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INTRODUCED BY HON. CYNTHIA A. VILLAR AND HON PROSPERO C. NOGRALES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Our vaemment's policy to provﬁe adequate sheilter for the people
should be in consonance with that-of ensuring a healthy environment in
which to live in. ,

Article II, Section 16 of the Constitution provides: “The
State shall protect and advance the right of the people to a
‘balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and
- harmony of nature.”

Relative thereto, this bill seeks to grant mcentxves to subdivision
homeowners to preserve their environment, such that a portion of the
subdivision is developed and maintained by them for the plantmg and
growing of trees and plants.

Presidential Decree No, 1216 provides for “open spaces” resex-‘,ved for
parks, playgrounds and for recreational use. In addition, Presidential Decree
No. 953 requires the planting of trees in, among others, such open. spaces. '

However, these measures appear to be not enough.

fv

This bill, therefore, seeks to expand the area to be devoted ta the

- preservation of the ecological balance-of nature. In reserving a whole area

for such activity, and by getting the commumty members involved; ‘it is
hoped that there would eventually be a sincere appreciation for a healthy,
clean and natural environment.

The passage of this bill is earnestly recommended.

PROSPERO C. NOGRALES
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AN ACT INSTITUTING THE SUBDIVISION GREEN PARK pﬁﬁenm
GRANTING INCENTIVES TO HOMEOWNERS FOR THE . DEVELOPMENT
AND MNAINTENANCE OF FORESTED AREAS WITHIN THEIR

. SUBDIVIBIORS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSEB

-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rq:resentauves of the Phthppmes
tn Congress assembled BN

SECTION 1. 'Short Title - This Act shall be known as "The Green

Parks Act of 2004."

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy - It shall be the policy of the State to

encourage the preservation of the ecological balance of nature. A

Subdivision Green Park Program is hereby instituted and incentives granted
for the development and maintenanceﬁ of forested aréé.s Within subﬁivision
projects so that a balanced and healthy envn'onment will exist within the

commumty

 SEC. 3. Definition of Terms - When used in t_hisA Act, theioﬂowmg
terms shall, unless the context otherwise ihdicates, have the- :dilowmg
reépect.ive meanings: . | N
.(a) "SubdiviQiQn project” means a tract or parcel of land, ;cgggtered o
under Act No. 496, partitioned primarily for residential purpum into
individual lots,.with or withdut improvements thereon, and offered to the

Yo gy



10
11
12
‘13
14
15

16

17

18

19

20

2

. -

23
24
25
26

27

Setry

HB NO. 1210 - - B A+
public for sale, in cash or in inetallrnent terms.j It sﬁall include all
residenﬁal, commercial, industrial 'e.md recreational areas, as Well as 6pen '
spaces and other community and public areas in the prqject.

(b)  "Association" means ﬂle association of hgmeownere W_i&xin the
subdivision,’ organized pursuant to Section 30 of Presidential_ Dceree no.
957 primarily to promote their mutual interest and well—being.‘ and ;esist in

their commumty development or,.in the absence thereof and for parposes of

this Act, a group of enwmnmentally-concemed homeowners T

| (c.)< "Green Park” means an area desxgnated on t.he subdwxsnlm plan
as fdzested land developed and mamtamed by the assoclauon and 1eserved
for pubhc use as an ecological refuge. Such gneen park shall be devoted'
excluswely to the planting and growing- of suitable _plant spemes,* .vnether

fruit bearing, flowering or ornamental of scemc, aesthetic and ewiogncal

values

(d) "Department " means the Department - of Environlﬁkeg;;:‘cf and

Natural Resources.

SEC 4. Green Park Program. - A Subdmsxon Green Park Prc o.am is
hereby mstltuted The green park area shall be at least ﬂfty percenl (50%)
of the total area allocated excluswely for parks,_ playgrownu.., ‘and
recreatmnalf use-in a subdtvmxon project pursuant to Sectlon 31 of

Presldent:tal Decree No 957 as amended by Presidential Decree No 12 16

qEw

Z SEC 5. Incentives - The assocnatlon within the subdmsxonv
parhcxpatmg in the program shall be entitled to the following mcenhves

- (a) Tree and plant seedlings, for free and without uu,et-., and

technical assistance in the development and mamtenauee of a

'green park to be provxded by the Department &nd the

3

Department of Agnculture and their attached agencies.™
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'(b)  Artesian well, for free and without cost, to be used exelusi\iely
. for the devdopment and rnaintenance of the green park, and to

be provxded jointly by the Depa.rtment of Public Wo a8 and

THY

: _‘ nghways -and the clty or mumc1pal govemmem havmg
;]\unsdlctlon over the p;oposed green park. |

(c)' Tools and unplements, for free and thhout cost, to. be used

exclusively {or the mmn_tenance of the green park :g?r;xd to be

provided by the city or municipal government where thé green

park is located. | c

SEC. 6. Requirements - In order to avail of the incentives granted
under Section 5 hereof, the association shall submit to the Depertrnént the
requirements for the developrnent and maintenance of a green parﬁi;-:«which
‘'shall mclude o o | f,,‘:»‘»

(a)_v The subdivision plan as approved by the Department ‘or the
Bureau of Lands under the then Department of Agriculture andr Natural
Resources, as provided for under the second paragraph of Sectien' 4 of

Premdentlal Decree No 957;

(b} An indication of the types of trees and plants, preferably of

mdlgenous or endemic species, that are intended to be planted and grown in
41{"
the green park and

P £

(c) A plan for the maintenance of the green park, to ensure its
ecological viability, as well as evidence of actual application thereq:f;for at

least one (1) year. - -

SEC. 7. Issuance of Certification. — The Department shall p;*‘ef;hlgate
the standa.rds to ensure that the green -park instituted creates a be.-lanced

and healthful ecology within the community. Upon subrmssmn ui all the

requn'ements by the assocmtlon, the Department shall issue a cer hﬁcatmn

a
J
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'mcentlves may be further avalled of

this Act shall be modified, amended or repealed accordingly.

that the development and maintenance plans meet the standards set The
certification shall be the basis, upon epplication by the association with the
proper agency or authot'ity; _foi' the grant of incentives provided uguer this
AcL’

x‘x

SEC. 8. Prohzbttzon No artlficxal structures or 1mprovements shall be
constructed within the green park unless such structures or imgrovements
are absolutely necessary for the development and maintenange of the green

park, as well as the preservation.of the ecological system containecf*fﬁerein.'

SEC 9. Cancellatwn of Certification - If at any tlme the Department

,,deterrmnes, motu propzo or upon a venfied information filed by any person

that the state and condntlon of the green park ceases to serve its purpose, or
that the standards of the Department are no longer met, the Department

shall' lcancel its certlﬁcatlon ", Such ca,ncellatlon shall mean ' ’that no
'.*.f:i')»'
SECTION - 10. Re-application. - Within a reasonable time, as

deterrmned by the Department, from the tlme of the cancellatlen of the

: certlﬁcatlon, the association may re~apply for a certification sub_,ect to the

requlrements under Section 5 hereof. A re-application approved by the
ni [

Depa_rtment shall entitle the association to the incentives grante.d under

- Section 7 of this Act.

SECTION 11. Separabthty Clause - If for any cause, any part or
) ST
provision of this Act is declared mva.hd or unconstitutional, the 'remammg

part or provision not affected thereby shall remain in force and effect:

SECTION 12. Repealing Clause - All laws, decrees, executg_ge ;:;Qaders,

letters of instruction, prOclamat_ibns, rules and regulations inconsisicat with
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. SECTION 13. Effectivity - This Act shall take effect after:fifteen (15)

2 days following its publication in the Official Gazette or in at L:ust two (2)

'3 newspapers of general circulation.

' 'Approved,
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