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HOUSEEBILLNO. 2568

Introduced by HON. ORLANDO A. FUA, JR.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Sustainable managemznt means the ability to meet the needs of the present generation
without compromising the abiity of future generations to meet their own needs. This is the
framework under which the present bill has been crafted.

The bill aims to mark 01 the ground permanent boundaries for all forest lands as mandated
by the 1987 constitution, in order to, among others, to accelerated and sustain the rehabilitation
and protection of denuded forest areas, with watersheds as priority.

Forest lands will be subdivided into management units such as protection forest lands to
be managed under the NIPAS law, watersheds and the like. There will be a comprehensive
management plan for each unit that will be implemented by a multi-sectoral management team
composed of DENR, LGU, community and NGO representatives.

Forest plantations will be encouraged in private lands as well as denuded forest lands.
This will be done in a sustained and well-planned manner.

The bill recognizes the role of local communities as protectors of forest lands through the
Community Based Forest Management Program or CBFM Priority shall be placed on indigenous
peoples through the recognition of their ancestral domains and the establishment of CBFM in the
land where they have lived upon for centuries. Local communities shall be trained to acquire the
kills, values and organizational capability to manage the forest areas adjoining their residence. This
will directly benefit more than 13 million Filipinos residing in upland communities.

Government , private sector and other groups will assist local communities including
indigenous peoples to effectively perform their role as forest managers. Alternative livelihood
opportunities shall be identified and created for upland peoples to iessen the pressures on cutting
trees as the sole means of livalihood. Part of the income from the utilization of forest resources
shall be set aside for forest protection, income generating activities and community development
projects.

Approval of the bill is earnestly requested.
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HEI\I OKL@;\—FU\A, JR.
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Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City

13" CONGRESS

First Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 2068

IntrodLiced by HON. ORLANDO A. FUA, JR.

An Act

PROVIDING FOR SUSTAINABLE MNAGEMENT OF FOREST RESOURCES
AND OFR OTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives in
congress Assembled :

CHAPTER 1. BASIC FORETRY POLICIES

SECTION 1. Title. This Act shall be known and cited as " The Sustainable
Management of Forest Resources Act of 1998 “.

SECTION 2. Basic Poalicies. In conformity with the provisions of the
Constitution to promote the general welfare and social justice inall phases
of national development, to protect and advance the right of the Filipino people,
both men and women, to a balancec and heaithy ecosystem in accord with the
the rhythm and harmony of nature, and to conserve and develop the patrimony
of the nation, the State hereby adopts the following policies relative to its forest
resources :

(@) The management and development of forest resources on a
Sustainable basis, which focuses on the resource and the people who

manage and benefit from it, shall be the guiding principle in
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strategies;

(c.) The participation of all sectors of society in sustainable forest
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3 protected areas shall be given priority to ensure environmental

stability, enhance biological- diversity and provide economic

benefits; » %
~

('f.) The specific limits of forest Iahdé shall be fixed and demar\cated;

i ! ' (g.) The use of forest resources shall bear a  social function,

responsibility and accountability to promote common goaod;

¥ (h.) A dynamic, professional and people-oriented forest service shall be

established and fully supported

(i.) *in pursuence of the principal of sustainable forest manégement, a

' o secured tenure shall be guaranted by the State.
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BEC. S JQiiJingﬂg- ' Ay used 1n this Act, the fbllu&ing
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Lerms whall cmean:
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Agroforestry refers to a sustainable management of lands

which increase their over-all productivity by properly combining

agricultural Crops, and/or livestock with forest crops

ﬁimulténeously or sequentially through the application of

manatgemen t practices which are compatible with the local climate,

topography, slope and soil as well as with the cultural patterns
/

or customary laws of the local population.

Alienable and Disposable Lands are those lands of Lhe public
domarn which have been delimited, classified and declared as such

and avad lable Tor disposition under Commonwealih Act. Mo. 141, as

I
amenied,  oltherwise known as the Fublic Land Act.

.

ancestral Domain refers to all lands and natural resources

occupled or possessed by indigenous cultural communities, by

Lhemselves or ~through their ancestors, communally or

individually, in accordance with their customs and traditions

since time immewmorial, continuously to thg present except when
. -~ .
intrerrupted by war, force majeure, or displaced by fﬂEFE, deceit

I g !
.
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me sbeal the
Annual Allowable Harvest refers to the amount or volume of

materials, whether of timber, non-timber or other . forest

products, authorized by the government to be harvested within

! u
pach yiar from the Torests.
Biplogical Diversity means the. variability among living

organismnss from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial,

marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes

5% which they are part ; this includes diversity within species,’

i
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additional to Lthe forest
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Brushlands rofer to areas characlterized by ‘discontinuous
| ‘
e i shewhby caned nonswood  vege lation  including grasces

3 ]
e Liceg from repodtoed elearing or burning . .

Buffer Zones «are  areas  ouwlsade the  bouwndaraes  of  and

e o brgo oy b tacen 't Lo protlected  areas designated  as  such

nurvaant to Secthon 8 of NIFAS Act that need special development

conts ol o an order to o avoad or mindmaze harm to the protected area.

By-Product refers Lo any part taken trom wildlife species

/

such as hides, antlers, feathers, fur, internal organs, roots,

trunk, branches, leaves, stems, Tlowers and the 1ike.
Conveyance refers to any vehicle, vessel, device or animals

used in ltransporting forest products.

=
Co~Production Agreement is an agreement entered into by and

between o qualified person and the government, for the former to
develop, utilize and manage, consistent with the principle of

sustainable developnent, a specitied portion of the forest land,

wherein  thie government provides inputs to the operation in
resources. The products harvested or

o

. : S
removed therefrom or the squivalent cash value thereof shall be
I . - ;

} \

Shearead by sscid peerson aned bhee govertoimentt . %
Critical Watershed i=: a drainage area of & river system

supporting  esisting  and proposed hydroelectric power plants,

e iaretion works or waler Yacilitics and other dnfrastracture and

P neeesd o protection and dmmediate rehabil i tation.

Department reters to the Departeent of Covironmeot and
leeuiis el 19= s

Finished Wood Products refaer to end prodacts thal are ready
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for use without need for fuwrther processing. such as, but not
. I ; r

Limited to, doorsg, door Jjambs, mowldings, plywood, floor

porrreto . anad other oamilar produacts.

Fishpond Lease Agreement is a contract entered into by

and Letween a gqualified person and the gevernment for the former;

|
|

-

\

!

to occupy and possess in consideration of o specified rental any

— =
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pubyl e Land tor Uhee roisang of Fash andd other aguatic produchs. i
Forest reters to either natural vegetation or j
: :
plantation of forest crops such” as trees, or both, occupying a
definable, uninterrupted or contiguous area exceeding but not
' t p
less Lhan one hectare 1n size with the tree crowns covering at
least ten (10) percent of the area, exclusive of the associated
ﬁe&ﬁlxngﬁ. saplings, oalms, bamboos and other undercover
vegebtat ion. A natural forest is a stand constituted by natural
successicn without human intervention which includes such stand
Lopes as dipterocarp, pine, mossy, beach and/aor mangrove, and
tor purposes of this Act 1s classified according to L) primary
ST
wuse and management and D) growth formation. As to primary use
S Rl =) - N — —_—
CEER e ” R,
and marnagement, a forest shall be eithoer a L) proteclion farest
e A 0 TR i e RS e s — o \

e nas

ar 2y production foresht after ites most effective function has

birer  detormined in pPUrGuance to this Act. As to the growth
PRRSETL Iy s S
formation, & natwral Torest is classified according to either 1)

SR Lwary or old growth forest which refers to foreast virtually

v F et ced fo hnunen activity: or 2) a residual or second growth

U

fOrmat which riedfera o oa natural forest which has been subjected
i .

tee baxmber harvesting and ex braction.
Forest Charges refer to the charges imposed and

cel lae bed by the government on tarest products cut, harvested or
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s h-)r’(':-.ll frromm ton et Landds.

Forest Community 1+ & group ol people who mavy or may
ol share o common interest, needs, visions, qtals and beiie‘f&‘.,

terratory wnsade or adjacent to z fores

Gcecrny rag o ror Latular

Jared amed also who are usually dependent o the' forest resources

T ctherean tor suabsistonoe.
Forest Based Industry rotlair Lo any industery that makes

o ol tor e U reont et ws raw o maleraals oor ase thom as hasis for

1 b bugsanesg.
Foreat Lands are thowse luands ol the public domain which

Class:fired as such by this Act and all unclassified

favie  beon

o ot tier punlic deamaan.
|
{

Forest Officer refers to any public officer who by the
nature of his appointment, or functione of the position to which

e o appeantod, or 1 delegated by the law and regulations or by

competent  authorities,  executes, dimplements  or  entorces the

provieaions of this Act and other related laws and regulations.

Forest Plantation revers to a trgat of land extaensively

L
.y

ol jestl KO Torest Tr@es, racttan, bamhoo,. and  other forest
\
B IE ) K

Forest Product refers to any forest resource that is
harsaatead or wtrlized, except minerals.

Forest resources refer to all natural resouwces whether
|

biomass such as plants and animals or non-biomass such as soil

Aand water as well as the intangible services and values present

L -
i cferest Lands o oan other lands devoted for forest purposes.

Grazing Land reters to a part of the forest land

designated and managed for the raising of livestock.

&
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“ﬁarvest Crcle refers to the number of years between

Lo sucenasive matar harvesh inlerventions of a forest product in
i . \

T aane ﬁuroﬁi ar et éithin i management uni .

Indigenous Cultural Community reters td a group or
tribe uf? ihdigpnnu5' ~ilipinos who bhave continuously li§ed as
ﬁmmmunit#p: on  communally  bounded and défined land since time
immemmri#l, continucously to the present, except when interrupted
by wen, foroe majeare or displaced by force, deceit or stealth,

armd Biave Luceeedoed in preuserving, malnluinlnq'and sharing common

bonds ot languages, customs, traditions, and other distinctive

cultuwral  bEraits. fis used 1n this  Act, indigenous cultural

comimeat By d e ancnry mones o L endh s genionds poc e .
ol

Joint Venture Agreement is an agreement where a joint-

ventuce company 1s o organized. by the government and a qualified

pereon, with hoth pacties . having equity shares, to develop,

bbby aned manage. cormsaslent with the pranciples of suastainabils

developmnent, a portion of a forest land. fnside trom earnings on

thiz equity, Fhe: Dovoromeat shall be entitled to a share in the

b wspt ctpad Ny
~,

Multiple-Use refters Lo the compatible or "harmonized
%

wlilization, development ancd management of the forest land and

forest  resources therewn in conformity with the principle of

s tarnabll o deve Lopmern .
i
National Park refers to a land area of the public

domain essentially of . natural, wilderness, scenic or hastoric

= :
Clir e ter which nas been withdrawn from zettlement, occupancy or

amy  forie of  developwent . axcept in contormity with a approved

manaciomnt plearn, aed sl aside as such toe conserve the are and to
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presaceyve the scenery, the natural and historic objects, wild
| p , : .
armimaly and plants therein mainly tor biodiversity conservation

.
ancl /o homan @an toymen b
h

Non-Government Organization refers to a private, non-

stoch, voluntary organization established primarily for service.

Coaoperatives and people’s organizations shall be considered as
MO0 for purposes of cthvis definition.

Permnit refers to & privilege granted by the government

| .
to & prrson Lo util;:e limited forest and wildlife rescources, or

to undertake specified forestry activity inside the forest land

without any right of possession and occupation therein, or to
eutablish and aperate a plant for processing timber, non-timber

wr other forest products.

Person rofers to natural as well as dwidical person.

Processing Flant or‘MiKI rofoers to o physical slractuwee

Tncluding i ts complement of machinerios and eguipment used for

procossing of timber or logs, other raw wood, non-timber or

b b forast proaducts dnctao thedr semi==finished or finished forms.

: e N ;
Production Sharing Agreement 15 a qutract wherein the -
f ) -
aovernment  grants to .o person the pravailege to manage) develop
A
and utilize foresl resources within specific area and period of

time The government shoall share in the ygross output at a pre-

Joetermined value of the forest products so harvested and wtil i zed

ny  the lagreement holder upon execution of the contract. The

contractor shall provide the financing, technology, management,

persennel rand all other inputs necessary for the impleasentation

i Pl agreomens b

Frotected. Areas are those areas defined and designated



- -iﬂ'}i‘-’i."—;m

A e o

N

(]

(&g}

i

2
10
1L
12

13

as suwiech o pursuant to Republic Act. Mo. 75346 or NIFAS Law. .

I . !
Reservation rerers to an area of forest land which hdﬁ

'
1 P

boegn roserved by law  for specific parpose.

Rotation refers to the number of years between the i
g f

initial- establishment of a plantation and the time when it is

congidered ready for cutting and regeneration. "
Secretary refers to the Sccretary of the Department of
Environment and Matural Resources.

‘Semi-Finished Wood Products refer to end - products

requuiring final stages of manufacture and/or assenhly such as,

but not limited to, window components, table tops, veneer and

abtherr similar produacts.
Sustainable Development means meeting the needs and

aaprration of the people without comprising the ability of the

ivture gencration to meel Lheirs.
Sustainable Forest Management and Development is the

process. of managing, developing, and utilizing forest land and

resowrces therein to achieve the production of desired products

or cervices without impairing the xnhePeqﬁ productivity of the

| 3 -
. : : p o
foreast thereby ensuring a« continuous flow of these products ar

a

services and wathout undesirable effects on  the physical and

HOCCL e ) e rmeaEn L
Tenure means gquaranteed peaceful possession and use of

upwcnfkc forest ltand area and thle resources found therein

covered by an agreemsnt, contract or grant which cannot be
»
altered or abragates withowl due process.

Trade means the act of engaging in the exchange,

porchase or sale of forest products locally or dnternationally.

o
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Watershed is & land area drained by a stream or fixed

body of water and dts tributaries having a common -outlet for

Rl
aurface ruan-off.

Watershed Réservation refers to a forest land that has

teen proclaimed by law as such, primarily for water production
PO OGS .,

Wildiife means wild forms and varieties of flora and

I
Tl g . '

Wood—-Based Industries refer to various industries that

are dependent on wood as the principle raw material including,

but not limited to, the saw milling industry, pulp and paper

.
industry plywood and veneer manufacturing industry as well as

the secondary and tertiary wood processing industries such as

molcings and furmdd twre manufacturing, among othars.

CHAPTER II. LIMITS AND CLASSIFICATION OF FOREST LANDS

SEC. 4. 'gimigg f Permanent Forast Landsg. The permanent

forest lands  shall be thowse portions of the lands of the public

: .
domain classified and delimited pursuant tawthis Act. All lands

I

e = - .
of the public domain classified as  Torest lands by the

Dmpartmedt as 0f December 1994, under its Land Classification

Frogram are hereby declared as permanent forest landsa.

Within .six months from the effectivity of this Act,'the

D&part&aqt shall submit to congress map of appropriate and

manent forest

uniform scale indicating the specific limits of per
: {

lanchs by}prmvincw.
The Department shall complete the classification of the

remaining unclassified lands of the public domain within three

(3) years Trom the effectivity of this Act. All such lands which

|
i 10



11
13
13

14

18
19.
20
21
22
23
24

20

shall be classified as forest lands shall also be declared

t.

parmanent Tore lands upon submission by the Depar-tment to

~

5, bthe maps of said forest lands. Frovided, that no

Congre

lands of 4the public domain =sighteen percent (18%) or aover in

slope shall)l be classified as aliernable and disposable lands

——

ercept those with well established communities duly recognized

under the Local Government Code. Frovided, finally that &l1

—

D@martmmnﬁ.%mcmrdﬁ pertaining to the specific limits of forest
lands shall be made avallable to the public upon request. The

Departmant shall furnish all provinecial, ounicipal and city
crevviEerimesry ta copdes of bhe maps of permanant forest Lands Lereactan

el
wicbke ki respeotive hevedctord el duoedaeld bl o

I iuel el 2 e rmanerct Forest

SEC. 5. Aahelitional EAreas ho

Tends. The following lands, even if they are below eighteen per
cent CLAX) din slops, are nesded for environmental protection and

Torest protection purposes and shall nolt therefore, be olassified

s alisnable and disposable lands, nor be subject to logging,

R E AR CUE Ty kg arned ot e mumhmn‘rmgmurc@ (o0 O W ol W R 1
| o

% : 3 s Pt
st s b e 3 ' %

\

) foceas lasa than hwo Panchred ity (2500 Frerccbare s whi oh

are far from, or are not contiguous with any zertified alienable
o el sposabde Lancsy

| )

By L Teolated patches of forest of at least five (%)
hectares with rocky terrain, or which protect a spring for
commmural use s

: \

£ Areas of not less than ten (10) hectares covered with

nactural foresty

cl) 11 mangroves and swamp  lands which are not yet

ik
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Caead MYrgbe o wates Yane af civers cand slream with channels of  at
T f3.v0 (2 mexlers wide, which are nolt vel clawssified as=

ety caw e sposidi el

i) Slraps of wangrove or swamplands at least twenty (20)

meters waice, along shoreline facing veeans,  lakes  and  othee

bogics ol water, aod staeaps of Jands at least twenty (00) metores

wider Tremadn labes, which are not yet classified as alienable and

At s vl aniz

g Sutvdes tneedead o o Lhiese prarpos e ot il anvbicr e Iosual

Aot ional  parks. narional o histeracal cactes, aganme refuge and

e Tt e e e T e swret b slatian o s, Cessarchs esperamental

Pk Pt el st SR B g

Aroan previoawsly prociaimed by law as forest reserves,
e ~ay '

i B, J "
natltna!l parks, game rifugu, bird mancluaries sanational shranes,

1 > of
o 0 ! q i ) \
prec b ewia . B Lo ic ahrinus, patiomal hustordc sl tasy
b Areas wi thie wateraheds reservationss and

1) Nreas considered environmentally critical because of

Cheeir wwdnbeanrd ity Lo damags from typhoons, Landslicdes, voladanidc

(8
cranlicrng and obthiar matral caunse s,

* . .
fneres s who Gave aoquiored vested rights over lands e@pumerated

sbove  are  roguired - to amplement soil  and  waler cdnservation

o coordination with the Department and the appropriate

(AR R S
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Oeal governmenh unat, trovaided, That Ui uepa unsiie woies s o,
toval governmient v unat concerned, shall immediately take the
necessary steps to expropriate the property concerned or cance)
ar amerd any tilles 1asued thercon under any ~of the following
I

0 A B S U TR

1) Fairlwe e of the owner, afler due notice, to implement
rpropriate soil oand waler conservalions

=) Issuance of titles over such areas was accomplished

Fiveowagh ieadd, decert, misrepresentation or other anomalies: and

S Fublic interest so reguirces.
SEC. 6&. MonzDiminution of the Gpecific Laimits of Forest

Loty s The pecrfre Limita ot Lthe jpermanent forest lands as

dgetermined in o accrrdance with Section 4 of this Act can not be
. ~ L .
b bttt (RS eiEplT B e it an i GO TS .
SEC. 7. DRelinuatron ol Boundarios ot Forest Lands . The
|
Jepartment sbadl o witbion the eay (3) years upon the effectivity ot

has Aol delrneale on the ground the boundaries between farest

lands and alienabls or disposable lands with concrete monuments,

carsel  or Infroit i Eure, L  aliy other vaisable, permanent and
N
oy
it gecEie Gl werhea e | 2
: > = o
\
SEC. 8. Substlasgificption of Lhe Lorept Lavd. -~ The

Dpeer tmeen o ol |obhave the auvthority te sub-reclassify the Torest
|

eyl pathon !.;/' Pl Lomung evctempora o accordaneg Lo prdaarry use

B8La. Firotection Forest. All sreas within the forest

Pandds qfsignated or set aside as protected areas pursuant to

i NIFAS Act shall constitute the Frotection Forests. All

L)

LS

pinr 5

e v i ol arowtl forests shall also be classilfied Qs

Froatection Forest. [her  westablishment and management of

) LY
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protoction forests shall be in accordance with the said NIPAS
.

i Y

b, cProchickagn Potest Land. All permanent Torest
¥ g

r i

farvi= not clessafied as Frotection Forest as defined in Section
yc ni'ih!m el sbiad )l bie clacsi fied az Production Forests. These
fore-ts «hall bLe mainly devoted to the production of forest
progaucts and servieces dn accordance with an approved sustainable
managenerl plarnc.
CHAPTER III. ADMINISTRATIOM AND MANAGEMENT
OF FORESY LANDS.

SEE .9 Jurasdiction and Lontrol of Forest Lands. The

1 P $
Department shall have Jurisdgiction, control and authoraity aver

all forest lunds and unclassified lands of the public domain

and shall soe ta 3t thalbt these forest lands and unclassadied

lands wf the public domain are managed, canserved, develaoped,

utilized, and protected consistent with the palicies promulgated

in this Act. The utilization and development of forest lands and

e o e

unclassgitied lands of the public domain including the natural

therein shall not be allowed except wupon prior

resources

P

avthorization by the Secreltary.

i L Forest Lands Under Qther Government Agencies.

Forest lands and/or poartions thereof, which have been assigned

by law under  the  adwinistration  and  management ot other

government
government units, prior to the passage of this Act, shall remain
»

under the administration and management of these

agencies who ©hall be responsible for their protection,

O

rehabilitation, conservation and developmenl. These forest

-~

14

agencisgs including those devolved to the local-

government
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lands  snatll be managed and developed 1 accordance with a

cutstartnable management plan, which =zhall be prepared within one

.

vear from the effectivity of this Act, in coordination with the

Depar tment L.GLis concernaed local comnmmunities amnd organizations.
f ’ » g

[
Fravissd:, .. That the Department and the government agency
concerned 5hall periodically review and monitor the

implementation of the said management plan. Frovided, further,

that harvesting or utilization of forest resources or road

construction or building of infrastructure shall be undertaken
only upon prior approval of the Secretary and after compliance

with an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Environmental

Compliance Certificate (ECC) requirements. The Secretary or his

duly auwthorized representative shall have visitorial powers over

forest . lands under the administration of other government

agencies. Frovideod, finally, That these Torest lands or portion

therﬁof,'shall he reverted to the jurisdiction and control of

the Department when they are no longer needed for the purpose

by .which they have been constituted, or in the event of failure
of the  agency concerned .to rehabilitate, protect, develop and
i . ‘-\"
the forest in accordance with the  approved .management
X \

manage

» \
\

plan. The use ot these reverted forest lands shall be detefmined

by the Department.

Sec. 11. Forest Resources Within Aliqnaglg and Dispogsable
Lands. The Department shall encourage and provide incentives to
land awners of alienable and disposable lands. to keep  the
natural forest on their lands under sustainable manégement or
de§elog‘$nd maintain a tree plantation on the same. Landowners
may r;éister their forests with the Department and shall be

15
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assisted in Lthe preparation of' a management plan, given other

technical assistance and allaowed to harvest the trees in
accardance with the plan. No utilization of natural forest
L BB S -

resources shall be allowed without prior authorization by the

— }

Secretary.
—

SEC. 12. PRarticipation of Local Government Units in Forest

Mananement. Fursuant to'the.pertinent provisions of RA 7160

otharwise known as the Local Government Code,'the LGUs éhall

i "I'.
share. with ‘the Department the responsiblllty in the sustainable

manaqempnt and development of: forest rasources thhxn their'

+err1torial Jur;sidiction.' Thé LGUs, with the Department’s
. 4 v LI z'l t

a:smstance : hall implement, supervxna, control as well as

i il |
i)

provide'funds for forestry prDJs:ts and activitias intluded in
v‘In ‘l ‘l. ‘ 1.4" ..

the dpvolved functiona O'f the Dapartmant pur‘sue\nt to tha said

LOCnl Government Bode. " They shall be consulted oh an9 and all

forest prulert% to be implwmentpd and shall have equifablw ghare

of the r@venuam derived from the forests within theirﬁterrltorial

jurisdiétion. For this bhrpoée,v.the Departhent, the Department

' 1

of Interior and  Local Government (DILG‘)#M‘ the Leaguas., of

gl B ! e 3 THL)
s '1)1 IR e

Frovinces, Cities, Mun1c1pa11tles and Barangays, shall, Nﬁthin,

one (1) year from the passage of this Act, formulate a Jjoint

strategy and program to implement the pruv1qimn nf thxs hrt.
I

‘CHAPTER IV. SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF FDREST RESOURCES

SEC. 18, Sustainable Farest Managemegﬁ_ El gng;ng. In

pursuit of the management and development of forest resources

r

on a sustainable basis, government shall adopt and implement a

- long-term strategic plan implemented through medium term plans

and annual operations plans.

16
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12
13

14
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17

18

promote the multiple-use and sustained yield of the forests to

provide the optimum benetits to the people wi.thout impairment of

the bio-physical and social environment.

-

SEIC. 14. " Sustainable Fdreat Management Unit. "Forest lands '

zhall be divided into sustainable forest management units based

on watershed boundaries or other practical considerations, by

the Department in coordinatiop with the LGU concerned. Each

. t
sustainable forest management unit shall be managed,
approved

developed, " protected and utilized according to an

L37% 1 PR WS B 0 T T

For each

| BED.

foreast management unit, tHe custainalle allowable

e termined on the

resources, regeneration capacity of

sustainab iy

basjic he' area, volume and

harveat ohall

kirnd of harvestable forest

Lhe  toreatd P OUT G, presceibed silvicultural treatments,
|
marvestang - wycle and rotationm  thereof among others. The

Secretary shall dssue  guidelines for delermining the sustainable

Al lowabile harvest. Mo person shall cut, harvest and gather any

' 4
Torest products unless duly authorized tb«:.gg s0 in accardance
) ) ! ) . 5 —
Wi th Section 8 her o, \ \

Inono cace shall Lhe original Torest cover of the management

vnit be reduced as a result of timber or any other forest

produwst harves g angd other  aotivity.

BEG 16,
Forest Cover. A1l new projects to be implemented in forest
= .

including harvesting, grazing and other spkcial uses,

i
mineral procpecting and

Lande

exploration, road, infrastructure, and

17
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28

Novescmant (FRIA) consistent with D No. 1191 and Fresidential

RDecr:a: Nu. 1846, The Department whall doesign and implement a

N T R B vt cnamien Lal Jmpricet ceeniensmenyl,  moni toring and
|
cvalnation. 'system 1ar all forestry projects. "The Deaepartment

Chial perindically monttor changes in and status of forest

OV Qeiing - pract bt bul  rueliable  asnusessaoent  technigues.

CHAPTER V. COMMUNITY-BASED FOREST MANAGEMENT

SEC. 17.- .Compunity -Based Forest HMHonagement SHtrategy.

—lmee T Teas

Forest comwmunities, indigenous peoples and other communities

whose lives, culture and gquneral well-being are intimately

Lankod ' with the foreats, shall be- entrusted - with the

responsibilrty to manaqge, develop and protect forest resources

under the prainciple of stewardship and empnwmrhent. They shall

AL CE in acoordancoe

Fote () 1y the privalege to utilire fTorest re
|

with an approved comprebtensive  management plan and «hall be

e b Uled to the nrenbives on establishment of forest nlantations

Gty hereot and other incentives as

< provided for Ly SECE S 2
the governmenstt may lator on  provide. Ther Department, local
e
g e
ciovernment  uni e, ol her govermnment anernel ey, non-government
3 7 .

w

\
g zact e el Pt an cesnparies o andd individoals  shall
core Fed Ty prosva des thisse communc tlhes with  appraprrate long term
|
fosinn @ Seciired Ty, Lo b cal KRG LB TAYCR TrEcLn e Aand ot ey
capability to

necescary  Clo streng then tho commanaly "6

A b oA e
|

arptect,  develop, manage, utilize and benefit from forest
»

respurces. Fursuant to these policies, the State hergin adopts

]
Community fased Forest Marmagement Strategy (CBFMS) jaa &

=

principal strategy to achieve sustainable forest management,

18
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LOCLa) fuetice and economidc development PAartloriar iy s viiw oowe ma

nreas. "The community shall be provided with a long term

ity orft Lornre.

SEC. 18. tlanagement of Forest Rewsources in The -i;.f‘
i I
. 1
managemant of forest resouwrces in CEBFM areas shall be embodied =
in a tonprehensive Resource Management Flan which shall provide ;|
awddance Tor the access, use, and protection of natural resources ;
therein, within  Lhe Tramowork of and consistent with the overall
i
[ v ; i
., atrateqgy for development of the larger and/or entire watershed !
ar . Implementation of the Comprehensive Resource Management ?
lard zhotld result in a) sound environmental management; b)
improved  land pfoductivity; c) socio-economic upliftment; d)
ﬁlS s bivn Cummunity partircipation; e) development of strong,
i .
?14 sus bainable commoni ly  organizaliong and F) secarliy of tenure.
15 SEC 19 . fualified Farticipants. Only organized torest
2] . t
16 cunmunities " as defined in  this Act shall be eligible to
Ny .
J :
él? par-ticipate in the CBFMS. The indigenous peoples shall be
i
i 18 encouraged Lo aclively participated an the implementation of CEFM
h19 activities in recogrmition of their rights to their ancestral
(o N
f} . B
120 | domains and lands.  Al) organizations eligible  to partigcipate in
i 8 . .
i 21 CRITMS shall set as basic requirements for acceplting membership
&
)
izz 1 he ric bl owarg e L occbiongo
| - ' ~
p B3 L5 Plesmbier s sheal b ber Falipino o bizens.,
r
; : ‘
£ Y Er et & My e TR Des
94 =2 Mezint , tl [
3 : 1
?25 e foctually tillanmg portions ot the area to be -
"
26 s dewd.,
e |
D% b. Traditionally utilizing the resource for all
ﬁs substlantial portion of their livelihood, or

19
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BEE. 2. involvement of LGUsg, FOz. NGOs, and other Groups

ALY 5 1 8 They  Department shall work with local government unjite,

A
people’s  orginizations (FOs), non-governnent organizations
(MGOSY . reddgrowy groups,  business and industry, and other

concerned organizations  to ensure that communities are empowered

bo dndtiate and achieve the oblectives of this Act.
o
B |

SEC. 21. - Community-Rased Forest Managament ERQEL&L ﬁgg unt

(CBFEMSA). . The Department shall establxnh énd; manag?

i e
Pommunlty Rased Forest Manag@ment Special Accnunt:‘ (CBFMSA)

aupport the implementation of the strategy and provide flnanpial

and professional incentive system for deserving communities: and

government personnel. The Department may source local and

international grants and donations for the establishment of.the

CBFMSA..‘btber sources of fund may later be determined by the

Depear-tment subliect to existing government regulationm.

SEC. 22. (reation of Financing Mechanisms for CREM. Within
sirw (&) morths after the enactment of this Act,‘governmenf
N oy

financial institutions, such as the Development Bank _ of . the
N\ ! \

1 )

Fhilippines (DGF), the Land Bank of the Fhilippines (LEBF),

Government Service Insurance System (GS18), and the GSocial
Security System (858), in consultation with the Department shall

{4

formulate favorable tinancing mechanisms for access by

|

organizations in the pursuit of the . CEFM

N 1 33%

» (] » 3
strategy and its sub-strategies such as community training. and

communities and

empowermé#t, enterprise development, aqroforestry development,

forest plantations development, and other non—-forest- bdsed

20
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BVl YT D e o b AT P kWY A ALV LIV METTY A DWW D e
8EC.  20: Funding. In 1ta budget preparation, the

Dupnétment and the Local Government Units shall allot adéquate

funds Lo eiftfectively accomplish CEFPM Largets and shall ensure the

thclosioh of such budgetary allocations in the annual General

fippropriatyonyg Act.

SEC. 24. fweas Aveilable for CEFM. Subiect to prior vested

rrghteg CBEFM chall b dmplemented on all public lands. ancestral
domaing of CCyS . and on protected arcas subjiect to the provisions

o the MIFAS Lawe

SEC., 25. Focoqni tion of ﬂ;gngi to Ancestral Domains. The

qnvbrnmént shali protect the rights of Indigenous Culturai

Comnunibies (ICCs) to their ancestral domains to ensure their

cconmaic, social, and cultural well-being. The vested rights of

Lhestre: Commurt Lo over cLhe  forest resowrces withan  thede
!

anei s braly doimeins shall  be recognized qand respected.

Hn koo otherwise Longn ess provides, the Depar-tment shall, in
conoul tation with the indigenous cultural communities, undertake

ancestral domains claims in  accordance wibh

Lhe deslinewtion of
-

v
)
e apded cnes promu boacted by the Deparctmenct. | A
w! \ \

and  Limitations. ' An

SEC. 26.

Indigrenous Cultural Commurinty occupylng a recognized ancestral

domdin ahall have the right Lo possess and occupy the territory

reeac il lyg

) tey use the land, waters and other natural resources

T subgiantence, livelihood and income oaeneration; to :have

o gommunal areas, including fishing and hunting grounds,

R O o S

coaur et od waler.  forest  products  and  other resourcesg to
O SOer Ve, rostore  and maintain a balanced ecology in the

e ——
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ancestral domain by protecting the flora and fauna, watershed
areas and forest preserves; and to observe and comply with the
provisions of this Act and the rules and regulations promulgated
in pursuance thereof. Frovided, however, That na portion of' the
ancestral domain shall be alienated or encumbered except to
bonitide member of the recognized indigenous cultural communitys
Frovaded, tTwrther, that extrac{ion of natural regsources shall be
in nccarﬁanﬂp with an approved ancestral domain management plan

and other pertinent rules and regulations of the Department.

SEC. 27. DManagement of Angestral Domajng. Existing laws to

the contrary notwithstanding, ancestral domains shall be managed

by the indigenous cultural communitiecs. Frovided, hoqevvr. That

the management thereof is consistent with thp' principles of

camnmunlty-basad forestry and of sustainable development.

PrDVidaﬁ further, That the Department shall exercise general

supervision over the management of these areas.

CHAPTER VI. REFORESTATION AND FOREST PLANTATIONS
DEVELOPMENT
= .\.; :
SEC. 28. Objectives and Plans. It "whall be a major

-

objrective of the State to reforest all degr aded and dqﬁuded

foreat lands and other idle lands deemed more suitable’ for

grawing trees than for other purposes. Toward this end, the

Department shall formulate a long term reforestation program, to

be implemented into mediwm term and annual reforestation plang

1 .
aned  which ohall Torm an  integral part of the sustainable
» ;

management plan consistent with Section 13 hereof. Forest lands

ta: be reforested shall be identified and prioritized. The

reforestation program shall take into account (1) the f¢rest

N
3
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10

precchoacta anod wacber sappld

gnvironmental dmperatives such as the need for comservation of

soil resowrces and biological diversity, and (2) the potential
to use reforestation as a strategy Tor increasing . livelihood
opportunities &nd improving socio-economic conditions  in the

vual arE s . Specific  reforestation prlart wicthin & Forest

management unit shall olearly define the objiectives and the

scbractegies bo o athacin bhem.

Thee Stacke sbhall peomote the brosao-basad paorbichpation of all
sectors of society, including the uplancd communities, government
agencies, local government units, non-government organizations,
private landowners and corporations in reforesting denuded or
cdegraded lands. It shall also adopt techniqqaé and_stfategies
thmt'will pramerte chiversity of species in reforestation areas.

SEC. 27 Reforestation in Frotection Forest. The

bl :
reforestation and  rehabilitation of degraded areas inside

protection "fwrmst shall bBe undertaken ih%«a;cmrdanme with the
1

BT A et o ¥ "\ .
ol S  bem ?' \

A}

SEC. 30 . Establishment of Forest Plantation in Froduction

L.&rid . The State may enter into joint venture, co-
production agreement and production sharing agreement. consistent
o ./ i

tions 4% and  §H0

with hereof,) ° with qualified community

organizations, local government units, non-governmeant

pregarih zactions, peivate companies and obther interested persons for

.

the establishments of forest plantations in forest lands under

P

such  terms  and conditions as  may be promulgated by the
R
Department. - The managemsnt agreement shall be for a pericd of

twernty five 28) yvears renewable for another twenty five (Z5)
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0

3%
P

(]
o

v and 3t shall ot e terminatad except for couse or for

BT, v R (el ) 1A A e e Ll [EYER FETI TR S i A protects ol Pl
. L
G ameent.. ar portions LR eof, found within productic.a toreenatls

b et o wc managgramen b age eeesmen b under thas vectlion.

|
SEC. © 31. Puforeatation or Eostablashment of forest

ey,

]

D%

ernment  agenc

Cloveatien s borcest Langs Undgr Uther 6o

1

Dtiear Government Agencies and institutions having Jurisdictaion
over Torewt loands as provided undier Section 10 hereof shall be

e vty Biloe o o et L. roclorceastat ron ard roehaty 1i Lot ton el

Hecawdod  od Coegraded portions of the tnrest lands under  therr

rerradletion, AN accordance with thoe  approved management  plan,

Lot conrsr s tenl o with the policies prunclgated  vnder thias Mot

Parliure to rotarrat gatd denuded Tourest lands an accordance wath

Lhwe opproved plan shall be sutfaicient around teo revert the o

rTareat lands o the jurtadiction and countrol of the Reparlment.

s .
Me: Repartment ohall provade necessary technical acsastance upon

vegueest by concerned agencners.,

SEC: 3. - lonugntavieg. To encourage™tquallitied persons to

o -
=

% , ¥ \ W
cogage n reforestabion and/or establaish forest plantations, the

tollowling  incenueves  shall  be granted, 1n additaion to those

W S 3 T w7 B0 1 (RN 2o P 80 - L O S R

The: ayurecmenl bhinlder shall not be subiected to any

)

anligatian prescribod wn or arising out of the provision of the

Mot sonals internal Revenue Code. on wi thholding tay ate source upon
- 1
i Lot s L paid o besrrowing dncourred tor the dovelopmenl of Torest
Y b},\ (% (¢ Radad ,{"‘}\
prdon ket ion g

l .
L) . Amounts syupended by the agreement holcder in the

deovelopment and operation of a forest plantation prior to the

24
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G MDD (83] ~

ceamms e dal Farvest, he regarded as ordinary anc  necessary

bvs i merss @ pense OF s capl tal e parcd ture sy

<) The RBoard of Investments shall clasSify forest
plantations as pionesr and preferred areas of investment wunder

it annuallprjarity plan subject to the rules and regulations of

i smadod RBoaro sy

cl) The agreensent holder shall be given priority in credit
assistance cean tecd by | Government-0wnecd , Corntrol led ancl/or
ﬁuppmrted financial idinstitutions.-~ For this puwrpose, these

financial institutions and the Departmernt shall within one (1)

vear of +the effectivity (Wh this Aact, create @ favorable

meehanism o support reforestaticon and establishment of forest
} .
Pk sk ectd cr g

) Timber and other forest products grown in, and cut or
e =50

o«

gathered from forest plantaﬁion may be exported without

et ctd o an fora, gquarnticty or volumesy
P - "-___-___-—-—‘—

R <
1) Upon the pre—-mature termination of .agreement at no

Taonlt of the bholder, all depreciable permanaernt and seoci-parmanernt

= N

: ) - T g, s
doanpreovemer ta such o as roads, cbhuwildings and muesertios 1nulydmnq LARTE

plarted, stamcding trmmﬁyahd ather forest crops iﬁtrmducm& anﬁ tie
e webadined dn the area ahall be properly valuated and the hmidmr
Iﬁhmll be entitled to a fair cmmpéhmation th@rmfmr, the amount of
which shall be mutually agreed upon by both the Department ancd
1 &
the Rolder and in case of disagreemenrnt between tham,_ by &
mchal by acceptable dmpeortial third peastyy '
i) Mo contract or ageesnent ﬁﬁall bex  Lerminected except Ffor

canse or for reason of public dnteresty

| s E - y
The Secretary may provide or recommencd to the Fresident,

-
R
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ather incentives an addition to thooe hoerein above granted to

pr Qi by rotorestaltrion and establyashment o of forest plantaltions.

SEC. 33. Eotah) ishuenl of Forest Flantations on Frivate

Lands.. latablishment of forest plantat:ons on private lands and

othier  alaenavle  and  diaposable lands  shall be encouraged,

4
5

provi derl tlvan t ciich private lands and other alienable and

disposable lands are not prime agricul tural lands as certified

St by bthee Department of Agricul ture nor under the agrarian reform

Program 3 certified to by the Department qf Agrarian Refarm.

L2 SR Y R, S

The Doepartment shall provide free technical assistance to

11 . landowners who wish to establish forest plantations on their

pravate lands. All trees and other fTarest products raised

13 including timber species are considered agricultural crops. and

belong to the owner who shall have the right to sell, contract,

15 vonvey or dispose of ald planted trees and other forest
16 products in any manner he sees fit. The owner(s) shall be
&l
B i entitled to <dncentives provided ander Section 32, subsecltion (a)
18 b s o ) aril (e) - Frovided  that sach private Torest
3 N,

18 nlantations are duwly registered with the Department .

. : “ o

? 4 L
20 SEC. 34. Voluntary Offer to Reforest. Frivate landowners,
21 whe ther natural  or awedbdcical pmwﬁonm, may participate in

retorestation, forest plantaticns development or similar programs

23 of the Department. with the landowner contributing his land and
k ' ] : ‘

24 L Department fuenashang funds  to o reforest the area: Frovided,
That the property shall be exclusively devoted to the*planting

least one (1) rotation, which

'26 ot Turest species  Tor at

2T undertaking shall be annotated at the back of the title of the
e i

28 property: Frovided, further, that the proceeds from the harvest
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(0]

10

13

Tt

P

Cf vadd plantations shall be
I

}l
shared by the Department and the

Lardowner an accordance with an aQeeement to be executed by the

Dipartment and the landowner., Frovided, fihqlly, that prine

«gricultural lands as certified by the Departmént of Agriculture

ar lands covered under the agrarian reform program shall not be
= -
the ubpect to voluntary otfer to rerorest.

CHAPTER VII. INTEGRATED PROTECTED AREA SYSTEM AND

" BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

SEC. 33. National Inteqrated Frotected Area System. This

At herrby adopts [RA V586 ontitled "An Act Providing for the

Fatablishbment  and  Management a1 National Inteqrated Frotected

Ares Synleon, dJdetining ats Scope and Coverage and tor other

R SN T TRY P AL Forest Tands sub-classafred as protection forest

under Seclion 8.4, hereof shall be  managed, developed and
1

Clhidized an aceordance wilh the provision of RA 7586.

SEC. 3&6. Fraspecting for PBloluqical and Genetig Resources.

|
Fro-.pectiang for Lilologrcal and genetic resources, their products

wiitd derivativew for wdusational, scientific and commercial
* '»M-:‘
purpones and tor other purposes shall be regulated “by the State
o 3 \

)
to protect, conserve, develop and put to sustainable use and

Leneiit,  Lhose  cosour ges. Fhe gstate whall also prmmmté the
!

aeveitopment of local capability 1n scrence and technology to
achuieve oo irepreod bt o reliance an solected areas.
l}

The Denor taenty Lhe Depa tment of Science and Technology,

Aaricul lura, i Department of Health, the

'

e Deparbment o

Orsipar bmenn b af Meas=zian Atftarirs and the National Museum oshall

foalate Lhiee guiderlznes and  procodureas lor ther  meamagement .

g :
Stz B, (176 448 T o R 5 1 7 propagat ion anc conservation of

L o 4
2%t



efTectivity of this act. ] )
£ ,|

Fees and charges as may be determined and in the amountf

1

by the Secretary shall be i1mposed for the isunance of;

3
4

13 Mexd
. >

e b,
]
L]
i
4

) = a3
For the export of the captive-breed or propagated species,

an axport fee of not less than three percent (3%) Bf the export]

transport costn, shall be charged. Provided, |

value, excluding
i

that the captive-bred or propagated species for export shall'

originate Trom the'DENR licensed breeding' farms.fﬂ_:u_
' " : g T R

¥ | » ¥ 5
i { pushe g

pr1n|ity to the protectlon of forest weﬁourcmﬂ to conserve wmtmr“{

Intn ; i ol i g
NG R | : - i

|'J,:u, 28, i ,l CHAPTER vxn. FOREST. PRDTECT

1 ke ' , ' i ‘
e

-%JJ-13 i aEC A forkgg Frotg ;;g Proq_gm. The State shall give

T

=011 Tand biological diversity, and ensure the continuous
¥

availﬁbility of forest goods aﬁd services needed by the present

and flture generations of Filipinos.
Thir Department shall within one (1) year from effectivity of

this Act, prepare a Forests and Frotected Areas Protectinn

implementation nationwide,- and which shall be aH '
e,

art of., the sustainable forest management plan
d \ X ¥

Fraogram Tfor

integral

A
with Section 1% hereof. Funds to support this

consistent

Program shall be included in the Department’s regular budgetary

|

allocations under the annual Genéral Appropriations Act.

Furchase of essentiél equipment such as watercraft, aircraft, !

global bositioning systems, vehicles, communication facilities,

shall be allowed. The forest

Fire Ffighting equipment and others,
protedtion program shall provide tor sechanismns to secure max imum




!

|
simalar arganizations shall be

provincial, regional and natlonal levels whose members shall be!

draown Trom Department of National Defense (DNDﬂ, Department of%
! N !

Justice (DOJ), Department of Interior and Local Government

(DILGY L the Judiciary, the military, Fhilippine Mational Folice j%

CRME Y Local Government Units (LBU), other goverﬁment agencios,

non-government organizations, and the Department. These Teams

shall b authorized  to apprebend  forest law violators and

confiscate illegally harvested forest products, including the i

conveyances, tools and equipment used in the perpetration of the

formed in  the municipal, ' |

crime. Members of the forest protection teams are authorized to w
firearms in the evercise and perfaormance of their duties

carry

subiect to eareting laws, rules and regulations.

GEC. 3B. GCensus of Eorest Occupants. The Department, the

concerncd LOL  and Mational Statisntics Office (NS0O) ahall

complelie within one (1) year upon the effectaivity of this Act

the census of occupants inside the forest lands. Census of

dependent on forest

|
L1

occupants inside  forest lands and those

~

N

FESORIMCES
n P o
census ragularly condueatad by MSO. ; y \

]

e Frevention.  The Department, in collaboration

SEC. 39. ¥

with  concerned  Local Government Units, shall formalate and
4 .
ﬂnplement a program of fire prevention and control including

incentives to LGUs , pravate organizations or individuals who

sin order to

purticipate actively in fire prevention and control

’
I

ectige bhe damage to Forest resources.

SEC. 40. Frevention and Control of Forest Fest and

for livelihood sball be includ®d in the populatién i,
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10
L1

12

Uicgagnﬁ. The Department shall tourmulate and implement an,

intagratad pests and disceases manageownt program to prevent and

control pests and diseases affecling forest species and stands.

>

CHAPTER IN. FORESTRY RESEARCH, EDUCAT_IION, TRAINING
AND EXTENSIOM '

SEC.  41. Streangthening Research and Technoloqy Transfer.

Fazsrarch and technology transfer shall be strengthened to support
sustaimable management of forest resources. . The Department, the
: "

Departmen Lo of Scrence and Technology and the Colleges of Forestlry

ol Htate Univoersitices shall within one (1) yaear fraom the passage

of this Act, prepare a research and technology transtfer agenta

for sustainable forest management, which shall be implemented,

monitored and reviewecd in accordance with existing research

managbwent systems. = Frovided, that funds for research and

technology transfer shall be provided under the annual General

fppropriations Acl.

SEC. 42. Natinnal Public Information, Education and
T,

Advocacy Campaiqni, The Department, the Fhilippine Information
e % \ )

\ !

(FIA), Department of Education, Culture and Sports

Agenéy
(BELS
Tolleges., tmitrusmxbymnft from Local Government Units, NGUs, media,

and  other  organizations, shall  Tormulate and Implement ‘a

progréam for sustained, nationwide, public information and
r ; ) . €

forest conservation and sustainable

S

advocacy campaign for

dmvmlapm@nt“ The DECS with the assistance of the Department and
the College of Forestry, University of the Philippines at Los
— 30

v Btate Unidversities and Colleges, Frivate Undversities ancd
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10
11
12

13
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]
Bonog shall include a thirty—hour forest conservation subject in

iy enrrtcula tor elementary and high scheol education. Congress
-

slill allocate tundz for the purpose of supporting a systematlic

Campadgh Lo promote communily ecological awareness throughout the

couley .,

SEC. 43. Fnrmal Fourestry Education. The Commission on

Fhigbhor Sducat ion and Developosnt (CHED) in collaboration with the

Department, HBoard of Foresters of the Frofessional Regulatory

Commission (FRC) and duly accredited Forestry FProfessional

Oreopdarizat ion, Lhall actively pursue Lhe rationalization of ‘formal
| 1 - 3
farnstry education to ensure high quality manpower output

campratihle with the needs of the forestey seotor.,
1

SEC. 44. Contanuing Education in Forestry. A non-formal

progran of continuwing education shall be established to maintain

Lhe growth of the Torestry profession.  The Roard ot Foresters of

e l'-"|"\':)"l‘c.\':;‘e:;:i on Regulations Commission (RO and the Civi ZI.' Servi ce

Commission (C9C) shall provide the guideliﬁes for a program in

coretanuing education in Tﬁremtwy" The Department by itself or in
: 2,

cooperation with ascademic institutions shall develop. a program

' \
arid provide the infrastructures to institutionalize non-formal
com binwing education for the Torestry sector.

hnent of Tradning Centers. The Department

e BED .. A5

institutionalize & network of training

chall  wmtabl tsh anc
)

centors in gbrategiec parts of the country to ensuwre that forest
I i .

officers and clientele particularly participating LGUs, NGOs,

1FPs/ICCs and other participants in sustainable forest management

are afforded regular and up-to-date training on the various

aspects of sustainable forest resources management, development,

31
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and uatilization. Further, the Department shall ensure that
persornnel appointed to critical and sensitive positions undergo

training too  prepare them to discharge their duties and 1

PP&DHHSJ?iliTiﬂ% professionally, effigiently and effectively.

SEC. 46, Faorestry Development Cenger. Tﬁe Forestry

Develaopment Center (FDC) based in the College’ of. Forestry,

University of the Philippines at Los Banos, established' under

-~

FPresidential- Decree No. 15359, shall continue to serve as ;the

e e

prtmdry policy research and development center for forgs?i&uand %;
natural resources management. The Center shali perfoﬁm Jitﬁ 3?
- s i Lo el
functions in close coordination with.the Da?artmeqﬁéhﬁéﬁz %;gi
pollc) research institutions 1n’the country.ﬁ%The $;nté:%gﬁhii’f%
| £ %4 SAREIiR A HE.
assist the Department in the fof%ulation. raview‘;;g?éva}ggtlon’tf
IR 0 B A_,; oW

of  proposed and existing policip~ on fore try and natural i3

'

: , i
resources management. To enable the Centprltoﬂcarry out its
W i 1

mandated functions, the Depar{ment shall 'provxde financial

to the center based on approved programfof activities,

support
and which support shall be incorporated in the annual

Ny

‘ : N ’ ;
appropriations of the Department under the Gereral Appropriations
-’ . i \ L
\

met.
CHAPTER X. URBAM FUORESTRY.

SEC. 47. Establishment of City or Municipal Farks or

Forests. Every city or municipality shall establish a city or

o = e 2 e e S

parl. or forest “and shall include in ite yvearly budget

ML ik pacl

the necedsary funds for its establsihment and = maintenance. The

Department shall provide technical assistance to the ity or

ll
mani cipal government upon request, and shall coordinate with the

NDepartment of Interior and Local Government and other agencies

'liﬂ!,ul C R RITEOT | ARCTRNN, I

Xn rh d i ‘
i | g
¥ " !
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Hovernment and bthe private sesctor to ensure

of the Naticomnal

compdldancs ko bhis provision.

SEL 48. Establishment of Tres Farks in

bubdivision arnc

orn. Foadside. Every subdivision project

wer e developed atbter the passage of this Act shall irnclude the

cablishment of tree park of not less than fiftty percent (S0%)

of the Frequired total open spaces in FD Guicelines for the
matablieabment  arnc maihtgnaﬁcm of this park within subdivision
shall be prepared jointly by the Hﬁuﬁing arnd L.and Lse ﬁmgulatmrv
Board (HLUREB)  and  the Depar-tment. qu @very maiar  roar
coveatroction prodect, bhe DReparbment of Pablic Worlks ancd Hbighoways
{(DFWH) shall include the'planting and mainternance of trees along
roadsides, and establishment of roadside tree parks every TATTRY
I
PEOY kidometers along national roads and highwiays.

CHAPTER XI. DISFOSITION AND UTILIZATION OF FOREST

RESOURCES

N
e

SEE. 49.

AN Thiez
\ \

v

\

clezses Lopmern €, whidlization and mansagemsnt of forest resowurces’ shall

e under the Tull control and supervision of the Department. The

State may directly undertake swch activities, or it may  enter
)

into cocprodaction, doint venture or production sharing agreement

with Filipino citizens or corporations or assotiations at least
sixty per certum (&604) of whose caﬁital i94 Dwnéa by such
citizens. Frovided, That interestéd communities, indigenous
DEDDlES‘;ﬁd associations within_ or adjacent to the area shall be
gasen priority. Such agresments shall have a duration of twenty-

five (2%) years, renewable for another twenty-five (23) years

wreler T suck terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  provided by  the




i Y
1 bea i lan e Frevosd cled , oot her Thiat 1 he :.'t;)p}‘é\pr'l‘z\ Lee : Locai
2 (’»w--';rr.:nr-nl Ui n Lohawvee been congsultod. Frovided. furtheemore, That
)
8 cinch agre2menizs may not be terminated e:»:cng't for cause 67' iy i
4 pubitic wnterests so requires. Frovided, finaliy, that the

ek e
5 Lermination ol

osuch agreements other than for cauwse shall entitle

I
l - B8 the holders  thoreof to just compensation.Existing holders of

¢ Fi : = '

’ it valard and subsisting licenses or contracts or agreements grantod
e 8 by the government for the dovelopment, management and utlilization
|

i 3

it 9 et foreal resources shall 2. reviewed by the Departmont withan
! ;

“I 3 i U = g o " "

i R oae (1) year from the effectivity of this Act and only those
!

I 11 whach  bave complied with the terms and conditions of the
Ji .

3 |

: _

{ 12 agresment , permit, license or contract may be allowed to be
18 comnn Lini an Lo o ot the motes aathorized uander thia Act for the
i 14 durratann w1 Lthieir  unexpired term ) an'd.' under  quidelines
15 ° promalgated by the Doepartmeant. Froviiwd., That the concerncd
i i6 Local lDovarnment Untte have been consulted on the conversion wnto
t

1 L7 any ol the authorized mode. Provaded, further, that no such
|

! . . . .
i 18 convaersion will be axllowed in. protection forests as defined in
i ~ad
: 2o " e ; S\ .
i 19 T o T R S R I O R i A .

.l' .~ = o«

No holder of a L'.?D"'pt’"f.)dLlCt\an,. or joint

v burs or o production sharaing agreement or .contract shall aub--
1

i :I-

I 2z conbract, transfer, exchange, sell or convey the sam2 or any of

] i
I

! : " " 3 " " |

i A tosn rightt o oo dnterests  therein  withoat auwtharity from tiw

|

;: 24 Seecretary, sl whaeh  shall o remain valid  for the  remaining

;{-ﬂ 20 woeHpirtd term of the original agreement. 'Frovided, That, no

: {

f 26 trenater chall be awthorized unless the agreement or contract has

li :

l :

! 27 b 'in earstence and active for at least three (3) vears:

|

! .

I

‘ 28 Frgvided, further, that, the transferor has faithfully complied

[ e .

b :



18
19
20

Wittt Lhe terms and conditions of the said agreement or contract:
b

he tronsferces has all the gqualifications and none of the

i
~

dr-oualyfacations Lo held the same; and the btranasferee shall

auocme all thaer obliaabironms of the transferor. Frovaded, finally
Lhiat Abhe concerned  LGU chall bhe censulted on the trancier.
«  Timber harvestiog may by the

SEC. Si.

authorivation ot the Secretary be allowed in the production

toevat, ftorest plantations and allenable and disposable landsg

| ’ . 5 . .

sulryemot to bLhe policivs provided under this Act. Fimber
; o

Nar gt g shall in no case be allowed in the primary or old

=2 M e S A -mary _or. 0t

e 7/ i )

growtin toreslea and MO &5y Torestes.

e e e

T T T8EC.82.  Timber Harvestinn Restriction. The Pr'e ident of!

Lhe fepubdl i upon bhe vecommendation of the Beoretary AI“N.I/CN” the

Loceal
timber huarvesting restriction in any forest land or portion

thersof , feor just cause aqr when public interest so requires.

rrovided, however, that within one year frism the effectivity of
= ¥ Y L
: ’ - . . \ :: .
W ER AN fcl, Lhe  Depaartment, Local  Government  Unilts  and
\

comnmunities  concerned shall review existing timber harvesting

Festrictiong iaposed on certain areas and submit appropriate
poscommendact Lo ho bhe Fresident .

-t -t

SEC. 93 Nen-Timber Forest Froducts. Rattan, bamboos,
cxncla leee and  other  non- timber  forest products  are

ULy

incwGrgoa
»

developod, nrotoeoted and wtilized in accordance with a

cie redinabbe Forest mardagenent plans ,i.\hll' hmesnt of plantations

of non=-timber  produacing species shetll he encouraged and

G besd .

Doveraomant Unit concerned shall be authorized to impose a:

part. ot the forest land resources and  sbBall  be

1
!
[




g
A
i

i8

19

ﬁO

L)

e A

fd
il
P,

Thire developmant, management and wtilization of non-timber’
tieis sy b Oroduces shall be allowed in accordance with the

Gui li:liney, ko be promulaated by DENR. However, 1in granting
p?rmi&ﬁ 10 harvecsl or utilize non—-timber forest products in the

. 5 . . . . '
nalural forests, mriority shall be given to interested forest

Gt Lo or Indigenows Cultural Communitlies living nearest Lho

sorlenct. . toreatl lands. .
BELC . 24. GSraniig. Thez Depar tment shall identify areas in

L e oddue baon f oy b Lland suitable for grazing  puUrposes.

Plosaceseat ., s foreet beand B0% in slope or over may be wtilized For

| IS ERNTEY (A Pts R Jetonbiried gracing lands shall be Lurped over

thiv Bepartment of Agriculture (DA) who shall be responsible

i Lher development  and management  for livestock production

P I0SE 5 S . i"rovided, that, the DA shall prepare and be

reapaneahle for the impglementation of- a sustainable managenent

|

ploan of the grarzing areas. Frovided, fuether . that the DA shell

tive (5) years after the gramt, all leases or permits of

Cierinal

alley or undevelopad grazing lands. | Frovided, fainally, that
N
(o L hdng pas bure o bease  agreemenls/Torest lands grazing  leaso
\

v ovenent s (FLAG/ZFLGLAS ) shall be allowed Lo continue under the
e borrmn and conditions Ffor the unaonpired term. No new permit,

EEN ST L contract <hall be lssucd nor existing ones allowed to

cods Latmce G grazing  lands af not coverad by Environmental Tmpact

ponnen b (TR and Environmental Clearance Certificate (ROC).

»~

€6C. 55. Hinir

1 and Fower: Geoeration

Mimnn oporations shall be allowed only an production

i S i S

vl dands and subdect to the provasion of R& 7942 and wiclh cae

‘. -.';.l|.'.x-.

I s e

rpenaed Lo the prrotectanon of such lands, the smmediate environs,
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Forest rescurces inside mineral lands ace

Ling st avaennina U Lineraon.

e b durasddraotion of  ther Depertoent, and, thelir managem:s2ni

alved vt lrzactaon are subiect o the provisions of this ach. G

gqeaeraLlion operations 1n Torest lands mAay be allowed. Hotn
: I

mrcang  and  power  generation  opuerations  shall  be subaecl  to

cna L Ghmental dmpact assessment.

Infrastriiclures. Rouads and other

SEC. B6.  inadm and Olhe

[

T crastractures anscde Forest lands 4oall be constructe.d with 1ho

jeast  pmpairment to the resource vajues therein. Guvernment

wtadto a0 L e witer tek ing the constensiitn of roads, br idges,

Couttnongoc o ons  and olthor infrastructures and dinatallation insicoe

148 a0

Vo landy o shall coordinate wilh and ceek prior aathoridy from
< 1

Thae  Pospar toveril o ' " |

Forsone ollowed to develop, explore or utilize forest

wrsources as provided under Section 350 hereof, may be allowed to

conetruct s roads and others Lnfrastructure inside forest lands in

accordance with approved comprehensive management plan, and upon

by e Department. Rl roads and intrastructure
]

ans oragzation by

consbructod by forest management  agreemept  holiders and olther
vermittocs, licenores, lessees shall belong to the “state, arc

Lhe s ane administration therzof sbhball be transferred to the

sz rnmeys L vapmeceddocbety wpon clermination of bhe  ageooment.

of Forest Lands. The establishment of

)

EC. 37. fGgher Vs

»

processing plants, tog ponds, logaing and other camps, raight-of-

rrihts. canitoria, bathing areas. saltworks, orF other

vacy . wicten

beneficial infrastructures may be alleowed under the conditions
| .

apziEytied: 2n HSEelion %

3 hereotf, for a period not exceeding twenty
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(2= years renewable for another twenty five (29) YRArs.

R i

N

Frovidod, that such construction does not in any way ampair the

Teiricat conmuiiticesss ngh e dhe forest lLands. Frovided furthoer, That

{ &
& ARG whall be submitted and an ECC be secured from the

Depeariment.

CHAFPTER XIl1. FOREST-BASED INDUSTRIES

SEC. B8H. Entabtlishment and Operation of Forest-Rased
Industriva., It shall be the policy of the State to assure the

avios Lability and sustainability of the country s forest resources

through Judicious use and systematic restoration ory replacement,

increace the productivity of forest resources to meet the

demands  for  forest-based goods and services of a growing

population; onbance the contribution of +“forest resources for
achieving national economic and social development; and promote

oguitable access to forest resources. The State shall promote

the establishment, operation and development of forest-based
~rovided, that., The Dep&?tment shall regulate the

industrics.
establishment and  operation of processing plants.or mills for

torest products. To achieve this policy statement, incentives

shatl be provided to forest-based industries.

SECS 5% Incentives for the Forest-Based Industries. Tn

cnable forest-based industries to be efficient, 'competitive and

pconomically viable, the following incentives shall be granted,

i addition to those already provided by existing laws:

(&) A1l processing plants or mills shall be granted

o] , 1
operating permits for five (35) years renewable for another five

(5 yvears. Provided, That permits of processing plants owned oF

.

operated by holders of forest management agresments or contracts

e
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shall be co-terminus with the erxpiry of said agreements or

contractsy

LY

(b) The Department shall provide incentives for the

processing of lesser-—-used and non-wood species, and all logging!

antl wood processing wastess 4

() The Department shail within one (1) vyear from thé i
wffmutiviﬁy of this Act submit to Congress. through the President
of the Fhilippines, additional mea5ureslaesigned to improve the

cuompetitiveness and viability of Aforest-based industries that

et to bhe legislateds

()  The Department shall promole and strengthen the linkage
Letween corporale and Comounity —based forest industriesy and

() The Dapartment may provide other incenﬁives to forest-

bovwod industries as may bhe Necessary .
I .

SEE~ 60, Export And Sale of Timber Froducts. Logs &nd

-

lumber af whatever species and whatever dimensions cut, gathered

or removed from natural forest shall not be exported. However,

e

ctures and

Tirvishoed and semi-findoshed lumber products. wood manuf

. TRttt 4 155

P o i
——— o et

finished WDQd products coming from- local or imported logs

e

other
R S =

—_—

shall he allowed for export.

Logs, lumber and other finished products from plantations
e —————— e e

shall be allowed to be exported under such quidelines that the
Department may promualgeate .

Now person shall sell or offer for sale any log, lumber,
plywood® or other manufactured wood products in tHe international

[
gr domestic market unless bhe complies with the grading rules
neotablished or to be established by the government. Failure to

arthere to the established grading rules and standards, or any act

s el =9



R
g ool

of falsification of the volume of logs, lumber, or other forest
i ' "

i

products shall be a sufficient cause of export license,  wood

: : : ~ Jo 4
processing permit, or cother license or permit authorizing ,thei
s i 3 : 54 ."4?
manwfacture or sale of such products. |

CHAPTER X1I1I. FOREST CHARGES, FEES AND RENTALS

SEC. 61. Charges on JTimber and QOther Forest Products

Harvested. Forest charges chall be collected .en timbek,:_noq}

timber and other foraest product" harveatéd'ff?om hatufal forest
.l.‘~ !

lands pursuant. ta Rﬁ 7141. Forest ch&rges nhall be assessed and‘

collected based on the guidelines promulgaﬁed by the Department.
r-rf%wm iy ‘
Frovxded, that no forest product 5ha11 be transparted,e:onveyed,

used nor sold without paymant of fornst":haﬁgas.- Prnvided.

further, that non—payment of forest charges after'thirty (IJ0)
o4
dayﬁﬁupon asqessment by the Dapartment shall be a basis for

confiscation of said forest prbducta_ 'in. favar of the

’

government and tv be disposed of in-accordance with law.

‘BEC. &2. Feps ang sent«\lr for the Utilization,.
4 glatiy ‘\‘._;‘_.
Euploitation, Ogeupation. Fossession ofy and Activities Within

Forest Lands. . The Department shall prescribe appropriate fees

and f rentals for the | s different kinds of _utiiizatiun,
‘aﬁpfgitatimn, gecupation, possession of, or activities within
Torest Lands.  Likwwbwe, fees: shall be collected for the tiling
andipﬁPcessingldf applicatioﬁ therefér aslwell as the issuance
and:}ﬁnewal of iicegée, peraits, and agreementa. ‘

. Fit 5
- BEC. 63: Epes for Administrative Segrvices Rendered by the

ﬁgggggmggt Fees shall bé eollected for various administrative
sarvices rendered by personfiel of the Department in connection
40 \

cevnatoinn s an Lt
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1}
with! their duties and responsibilities &s may be requestecd by

but not limited to, surveying,

~

interoested parties, including

o pping cusd o bho wimi o services or activities.

CHARPTER XIV. FINANCING FOREST MANAGEMENT, CONSERVATION,

DEVELGPMENT AND PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR
SEC. 64. Appropriations. The amount necessary to carry out
Lhe provaisions of this Act shall be included in the General
appropriations Act of the vear following (h& enactment into law

and  theroatieor.,

CHAPTER XV. CRIMINAL OFFENSES AND FENALTIES

SEC. 65. Harvesting, Vathering and/Zor Collectinq Timber ar

Ditier Forest Products Without Authority. Any person who shall

harveost, cut, gather, collect or remove timber or ather forest

products trom any forest land, or timber from natural forests

dncide alictable and disposable public lancd or Ffrom private Land,
. ; o5 4

without authority from the Secretary or Who shall possess timber

o

or other forest products without the pertinent, Pequi#ed legal

aucuments shall be punished by imprisonment” ranging from prison

may Or miniaiun period to reclusion temporal minimum period and/or

fine eguivalent to ten (10)  times the value of fhw said forest
prmq$ct hut not less than fifty thousand pesos (SQ,OO0.00).
Prwvid@g. That., ir case of partnerships, associations or
COrparat ions, the Fresident, Managing Fartner, and General
Manager shall be liable, and if such officer is an alien, ‘he

ahiall, 1m addition to the penalty, be deported without fTurther

prceimedhi g on the  part o of the  Taoreaw  of Immigration  and
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Deportation. Ottenders who are public officrals B L we

decmed |, auwtomatical ly dismiased trom of fice and parmanently

droqualrfied from holding any elective or appointive position.

M1 timber or any forest products cut, gathered, collected,.

removied,  or possessed and all  the conveyances, machineries
eou pment, implenents, . wark animals and tools used in

cotmection with this violation shall be seized and confiscated. in

Tavor of the govoernment.

: SEC. 66. Illeqal Cutting as an Nch of Ecnnomic Sabotaqe.

It any acts enumerated in the preceding section have been

organized group through conspiracy,

conmrtted by armed group or
the  gathering., collecting or removing timber or other foresst
prmdu$t5 Trom any forest land or alienable or disposable public

land without any authority trom the Secretary, or puossession of
timber or other forest products wiathout the pertinent required
leegal  documents shall  be considered as anm act of economic

sabotage and wsoall be punished by reclusion perpetua.

SEC. &7. Use of Illegally Cut Timber in Government

SoContractors of government dnfrasteoacture

T

“ly

requirad Lo obtain certification from the Bepartmenl that
"

Clie lumber wesed were ftrom legitimate sowrces. Use of illegally

infrastructure projects 15 prohibited

gl vamber an government

andd o Ltte nee uwhall be sulficienltl cause for withholding of the

paymenit b Lhe  coentractor. Further, Lthe contractor may be
' 1

stbiveert Lo Lhe penalties provided andar Section 68, hereot.

To ensure the

SEC. 68. Damaqe: to Residual

sustalnabirlity of Lhe forest, adeguate nunmber of residual btrees

ahall  be marked, to form the future timber corop, before any

i3 472
I

i,



any marked residual tree that ig

1 hmrvwrtinu cperation commences.

2 damaged” 1s sub)ject to a fine equxvaleni to four (4) times the
+ regular forest charges. »

4 SEC. 69. Grazina Livestoct on Forest Lands Without a |
5 Frrmit. Imprisonment for rnot less than two (2) years nor mc::r‘e;‘I
6 than four (4) years, arnd a fine equal to ten (10) times th;
i regular rentals due an addi tion 1o confiscation of such livestock

and all ‘improvements introduced in the area in favor of the

%é 9 . Government, shall be imposed on any person who shall, witﬁout
f,
; 16 antthority under a lease or permit, graze or cause to gra:ze
b . 3 . i
{i o1 Yivestock  in forest  lands, grazing lands and alienable and '
12 disposable landa, which have pot as yet been disposed of in
I
13 nctordance with Lhe Public Land Act. Provided, That in case the
14 uf londer 19 o carporation, partnership, or association, the !
16 officer or dircctor thereof who directly cause such shall be

16 PTiable. In case the offender is a public officer or employee, he

17 shally, in addwtion to the above penal ties be demmea awlomatically

' 18 dismissed from'office~and permanently\pisqualified.from holding
"“‘..:,
19 |y lective or ugpuiniﬁve position i the, government service.
g \

2 SEC. 70. Destruction of Eorest

21 P oearnede ) Pl by onmag ] 5 Any person who enters

I ' and oruouples Or possesses, or makes kaingin for his nﬁn private

23 = or  for others, any Torest land, or grazing land without

24 mutﬁériiy from thi Secretary, or in any manner destroys such

25 fnremt'land, or part thereof, or causes any damagé\to the timber

726 stand and olher products and forest growth found therein, or

v ansiste, aids or abelts any other pwwﬁwn o do $60, OF 8818 & fif&,

28 2 negligently permits a fire to be set in any forest land, or

-
i
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6

refuses lawful orders to vacate the area when ordered to do so

stial ol upon coanvaiction, be punished anm amount of not leus than

(20,000.00) nor more than One Hundred

Twanty Thousand Fesos
Thousand Mesos (L00,000,00), and imprisonment of not less thoen
two (2) 'years nor more than six (&) vears for each offense:

Frovided, That in the case of an offender found guilty of making
kaingin, the penalty shall be imprisonment for not less than ten
(10) years nor more than twelve (12) yearé'and a fine of equal to

dight (8)‘time5 the reqular forest charges due on the forest

products des troyed, without préjudicm to payment of the fTull cost
of rehabilitation of the occupied areas as ‘determined by the
Department. Frovided, further, That the maximum of the penalty
prescribed herein shall b@'imposed upon the offender who repeats
the same‘offense, and double the maximum of thé penalty upon the

offender who commits the same offense for the third time or

oftener. In all cases, the Court shall further order the

eviction of the offender from the land and the forfeiture to the

Government of all improvements made and all vehicles, domestic

animals, and equipment of any kind used<in the commission of the
.

If not, suitable for use by~ the Uépartment said

\

ofTense.

vehicles, donmestic animals, equipment and improvement shall be
so0ld al public auction, the proceeds from which shall accrue to

the: Norest Management Fund.  In case the offender i a government

otricey  or  enployee hee shall, i1 addition to the above
penalties, be deemed automatically dismissed Trom office and

permnanently disqualified from holding any elective or appointive

position an the governmenl service.

11 the offender is an alien, he shall be deported after
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o 11
nervice of sentence and paymant of fines, without any further

Droceedings. 2
SE ._71. Illeagal Acts on Wildlife. It ?hall?be unlawful

for any person to collect, catch, pousass, gunt, wound, kill,

capturn, destroy the nest or egqgs, nest tr&es. host plants,

trade, display or keep in the petshops, flowershops,

archidariums, nurseries, and the like, threatened wildlife, 1ts
: ;

by products or derivatives or destroy the habitatg ot wildlaife,

iovc Lo g A hwaeas descgnacted as cratical habi tate.

Ny peroson violating this provaision shall be punished by

smprraonment of i (b) years and one (1) dav to twelve (12)

il
yeara, and a fine of one million pesos (1,000,000) for species

Tiated under CITES 1:  seven hundred fifty thousand pesas

(700,000 for  wpecres  Listod  wander  CITES Iz five hundred

Lhowiand  peaos (500,000) for all threalened species.

A craiminal action for violation of this provision shall not

bar the institution of & civil action for damages which may
. . 8 -
proceed dndepencdenthy . t

@

|

vt

All wildlife, its derivatives or by-products, \mnd‘ all

conveyances used in connection with

'

paraphernalia, tools and

vionlations of this provision shall be seized and confiscated in
Toainr eoof Lhe government.
il = ’ §.4 = .
L he oftender io an alien, hesshe  shall be deported aftter

service of sentence and payment of fines, without -any further

»
s ('.I(f.‘(é_.‘('l LI .

S, TEs Misdeclaration Falsification nof Forest Resource
s Sealing. Surveys and Reports by Government Qfficial o

finy public officer or employee who knowingly

Emploven.

et , 2



&I
—

[AN]
o

24
29

26

28

mor more  than twslvie  (L2)

miud@cﬂarm or falesrvfy forestc enource 1nventory , scaling.

“Surveys,  and olher similar reports which are contrary to the

Act ar the rules and

~

Evrpteria ol standards establishexd in this

rogulations promulgated hereunder shall, after an appropriate

adwinistrative procoeeding, be dismisewd from the service, with

progJudice Lo re-emplioyment. Uporn  conviction by court ot

compertec o awraaduction, Lhe same public otficer or employee shall

further suffer an Lmprisonment of not less than eight (8) years

yearse and & fine of not less than

(Z0,000.00) nor more than One Hundred

Twenty  Thoudsand Fesos

'

Thousand PESOS (LOO,0Q0.00) ., The ' inventary. ' survey,

claswiticotion or reporl reterred horein shall be null and void.
! -
8B 7S Unlawnful Operation of Sawmilils. Any person

wperabting o sawnill or mini-sawmill without authority from the

Secrvtary. oShali be punished by a fine of not - less than one

hundred thousand nesos (P 100.000) and confiscation of the

sawmill or mini-saanill and complementary equlpm?nt in favor of

Lhe govornment.

SEC. 74. Frohibition on Issuance ‘of Iax Declaration on

Any public officer or employee who whall issue a

Forest

Lax declaration for any purpose on forest land, shall suffer

topraisonment for a period of not less than four (4)  years nor
mare

N
holding an elective or appointive

than eight (8) years and perpetual disqualification from

office. Frovided ,that such

tax declaration shall bs consideread null and voicd.

Unlawful Fossession of Implenents and Devices Usec

SEL. 79s

e Unlawful possession of dmplements and devices

Hrom

Ly

used by forest officers shall be penalized with imprisonment of

44
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not lesh than four (4) years nor oaore than eight (8) years and a
fine o1 npot less than Twenty Thousand Fesos (20,000.0Q) nor more

Lthan One Hundred Thousand Fesos (100,000.00) in addition to the

confivcation ot such implements and devices and the automatic

canunllation of the license agreement, license, lease or permitl;

1 the offender a2s an allen, he shall be deported after service

of scoentence and payment of tines, wlthout any further

p?uueodingﬁ, 11 the offender is a holder thereof, shall be

vnposed upon any person who shall, without authority from the
Secrelary or hio authorizoed representative, make, manuwfacture, or
has in his possession any government marking, hatchet, or other

marking implement, or any marker, poster, accountable forms or

other devises officially used by officers of the Department for
marking or identification of timber or other products, or any

counterfeit, or imitation thereof, or make or apply a

dutplicate,

government marlk on timber or any ftorest product by means of any

deeface or remove

avtthentic or counterfeit device, or alter,
marks or signs from trees, logs, stumps, firewoods or

L% {

Ty

dther forest prodycts, or warning notices 'set by" the Department
. \

croverrinen

Loy designate the boundaries of permanent forests, municipal or

by cftorest or pasture, and areas under the NIFPAS, or to make any

false mark or imitation of any mark or sigﬁ therein indicated.
Fronided, That, GF the offender is a corporation, partnership, o’
»4wmniatimnﬂ the offrcers thereot shall be liable.

Isf the offender is an alien, he shall be deborted after
any further

servitce of sentence and payment of fines, without

proceeelings .

vy torest officer who has willingly allowed unauthorized

45
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pernan(s) the uwe of these wnplescntle and devices under his care

|

shall Lo penalized with impriconment of not less than tour (4)

Atadfes Lo mare Chian giaht. (B swpaes and a fane of nol less than

Tweerg b ot scangd oo (0L 000) Tty more thean e Hundrod
Fhicer g Frove o, OO OO0 L OO . In awihiby biewny g t hee varedl Torest

officer shall be dismissed from the service with prejudice to
rexnstatement and with perpetual dicqualification from holding

any eloctive or appointive ponaition.
i oy

SEC. 76. Unauthorjized _Lnérodn.tct;igq ! lLecqaing Tools and

Equipment Inside Forest Lands and BMational FParks. It shall be

unlawful for any person or entity to poussess, bring, or dintroduce

anrny chainsaw or any logging tools or equipment inside forest

|

Lands without prior authority from the Secretary or his duly

avthoriced representative. Any poerson  found possessing said

chainsaw, logaing tools or equlpment inslde permanent foreat land

thall be punished by imprisonment of twelve (12) vears and one
(1Y) day 1o fourteen (14) years and eight months, or a fine of not

less than Fifty. Thousand Fesos (50,000.00) nor more than One

Hundred Thousand Fesos (100,000.00), or b?;)‘th_;.exnd confiscation of

' H
said logging tools afd  eouipment. -
SEC. 77. Non-Fayment and Non-Remittance of Forest Charges.

Any person who fails to pay the amount due and payable to the

povernment shall not be allowed to tranmsport , convey, sell or

use 't")e"fcnre-.".-:\t product and failure to pay within atter thirty

PO days upon assessment of forest charges, shall be ground for
»

the confiscation of the said forest product in favor of the

Section &1 ot this Act. Any‘ pRrson

government, in pursuant to
t

who fails or refuses to remit to the proper aut’.hor‘itieﬁ said
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(6}

11
12
13

14

Foyrergt

or the National I[nternal Revenue Code, or who delays, obstru

or proevents the same, or who orders, causes or.

~

effects

VUocharges collectible pursuant to the provisions of this Act

cts

the

transter or diversion of the funds for purposes other than those

specitaied in this Act; for ceach such offonse

cuanviclaon, bhe imprisoned for pat leca than six

shail u

(4) years

ot e Lhen ben (10) years and be fined from Twenty Thousand Fe

(20,000.00) to One Hundred Thousand Fesos (100,000.00). 1%

Prfendur is a government official or employee, he shall,

addrtion b dismissed from LRrvice with

prejudice

pon

nor

SOS

the

in

to

rernstatement and with perpetual disqualification form hbldinq

any vlective or appointive office. & ;

carporation, partnership, or association,
I
divectors thereof shall be liable.

SEC. 78. oarresty Institution of

| ¥ ]

the

offender is

the

officers

Criminal actions. A for

ofilcer shall arreost even without warrant any person who

«Q

ancdl

@6l

has

commitlted, or about Lo commit, or 1s committing in his presence

any ol Lhe ordences detinaed in this Chapter.

Flez

shall also se

L€

and confiscate, in tavor of the Governmént, the tools, eguipment

'

and

conveyances usaed an committing the offense,

and

the for

esth

procduets cwl, gatheraed, taken or possessed by the offender in the

process ot commrtting the offense.

56wl wEL2Uure, the offender and. the

productg. conveyantes, tools and  equipment,

=holl lLhoreatter deliver within six (&) hours from

the time

confiscated tor

'he arresting forest officer

ot

eat

or the documents

pertaising Lo the same, and file the proper complaiht with the

appropriate official

investigation and file information in court.

49

If

the

arrest

designated by law to conduct preliminary

and

1



are made in the forest, far from authorities designate
i ‘.: g ‘,'l .

‘N

selzure
.bv' 3 («w" p
i

el LI Bgwaat ‘the LOmpldlnt with the latter

reasonable time sufficient for ardannry travel fram the place af

arrest to the place of d@livery;' The seized products. materials,;(

i

CONVEY AN GRS, tmolm and wqu;pmwnt uhall be imm@diateiy dimponed Qf;;

in accbrdance with tha regulatlons promulqated by ; tho Dopartmant.

' y':'i' g
; L& 8

or - barrio+

The Secretary may deputize any agency, baranqay,

oﬂfici$1 Qr  any qumlifiad pernon ta‘ pfutnct tha forust and
p .” ;

exerc;se the powmrnlnr au;hority providad fnr i

i
. ,n‘,,__. .[ rl ;

he precading
‘, '::“'

mmission of

v i

‘ﬂ:*dr

P e B

“.“A

tted in the

:
E N S

E=
-

pnragraph. Rapnrts nnd complnintc rmgarding f
ER Al i wl '5:"-:“1‘:‘:‘:‘;

*efjnad in’this Chaptmr not ;.

‘:..

any of tha offansﬁm

5"0

;aﬁ?fficers'
‘1 Y iR ert

" “ e r|u

prampnc@ ot any fmrmst ufficar jor, hnyJof the ﬁ_“
{ .";'"‘-4‘

ik " i bk

»hal)‘immndintnl/ be inventquted by the Torait,pf
' W b J“é

the d?pULlEPd fmrast officwr assigned in Ehe “sga
3 ORER By 5;-"-.'- ‘

i : R B 1 &

offpnsp W alleqodly committed. Thereupon. thesn.xqventigating

ufficars shall receive the evidence supporting the repnrt ar

report, the 4investigating forest officer or

0y

compl{int or
; ™ .
deputiied foicek shell file the necessary complaint with the

approdriate bfficigL authorized by law to conduct ;‘prelihinary

1nvo*tngul10n of criminal cases and file on information in coubt.
SEC. 7%. Liability of Confiscating Off ; re. fAnbeublic
|

. officgr Whm Talls Lo prbducm the timber or for@«t produ(ts ow any

ihprwm+ including tools, CONVeYances, equipment, machina and

21
devices-in his custody -pursuant to a

fran i
seizure or .confiscation:

made th@reon, or who shall apprcpriate; take,.misapprupriate.'br

mhuljrcnn sent to such acts, oF through’ abandonment Qr n@gliqvnce

b ¢
Y v .

shalld permit any other person %to take such timber or forest

i
: ‘ z

conduct preliminary ihv@stigationm, tha dellvery tu mnd'

mhﬁll bﬁ done within ‘a b

890 ‘ (It f
revie W ;."-, J’{ 1 At B Rl e i~ B ! ‘ 4 s ‘ ver s lr"-" ;h']b v ymmre.#‘“p”m ,u?.”
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Tor in Article 217 of the Revised Fenal Code. In addition, theﬁﬂi
! i»

) . I

said public officer shall ve dismissed from service with ' I

prejudice to reinstatement and with perpetual disqualification
.t

Trom holding any eloctive or appointive offlce.

!

|

l

|

CHAPTER XVI. ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES AND SPECIAL _5
)

CL.AUSES
SEC. 8§0. dlreangthening the Eqrest Service. In order to

2T fectively implenent the provisions of this Act, the Foreat

] ! ST . o i e &
Mlanagemen t Buaroan (FHB) and the Farestry Sector at the Regional

Frovincial  and  Community Eﬂvir;nment antd  Natural Resources i H
Offices of the Dapartment shall be strengthened.' To ensure that | ”

i P i
Lhe scientific practice of forestry in the country is properly “
Tmplementled, only reqiﬁféred foresters shall bé appointed to the - 'r
positions éf Director and Assistant Director of the Bureau and E
Fregronal Technival Director of the Forestry Sector and all other H

Tarester positiona, in accordance with existing Civil Service

Kules and Regulations. The Secretary, in consultation with the
Civil Service Commission (CSC)and the Department of Budget and
Management (DEM); . is hereby authorized to reprganize the Bureau

and ! the Forestry Sector at the field level and create additional

pesi: tions A% ay L nNRCessary Tor community-—-bhased forest

mancgement, Toraest protection, and other programs mandated under

This k.

SEC.; 81. fuwthority of the Secretary on the Utilization of

B i e P

The utilization of forest resources from

Foregt riesourcRs.

PRSI

natural forests found in alienable and disposable lands, private

lands, government-pstablished reservations, and all other lands i

o
—
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40

including thowse under ancestral claims and control or management

of othnr government agencies, shall be prohibited except through

& owiritten authorization by bthe Secretary. The establishmmnt ancl

operation of naw wood processing plants or expansion of existing

ones may be ollowed by the Secretary if the same ds assured of

P

raw materials from legitimate sources.

SEC. 82. Administrative Authority of the Secretary or his

el ——crrea

Puly, Authorized Representative to Order Copnfisgation. In all
| &

cases of violations of this Act or othér forest laws, rules and

regulations, the Secretary or. his duly authmrizéd rapresentative

may ordear thg confiscation of farest. pfmducts illegally

harvested, cut, gathered, removed or possessed or abandoned, and

.

i " : ; :
all conveyances used either by land, water or air as well as the

conveyance, equipnent, implement and tools used in the

machi ey ,

commission of tha offense, and to dispose of . the sanme in

accordance with

mactten .
It the confiscated Torest products are 1n danger of

-,

deterioratings the Secretary may order that the same be sold at

| 3 \
public auctions even rbefore the termimpation of the Jjudicial

araceedings, with the proceeds kept in trust to await in the

ovtcone of the dudicial procecdings.

Ng. courts of the Philippines shall have jurisdiction to
Lasue An? 'writ of  replevin,  restraining  order, preliminary
mandatorq in)unctidn‘in any case_invojving or growing out of any

action by the Secretary or his duly awthorized representative, in

i = )
Cthe  exercisne of the foregoing administerative awthority.

~=BEC. 83.  Administrative Authority of the Secretary to-

3

rJ

(%]

vopertinent laws, regulations or policies on the
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Fingg. In all caszs of viclations of this Act and other

ilmpase
forest laws, rules and regulations where fine is the principal
penal ty, the Secretary, after consultation with the forest-based

industrios affected, is = hereby authorized to impose

administratively the penalty consisting of the fine t.he

cochedulads of which he shall cause officlal publication of.

SEC. 84. Muthority of Forest Officers. When in the

performance of their official duties, forest pfficers or other

government officizxls or emnployees duly authorized by the

decrettary .,  whall have  froe enptry dnto  areas covered by a

contract, agreement, license, lease or poermit. Forest officers

are  authorized to inspect and open close vans suspected to
contain dllegal ly forest product, provided that 1t dis done in the

‘o

presence of the shipper or consignee or two responsible public
official in  the locality. Forest officers are authorized to

take acknowledgement in official matters

~,

administer vath,
\‘
cormnected with the functions of their office, and take testimony
\

in official investigations conducted with the functions of thedir
affice., and takse testimony in official investigations conducted
auvthority of the Act and the implementing rules and

ardizr the

iogulations Desusd pursuant thereot.

SEC. 83, Visitorial F'g:_tger_'_r The Secretary or his duly

authorized representative shall, from time o timé, investigate,

inspect and ewramine receords, and other documents except bank

records related to *the operation of any person granted the

or with a contract to uwtilize forest resources to

privilege
deteraine compliance with the terms and conditions stipulated in

\

grant, the contract, this Act and pertinent laws and. rules

Lie
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fwenty petrcent (L04) BFf the

materials shall be wsed as incentives Lo

HEG. Bb.
valug i contiscated

ctoral Forest Frotection Teams,

i rormen Lty auncd members of Mol ti-s

including Department Personnel. Confiscated forest products may

also be donated to LGUs for huilding government infrastructures,

as

¢ a recognition and incentive to their participation in forest
protection activities. Additional incentives may be provided by
the Department. Forest officers, who in the pertormance of their

pfticial duties, have  meet accident, resul ting  in physical

injuries or death shall be entitled to benetits and privilege to
be determined by the Department, in addition to those provided

wunder the Government Service Insurance System (GSI8) or Workmen ' s

Compensation Law. They shall also entitled to free legal

assistance should legal cases be filed against them in the

per-formance of official duties.

SEL. 87, Special Frosecutors. The bépartment of Justice

.

" \
sHall designate special prosecutors to prosecute violations nf’
this Aot and other forestry lLaws, rules and regulations.
SEC. 88. Frotaection to Witnesses in Yiclation cf Forestry

Witnesses to wviolations of this Aot or other forestry laws.

AW -
and. regulations, including the domediate membars of the family of

said witnesses shall be given protection, security and benefit,

™

subiect to the provision of Republic Act 6981 also known as the

"Witness Protection, Security and Fenefitl Act”

implenenting rules and regulations.

SEC. 8%, Rule Making Auwtharity. The Secretary within one

(1) year from effectivity of this Act shall promulgate the rules

and its
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and regulations necessary to effectively inplement the provisions

{

af Lhis & . ;!
Bk iy q .
SEC. 90. Funds for Land Classification and PBoundary
| =y ey

ion. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources

3
A4 5
e e RS T

hall alloecatz funds out of its appropriatimhs_ in the annual

Boneral Opproprliations Act for the purpose of land classdfication
j . ;
arnd boundary delineation of forest lands consistent with Sections

4 ancl 7 of thhas ach..

SEC. Fhs Separability Clause. Should any provision herein

be declared unconstitutional, the same sbhall  not affect the

W
valiadity o the legality of the other provisions.

SEC. 92. Hepealing Glause. Subsections (b)), (d), (&), (1),
Gl & (h), and (i) of Section 4 of Act No. 3IP18; RA 4460;
Cresidential Decree No. 7053 1153; 1515: 1559; 177%9: and 1990;

Ltettor of Instruction 818; Executive Order No. 277 and 278,
arrits of 19875 rand Executive Order No. 723, series of 1981 are

hereby repealed, and all  laws, orders, rilles and regulations or

| .
1o « «

any part thereof which are inconsistent herewith are repealed or

amenced acoordingly.

SEC. 5. Effectivity:. - This Act shall take effect thirty

(30) days Tfrom the date of its publication in the Official

L A p
Gazette and in - at least two (2 newspapers of general

circulatron. -
e : o



