


capabilities of LGUs to effectively address child survival, protection am! develop111e�1t_ �fft:rts and

eventually strengthen their lead role in a mulli-scctornl endeavor lo 111ect the goals of Lhe I h1ltpp 1ne Plan

of Action for Children. 

It is worthy lo 11ole that pritir lo the ennct111cnt of the Magna CarlH for Disabled Persons and even

be fore the Philippine Congress ratified the Convention 011 tl1e Rights or II•� Child,_ the goven1_111ent had

already approved the Child :ind Youth Welf'arc Code (l'.D. 603) wl11cli dclmes the rights and

responsibilities of children in I ()7,1. I:or children with spec in I needs, it µ,11arn11tecs that they shall be lrcn�cd

with sympnthy and undcrsta11dinl:-',, be entitled to t1cnt111e11t n_nd crn11pclc11t car: a<; w:1I ns the cdu_catmn

.iml cnre required by his pmticular condition. nml opportunities to develop l11eir special talents. It 1s nlso

stated: 

"Where needs wnrrnnt. there slrnll be al lenst special classes in 
every province, :ind if possible, special schools h.,r the 1>hysicnlly 
handicapped, the n1cntally retnrdcd, the cn1otio1rnlly disturbed n11d the 
specially girted. The privnlc sector shall be given all the necessary 
induce111e11l and encouragcn1cnt.'' (!\rt. 74) 

Equally i111porlnnt me IC;\. 35(,2 and 5250 appmved 011 J1111e 21. 196.1 and June I J, I 9(i8, 
respectively, wliich provided that teachers, administrators :111d supen·is(l!S or special cd11cati\11\ sliould lie 
trained L,y I.he l>cparl111ent of Education a11d Cultme. 

Moreover, the 197:1 aml 1')87 Conslilulion upheld the 11ri11ciplc or the socinl j11�licc i11 ed11cnlion 
a11d 1111iversality or educational opportunity. Both doe11111e11ts nlso recognize thnl the cducalillll of every 
citizen is the concern of ll1e nation. 111 Article XIV, Sec. I of the !alter. ii clcnrly slnlcs that Ilic Stntc shnll 
protect a11d promote the right or all citi1.e11s to qunlily ctlucntiun al nil levels and sh.ill take appropriate 
steps to 111ake such ctlucalio11 accessible lo all. 

Despite the adequncy of intcrnaliorrnl cove11a11ts and declarations 1111d also of 11ntional legislnlion 
concerni11g the rights of the child. there remains n dearth of clear 111echa11is111s and policies to translate 
l11ese 111easures i11to rositive nml concrete net ions. 

;\s of 1997, although spccinl educntion have begun ns enrly as 1907 with the eslalilisl1111cnl of tlie 
School for the Deaf and the 13Iintl, mid which have continued through the years with the fon11atio11 of 
private schools including the present SPF,D centers ad111inisll'.rcd by the Ueparl111cnl of Fducation, Culture 
.ind Sports (Dl�CS), only 2.4% or 99,721 children with special needs me prnvided with tl1c appropriate 
ctlucatio11al services as frtllll ;1 cu111hi11cd Jl('(llllation or tl.2 111illio11 childre11 rcprese11li11g ll1ose with 
disabilities (J.5 million) a11d gifted children (700,000). 

For the school year 1997-1998, there are only 61 special education (SPED) centers with 557 
teachers a11d 597 regular schuol with SPLD clnsses with 2,588 teachers. It i'> in thi'> light that this bill is 
proposed 1101 only to respond lD Ilic special cducatio1ial 11ccds or both ll1c gilicd child nn<l the cl1ikl with 
disabilities but also lo 111:1kc ii accessible lo all. 111a_iorily of'which me indigents or 111arginnli1ed. 

;\side from the need lo incrense nllocations for children with special needs. there 11111st also be an 
agency empowered to inslilulionalizc and govern special eJucalio11 in the country. The prcsc11l Special 
l�ducatiu11 Divisiu11 (SU)) 1111der the Burem• of l�lc111e11tary Educ;ition (BEi�) of the Dl":CS dues 1101 have
the wherewithal and pcrson11el to f"ully carry out the required policy l'ran1ework and ctm11Hrne11ls of the 
special education prog_rnm. Thus, the 11ceJ lo inlrnducc ad111i11islrntive rcforni'> pnrticulmly in the 
slrnclura� l'rn111ework of the UECS and Ilic limmilalio11 or ctppropriate programs to stre11gthe11 existi11g 
policies and concerns for the children with special needs, 

It becomes, therefore, an imperative to lra11sfon11 the existing SED l.o n regular burenu of the 

DECS, urgrade the existing salary classification of its personnel n11d f"urtlier provide it with eoIupetenl 
c1n<l dynamic personnel lo effectively i111ple111e11t the special educntio11 progra111 of the govern111ent. 

Further, rcsenrches in the f"ic!d of child develop111e11l and psycll()]ogy have sh6wn !hat 
opportunities for the early i111prove111c11i of n handirnppcd child me greater if the child's disabilily is 
detected al an earlier 1i111e a11d appropriate educatio11,1I inlerve11tio11 is slmted. As the parents arc al the 
heart of the educ.itional process of the child, this hill ensures that their i11volvc111e11t will become an 

essential component of speci:11 educntion. Thus. parents will 1101 only be taught. of tlie besl way of 
Q. 
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handling exceptional children but also the skills lo i<lentify possible disabilities or special Jevelop111e11tal 
needs of the child even at the early stage of the child's life. 

As the coniµrehensive educational program ror the child nlso e111nils co111ple111e11tnry support like 
services for physicnl health, psychintry, socinl well'nre an<l rehahilitntion, the prnposct.l hill have :,lso 
consit.lere<l the stre11gthc11ing of partnerships with local govcrrn11c11t units nn<l ol' private sector 
participation. 

This bill rein ins the originnl version of I louse llill 7'.iO(i thnt was tiled dt11 ing the I I'" Congress hy 
Deputy Spenkcr IJnisy !\va1n:c-l'ucnles nnd which bcrn111c the lead hill ,1111t111g oll1cr hills (I Ill 71!M, 2886 
nm.l 5715) seeking lo i11slitutio11,1lize special e<lucation for children with special nect.ls (CSNs) in the 
country's educational syste111. 

It wns slro11gly in<lorsed by the Ucparl111e11l of l·:ducalion (DepF.cl), the ricat.lc111c a11d by 11rn11y 
resource speakers coming from various groups ant.I i11stilutio11s concerned with the basic cd11c:i1ion of' 
chiklreu. Notable was the zealous response l'f the United Nnlions office bnset.1 in Mnnila which declared 
lo DepEd of

f

icials tlwt the features or the bill ca11 be mloptcd and used as a model in other Third World 
settings to i1111ne11sely uplill aml support the CSNs. 

Were it not for the disco11ti1111a11ce of much of the legislative work of lhc 11 '" Congress especially 
at the Sen,1te Jue to the i111pcachrnc11t proceedings, the bill would have hcc11 passed by lmlh chambers. 

111 the light oflhe foregoi11g, the i111111ediate passage of this bill is earnestly \llged. 

(p'7 (Q� H.ep. /\r�111r "Dodo" Y. Pingoy, ,h·., M.O.
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AN ACT ESTABLISIIIN(; AT Lft:AST ONE (I) SPECIAL li:IHJCATION (SPED) CENTl.:H FOlt 
EACII SCIIOOL DIVISION AND AT I.EAST TIIHEE (3) Sl'ED CENTF,HS IN IIIG SCIIOOL 

DIVISIONS nm CIIILDHEN WITII Sl'f:CIAL NEEDS (CSNs), nrnATIN(; TII[

11\11'1,r◄:MENTING MACIIINE.HY ·nm1rnor, l'IWVIIHNG Gllll>ELINV,S FOR 
GOVIWNMENT fi'INANCIAL ASSISTANCr◄: AND OTIH;:!{ INCF,NTIVV,S AND SlJl'l'OHT, 

AND Fon unrnH l'llR l'OSfo:S 

/Je it enacted by the Senate oll(/ /louse ol lfrJJl'('.\('lllotii·es ol th<' J'!,ifiJJJJines in ( '011gress 

,,ssembfed: 

SECTION I. Title. --Tltis Act shall be known as lite "Special E1lucntio11 Act or2004."

SEC. 2. Declaratiou of l'olicT. - ll is hereby declared lhe policy or the Stnte to protect nnd 
pro111otc lhe rights or childrc11 wilh specinl needs (CSNs) to quality cduc,1li(>11 and I(> lake nppropriate 
step., to r11nke such cduc.nlio11 accessible lo them. ·1 he Stntc recog11i?cs their vital role in national 
development ;i11J that l111di11g solutio11s to their problems forms nn integrnl pmt or rH1tio11nl Jevelop111enl 
stn1tcgies. 

It is nlso the policy of the Sln!e lo give full support for their welfare nnd dcvelop111e11t to c11sure 
their full i11tcgrntiur1 to society ns well ns to facilitate their nclive pmticipntion i11 the ,illnirs of the Stntc. 
Townrds this eru.l mH.I .ilso pursunnl lo lire rnn11date slated in Section 13 or Article II, Sec. 1J or Article 
XIII or the 1987 Co11stitutio11, Sec. 1-2, pnrs. I and 3 or i\rlicle XIV, /\it. 3 of I'D 603 and Sections 12-
14 or IC/\. 7277, the Stnte shall instilutiom1lize nn ndequate .111d rclevn11t educntirni;il progra111 for every 
child with spccinl needs through the estahlishr11c11t of Sl'l'.I) Cc11tcrs and or their vii.ii support 
111ccha11is111s. Thus, all CSNs, incspectivc or the degree or sensory, physicnl or i11tcllcctunl Jisnbility or 
needs, will lrnvc the opportunity lo be educntcd i11 the r11osl eclucntiorrnlly enhancing e11viro11111c11t 
consistent wilh the provision ol'a qunlity educatio11 thnt best meets their needs. 

SEC. J. Vbjectil-es. - The objectives of the Spec in I Educ a lion t\cl of2()(Jil nrc: 

(n.) To prnviJc access to basic cJuc:1tio11 among LSNs, 11a111ely the gillcJ/talented, the 
111er1t:illy retarded, the viswilly impaired, the hc;iring imp.iired, the 
orthopcdicnlly/physically hnr1dicnppcd, lhc lcnrni11g disabled, the speech dekctivcs, 
the chilJren with l,clwvi(>r prohlcrns, lire a11lislic children ;ind those with health 
problc111s through the forr11nl syslc111 anJ other al1e1 rrntivc delivery services in 
cd11c:1tio11; 

(b.) Tu ensure tlwl CSNs fully develop their rihilities. l;ilc11ts, i11tcrcsls n11d nil :ispcct or 
their dcvclop111e11l lo hcco111c more rcspo11sihle fur their lives a11d 111urc elkclivc 
partners i11 the all ol"the alfairs n11d cu11ccrns of the country. 

(c.) To ensure the CSNs umlcrsland. appreciate mid respect dilfrrcnccs ,1r11011gst groups 
mH.I members in society and also lo unJerstand the rrnture of society in which lhey 
live; 

(J.) To i111'or111 the parents aho11t the r11II co11tinut1111 of services, possible pl:1ccmer1t options 
during discussions about their children's ed11catio11 aml other rclev,111t i11fornrntio11 to 
c11nble them to 11rnke i11for111cd decision s and choices; 
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(e.) To equip the parenls arH..I olher c,iregivcrs ,ind lhe teachers :vith the capal_iiliti_e� _to
icle111ify, rreve11t. refer and inlervene with the develop111e11�,1I d,sord�rs a�1d d1sabil1t1es 
of children as well as i11 1he releva11t individual progra111m111g pla11n111g for the student 
where s11ch prngra,n differs significantly from lhe standard c11rric1_il11111 and olher 
mailers that cnhnnce the role of rarents and other c;iregivers ;is the rrnnary cducntors 
and caregivers of their children fro111 billh onwards; 

(f.) To involve private grnups, local govern111c11l 11nits a11d 1rnlional agencies olher than the 
DECS in the education of children with spcci,,1 needs; 

(g.) To effectuate sig11ificrmt a1,d positive changes in eo111111unity attitudes lo:vanls

disability and tl ic 11eed to provide spec in I education. care and ollier need:; of cl11ldren
with special needs. 

SLC. 4. /)eji11iti011 of Term.�. - For rurposcs of this Ad. these te1111s are defined as l'ollows: 
a) Disabi1-i ty refers to I) a physical or 111e111al i111pairn,ent that suhslantrnlly

li,11ils one or 111ore psyclwlogical. physiological or anat0111ical 1'1111ctio11 of an
individ11al or nctivities or s11cl1 i11dividuaL 2) a record of such an i111pairr11e11t;
J) being regarded as having such an i1npairment;

h) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

I) 

Impairment rclcrs to any loss, di111i11utio11 m :1bnration or psychological. 
physiological or anato111ical structme or function; 

Handicap .rcl'ers to ;i disadvantage for a given individual. rcs11ltinµ, fro111 an 
irnpairr11c11t or a disnbility, that limils or prevents the function ur activity that 
is co11sidcrcd 11on11al givc11 the nge and sex. of the individunl; 

Disab1-ed persons refer lo those su1Teri11g f,0111 restriction or difrerc11l 
,ibilities. ns a res11ll of a 111c11tal. physical. sensory or neurologiecil i111pai1rnenl, 
lo pcrforn1 a11 activity in lite 111an11er or within the ra11ge co11sidered norn1al for 
a human being; 

Margina1-ized/disadvantaged d.isab1-ed persons rcf'cr lo
d isahled pcrso11s whn lnck access to rchabi I itat i ve services and ed11cat ional 
opportunities due LP povc1ty, alinndo11111cnl, illness and other forllls of neglect. 
For purposes of this /\ct, the ,von.l "poor·• are those who either have 110 111cn11s 
or livelihlHHI m have incomes below the poverty threshold; 

Chi1-dren and you th with special_ needs nre the g.i flcc.l and fost 
lcnrners n11d thPse who nre disabled. i111paired a11d handicapped 11ersl1ns i11 
need of spcci;,1 ed11c:1tio11 as well ns services for rchahilitat illlL I le/she differs 
1'10111 the nvcrage child in ( I) 111cntal cliaractcristics; (2) sc11spry abilities;(]) 
11emo111uscular or physicnl cliaraclcrislics; ('I) sticial; (S) 11111ltiplc ltnndicaps; 
and/or (6) lrns a devclop111e11tal lag to s11cl1 an exle11l tl,;it l,e requires 111odificd 
school practices or special education services to devel()p to lti? 111<1xnm1111 
capability. lhey include ages 0-21 years old and may be ns follows: 

I. Gifted chi1-dren and Fast 1-earners are those capable
of superior pcrf'orrna11ce n11d these include lho.sc witl1 de1no11slrnted
acl,icve11,cnt or potcnti,11 ;,hility in one or rnore of Ilic following
areas: general intellcclu.11 ;ihility, specific acadcn1ic aptil11dc. crcalivc
or productive thi11ki11g ability. lcc1dership abilily, ability in the visu,il
or performing arts and psychon1olor abilily, or those i11divid11als who
consiste11tly manifesl the following cluster of lrnits: above average
ability (including intellige11cc), high creativity (i111plics the
dcvell1p111c11lal app1ccialio11 nf innovative ideas) mid high task
con11nit111cnl (rcl,ited to a high degree of lllotivalion) a11d th�isc who
by reason thereof, require services m activities not ordinarily
provided by lhe school.

2. The MentaLly Handicapped/Menta1-ly Retarded r1re
those who have substantial li111itnlio11 111 presc11l l't111ctio11i11g
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charncterized by significant sub-avernge intellectw1I functioning, 
existing conrnnently with reh1ted limitnlions in two or more of the 
npplirnble ndaptive skill nrens: co111111t111icnlion, self-cnre, home 
living, socinl skills, co111n11111ity use, self-direction, health nml scifety, 
functional academics, leisure and work. 

J. The Visually Impaired nre those who are blind or having n
low vision. I\ person is blind if he hns n visnnl cripneily of 20/200 or
kss in n hellcr eyc fl Iler maxi11111111 correction. The low vision person
retains n relntively low degree of vision nnd rnn rea<l only C11inrged
print or reguhir m regulnr print under special conditions.

4. The Hearing Impaired those who ill'e deaf or k1rd-of-hc,1ring.
The deaf person is one whose hearing is non-fu11ctillnal fm onli1rnry
p11rpnses in tile. The hard-of-he:ning h;is ;i sense of hcming which
nllhough defective is funclirnrnl wilh llr without n henring nid.

5. Students/children wilh Behavior Problems me those who
cannot mljusl IL1 the socially flCccpled 1wr111s of behavior mid,
consequently disrupt their aemlcmic progress, the lcarnin� efforts of
their classmates nml interpersori::il relations.

6. The Orthopedically Handicapped rirc those whose
i111pnir111e11l pcr111n11ently or ten1pornrily interferes with the nornrnl
!'unctions of the joints, muscles or limbs.

7. Students/children with Special Heal th Problems nre those
who hnve heflhh conditions thnt tend lo henp children 011t-ol�school
or those wilh chrnnic nnd/or dcbilit.ili11g ill11ess like cartliac (henrl)
disenscs, aslh111a, dinhctcs. tuberculosis n11d Dlhcr rcspirnlory
n i l111ents, cnrce11011rn, epilepsy. malnutrition ;ind others.

8. S111de11ts/childre11 with Learning Disabilities me lhuse whn
nltlwugh 11ornwl in sensory, emotional fllld intclleclti:il nbilitics
exhiliil disorders in perceplio11, listening. 1hi11kir1g. rendi11g, writi11g,
spelling or nrill1111etie. They have such conditions ns pL'rcephrnl
ha11dicnp. brain injury, 111i11ir11al hrnin dysli111ctio11, dyslcxin nnd
dcvclo1H11e11l;il flphnsia.

9. The Speech Impaired ;ire !hose whose speech differs frnrn the
avernge so fnr ns to draw 1.111favorablc nllentio11 to the r11n1111cr of
spenki11g rnlher ihnn lo the lhoughl conveyed.

10. l'L:rsons with Autism me those wilh developme11ifll disabilities,
having 011sel hel'ore JO months of age which is ninrked hy
disturbance in develop111e11I. l:rngnngl' nr1d n:lnlior1ship with persons,
nctivitics n11tl objects nml which r11ay coexist wilh i11tcllectual
disnbility and epilepsy. Childre11 nfllicted with this disnrdcr linve
perceptual, cognitive, co111111u11ic,1lio11 flml social tlifliculties which
clin11gc over lime.

g) Auxiliary aids and services arc services lhnt arc bnsically 11011-
cdurnlio11, but impi11gc 011 the educa1io11 process of the child with special
11eeds. These include:

I. thernpy;
2. qnnlified interpreters or other effective methods of dcliveri11g

materials lo i11dividunls with hc.iri11g i111pairn1e11ts;
J. qualified re;iders, tnped lcsls or olher dfeclive methods of deliveri11g

mnlcri;ils lo i11dividu,ds with visu.il i111p.iirme11ts;
,1, nequisilio11 or modil1cntio11 of equipme11t or devices; 



5. other similar services aml actions or all types of aitls anti services
that facilitate the learning process of people with mental tlisnbilily.

h) Special instructional materials menn n textbook in Braille,
large tyre or ,rny other medium or nny appnratus I hat conveys infornintion lo a
stutlcnl or otherwise contributes lo the lcnming process.

i) Private sec tor pa.rticipa tion e11c(Hllpnsses nil l<irr11s or
indi .spensahlc, suhslnnlinl and mca11i11gr11l p:1rlicipatio11 pf' privntc i11Jivid11nls,
pnrl11erships, groups or entities. co1111111111ity-lrnscu orgn11izatio11s or 11011-
gnvcrn111ental organizntil111s in the delivery or ed11cntio11nl nnd relwbilitnlive
services for sludc111s aml chilJ1c11 with special needs.

j) Basic Education consist ol nt. least six (6) yen rs or cle111c11tmy education
:111d al lens! rour (4) of secondnry educntion including p1c-sch(1l1I educnlion.

k) Special Education is bnsic educntion thal lnkes inlo nccounl the spec in I
neetls of bolh disabled children and girted children lhat requires a systenintic
,111d deliberate process ror them to achieve fu11c\io11nl literacy and which will
bring the individual lo the highest level of his potent in I and c:,pacity. II is also
dcltned as that tyre or education tailured lo meet the needs of" children who
cn11110I profit because of disnhilitics or exceptional aliililics.

I) Functional literacy is the level of literacy necessary for the student or
child lo become a useful citize11 and effective member of the society.

SEC. 5. Cm·erngc. -This /\cl shall cover ;ill students n11J chilJrcn with specinl 11ecJs 11atio11wide. 

SEC. 6. Creatio11 of tl,e IJ11rea11 of Special Ed11rntio11. - To nltain the objectives of this /\cl, the 
1Jurea11 or Specinl Education ( BSF), hcrci11:i rter referred lo ris the- Bure,lll, is hereby crc;ited lo 
i11slilulio11alize null govern spccinl education i11 the l'hilippi11cs. 'I he nmenu is prirnarily !risked in Ilic 
for111ulalio11 nml nd111inistrntio11 of an npprnrriale curriculum nnJ developmenlnlly-suilcd rmgrnms lo 
prirnnrily achieve functional literacy of the studc11ts/children with special needs riml cnsmc their 
i11tcgratio11 lo society. The (iill conti11uu1n of educatio11nl services shall nlso be 111ade availnble· hy the 
bureau to those CSNs below school age thrnugh regular home visits, co11sultatio11s, day care nclivilies and 
any proper 111etliu111 or program. 

llSE shnll (u11ctio11 as a regular bureau of the l)cpart111cnl of Ed11catio11 under the direct 
supervision of the deparl111cnl secretary arid lo be hca<led by a director an<l assista111 director. 

Three division chiefs shall serve as heads for the (I) (�i!lcd Childrc11 Division ((;('I)); (2) 
Childre11 with Disabilities Division (CDIJ) and (J) Special Services and /\11xilinry /\ids Division 
(SS/\/\0), with the staffing needs lo be equitably distributed in ricconlance lo the curre11! needs and 

concerns of their respective divisions. They slwll nssisl the director i11 the forrnulatio11, i111ple111enl;ilio11 
r111d improvement of the l"rnrncwmk n11d cnrnpo11e11ts or the special educnlion prngrnm. 

The Philippine Printing I louse for the OlinJ 1111dcr existing org.inizfllio1wl strncture or DF.CS slrnll 
become pnrt of the SS/\/\0. 

Sl.i=. 7. SPED Cc11ter.f i11 Rrgulrrr Sc/1001.f. - /\l le<1sl one (I) spcci;il cd11calion (Sl'lil)) center 
fm ench sciiool division aml nl least three(]) Sl'EIJ centers in big school divisions shall be established in 
regular schools, where !here arc no existing SPED centers. These Sl'ED centers shall be ndmiuistereJ by 
lhe principal of the regulm· school. 

The SPED Center shall function as the Resource Center for the implcmcntntion of inclusive 
education that will accept nll ki11ds of children on regular schools. II shall a) support children with special 
needs integrnled/included in rcgulnr schools and b) nssist i11 the conduct of scl1ool-bnsed trnining; c) 
rroduce appropriate teaching materials, and d) conduct assessment of children with special needs. 

Each SPED Center shall have the following staff: 

a) I SPED teacher for the Mentally Giflcd;
7 



b) I Sl'ED teacher for \he Me11\ally Relmded/11,mdic,ippcd;
c) I SPED teacher for the Yisunlly lmpnircd;
d) J Sl'ED teacher for the I lcaring Impaired; 
e) I SPED teacher for Autistic Childre11;
f) I SPED teacher for the Lcnrning Disnbled;
g) 1 Sl'EIJ teacher for the childre11 with belrnvior problems;
h) 1 SPED tenchcr for chiltlrc11 with multiple Jis.ihilities. 

Regular teachers cmrcntly handling spccinl cducntion of children with spccinl needs shall 
henceforth be clnssifieJ as SPED tenchcrs. 

There slrnll be an assista11l princip:-il for c.ich SPED Center. I le/she shall ,idminister ,ind supervise 

the ,iltern,itive educational prngrn111s, early i11terve11tio11 pnigrnms. 111011itori11g,. superl'isio11 nml tcchnicnl 
nssistance nnJ huma11 resource trni11i11g,/Sl'ED personnel enhn11ce111e11t programs, referral ,rnd pl;,ce111c11l 
procedmcs, aJvisory services ;ind other complrnents or the specinl education prngrn111 in his/her 
jurisdiction. I le/she shall also be responsible f"or the for111ntion and superl'ision or pl,icement C(ll\llll!ltce
under his/her ju risdiclillll as well ,is in the resolution or disagreements 011 pl.icement m1<l services. 

SEC. 8. Other Perso11111•/ of SPED Ce11tcrs. - One educ.itio1wl psychologist or psycll()melrici.in, 
one soci,il worker, one edurnt ion supervisor .ind one 111edic.il hen Ith officer for ench city and province 
shall be appointed whu. a111ong other responsibilities, shall con1prisc the ml111i11islrntivc cme nml 
1ilacc111e11t committee or the SPED unit i11 the nrca. They slrnll also be _j,ii11tly tasked lo develop nnd 
111nintai11 n dnt;i bank in specinl cdt1cation in their respective jurisdictions. The placc111c11t co111111i1tce slwll, 
c1111011g others, ensure that studcllts with Jisnbilities c1rc educnted ns close ;is possilile to their homes aiul 
nlongsiJc their age-.ipproprinlc peer gro11ps, nml thnt these st11de11ts atlellu their local schools or travel the 
shortest distance possible in the c1vnil111ent or educntional services, in co11s11ltntion with. and netive 
pnrticipnlion or, pnrcnts. 

SEC. 9. lti11era11t SPED Teachers. - ltincnmt SPED teachers shall nlso be nppointed whenever 
necessary and on n needs hnsis. I le/she shnll nssist isolated or remote schools with specialized equipment, 
i11divid11al prngrnms, c11rriculu111 ndjusl111e11t, teaching nids n11d b11il<ling modilirntions. 

SEC. I 0. A11t/111ri�1• of the Secretary of Ed11ulfio11 to Gfre grn11t.r to, or E11ter i11to Cooperatfre 
Arr,111ge111e11t.r for the Creatiou of SPEIJ Ce/lfers. - The Secretmy ()r Education is hcrehy authori1.ed to 
give gr:111ls to, or enter i11lo cooperative :1rrn11gc111c11ls or co11lrncls \\ilh public or privntc 11011-prolil 
ngcncies, i11stit11tio11s or organi1ntio11s fur the cstablisl11ne11l or crentio11 tif SPED centers for children with 
spccinl needs: I'rovided, Thal n grant made pursunnt to this Sectioll may be 111ade only for the following 
or similar progrn111s: 

(a.) lechnicnl assist:1nce or Sl'[D centers provi<ling educntionnl nssistance l'i_ir children with 
special needs CSNs: 

(b.) pre-service or in-service training or prnfcssionnls or relntcd services personnel preparing to 
serve or serving CSNs; 

(c.) replication or successful in11ovntive nppronches to provi<ling e<l11cntio11nl or relnte<l services 
to CSNs; 

(<l.) focilitntio11 ofparcnlnl i11volve111e11t in the cducntion of their CSNs: 

(t) Ji.ig11osis and cd11cntio1111I evalt1ntio11 ofCSNs nt risk of bei11g ccrtific<l CSNs;

(L) consultative, eounscling an<l trnining services Ii.Jr the fomilics ofCSNs;

(g.) fo111iliarizntio11 or the 1111111icipnlity or city to be served by n SPED center with the problems 
a11<l pote11tinlities ur such child1e11; 

SEC. 11. Prm•i.fioll Ji>r Co11tin11i11!( Reward, to Jdeutify Specifll Neetlr of C'SN.r. - The U11ren11 
or Special Ed11cntio11 (llSE). by ilself" or i11 nssocintio11 with such orga11i1alio11s or inslitulitH1s ;is 
determined by the l)epfal Sccretnry to be nppropriate, shrill u11derlnke co11ti11uing, resenrch to identity a11d 
design progrnms lhnt meet the full rn11ge or children with special needs: l'ml'idccl, Thnt such eo11li11ui11g. 
rcsenrch shnll nlso be used to develop i11slructio11al techniques for use by the Sl'ELJ Ce11ters thnt will 
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improve I.he CSNs acqt11sItIon of the skills necessary !or tIansIt1on lo i11depe11de11l living. vocational 
training or competitive development; l'ro1•ided, finally, That such continuing, research shall further be 
used to design physical education and therapeutic rccreatio11 program for use by the Centers lo increase 
the potential ofCSNs for curnmunity pnrticipation. 

SEC. 12. Student A.uistance. -- ·1 he I3urcau shall provide linancial assistance tu ccono111ically 
marginalized but deserving, students with special needs nl the clc111e11tary and scco1Hbry levels i11cl11ding, 
any post-secondary or tcrtinry education which n1ay come in the form or schol:nship µrants. lrn11sportatio11 
allowance, food nllowancc. board r111d lndging, nlluwr111cc, hin>k allowance. sludc11l lnnn proµrn111s. artistic 
and cultural toms, trni11i11g. aml prog.rn111s. s11bsidies n11d other i11cc11tivcs. Margi11nli7.cd disalilcd pc-rsons
and those co111i11g from indigenous comn1u11ities shall be the priority i11 the grant of the afurcs::iid 
assistnnce. 

Special equipment like wheelchair. crntchcs. special toilet n11d hyµicnc rcquirc111cnt,;, hcmi11g 
aids. eyeglasses, and tl1c like requited by the sl11dc11ls lo opti111i1.e cducntion and pnrticip:1tion in the 
c<lucatinnal process shall also be provided for l"rce n11d at Jiscou11lcd rntes lo dcscrvi11g. S\ll(le11\s a11d nt 
very aflordable rates in general through a re<1so11able runding scheme tlrnt shall be designed by the 
13ureau. 

SEC. 13. Medical A.\sist,mce. -The Bmeau shall prepare a scheme tl1at will cnsme :1dequnle ,rnd 
free medical assistance a11d intervention progrnms. including. those esse11tial to the studc11l (lr child's 
relrnbilitatio11 like thernpy. psychometric asscss111e11ts, mcdic::il ex<1111i11nlions :111d the like wilh µovc111I11cI1\ 
cli11ics, hospitals a11d other health facilities. In case the 111cdical needs arc 1101 offered by tl1c 11cmcst or 
ncccssiblc govc111I11cI1l cli11ics. l1ospitals a11d other health f"acilitic.,;. or cn11110l he llhlai11cd by reason of 
critical i111111ediacy or Ilic need to obtai11 n more spcciali7cd or advnnccd t1ca\I11cnl, they cn11 avail or the 
services of private clinics, hospitals a11d Dthcr specialized age11cies through lax ince11tivcs. Fm tlris 
purpose, <1s far as prnclicablc nr 011 a casc-to-cnsc h:1si�. ns 111;1y be dctcn11i11cd hy the 13ureau. health care 
insurn11cc programs may be i11stituted. 

SEC. 14. Nutritio,,al Programs. - The nutritional progrnI11s for CSN's shall lie supervised by lhc 
National Nutrition Council and the Dcpartn1cnl of l lcalll1 in coordination with the local govcrnI11cnl unit 
health officer. 

SLC. 15. Est11blisl1111e11t <!lSpecializetf Day Care Ce11ten·. - Day c,ire centers specially dc.,;ig11ed 
for pre-school children and their parents, where early idc11tilicnfi(l11 of disabilities r111d special needs and 
introductory cducatioPal and intervention progrm11s will be ,1d111inistcred. shall nlso lie cslalrlishcd near or 
withi11 existing SPED centers or those that will be crec1ted by the bureau with the support of the 
Ucpnrl111c11\ or Social Well'are and Uevclop111e11t and local government unit i11 the area. A.s fnr as 
prnctic.thlc, existi11g dny cnre ce11tcrs ::ind facilities shall be 111axilllized. 

SFC. I(,. Recreational mul Arti!ilic Op110rt1111ities. -- The Bureau shall institute n progra111 lt>r 
studc11ts or children with special 11eeds lo nflurd thc111 l'ull opportunities for snk a11d whulcs0111c 
recreation and activities. individual as well ns social. for the whnlc.�0111c use or Iris leisure hours .tnd f"or 
tl1e advancc111e11l of their pl1ysical, n1cntal, social and cultural dcvclop111e11\. 

SJ:,C. 17. Co,,ti1111i11g Educatio'1 aud A.uistauce to 1'eacher.,;/Jnstructors of St11de11t.,; ,..;,r,

Special Need.I. - The Bureau slrnll e11ha11ce the right of the tenchcrs/instruclors lu professio11c1I 
11dva11ce111c11t and c11sure thal the teaching stnfl will allrncl Ilic I.Jest nvailablc tnlcnts through adequnle 
rc11111ncralion, scholarship n11d training grants, teacher exchange programs, i11cc11tives nnd allowances and 
other means or securing _job satisfaction a11d hillill111c11t ::is well as tl1eir long nnd stable tcm11e in their 
respcctivt posts. A. similar program slrnll be dcsigncu ror support pcrso1111cl like interpreters. 
psychologists. social workers and others ::ilso involved in the euucatiun a11d rel1abilitatio11 ol'lhe child. 

The Bureau shall idcntif'y al least 011e (I) leading i11slit11tion or university i11 l.uzon. Visc1yns n11d 
Mindanao wlwse faculty is considered or regardeu as highly co111petc11t in the area uf special ed11cc1tio11 
where ::i 1111ifor111 or stnndardized curricultn11 i11 n1Iy I1insters cducalio11 prog.rn111 sliall be designed to 
bc11cfit SPEO tc.tchcrs and other personnel of SI1l:.IJ ceI1tcrs. The I11c11111cr or select.ion ol' such i11stilulio11 
shall be provided under the i111plc111cnting Rules and Regulations of this A.ct. 

SEC. 18. Pare11t, Sihlin,: a11d Caregfrer Ed11catio11. - There sl1nll he a fonnnl traI11111g nnd 
co1111scling progrn111 for parents, siblings n11d caregivers for them to acquire c1 working k11owlcdg,c of 
special educntion, gain an un<lersta11di11g of the psychology of' children with special needs, be nware of 
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their crucinl role as cducntors anti gnin knowledge nnd skills 011 how ench pflrent, sibling or cnregiver 
could maximize his/her services for the optimum development of the potent in ls of the child. 

SEC. I 9. Spedal lustr11ctio11al Materials. - Publishers shall grant to the OcpEu through the 
Special Services and Auxiliary /\ids Division (SS/\i\D) the authority to trnnsciibe ndopteu instrndiom:il 
materinls into brnille, huge type and audiu-tnpe without pennlty or roynlty. F111ther111orc, 011 ur before the 
second working day nfter lhe ndoption of textbook titles hy the DepFd. ench publisher or newly ndoplcd 
i11struetio11ril mnterials shnll prnviue computerized liles ns specified by the LJcp[d which mny be copieu 
anu distributcu to a school division, IIJHlll request, for instructionnl purpuscs. 

Copies of these instnictionnl mnlerinls shnll be l'urnished without cost to either the st11dc11t or 
teacher who is blinu ur visunlly i111pnin::d. The materinls arc to be lunncd tu the public school district ns 
lung as needed nnd nre lo be returned lo SS/\i\D when no longer needed. 

SFC. 20. l11cc11ti1•1•.f to l'rh-atc SC'cfor f',,,-1icipntio11. -- l'artnership hctwccn !he govc, 11111c11t and 
privntc institutions entering. to the needs of students/children with special needs shrill be cncournged. In 
this regnrJ. the 1Jcp111t111e11I of Education in coordi11ntiun with the Deprirt111e11t of Finn11ce, Department of 
Interior and Local Government, Depnrt111ent of Science n11d Technology nnd lkprirtrnent of Trnde riml 
Industry shrill drnw up n sche111e to prnviue i11ce11tives that will inclnde tax deductio11s, loan nssistn11ce, 
nml teclmologicnl or scientific nssistnnce, to enC<)urnge privntc pnrticipation in the cducritio11 and 
rehnbilitntion ofCSNs. 

SEC. 21. Local G1ll'emmc11I Uuit P11rticip11tio11, - The loenl government units slrnll be 
responsible fur the: 

/\. Provision of buildings or centers nml sites where there are mi existing school facilities thnt 
will house the specinl education of childrcn/stuucnts with special 11eeds, ns well as the 
estnblish111ent of dny cnre centers as 111entio11cd in Sec. 15; 

B. Organization of one (I) pnre111-te:1cher nssocintion in every school i11 their respective
_jurisdictio11s ollcri11g specinl ed11cntion to st11dc11ts/childrc11 with special needs;

C. lde11tilicatin11, coordi11ntion n11d the lapping of public or privnte vol1111teers and privnte
org:111izntiu11s, 11ationnl or internntio11al. for informntion dissc111i1wtio11 c,1111paigns, f'u11di11g
progrnrns nnd other projects lo augment the ru11di11g of :111d equipment for SPED programs
rinu equip111e11t, n111011g others;

I)_ Provision uf cuu11tc1pnrt funds l'or the lra1111ng nml sc111i11nrs of pare11ts nml tenchers nml 
nutritionnl progrn111s for the students/children with special needs i11 their respective locnlitics 
to be dctcr111i11cd hy the Burc:111, i11 c0<11di11ation with the 1Jcpart111c11t of' Budget rind 
Mnnngct11c11t nnd the Depnrt111e11t ol' Fina11cc. 

SEC. 22. Puhlic b,jim11ati1111, Ed11cati1111 aud Ctm11111111ic11ti1111. - i\ 11atiomvide i11lt11 1n;1tio11 
disseminntion ca111pnig11 on the prevention, early idc11tificatio11 n11d intervention programs for children 
with spccinl 11eeds slrnll be i11tCJ1silicd. This shall lie the joint responsibility of the Philippine l11f(1r111:1tio11 
i\ge11cy (Pl/\). Council for the Wei fore ofChildre11 (CWC) :ind the Dcpart111c11t or Fd11c:1tio11, Culture nnd 
Sporls (DECS). The DECS, in coll:iborntion with the Uepnrtmcnt of I lealth (DUI I) nml Dep:1rt111ent of 
Lnbor and Employment (DOLF). shall :ilso disse111i11ritc 111ntcrinls and i11li.nn1:1tio11 cunccming effective 
practices in working with, trnining and educating CSNs. 

SEC. 2J. Appropriation.1·. - The Secretnry of the Depnrtment of l�d11catio11 shrill i111111cdintely 
include in the IJcpEd progrn111 the i111plen1e11tntion of this /\ct, the ti111di11g of which shnll be included 111 
the Annual Genernl i\pproprintions /\ct. 

SEC. 24. lmple111e11l11tio11. - The 1Jepnrt111ent of Educ:ition through the Burenu of Special 
Ed11cntion in cooruinatiun with the Depnrtment of the Interior nnd I ,oeril uover11111e111, Depnrt111ent of 
I lenllh.1Jcpnrl111e11t of Finnnce. Council for the Welfare of Children :111(1 Nntionnl Council for the Wei fore 
of Disnbled Persons, shnll pro111ulgnte and issue the necessary guidelines for the crention ,rnd operation of 
SPED Centers within sixty (60) days :ifler the elfcctivity of this /\ct. 

SEC. 25. Scparabili�1• C!,111,1c. - If for any reason, n provision or pmt hereof is declared invalid, 

other provisions not affected thereby shall re111nin in full force and effect. 



SEC. 26. Repealing Clause. - All laws, decrees, executive orders, rules and regulations contrary 
or inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed or modified accordingly. 

SEC. 27. Effectivity Clause. - This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days following its 
publication in two (2) national newspapers of general circulation. 

Approved, 

,, 
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