






benefits. The developer can put up auxiliary services, collect his/her income and for the 
maintenance of the area. 

f) Forest charges - refer to the levy imposed and collected by the government on timber and
other forest products cut harvested or gathered from the forest lands and from "Alienable
and Disposable" (A&D) lands in accordance with Republic Act No. 7161 (Increasing the
Forest Charges on Timber and Other Forest Products).

g) Forest diversity - refers to the variety and variability of forest species growing in the
forestland. In the plantation, at least three (33) different species, including fuel wood species,
and other species such as banana, bamboo etc., should be planted every ten (10) hectares,
with the least planted species occupying at least one-fifth (1/5) of the ten (10) hectare area.

h) Forest lands - refer to those lands of the public domain which have been classified into
production forest lands and protection forest. Forest reservation refers to forest lands which
have been set aside by the law for a specific purpose or purposes, such as watershed
reservation, military or civil reservation.

i) Fuelwood species - refer to tree species of high calorific value and are suitable for fuelwood
or firewood such as, but not limited to ipil ipil, kakawate, agoho, kamachile, gmelina, acacia,
bakauan, and neem tree.

j) Green park - refers to an area, designated on the subdivision plan, of forested land reserved
for public use as an ecological refuge. Such green park shall be devoted exclusively to the
planting and growing of trees of any kind, flowering or ornamental plants and shrubs, or
plants of scenic, aesthetic and ecological values.

k) Hardwood - refers to heavy, compact and close grained wood.,attributed to such trees as
narra, mahogany, acacia, tanguile, guijo and molave.

1) Indigenous peoples - refer to a tribe or indigenous Filipinos who have continuously lived
as communities on communally bounded and defined land since time immemorial and have
succeeded in preserving, maintaining and sharing common bonds or languages, customs,
traditions, and other distinctive cultural traits.

m) Industrial Forest Plantation Management .Agreement (IFPMA) - refers to a contract
entered into by and between a qualified person and the government for the former to
occupy and possess for a definite period of time in consideration of a specified rental of a
specific area of the production forest land in order to establish an industrial forest
plantation.

n) Military reservation - refers to a forestland proclaimed or reserved by the President or by
law for military purposes such as air base, campsite, docks and harbors, training camp, firing
range, naval base target range and wharves.

o) Mini-forest reserve - refers to lands withdrawn from settlement or occupancy upon which
are found either natural vegetation or plantation of forest flora, such as trees and most
particularly hardwood trees, or both, occupying a definable aggregate area exceeding but not
less than one (1) hectare in size with the tree crowns covering at least ten percent of the area,
exclusive of seedlings, saplings, bushes and other undercover vegetation.

p) National park- refers to an area of the public domain essentially natural, wilderness, scenic
or historic in character which has been withdrawn &om settlement, occupancy, or any form
of exploitation except in conformity with an approved management plan and set aside
exclusively to conserve the area and preserve the scenery, the natural and historic objects,
wild animals, and plants therein mainly for the purpose of biodiversity conservation and/ or
human enjoyment.

q) People-oriented forestry - refers to a program that democratizes access and management
of forest land to poor upland and coastal dwellers. Aside from CBFMA, this may include















required open space in accordance with Presidential Decree No. 953. For subdivision projects 
covering one (1) hectare or more in total area, the open space allocated exclusively for parks, 
playgrounds and recreational uses shall have the following standards: 

(a) Nine percent (9%) of gross area for high-density or social housing (21 to 65 family lots
per gross hectare);
(b) Seven percent (7%) of gross area for medium-density or economic housing (21 to 65
family lots per gross hectare); and,
(c) Three and one-half percent (3.5%) of the gross area for low density or open market
housing (21 to 65 family lots and below per gross hectare).

Areas reserved for parks, playgrounds and recreational uses shall be non-alienable and 
non-buildable public lands. The plans of the subdivision project for residential, industrial or 
commercial purposes shall include tree planting on such open spaces and other parts of such project 
as may be practicable and as may be designated by the approving LGU. 

No portion of the parks or playgrounds may thereafter be converted to any other purpose or 
purposes nor shall any artificial structures or improvements constructed thereon unless such are 
certified by the DENR to be absolutely necessary for development and maintenance of the park as 
well as the preservation of its ecological system. 

No plan for a subdivision project shall be approved by the local government in the city or 
municipality where such project is located without the inclusion of a tree-planting program in such 
plan and unless the owner thereof undertakes to develop such open space within three (3) years 
from the approval of the plan. In cases of subdivisions developed or development plans approved 
before the effectivity of this Act, it shall beincumbent upon the owner or developer of the project to 
plant trees in the open spaces reserved· for the common use and enjoyment of the owners of the lots 
therein as well as along all roads and service streets. 

Guidelines for the establishment and maintenance of parks within subdivisions shall be 
prepared jointly by the Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board (BLURB) and the DENR. 

SEC. 24. Recognition of Outstanding and "Greenest" City of Municipality. - Three 
(3) years after the effectivity of this Act, a city or municipality in each province having the best
mini-forest parks and reforested idle portions of A&D land shall be given recognition and an
award by the DENR and shall be promoted by the DOT as among the priority eco-tourism spots in 
the country: Provided, that the necessary tourism infrastructure and services are already in place
before the area is promoted for eco-tourism.

CHAPTER VI 

FOREST PROTECTION 

SEC. 25. Forest Protection Teams. - The Secretary of the DENR shall enforce forestry 
laws to protect the remaining natural forests and plantation forests from illegal loggers, poachers, 
kaingin farmers, pests and diseases, fires and other factors that destroy the forest. Forest protection 
teams under the DENR shall be organized consisting of personnel drawn from the DENR, the AFP 
and the PNP including LGU deputized local leaders on a full-time basis. They shall be assisted by 



personnel from other government agencies and SUCs with administrative jurisdiction over 
watersheds and forestland reservations, civilian volunteers, and concerned NGOs. Equipment shall 
be acquired by the DENR aside from equipment support provided by other units. 

These forest protection teams shall conduct intensive intelligence operations, regular 
aerial photography and surveillance to detect, identify, apprehend forest criminals for prosecution, 
and confiscate illegally cut timber and forest products, conveyance-tools and equipment. 

SEC. 26. Incentives. - Members of forest protection teams shall be granted incentives., to 
include but not limited to higher base pay, free legal assistance, hazard pay, uniform allowance, 
group insurance, and a reward system of twenty percent (20%) of the value of confiscated 
materials. 

SEC. 27. Forest Protection Equipment. -The DENR, DILG and DND shall allocate in 
their respective annual budgets sufficient funds to provide the forest protection teams access to 
modern technology and equipment such as aircraft, global positioning systems, land transportation 
vehicles, communication facilities, ground fire fighting equipment, and basic pesticides against 
common forest pests and insects. 

SEC. 28. Control of Forest Conversion to Agricultural Use. - The DENR. DA and 
Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) shall adopt measures to stop the illegal conversion of 
forestlands into agricultural, mining, pasture, and other non-forest uses. The DENR shall cause the 
cancellation of instruments issued over such lands and repossess said lands for reforestation 
purposes: Provided, that the farmers therein shall be organized to regenerate the land through 
people-oriented forestry. 

SEC. 29. Appropriate Agroforestry Technology. • In direct support to the Program, the 
DENR, DA and DAR shall implement appropriate agro-forestry, techniques such as the Sloping 
Agricultural Land Technology (SALT) and other applicable technology in all upland areas cultivated 
by their respective program clientele/beneficiaries. 

CHAPTER VII 

FINANCING THE PROGRAM 

SEC. 30. Program Funding. - In addition to finds allocated to reforestation and forest 
protection activities of the national government under the General Appropriations Act, the Billion 
Trees Program shall be financed primarily from any available official development assistance (ODA) 
including but not limited to, the following: 

(a) private sector investment in reforestation and tree plantation projects;
(b) joint venture operations between counterpart forest resource agencies of the Philippines
and an assisting country;
(c) funding schemes under Republic Act No. 6957 or the Build Operate and Transfer (BOT)
Law, as amended by Republic Act No. 7718;
(d) direct project investment by LGUs, private corporations cooperatives and where allowed,
individuals on reforestation proposals approved by the DENR; and,
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