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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Section 3. Article NI of the 1987 Constitution provides that:

“I'he Stare shall fford Jull protection to labor, local or overseas, r)r'o hized and
orovitizied, wond promone fidl emplovaieni and equality of employment cpportunitics for

}abor. by reason of its cconomic dependence upon capital, is decmed the weaker

1 the two and needs the protection of the State. Without such protection, worlxus arce

cusy ub;uls ol exploitation. It is in this light that Republic Act No. 8042, ‘othenwise
o as the “Aigrant Workors an 1 Overseas Filipine Act of 19957 was unautcd

While the said Act was mt:nded to establish a higher standard of prot,edtion and
promotion of the welfare of migrant workers and Filipino i distress, it failed, to the
author's mind, to give a higher standard to an overseas worker at least in one aspect.
Under the fifih paragraph of Section 10 of Republic Act No. 8042, an overseas worker
who has been terminated from employment without just, valid or authorized, causc as
defined by law or contract is entitled to the full reimbursement of his plawment fee with
the interest of melve percent (12%0) per ammen, plus his salaries for the. unexpired
portion of his eraployment contract or for three months for every vear of the unexpired
werm. whichever is less. In order fo give higher standard of protection and promotion of
e welfare ot the migrant worker, the phrase, whichever is less” should be chan%d 0
whichever iy higher,”

Immediate approval ot this measure is therefore earnestly requested.
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ANCACT ENSURING A HIGHER STANDARD OF PROTECTION AND
PROMOTION OF THE WELFARE OF MIGRANT WORKERS BY AMENDING
THE FIFTH PARAGRAPH OF SECTION 10 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8042,
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THIE * MIGRANT WORKERS AND OVERSEAS
CHAPING ACT OF 19937 o

)

He 5 oncted Dot Sencre wand the House of Renresentatives of the Philippines in
i S Ghehd '
SLOTION 10 The ffth paragraph ol Section 10 of Repubiic Act No. 8042,
Odiervise known as the “Migrant Workers and Oveseas Filipino Act of 1993” is-hereby
amended by chaneine the Tast word *less™ with the word “higher™ so that the paragraph

shadt now read as fotlows:

“Ti case of termination of overseas emplovment without just, valid or authorized
casye s delined by faw or contracy, the worker shall be entitled to the full reimbursement
of his placement tee with iterest at twelve percent (12%) per annum, plus his salaries {or
the saexpired portion of his ciaplovment contract or for three months for evervyear of

-

e veeypired term, whichever is {less] HIGHER.”
SECTION 2. This Act shall take effect immediately upon approval.

Approved.



