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HOUSE BILL NO.

INTRODUCED BY HON. GLENDA B, ECLEO

EXPLANATORY NOTE

'I'he propased measure secks 1o establish the Islands of Siargan and Bucas
Grande as a protected arca, pursuant to the collestive demands and clamer of the
officials and conslituencies of the covered islands.

Siarpao Island, in the First Legislative District of Surigao del Nore, is one of
the ten {10) selected sites under the Conscrvation of Priority Protected Area Project
(CPPAP), a project which emerged pursuant to the provisions of Republic Act 7586,
ntherwise known as Ue *National 1ntegeated Protecied Areas System (NIPAS) Law",
aimed at biodiversity conservation and sustainable development

The CPPAP covers 10 privrity areas all over the Philippines and one of these 18
Siarpac island which include the Bucas Grande lsland in Surigao del Norw  This
was proclaimed as & protected arca on October 14, 1996 by virtue of Presidential
Proclamation 902 and was categorized as Siargao Island Protected Tandscapes and
Seascapes (SIPLAS)

As defined in NTPAS Law, Protected Landscapes and Seascapes are arcas of
national significance characterized by harmonious interaction of man and land while
providing opportunities for public enjeyment through recreation and tourism, within
the nurmal lifestyle and economic activity of the areas.

Siarpan Island was chosen as one of the priority protected sreas primarily due
to its importamt bio-physical fealures winch are vital [or the propagation of maoy
wildlife species. Among which are: {1) Extensive expanse of mangrove furest
covering 8,670 hectares, {2) fringing coral reels and numerous lagoons with unigue
faunal assemblage; and (3) endemnic species of birds, marmmals, and flowering
plants in the terresmal ceosysten.

The varied habitat types and associated forms of the island arc significantly
considered as to its conscrvation importance and sustainability.



Siargao’s 2036 hectares of forest land comsists of mixed Diplerocarp foress
which scrve as home to hundreds of wildlifc species such as Philippine Tarsier,
Philippine Cuckatoo, Flying Lemur and variety of avian species. Dipterocarp species
of whitc lausn and yakal domenates in the upland. And it takes prde of being one of
the habitats of ironwood "Mancono” (Xanthosthemum verdogonianus) in the
Philippincs

The mangrove seagrass and mudilats are the habitats and feeding ground of
migratory waders, waterbirds and mangrove-associated oTgRmISIS. The coral reot
serves as spawning ground of reef-associated fishes.

The island also endows natural and scenic attractions. Tt is an area of white
sand beaches, hidden lagoons, enchanting caves, karst scenery and magnificent rock
{ormatlions.

such that, basing on lhe aforementioned dominant features, Siargac Island
favorahly falls in the category defined under the said NTPAS Law.

The proposed measure, thereforc, intends tor (1) protest, conserve and
rehabilitate natural habitats and their associated biodiversity, resources and landscape
values, {2) organized and empower communities and enable them Lo participate
actively in PA manapement: (3) devclop, promote and manage sustainable
alternative livelihood systems; (4) inform, educate and raised the ccological
comsciousness of all stakeholders in the island. (5} ensure that STPLAS laws and
poticics are efTectively enforced.

The immediate passape of this bill is most carnestly requested.
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HOUSE BILL NO.

INTRODUCED BY HON, GLENDA B, ECLE(Q

AN ACT
TO ESTABLISH THE ISLAND OF SIARGAO AND BUCAS
GRANDE AS A PROTECTED AREA, PROVIDING FORITS
MANAGEMENT AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

He i enocted by the Sepate and the House of Represematives of the Philippines in
Cempresy ayyembled:

CHATTER 1
INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS

LSECTION 1. Title. - This act shall be knowh as (he "STIARGAQ ISLANDS
FROTECTED LANDSCAPES ACT 2001,

SEC. 2. Declararion of Pelicy. - The importance of Siargae as a habitat for
endangered species, a mangrove reserve atl an Beo-tounsm Arca, behooves the
State to undertake steps [or #ls protection and conservation, Tt is, therefore, declared
the policy of the State to gnsure the protection and conscrvation of Siargao Islend | its
biodiversity, the communities residing therein, their culture, the way of life insofar as
these are in harmony with nature. In so doing. the state shall:

4} Preserve sample ecosystem in its natural stale m lowland, evergreen forest,
mangrove, marine lakes, pristine coral reef. complex seaprass beds,

b} Preserve genelic resources and to roaintain resources and ecological
diversity such as. but nod limited o, Sabt Water Crocodile. Green Sea Turtle, Tarsier,
Dolphin, PDugong-Dugong (Sea Cow), Sea Eagle, Brahminy Kite, Rufous Hommbill



¢} Provide education, rescarch, and environmental monitoring, Tecreation,
and tourism, and alternative economic opportunities to sustmnably optimize the use
O rEsouices,

d} Foster partnevship between governmenl, npon-government arkd people's
oTganizations,

SEC. 3 Secope. - The SIARGAD 1ISLAND PROTECTED LANDSCAPES
AND SEASCAPES shall cover the islands of Siargao and Bucas Grande and the
municipalitics of Butgos, Dapa, Del Carmen, Gemersl Luna, Pilar, San Benito, San
Isidro, Sta. Monica and Socorro and all 1ands and waters within the boundaries fixed
a5 follows;

Tie Point: BLLM No. 1, CAD 789D with Geographic Location of 9°
4700 558N 128% 20'23 669"E is situated at Barangav No. | - General Luna, Sungao
del Norte:

Technical Descriplion:

ETATION BEARING TMSTANCE CONTROL.
Tie Point WI5® '00"E 37.000.00m o corner

I 2 S05Y 9'I9'E 650 9lm 1

2 3 541° 3'd"W 19, 167.65m 2

3 4 NTO0"W 21,474 56m 3

4 3 NEA16W L5, 184.T4m 4

5 & WIGO 0™ 16,4461.03m L)

B 7 MNIBPOUOITW 16, 500 (0m a

7 g M392'56"W 21, 716.48m 7

8 o NES0N3"E 22.,850,00m B

o 10 MN46"0'00"E 23.000.00m g2

10 11 S50°0° | 2'E 15981.10m 11

Il 12 S5217P30"E 31,255 88m 11

‘The forepeing boundaries cover an approximate ares of 278,914 131 hectares.
Any modification to the foregoing boundaries shall only be made through an Act
pussied by Conpress afler {ull consultation with the Protected Area Management
Board, affected public, local government wnits and concerned government agencies

SEC. 4. Definition af Terms. - for purposes of this Act the following terms
and phases shall mean as follows:

Hindiversiny - refers to the variety and variability among all living organism
and the ecolomreal complex o which they oceur.

By prrewefrecis - refers W any parl lakes o wald species sech as bides, antlers,
teathers, fur, teeth, elaws, interng] organs, egps, foots, frunk, branches, leaves, stems,
flowers, bark, including its derivatives such as blood, oils, resin, gum, seed, spores.
pollen, oil, honey. beewax and the like.



Riodegradable - refers to objects which are capable of being broken down. as
a compound, by bacterial action or capable of decomposition by natural means.

Collecrion or cofleciing - retiers to the act of pathering or harvesting wild Hora
and fauna species, its by-products or denvab ves

Commercial Facilities - relers w the conduct of business whelher private or
governmemial by natural or artificial persons with the purpose of securing an
economic or resourse surplus not needed for immediate subsistence.

Cenmmercial fishing - refers to fishing by passive or active gear for trade,
business or prefit beyond subsistence, whlizing fighing vessels of more than 3 gross
tons.

(rwservation - refers to the conduct of business whether privaie or
poverminental by individual or by proups with the purpose of seeuring an economic
oF resource surplus not needed for immediate subsistence.

Feo-Systerm - refers to the communily ol plants and animals, and their physical
environment, and the interactions between them.

Fxoie Species - tefers to species of subspecies, which do not naturally occur
within the countrv or within the biogeographic region of the Philippines, which the
protected arca 15 stuatcd within,

Fish and fishery-Aquanc Products - includes all fishes and other aguatic animals
such as motlusks. crustaceans, echinoderms, manne mammals. and all other specics
of aquatic flora and fauna and all other products of aquatic living resources in any
form.

Fishing - the taking of fish. aquatic preducts or any aquatic flora and fauns
from their wild state or habitat, with or without the use of fisng vesscls

Fishing vessed - any boat, ship, or other watercraft equipped to be used for
fishing or awding or assisting one (1) or more vessels in the performance of any
activity relating to fishing_ including, but not limied to, preservation, supply, storage,
refrigeration, rransporiation and/or processing,

frovewt Profucty - refers to iaclude timber, pulpwood, brework, bark lreée top,
resin gum, woodd, Tumber, ol, honey, becwax, mipa, mblan, or other [urest growth
such as grass, shrub, and flowering plant, the associated water, fish, game scemic,
historical, recreatipnal and geologic resources 1o forest lands.

Liba-Liba - refers to a tishing gear, or any variation thereof, consisting of a
conical shaped net with a pair of wings, (he end of which are cormecied lo two rapes
with burt, plasic sinps or any similar materal to serve as scaring or herding device
with hauling ropes passing throusgh a metallic nog permanently attached to a tom
welght (hnggote) when hauled into a fishing boat.  Also known as hutbot-halbet or
bira-ira in other vernaculars.



Management Plan - subject to Section 5 hereof, refers to the tundamental plan,
stralegy andfor scheme which shall guide all activities relating to this Siargao
Drotected Landscapes and Seascapes in order to attain the nbjectives of this Act 45
stgied in Section 2 and shall inglude successors plans.

Marginalized Fusherfolks - refers to fisherfolks who cngage in fishing with ot
without the use of fishing vessels or non-motorized or motorized fishing vessels
powered by a single engine sixteen (16) horsepower or less.

Mury Ami - tefers to fishing gear used in reel fishing which consists ol a
movable bag net and two detechable wings effecting the capture of fish by spreading
the met in arc form around reefs or shoals and with the aid of scaring devices, a
cordon of fishermen drive the fish from the reefs toward the bag portion of the whole
net.

Non-Government Crspetization - refers to non-stock, non-profit erganizations
with qualifications, expertise and objectivity in activities CONCErNIAE cummunity
organizing and development, Or resouTce and environmental conservaltion
management and protection related Lo the protected area

Nor-Renewable Resourees - Tefers 1o those resources found within the Protected
Area, the natural replenishment rate of which is ether not known or takes more than
25 years,

People's Crganization - refers to a group of people which may be an association,
cooperalive, federation, aggrupation of individuals or groups with an identifiable
structure of decision making and accountability, established to undertake collective
action Lo address community concerns and needs in relation to the protecied area.

Preotected Area - refers to the area within the scope of the Siargao Protected
Landscapes and Seascapes as provided in Section 3 hereof

Projected Fndangered Species - refers to any of the following species: Fauna-
Crocodile, (ireen Sea Turtle, Philippine Tarsier, Monitor Lizard, Dolphin. Sea Cow,
wattled Brogdbill, Brahminy Kite, Sea eagle, Rofous Hombill, Katujo. Flora-
Dipterosarp species, mancuno {Iron Wood) Fire Orchids, Pitcher Plant, Maribojoc
Pine. Includes other species as may be covered by Appendix I and 11 of the
Convention on Internations] Trade of Endangered Species and as may be declared or
provided by laws, international treaties, administralive orders and rules and
vegulations of any concerned government agency.

Protected Area Fermit] icensecAuthority - refers to a limated term privilege or
authority duly granted to a natural or artificial persos, of group of persons to unlize
am aliowed resource or undertake an allowed activity within the projected area, by the
Protected Area Management Board, Protected Arca Superintendent or any entity duly
authorzed to prant the same

Secretary - tefers to the secretary of the Depariment of Environment armd
Natural Resouwrces.



Swevessow lom - subject to Section 6 hereof, refers to subsequent management
plans which shall guide all activities relating to this Siargao Protected Landscapes
and Seascapes

Superfighi - also referred to as magic light, is a type ol light using halogen or
metal halide bulb, which may be located ahove the sea surface or submerged in the
water. It consists of a ballast, regulator, electric cable and socket. The source  of
enerpy comes from a generator, battery or dynamo coupled with the main engine.

Sustainability or Susteinable - refers to the use of components of biological
diversily in a way and at a rale that does not lead 1o the decline in the species used,
thereby maintaining its potential to meet the needs and aspirations of the present and
the firure Filipino generations.

Vernured Migrams - refers to individuals and households who have actually and
continuously occupied such public lands which are noi alienable and disposable
within the profected area since October 10, 1991 or earlicr and are substantially
dependent on the protected area for their livelibood.

Timber - refers 10 wood having an average diameter of at least 15 centimeters
and a length of at least 1.5 meter in its unaltered state, or wood regardless of size
sawn or hewn on two or more sides usually referred to as flitch and all mangrove
species regardless of size

CHAPTER II
PROTECTED AREA MANAGEMENT

SEC. 5. Muanagement PMan. - The Protected Area Superintendent Office
shall prepare the management plan in consultation with the approprate offices of the
DENR, local government units, Jocal communities, concerned government units and
expects who may extend their services. The Management Plan shall be reviewed.
approved and adopted by the Protected Area Managemeni Board and wverified and
certified to by the Sccrelary, within one (1) month from submission, that the plan
conforms with all laws, rules and regulations issued by the DENR. e case of any
inconsistency with existing laws, rules and regulations, {he Secretary shall identify
the inconsistency but still certify the consistent portion thereof vr if acceptable, the
Secretary shall exempt the management plan from applicability of the particular rules
and rcgulations il is inconsistent with, Tho Prodected Ares Management Board may
revise or modily the identified inconsistent parts ol the management plan.

The Management Plan shall serve as the mandatory guide to all activities
relating to this Siargao Protected Landscapes and Seascapes tn order to attain the
objectives stated in Section 2. Within two (2) years from the effectivity of this Act, a
banagement Plan shall be lormulated in accordance with the General Management
Planning Strategy provided for under the National Integrated Protected Areas Svstem



Act of 1992 and its implementing rules, regulations and administrative orders. The
Management Plan shall contain, among others, the follawing

1. the category of the protected arce as a protected landscapes and seascapes,
2. periodd of applicability of the plan preferably at least 3 wears,

3. key managecment 1ssues,

4, goals and vhjeetives of management in support of Sce. 2 hereof,

5. site management strategy,

6. major management activities such as. but not limited to enforcement of laws,
habitat and wildlife managernent, sustainable use management, infrastructure
development and maintenance, fire and pest conlrol, etc;

7 pstablishment of zones and the regulated and/or prohibited activities therein such
as hut not limited to multi-purpose use zones, bulfer zones, recreational zones,
strict protection zomes, To avoid relocation. primary consideration shall be
accorded 1o the waditional zones used which has proven to be suslainable and m
consonance with the biodiversity and protection of the natural characieristics of
the protected area;

8. visitor management programs,
9. livelihood project portfolio and investment plan development

The Protected Area Management Board may delegate to, any person, natural or
arlificial, in the Management Plan, particular acts, powers, and authority relating to
the Management Plan. Such as, but no limitcd, the power to address unforeseen
contingencies or furmish details, in accordance with completc and ascertaimable
standards provided in (he same management plan,

Revisions or modilications of the management plan shall be initiated only
through the Protected Areas Superintendent or any member of the Protected Arca
Munagement Board ynd be approved and adopted by the latter, by al least 3 majonty
vote, afler extensive deliberation. The revisions or modifications shal] be reviewed,
approved and adopted by the Protected Area Management Board and certified to by
the Secretary, within one (1) month from submission, that the plan as revised and
modified conforms with all laws, rules and regulations issued by the DENR. In case
of any inconsisiency with existing laws, rules and repulations. the Secretary shall
identify the inconsistency but stil] certify the consistent portions thereot” or il
acoeplable, exempt the management plan from applicability of the particular rules
and regulations it is inconsistent with, The Protected Area Management Board may
revige or modify the identified inconsistent parts of the management plan.

SEC. 6. Suceessor Plans. - The Prolecled Area Superintendent shall initiate
the preparation of all suceessor plans one year before the expiration of the period of
applicabilily of the plan in elTect. The PASu shall cause the radio announcemenl and



publication of notices 1o salicit comments and suggestions on the next successor plan
in radio stations heard over the protocted area and nowspapers circulated within the
same, 48 frequently ax practicable and as resources will allow, and the posting of
such notices in the provincial, municipal and barangay halls and in {hree other arcas
frequented by the public on the first month of the last year of eflectivity of the
current plan, Public hearing may be conducted on the successor plan upon the
written request of any interested party.  All comments submitted or ventilated must
be properly dvcumented and presented for discussion with the Protected Area
Management Board. The adoption, revision or modification of the successor plan
shall follow the same procedure as provided for the management plam,

The Protected Aree Superintendent shall make the proposed successor plan
available to the public and receive and document public discussion, comments and
suggestions for a reasonable period prior to the possible adoption of the same by the
Protected Area Management Board. The finalized plan shali be made available for
public perusal at the Protected Area Superintendent Office upon the approval ol the
Protected Area Management Board.

In the event that no successor plan is approved and adopted upon the expiration
of lbe present plan, the later shall conlinue to be in elfect subject 1o interim
madifications as may be adopted by the Protected Area Management Board,

Unless otherwise sprecifically provided, nothing in this and the immediulely
foregoing section shall be construed to fimit the power of the Protected Area
Management Board to achieve the spirit and objective of this Act in the formulation
of the Management and Successor Plans.

The Munagement and Successor Plans shall be plainly written [or easy
understanding. Il is approved and adopted in a lenguape other than Bisaya or
Surigaonon, the same shall be immediately translated to wither of the latter and be
made readily available for perusal to the general public at the Protected Area
Superintendent Oilice.

SEC. 7- There shall be a Protected Arca Management Board which shall have
ihe sole jurisdiction, powes and authority, such as but not fimited, Lo policy making
and permit granting, over lhe protected arca [or all matters that may affect
bipdiversity conservation, protection and sustainable development 1 shall be
composed of:

1. The Regional Executive Director for the CARAGA Region ol the Department of
Fnvirgnments and Natural Resources or histher duly designated representatives
as Chair,

2., The local chief execulive for each mumnicipalily within the protectcd area or
his'her duly designated representative who must be an official of the same
municipality, as member;

3. The presiding officer of the Sangeunizng Bavan of each municipality, or as
otherwise  designated by the Sangguniang Bayan, any member of the
Sanggumang Bavan of the municipality, as member;



4, The President of the Tiga ng mpa Barungay of each municipality as membey;

5 Maximum of nine {(9) representatives from peoples orgemizations as member,
selected among themselves in a meeting duly called among all people's
organizations operating 1n the protected area for the purpose ol selecting
Protected Area Management Board represemati ves.

6 Maximum of seven (7) representatives from non-government as members,
selected among themselves in 2 meeting duly called among all non-governiment
orpanizations operating in the protected area for the purpose of selecting
Protected Area Management Board representatives.

7 The Provincial Planming and Development Oilicer or, as otherwise desipnated by
ihe Provincial Governor, an officer of the Provincial Planning and Development
Office, as member,

% 'Ihe Provincial Tourism Officer or, otherwise designated by the Provincial
Governor, an officer of the Provincial Tourism OTice, as member;

9, Representatives from government agencics operating within the protected area as
may be appointed by the above listed members of Lthe Protected Area
Management Board based on their relevance and potential contribution o
protected area management, a3 member; and

§0. The Protected Area Superintendent, as ex-officio member,

In the selection of peoples' and non-government organizations represenlatives,
areference shatl be accorded to those organization that are involved in the
conservation and prolection of {he protecied arca and in the field of development
work. The representation of non-government and people's organizations shall be
institutional and shall endeavor lo achieve geographic balance.

Every member of the Protected Arca Management Board shatl serve for 4 term
of three (3) years subject however to the elected oflice held. government employment
andior official designation of the local goverament unit, national ageney of peoples’
organization of non-governmenl orpanizalion représentation in the Protected Area
Manapement Board shall, as much as practicable, ensure sufficient representation of
all sLakeholder interests.

Representation of the local government units and national agencies in the
Protected Ares Management Board shall include the duty of appraising their
respective constituents, office or secior, ensuring consistency between thiz Act, the
Local Government Code, other relevant statutes and ordinances, local and national
development plans and projects failure to comply with the foregoing shall subject
such ropresentative to disciplinary action as the Protected Ares Management Board
may provide. Conflicts anising out of jurisdiction, powers and functions, provision
between this Act, ordinances, implementing rules, management plans and other
statutes shall be harmonized. The local goverament units and national agencics are
mandated 1o resolve such conflicts within the Protected Area Management Board. 1



a conflict between the L&GU, national ageneies and the protected ares management
objcotives remain unresolved within the PAMB, it shall be rosolved through
mediation. Any irreconcilable conflicts arsing therefiom shall be construed towards
achieving the rationale and spirit of this Act in accordance with Section 2 hereof.

SKEC. 8. - Powers and Funciiins of the Protected Area Management Board, -

The Protected Area Management Board, shall have the following powers and
funerwms:;

.I'-\j

L

Tssue all rules and regulations to implement this Act and related laws, rules and
regulations with power of delegation.

Prohibit and regulate, through protected arca permils, acts that may be prejudicial
to the protected area and the policy declaration herein set forth,

Establish criteria and set fees for the issuance of permits for the activities
regulated.

Adopt rules of procedure for the conduct of business, roles and responsibilities,
and discipline of the board, including the creation of committees to whom s
powers may be delewated.

. Approve, revise or modify the manugement plan and successor plans.

Deputized, train and discipline interested, capable and responsible individuals for
the enforcement of the laws, rules and rcgulations governing conduct in the
protecied ares.

Accept donations, approve proposals for funding, budget allocalions and exercise
superyision and when mandated, accountability over alt funds that may acerue to
the predected area,

. Owersee and evaluxte the office of the PASu.

. Identify, verify, and review all tenure instrunent, land claims, and 15suance of

permits for resource use within the prodected area and recommend [and
reclassification und proper use of resources found therein consistent wath the
zoning provided in the management or suceessor plans.

10, Accept, review and approve, after establishing criterta, rulex and procedures

11,

therefor, proposals for projects or activities to be undertaken within the protected
area which affects biodiversity conservation, protoction and sustwnable
development.

Initiale civil or administrative proceedings, file cniminal complaints and take
niecessary legal action againsd individuals, associations, corporations of any entity
destroving or contributing 0 the destruction of the protected area, in whatever
degree. Such as but not limited to discharge of waste or refuse which may reach
the protected area,
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4.

Participate int all stapes of the Environmental Impact Assessment process of
projects which may potentially affect the protected arca, and im the mumiloring
therent.

Review, approve or disapprove all projects and activities which may affect the
protected area and require the submission of pertinent information thereof and
undergn existing environmental impact assessment procedures. The PAMB may
alse recommend the project or activities which had earlier been not covered by or
was exemnpted from the Environmental Impact Assessment system to undergo the
same.

Recommended when appropriate, reclassilication of forest fands to alienable and
disposable public lands consistent with the zoning and management plans and
reversion of alienable and disposable public lands founds to have natural growth
of flora and fauna and important for biodiversity preservalion Lo inalienable
public lands.

The DENE. through the RED, shall exercise auibority to oversee the PAMB
to ensure that it is acting within (he scope of its powers and functions. In ase of
a contradiction between administrative orders 1ssued by the DEMNE pursuant to
the WIPAS act for national application and the rules and regulations issued by the
PAMB, the Secretary of DENR in consultation with (he Protected Arca
Management Board, shall decide whether to apply the rule or withdraw its
application to the site.

SEC. 9. {(hortem of the Protected Area Management Board - Presence of
more than half of the member of PAMB in a meeting duly called in acoordance
with the rules established pursuant to paragraph 4, Section 9 of this Act shall
constimute a quorum for the official conduct of business and enactment of binding
decigions. The PAME cn bane shall at a minimum meet on a semi-annual basis

SEC, 10. - The Executive Commintee of the Protfected Area Management
Board - There shall be an Executive Committec of the Protected Area
Management Board who shall posses the powers and functions as may delegared
by the Protected Area Management Board and shall be composed of the
tollowing members:

. The Regional Executive Director for the CARAGA Region of the Deparinent
of Environment and Natura! Resources or  higther duly designated
representalive as presiding officer;

[

The Local chiel’ executive for its municipality within the protected area or
his'her duly designated representative who mus! be an ofticial of the same
municipality, as member;

3, T'our among the peoples' organizations members of the Protected Arca
Management Board, as identified in paragraph 3, section 7 of this Acl selected
among themselves, as member;



4. Two among the non-govermument organizations members of the Protected
Area Management Board, as identified in paragraph &, section 7 of this Avt
elected among themselves, as member,

4 Fither one between the Provincial Planning and Development Officer ot the
Pravincial Tourism (WTicer as designated by the Provincial Governor, as
member;

6. One among the national povernment agencies member of the Protected Area
hanagement Board, as identified in paragraph 9, seetion 7 of this Act as
designated by the PAMB, as member,

7. The Prelected Area Superintendent as ex-officio member.

Membership in the eweculive committee shall be co-terminous with
membership in the Protected Arc Management Board.

SEC. 11. - Ouoram of the Executive Commitiee of the Protected Area
Management Board - Presence of more than half ol the members of Executive
Cammittee of the PAMB in a meeting duly called in accordance with the rules
eslablished pursuant 1o paragraph 4, Section 9 of this Act shall constitute a
quorum for the official conduct of business and binding decisions.

SEC. 12. - The Protected Area Superintendent ()ffice - There shall be
Protecled Area Supenintendent Office willin the Deparlment of Environment and
Natura] Resources for the Siargao Island Protected Landscapes and Scascapes
headed by a Protected Area Supenntendent who shall serve as the Chief
Operating Officer of the protected area. The Protected Area Superimendent
Office shall have the fullowing powers and functions:

1. Prepare the management and successor plans as herein provided,

2 Gerve as the Secretariat for the PAMRB with the duty to provide the PAMB
with all the information necessary for it o make appropriate decisions when
NCCESSAry,

3. Hire and supervise the necessary persomnel to support operations as the
buduets made available by the PAMB may allow;

4. Establish a productive partnership with the iocal communily, including
groups interested in the achievement of the goals and ubjectives of the
protected area, and in the planning, protection and management thereof.

5, Develop and implement a park information, education and visitor program,

6. Enforce the laws, rules and regulations retevant to the protected area, mstitule
and file legal action independently or in collaboration with other government
Agencies of organizations and assist in the prosecution of offenses committed
in viclation of this Act.



7. Monitor all activities within the protected area for comformity with the
management plan;

8. Issuc prolected area pertnits according (o terms, conditions and criteria
established by the protected Area Manapement Board,

9. Perform such other functions as the PAME may assign.

The Pratected Area Superintendent Qffice shall, subject to adjustments by {he
Protected Arca Management Puard and Department of Environment and Natural
Resources, at least be composed of the following:

1. Protected Area Supenntendent

Assistant Protected Area Superintendent

¥

3. Administrative Siaff

One (1) Administrative Officer 11
One (1) Accouniant |

Omne (1) Cashier

Two (2) Clerks

One (1) Dover

Two (2) Pumpboat Operator

(ne (1) Lhalnty Worker

4. Technical Scaff

Ome (1) Chief Ecosystem Management Specialisl
Two (2) Ecosystem Management Specialist I1
One (1) Project Development Officer

One (1) Sociologist

One {1} Forester 111

Ome (1) Marine Biologist 1

Eight {8) Community Developmenl Assistants
Nine (9) Protecied Area Rangers

CHAPTER T
TENURED MIGRANTS AND PRIVATE RIGHTS

SEC. 13. - Tenured Migrants and Private Rightx. - Tenured Migramts shall
be eligible to become steward of portions of lands within allowed and designated
zones. The Protected Area Management Board shall identify, verify, and review all
tenure instrument, land claims, and issuance of pennits for resource use within the
protected arcs and recommend the issuance ol the appropriate fenure instrument
consistent with the land classification, proper and allowed use of resources found
therein the zoning provided the management or successol plans.



Nothing herein shall be construed to mean any diminution of acerued nghts
earncd by tenured migrants. 1If however, arcas occupied by tonured Thigrants are
designated as zones in which no cccupation or other activities are allowed pursuant
the attainment ol sustainable development, provision for their transfer to multiple use
zones or buffer zones shall be accomplished through just and humane means,

In the event of termination of & tenure instrument for cause or by volunlary
surrender of rights, the PASu shall take immediate steps to rehabilitate the area in
arder to returm it Lo ite natural state prior ko the cultivation or oilier act by the tenurcd

migrant.

All private rights within the protected area shall be protected in sccordance
with existing law.

CHAPTER IV
PROHIBITED ACTS

SEC. 14. Prohibited Acts, - The following shall be the prohibitions and
penalties applicable to the protected area:

}. The penalties and qualifications prescribed in Art. 309 and 310 of the Revised
Penal Code depending on the value of the resources involved in connection with
the prohibited act shall be imposed upon any person who;

3 Hunis, takes, destrovs, disturbs or poysesses any wild terrestrial or aquatic
plants, animals, flora or fauna or products derived therefrom, within
particularly identified regulated or prohibited areas or zones in the protected
ares including private lands, without {he tecessary protected arcy permit,
authorization or exemption. as issued or promulgated by the Protecled Area
MManugemnent Board.

b. Cuts, guthers, removed or collects timber or any forest products within
particularly identilied prohibited areas or zones in the protected area
including private lands, without the necessary protecied area permit,
authorization or exemption, as issued or promulgated by the Protected Arca
Management Board.

c. Possesses outside the protected area any timber, forest products, wild
terrestrial or aquatic plants, animals, flora or fauna so prohibited by the
Protected Area Management Board or products derived theretrom which is
ascertained to have been taken lrom the protected area. It shall be presumed
1o have been taken from the protected area if the subject plants, animals, flote
or fanna is found in possession of person of conveyances that has traveled to
the protected area in the past seventy-two (72) hours,

d. Engages in mineral exploration or extraction, in whatever scale, within the
protecied area without the necessary protected ares permil or authorization



c.

from the Protected Area Management Board.

Engages in the quarrying of sand, gravel, guano, limesione or any material
within the protected area without an environmental clearance certificate duly
issued by the DENR and authenticated the Protected Area Management

Hoard.

Hunts, collects, removes or destroys endangered or protected specics, except
when collection or removal is for scientific research and is so exempted from
this prohibition by the Proteeted Area Managemen! Board.

Destroys or chuses damage to any coral or other non-living marine resources,

2. A fine or not less than P5,000.00 but not more than P250,000.00 and/or
imprisonment of not less than one (1) year nor more than five (3) years and the
restoration and rehabilitation of the damage shall be imposed upon any person
whi:

h.

Engages in fishing anywhere within the protecled area without the necessary
licenses, permits or authorizalions required by exisling laws, rules and
repulations and PAMR regulations. Provided, however, that marginalized
fisherfolks may be cxempted by the Protected Area Management Board from
this license, permit or authorization requirement

Engapges in fishing with the use of any motorized cquipment or superlight
wilhin the protected area without the necessary protected area permit,
authorization of exemption, as issued or promulgated by the Prolected Area
Maunagement Board. The ownerfoperator of the vessel shall be liable as
provided herein regardless of knowledge or participation n the illegal act.

Who operated any vessel beyond Lhree (3) gross tons and drops anchor within
areas nol specified for anchorage except where there is a danger to life or
property which necessitates such act.

Thriws, dumps of causes to be dumped tnlo the sea within the protected area
any non-hiodegradable material or other substance deleterious to aquatic lifc
The owner/operator of the vessel shall be ligble as provided herein regardless
of knowledge or partigipation in the illegal act.

Violates any mibes and regulations promulgated by the Protected Area
Management Board or agreements reached before the PAMEB.

3. A fine of not less than P250,000.00 but not more than PS00_KD,00 and/or
imprisonment of not less than five {5) years nor more than twenty (24 years and
the restoration and rehabilitation of the damage shall be imposed upon:

A

Any person and the owner/operator of the vessel who engages in fishing within

the protected area with the use of liba-liba, explosives, muro ami, noxious
substanees, electricity, or similar methods or substances, or with nets below
throe cemimetars {3 cm.) in size from knot to knot when stretched wnless used



for fishing of species which by their nature are small but already nature.
Provided that the PAMB may make rules and repulations to regulate, restrice or
prohibit other activities that may cause destruction or damage. Provided
further, if the owner/operator of the vessel 13 a corpor ation or partnership, the
punally shall be imposed on the chief executive officer of the corporation or
manayging pariner, respectively. The owner/operator of the vessel shall be
liable ag provided herein regardless of knowledge or participation in the illegal
et

b. Destroys or defgces for no useful purpose any natural formaticn on land or sea
within the protected area, provided that a useful purpose is ihal which is in the
management plan or is approved as such by the PAMB prior to the cormmission
on the act.

¢. Possesses ammordum mitrate, blasting caps or cyanide anywhere within the
protected area without the necessary provected area permit, authonzation or
exemption, as issued or promulgated by the Pratected Area Managememnt Board

4 A fine of not less than P5,000.00 nor more than P300.000.00  andfor
imprisonment of not less than one (1) year and nol move than five (3} years shall
be imposed upon:

a. Any person, including but not imited to the boat owner, master or opetator,
acting on his behalf or any fishing vessel who evades, obstructs or hinder any
enforcement of this Act, related laws or rules and regulations.

b. Any public officer, prosecutor, or officer of the law, who, 1n derelichion of the
dutics of s oflice, shall withoul legal justification refrain from instituting
prosecution for the punishment of violators of the law, or shall tolerate the
eommmisgion of offenses, Convietion of this offenses shall also carry the penalty
of perpetual disqualification from public office.

¢ Any person who shall evade responsibility for criminal acts by disguising a
vessel or hiding its registered name or registering 3 vessel twice under different
namoes, Such acts shall be presumed o be committed with the knowledge of and
by the owner with intent to evade responsibility for cnminal acts,  Failure to
prove otherwise shall cause the owner to be similarly penalized as provided
herein.

Valuation of the damage for thus Act shall take into account biodiversity and
conservation considerations as well as aesthetic and scemic valued. Valwation
assessed by the DENR or the concerned povernment agency shall be presumed
comrect unless otherwise proven by preponderant evidence.

Any person who shall induce another or conspire to commit any of the illepal
acts prohibited in this Act or suffer their workers 1o commil any ol the same shall
be Liable it the same manner as the one actually performing the acl.

All convieyanceas, vessels, equipment, paraphemalia, implements, gear, tools and
similar  devicss shall bo subject to immediate admimistrative  confiscation,



independent of the judicial proccedings, by the Protected Arcas Superintendent
Othee upon apprehension, subject however to due process and substantial
evidence  When legal action 15 however filed in the repular courts, the said
conveyances, vessels. equipment, paraphernalia, implements, gear, iools and
similar devices shall, independent of the administrative proceads, nol be released
until after a judgment. Proceeds of the sale of all ohjects administratively or
Judicially confiscated pursuant hereto shall acerue to the Tntegrated Protected Area
Fund. Procedure for the sale thereol shall promulgate by the Protected Area
Munagomont Board.

SEC. 13, Special Prasecutors. - Within thirty (30} days from the effectivity
of this Act, the Department of Justice shall appoint a Special Prosecutor to whom
all cases of violatton of laws, rufes and regulations in the PA shall be assigned
Such Special Prosecutor shall coordinate with the PAMB and the performance of
his'her duties and assist in the training of wardens and rangers in amest and
criminal procedure  The Protected Area Managemen. Board shall periodically
submit an evaluation of the performance of the designated Special Prosecutor to the
Department of JTustice,

SEC. 16, Speciad Counsels. - The PAMB may retain the services of a
competent lawyer to prosecute and/or assist in the prosecution of cases under the
direct control and supervision of the regular or special prosecutor and to defend the
members of Lhe Protected Area Managemen! Board, Protected Area Superintendent
and  slaff, or person assisting in protection, conservation and sustainable
development of the protected area, againsl any fewal action refated 10 their powers,
function and responsibilities as provided in this Act or as delegated or tasked by the
Protected Area Management Board,

CHAPTER V
INTEGRATED PROTECTED AREA FUNDS

SEC. 17, Integrated Protected Area Fumds, - The Integrated Protected
Area Fund shall be for the purpose of financing projects and activities in the
protected area ko attain the objectives of this Act. The following revenues, the rates
of which shall be approved by the Protected Area Management Board shall aecrue to
the Integrated Protected Area Fund:

Resource Lse

a. Pormit, license tees and rovalties from allowed extraction of use of TESOUrces,

b, Transport permit foes;

¢. Lease rentals of land, resources, facilities and equipment, not tourism related,
i allowes] areas;

d.. Such other revenues from allowed resources use within the protected area.



The tocal povernment unit from where the resource is located and the central

Protected Ares Fund shall each obtain a twenry-five percent (25%) share, while the
local Intewrated Protected Area Fund shall obtain  Bily percent {50%) share in the

foregoing revenue,
Y. Penalties or Damages

a Fines, fees and damages, other than those intended for rehabilitation,
collected from violalors;

b. Proceeds from the sale of confiscated poods,
¢. %uch other proceeds from prohibited or penalized acts.

The local government units andfor peoples’ organization, non-government
organizalion, which participated in the enforcement leading to the foregoing
proweeds, shall proportionally shave among themselves twenty-five percent (25%)
of the same  While the local Integratesd Protected Area Fund shafl obtain a fifty
porcent {50%4) share and the Central Protected Area Fund a twenty-five percent
{25%) share in the foregoing proceeds

3. Tourism Related
a. Entrance fees to ideniified and developed tourism spoLs,

b. Revenues generated from concessions, lease, ctc within identified and
developed tourism spots,

The tocal sovernment unit where the tourist spot or facility is located shall

obtain a fifty {50%) sharc in the foregoing revenues. While the Local Integrated
Protected Area Fund and Central Protected Area Fund shall each oblain a twenty-five

percent {25%) share.

All the foregoing revenues or proceeds shall be exempt from whalever tax,
charges or fees. The local government units, T.ocal and Central Protected Area Funds
may however opl to apportion to one another in part or in whole revenucs or
proceeds earmark. for them.

CHAPTER V1
EXISTING FACILITIES, UTILIZATION OF NON-RENEWABI.E
RESOURCES, ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT,
GO-NGO-FO PARTNERSHIP

SEC. 18 Existing Facilifiex within the PA. - Within ninety {90} days from
the effectively of this Act. all commercial facilities existing within the boundaries of



the protected area with a total capitalization exceeding P1,000,000.00 shall submit to
the PAMB through the PASu the following:

. Environmental Tmpact Assessment
2. Environmental Compliance Certificate, if any
3. Development Plan, if any

Failure to submit the reguired inftrmalion shall constitute a violation of this
Act. Based on its submission, the PAMB wilth the help of the DENRE, shall assess
such facility and its fiture plan and operation vis-a-vis the objectives of this Act.
The PAME may prescribe conditions for the operation of the faciity to ensure that it
does not contradict protected arca management objectives.  IFany of such conditicns
are violated, a finc of P5.00000 for every day of violation shall be imposed. Upon
reaching a total fine of P500_ 00).00, regardless of duration, the PAMB, fhrough the
PPASu and deputizing other government entities shall cause the cessation and
demolition of the cost of its owners.

Cxisting facilities allowed to remain within the protected area may be change a
reasonable fee by the PAMB based on the extent of its impact on environment and
biodiversity.

SEC. 19, Uiilization of non-renevable resources. - Any exploration for,
exploitation or ulilization of non-renewable resources within the protected area shall
not be allowed. Fnergy projects, whether renewable or otherwise, shall be permitied
only through an Act of Congress, provided that exploitation of renewable energy up
10 five {5) megawatts capacity shatl be exempt from such reguirement but however
subject (o the Environmental Impact Assessment process, approval by the Protected
Area Managememnt Board and such other requirements as it mayv require.

SEC. X). Envirernmendad Impat Asvexsmend System. - Exsting laws, rulcs
atul regulations relating to Environmental ITmpact Assessment shall be applicable to
projects and gctivities intended in the protected area issuance of the cormesponding
Environmentsl Compliance Certificate or the exemption thereto shall require the
approval of the Protected Areg Manapgement Board.

SEC. 1. Mandating Governmeni, Non-Government (rganization and
People's Urganization Parinership. - All government agencies, non-government
orgamzations, peoples' organizations and their personnel are mandared o
conbinucusly foster and develop a strong and true partnership for the purpose of
attaining the objectives of this Act.

CHAPTER ¥II
APPROPRIATION AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

SEC, 21 Apprapriation. - For the purpose of this Act, there iz hereby
appropriated the amount of F20,000.000.00, yvearty for the first five (5) years of
operation after which the TPAF should suppont PA activities without prejudice bo the



possibility of anmal appropriations as may be required and sourced from the budget
of the DENE.

SEC. 23. Constriction, - The provisions of this Act shall be comstrued
liberally in favor of achieving biodiversity conservation, protection and susiainable
development. Provisions of Republic Act Mo, 7586, otherwise known as the
Mational Inmteprated Protected Areas Systems Act and Republic Act No. 8550,
otherwise known as The Philippine Fisheries Code of 1998, and existing forestry
laws, and their corresponding rules and regulations not inconsistent hereto shall have
suppletory effect in the implementation of this Act.

SEC, 24, Repealing Clanse - All other existing laws, miles and regulations
inconsistent with the Act are hereby repealed or modified accordingly..

SEC. 25, Separability (lunse. - If any part or section of this Act is declared
by the courts as unconstitutional, such declaration shall not affect the other parts or
section hereof and shall continue in full {force and effect

SEC. 26. Effectivity Clawse. - This Act shall be translated in Bisaya or
Surigaonon. 1t shall be published once in a newspaper of general circulation readily
available in the protected area. It shall likewise be posted for three Gngecutive
weeks starting on the day of publication in the newspaper in hoth Enghish and
Cebuanu or Surigaonon language in a conspiguous place in the provinclal, mumnicipal
and barangay halls within the area as well as in three other places frequented by the
public. Thirty {30} days after the publication and posting, this Act shall have full
torce and effect.

Approved.
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