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EXPLANATORY NOTE

It is of public knowledge that the expensive destruction of
electric and telephone posts and aerial wire connection brought
by the catastrophic typhoon “Rosing” that hit the Metro Manila
area and many parts of | the country on November 2-3, 1995 has
caused panic to the public as they constitute a great hazard to
the 1lives and property of the people, not to mention the
inconveniences caused by| the long power stoppage. Added to this
is the fact that the aerial wire and cable connections
contribute to the uglingss of the places above which they are
installed because they |constitute an eyesore not only to the
public, but also to the yisiting tourists.

In order to minimiZe if not do away with the repetition of
similar events that may come in the future and so that the
public could be assured of their physical safety, the
accompanying measure pro¢poses to require all franchise holders
using wires and cables in the operation of their business within
the Philippines, to place underground their installations or
wire connections, subject to the following conditions:

1) On the part of| the franchise grantees who are already
in operation prior to the effectivity of the proposed
law, they have| to comply with it within a period of
five years from|its effectivity; and

2) On the part of |those who shall operate just subsequent
to the effectivity of the proposed law, compliance
therewith is required as soon as they start their
operation.

The author believes| that it should be the paramount concern
of the State in the exercise of its police power to protect the
interests of the consuming public from whom the franchise
grantees directly deriv%m;uge profits by the millions of pesos.
It is but fitting that they take into account what would be best
after the occurrence of [calamities.

In some places in |the world, cable and wiring systems of
all kinds are placed finderground; some even have underwater
connections. There is, therefore, no reason why it would not be
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The attached bill llikewise provides for a fine of Php5,000
per day commencing from the first day immediately after the
lapse of five years within which to place wire connections
underground until the grantee has fully complied with the same
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In view of the foregoing and in response to the persistent
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e approval of the attached measure is

HARLIN CAST. ABAYON
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REQUIRING ALL FRANCHISE
OPERATION OF THEIR BUS
THEIR WIRE AND CABLE CO

AN ACT
GRANTEES USING WIRES AND CABLES IN THE
INESS WITHIN THE PHILIPPINES TO PLACE
ECTIONS UNDER THE GROUND, AND PROVIDING

FOR PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF.

Be enacted by the Sena
Philippines in Congress
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SEC. 4. Penalty. - Any franchise grantee who violates
the provisions of this [Act shall be punished by a fine of not
less than five thousand pesos (Php5,000.00) for each day
commencing -

(a) From the first day immediately after the period of
five years fixed under the next preceding sectiomn has
expired wuntil] he has fully complied with the
provisions of | this Act in the case of a franchise
grantee already in operation of his business prior to
the effectivity of this Act; and

(b) From the date |such a violation is committed up to and
including the |[date of his full compliance with this
Act in the cage of a franchise grantee who will start
the operation| of the business subsequent to the
effectivity of| this Act.

SEC. . Repealing Clause. - All laws, decrees, orders,

rules and regulations,| other issuances, or parts thereof

inconsistent with the pr
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SEC. 6.

Effect]

pvisions of this Act are hereby repealed

This Act shall take effect
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general circulation.
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