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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

A nation cannot achieve true development when the character of its people as individuals 
and as a community, are without a strong and balance set of values for oneself and for their 
society. 

Progressive educationa l instituti ons have recognized the importa nce of addressing the 
need of their pupi ls for guidance counsel ing service to balance the students' character values on 
education and profession while growing up as unique individuals in their fami lies and 
communities. 

Advancement in the field of science, technology and production skills widened the 
opportunities to earn wages and profit better as individuals in a developing country. This far 
reaching economic deve lopment have indeed boosted our fami ly and individual annual incomes. 
but this progress came with a commensurate increase in crimes committed against persons. 
victimizing most significantly the women and children in the Filipino home. 

With material development came the deterioration of individual values. Along side 
gradual economic prosperity came the steady erosion of positive characters that result to 
domestic violence in the Philippine Society. There is now, therefore, a need to strengthen the 
fight against this grow ing socia l afflicti on through the instituti on of a nationwide barangay level 
guidance counseling service that shall promote, suppor t and protect individual, family and 
commu nity character values. 

This proposed bill seeks to address the problem plaguing our socie ty at its roots , beyond 
current state measures to arrest perpetrators and accommodate victims of interfamilial violence 
in the Phil ippines. 

In view of the foregoing considerations, urgent passage of this Bill is requested. 
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ANACT 
PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A GUIDANCE COUNSELING 
CE NTER IN EVERY BARANGAY IN THE PHILIPPINES, AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and the Hou se of Representatives of the Philipp ines in Congress 
assembled: 

SECTION I. Title. - Th is Ac t shall be known as the "Gabay Buhav 
Community Center Act of the Thirtieth Congress ". 

SECTION 2. Declaration of Policy. There is hereb y establ ished und er the 
administra tion of the Depart ment of Social Welfare and Develop ment (DS W D) , a gu idance 
cou nse ling ce nter in ever y Barangay in the Phili ppin es to be know n as Gabay Buhay 
Community Center. 

SECTION 3. Statement of Objectives. - Th e Center sha ll: 

A)	 Provide guidance co unseling service to the victims of harassment, spo use 
abuse, parental abu se , rape and all other ge nder and fa mily related 
vio le nce ; 

B) Prom ote and provide leadersh ip in communi ty aware nes s of the fight 
agains t do mes tic and ge nde r violence; 

C ) Conduct regular developme nt guida nce counsel ing trainin g and seminars 
to local barangay officials and vo luntee rs. 

SECTION 4. Transitory Provisions. - W ithin four (4) months after approva l 
of th is Act the Department of Education , Culture and Sports shall design a Community Gui dance 
Cou nseling Trainin g Course and its continu ing education that sh all be utilized in training local 

barangay guida nce co unselors . 

A) W ithin s ix (6) months after the approval of this Ac t, the DSWD shall likewise 
determine the orga nizational struc ture and staffi ng pattern fo r guid ance 
co unse lor s who shall be entitled to an allowance of not less than P 4,000.0 per 
month. 



SECTION S. Allocation of Facilities. All local government units shall 
source, provide and allocate resources for the establishment and operation of the Center in 
accordance with their community development plan. 

SECTION 6. Appropriations. The amount necessary to finance the initial 
implementation of th is Act shall be charged against the existing appropriation of the DSWD . 
Thereafter, such sums as may be needed for their operation and maintenance shall be 
appropriated in the annual general appropriations law. 

SECTION 7. Repealing Clause. All laws, decrees, executive orders, rules 
and regulations, which are not consistent with this Act hereby modified , amended or repealed 
accord ingly. 

SECTION 8. Effectivity. - This Act shall take effect fifteen ( IS) days after its 
publication in two (2) newspaper of general circulation. 

Approved. 


