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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The w ea k penal ties provi ded in c ertain sections o f Chap ter VI, Artic le 1/ of 
RA 8550, o therwis e known as the Fisheries Code o f 1998 do not effectively restra in 
commerc ia l fishing opera to rs from encroaching in municipal fishing g rounds. 

The rampant en croachment of commerci a l fishers in the munic ipal w aters 
have c aused sev ere da mage to the already depleted fishing grounds. A day o f 
illegal c ommercia l fishing opera tion c a n d ep rive th e marginalized fisherfolk o f 
two months of fish ca tch. 

An increase in fines a nd period of imprisonment w ill serve as a harsh 
penalty to th e vio lators a nd w ill emphasize the government 's concern w ith 
sustaining the fishery and a qua tic resources. This increase in the p ena lties for 
fishery viola tions a ttes ts to the underlying principl e of g iving preferen c e to 
municipal fisherfo lk over the utiliza tion of municipal w a te rs . 

The proposed revision on p enal ties is bas ed on the peno tnes imposed 
under PO 705. Harsher p en alties were considered since th e acts being p enalized 
would cause serious deple tive e ffec ts on the resources than o ther viola tions of 
the sa me nature . Resulting harm or injury to persons is a lso g ive n higher penalties 
to assure that human life is highly valued . 

The clas siFica l-ion of fishing gears is also modifie d from 'passive ' and 
'active' to 'all owed' a nd 'not a llowed' .' The Local Gove rnment Units are given 
reasonable discreti on in the formulation o f regula tions to determine wh ich g ears 
are allowed or not. However, thi s discre tion is tempered b y strict regulation over 
which an LGU may al low a g ear within its jurisdiction . 

Adjustment w ith regard the p enalty imposed is also needed to c over 
con fisca tion and forfeiture of the gears and the vessels, aside from the c a tc h. 
Prev ious vio la tors have c ontinued th eir illega l activitie s despite b eing caught 



before, because the harmful gears were consequently released. This time, even 
the carrying vesse ls c a n be subject for confiscation. 

Imposition of higher penalties a nd stiffer fines are proposed based on the 
va lue of the damage wrought by the violation. Corals playa signific a nt role in 
the marine ecosystem and their exportation and exploitation have depleted the 
foremost marine helbitat, thus resulting to degradation o f fishery resources over 
damaged areas . 

The modification on Sec . 44 on the use of sup erlig hrs calls fo r banning this 
accessory outside municipal waters because it has been proven to be depleti ve 
a s it attracts all types o f fish w ithin the spa n o f light that it emits. 

Aside from the penalty of imprisonment and fines, damages have b een 
included as on e o f the penalties that may be incurred by a violator for illegally 
c onverting mangroves into fishponds. This includes comp ensa tion for 0\\ other 
damages upon the mangrove ecosystem that has been scientifically valued at 
higher amounts considering its role in the life cycl e o f m ost fishes. 

LGUs have al so been included as one of the o ffic es that ha ve power to 
declare fishery reserve s, refuge and sa nctuaries, aside from its regulatory 
authority w henev er national agencies declare areas within munici pal waters as 
such . 

The inclusion of la b or standards in one of the laws that has to be c omplied 
by c ommerci a l fishing vessels is due to the proliferation of abuses w ith regard to 
work ing standards on thes e situations, aside from the increasing incidents o f child 
lobor in fishing activities. With thi s pr ovision, viola tors c a n be denied ren ewal of 
lic ense , and thu s b e forced to c om ply with labor and sa fe ty sta nd ards. 

Violations o f the Code o f Practice on Aquaculture and EIS system are 
major acts c ommitt ed by the b ig players in the fishing and aquaculture industry 
to the detriment of marginalized fisherfolk and in c onflict with the policy of 
susta ina b le development o f fishery resourc es. 

LGU-deputized fishery enfo rc ement o ffic ers have always been targets of 
harassment in the performance of th eir duties. In line w ith the recognition o f 
these community-b ased men and women wh o volunteer to perform or 
implement the fishery laws, ordinances and other regulation s, any obstructio n to 
perform their duties is penalized under this sectio n. Th is also institutionalizes 
Bantay-Da gat members as fishery law enforcement o fficers . 

There is a need to make incontrovertib le the right of any c itizen or cit izen' s 
group to file suit for vio lations o f the law on fisheries. This will make the justice 
system more ac cessible to the people, allow the development o f the law faster. 
And en c ourage c ommunity partici pation and empowerment in the area o f 
marine and fisherie s protection, conserva tion and management. The Clean Air 
Act and the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act have the same intent. 

2 



SLAPP are h aras sment cas es, a nd must be stopped. They di sturb and 
frustrate law enforcers w he ther they are agents o f government or not . The 
Clean Air Act and the Ecological So lid Waste Management Act, both never 
laws, recognize thi s and p rovid e protection to those wh o ac t in the inte rest of the 
p ublic . 

Finally, thi s b ill seeks to a mend certa in Sections on C hap ter IV and provide 
additional chapter on Art icl e II o f RA 8550 to strengthe n the prohibition s and 
c urb , if not totally eliminate th e illegal activities o f the com m erci a l fishers in 
municipal waters a nd to instituti onalize th e right of every citizen to file suit for an y 
violations of th is code. 

In view o f the foregoing, a p pr oval o f this bill is urgently soug ht. 

---:-­
~'i2 IFk~ 

HON. Il~EN ZO R. TANADA III 
Representative 

4 th District o f Quezon 
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INTRODUCED BY HONORABLE LORENZO R. TANADA III 

.
 
~ 

~~ ~ 
AN ACT ~ 

AMENDING CHAPTER VI, PROHIB ITIONS AND PENALTIES AND PROVIDING ~ ..c. 

AN ADDITIONA L CHAPTER ON LEGAL ACTIO NS TO RA 8550, ENTITLED : "AN "5 
ACT PROVIDING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT, M ANAG EMENT AND j 

J 

CONSERVATIO N OF THE FISHERIES AN D AQUATIC RESO URCES, rNT EGRAT\ (fi'~ 
ALL LAWS PERTIN ENT THERETO, AND FOR OTHER PU RPOSES. " 

Be it enacted by the Sena te and the Ho use of Representatives o f the 
Philippines in Congress a ssembled: 

SECTION 1. Section 86 of RA 8550 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

"SEC. 86. Unauthoriz ed Fishing or Engaging in Other Unauthorized 
fisheries Activities. 

No person sholl exp loit, occupy, produce, breed, culture, capture 
or gather fish, fry or fingerl ings of a ny fishery species, or fishery products, or 
engage in any fishery activity in the Philippine waters w ithout a license, 
lease or permit. 

Discovery of any person in on area where he has no permit or 
registrat ion papers for a fishing vessel sha ll constitute a prima facie 
presumption that the person and /or vessel is engaged in unou thorced 
fishing: Provid ed , tha t fishing for daily food sustenance or for leisure which 
is not for commercial, occupation or live lihood purposes may be al lowed. 
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IT SI It\ LL HL UNLAW FUL TO I~N( J !\ (" :: IN COM M ERCIAL FlSIIING IN 

MUN ICIPAL WATERS. 

[t shall be unl awful for any co mmercial fi shing vessel to fish in bays and in such 

othe r fishery managem ent areas, which may hereinafter be declared as over ex plo ited . 

TH E BOAT CAPTAI N, the three (3) highest office rs o f the boat, AN D 1'1-11:::­

OPERATO R who commit any of the above pro hibited act s UP Oll co nv iction shall EACH 

be puni shed by a fin e eq uiva lent to the value of catch or ON E HUN DRED T HOUSAND 

PESOS (P I00 ,00 0) whichever is higher, and impri sonment of SIX (6) YEARS , 

confiscation of catch and fishing gears, automati c revocation of license AN D OTHER 

DAMAGES AT TI-IE DISCRETIO T OF THE COURT. 

Fines co llec ted ." 

S£CTION 2. Section 88 of R.A. 8550 is hereby amended to read as follows: . 

"Section 88. "Fishing Through Explosives, Noxious or Poisonous Subs tance, 

and/or Electricity. -( I ) It sha ll be unlawful for any person to catch, tak e or gather or 

ca use to be caug ht, taken or gathered, fish or any fishery spec ies in Philippi ne wa ters 

with the use of electric ity, explos ives, noxious or poisonou s substance such as sodium 

cyanide in the Philippin e fishery areas , wh ich will kill, s tupefy, disable or rend er 

unconscious fish or fishery spec ies : Provided, That the Department, su bject to such 

safeg uards and co nd itions deemed necessary and endo rsement from the co nce rned LGUs, 

may allow, for research, educational or scienti fic purposes only, the use of electricity , 

poisonous or noxiou s subs tances to ca tch, take or gather fish o r fishery species: Provided, 

further, T hat the use of po ison ous or noxious substances to eradi cate preda tors in 

fishponds in accordance with accepted sc ientific practices and wi thout causing adverse 

env ironme ntal impac t in neighb oring wa ters and gro unds sha ll no t be construed as illegal 

fishing. 
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It will likewise be unlawful for any person, corporat. on or entity to possess, deal 

in, sell or in any mann er dispose of, any fi sh or fishery species which have been illegally 

caught, taken or ga thered 

The discovery of dynamite, other explosives and chem ical compounds which 

contain com bustible elements, or noxious or poisonous substances, or equipment or 

device for electro-fishing in any fishing vessel or in the possession of any fisherfolk, 

operator, fishing boat official or fishworker shall constitute prima facie evidence, that the 

same was used for lishing in violation of this Code. The discovery in any fishing vessel 

of fish caught or killed with the use of explosive, noxious or poisonous substances or by 

electricity shall constitute prima facie ev idence that the fisher folk, operator, boat official 

or fishworker is fishing with the use thereof. 

(2) MERE POSS ESSION OF EXPLOSIVE, NOXIOUS OR POISONOUS 

SUBSTANCES FOR ILLEGAL FISHING OR OF ANY AMOUNT OF SOm UM 

CYANIDE SHALL BE PUNISI IAI3 LE RY IMPRISONMENT RANGING FROM 

TWELVE (1 2) MONTHS TO TWENT Y FrVE (25) YEARS. 

(3) MERE PO~SES SION OF ELECTRO FISHIN G DEVICES }.'OR ILLEGAL 

FISHING SIIALL DE PUNISHABLE BY IMPRISONMENT RANGING PROM TWO 

(2) YEARS TO FOUR (4) YEARS. 

(3) Actual use of explosives, noxious or poisonous substances or electrofishing 

devices for illegal fishing shall be punishable by imprisonment ranging from TWENTY 

(20) years to LIFE IMPRISONMENT without prejudice to the filing of separate criminal 

cases when the lise of the same result to physical injury or toss of human life. ACTUAL 

USE OF THE SAME RESULT[ G TO PHYSICAL INJ URIES SHALL BE 

PUNISHABLE BY IMPRISONME. T RANGING rRO~· { TWENTY FIVE (25) 

YEARS TO UFE IMPRISONMENT 
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(4) Dealing.; In , se lling, or in any manner di sp os ing 0 1~ for pro fit, il lega lly 

caught/gathe red fi sheries spec ies sha ll be puni sh ed by impri sonment rangin g from FrVE 

(5) to TEN ( 10) years . 

(5) In all ca ses en umerated abo ve , the exp los ives, noxious o r po isono us 

substances and/or e lec trica l dev ices, as we ll as the fishing vessels , fish ing equipme nt and 

catch sha ll be fo r feited ." 

SECT IO N 3. Section 90 of R.A . 8550 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

"s r~c. 90, Usc of Fishing C ear in the Municipal W aters and Buys and Other 

Fishery Managemcnt Areas. 

IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL TO ENGAGE IN FfSl IrNG IN MUNICIPAL 

WAT I.~RS AND IN ALL BAYS AS WELL AS OTHER FISHERY MANAGEMENT 

AREAS USING FISHING GEARS NOT ALLOWED AS DEFINED IN THIS CODE. 

THE MUNICIPALITY OR CITY GOVERNMENT, HOWEVER, MAY 

THROLiGH lTS LOCAL CHIEF EX[CUTIVE AND ACITNG PURSUANT TO AN 

APPROPRIATE ORDINANCE, AUTHORI ZE OR PERMIT THE USE Or ALLOWED 

GEARS AS DEFfNED IN THIS CODE WITHIN THE FIFTEEN (15) KILOMETER 

AREA FROM THE SHORELIN E IN MUNICIPAL WATERS AS DEFINED HEREIN, 

PROVIDED, THAT ALL THE FOLLOWING ARE MET: 

a.) THAT SAID ORDIN ANCE PROVIDES FOR A LIST Or ALL 

GEARS. BOTH ALLOWED AND NOT ALLOWED, BASED ON THE 

CRITERIA STATED IN SECTION 4(40); 

b.) THAT SAm ORDIN Ne E PROVLD ES FOR TlI E LIMITATIONS ON 

THE USE OF EACH ALLOWED GEAR REGARDfN G MESH SIZE, 

TEMPORAL RANGE OR RA.NGE OF TIME TO WHIClI GEAR MAYBE 

ALLOWED, ZONING OR DESIGNATED AREA WHERE GEAR MAY BE 

ALLOWED, SIZE RESTRICnONS OR PHYSICAL DlMENS IONS 

ALLO\tVED, NUMBER RESTRiCTIONS OR Til E QUANTITY OF GEARS 
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ALLOWED, f> ESIGN REGULATIONS OR SPEC IFIC COMPONENTS / 

PARTS AND MATERIALS ALLOWED FOR VARI/\Tl ONS OF THE GEAR 

AND EFFORT REGULATlON OR CORRESPONDING LICENSE FEES AND 

TAXES. 

c.) A SYSTEM THAT SIIALL SUBJECT A NEW GEAR AND/OR 

TECHNOLOGY TO AN APPLICAnON AND ASSESSMENT PERIOD TO 

FACILITATE r rs POSSlBLE INTRODu cnON AND/OR ADDITION TO THE 

LIST OF PERMITTED GEARS IS DEFIN ED IN SAlD ORDIN ANCE; AND 

d.) PRIOR CONSULTATION, THROUGll PUBLIC IIEARING, WITH 

THE VARIOUS STAKEHOLDERS AND M/C/IFARMC I-LAS BEEN 

CONDUCTED FOR THE DRAFTING AND FINALlZATlON OF THE SAID 

ORDINANCE. 

e.) II LAT Tl-IE FOLLOWING GEARS ARE TOTALLY BAN ED FRO ~I{ 

MUNICIPAL \V ATERS: 

• TRAWL (ALL KINDS) ----	 GALAOGAD, NORWAY 

• PURSE SEIN E	 PANGULONG 

• DANISH SEINE	 HULBOT-HULBOT, PAHULBOT-

H LI30 T, LIKISAN, UBA-LI BA, 

PAUSO T, PATANGKO, BIRA-BIRA, 

BULl-BUll, I-IULAIlOOP, ZIPPER, 

LAMPORNAS, ETC. 

• RING NET ----	 KUBKOB,PANGULONG,KALANSISI 

• DR IVE-Il l NET ----	 PA-AUNG , KAYAKAS 

• ROUt 10 HAUL SEINE ----	 SAPYAW, LAWAG 

• MOTORIZED PUSH NET---	 SUDSOD 

• BAGNET ----	 BASNIG, SAKLIT 

GEARS NOT INCLUDED IN TIlE LIST OF PERMITTED GEARS 

CONTAINED IN THE SAID ORDINANCE ARE THEREBY PROHlBITED WITHIN 
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THE I S KM. MUNICIPAL WATERS. IN NO CASE SIIALL THE AUTHORIZATION 

OR PERMIT MENTIONED ABOV E BE GRAI TED FOR FISHING IN BAYS AS 

DETERMINED BY THE DEPARTlv{ENT TO 8E IN AN ENVIRO 'MENTALLY 

CR I TlCA l~ CON DITIO N AN D DURING CLOSED SEASON AS PROVIDED FO R IN 

SEC T[O~ 9 O F T HIS CO DE. 

The owner, boat captain and master fisherman of the vesse ls which participated in 

the violation shall suffer the penalty of imprisonment from six (6) years to twelve (1 2) 

years with no probation; and a fine of Two Thousand (P2, 000.00) to Ten Thousand 

Pesos (P I0, 000.00.00). Paraphern alia, gears and the vessel shall be confiscated and 

forfeited_ 

SECTION 4. Section 91 of R.A. 8550 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

"Section 91. Ban on COI'al Exploitation and Expo rtation. - It shall be 

unlawful for any person or corporation to gather, possess, sell or export ordinary precious 

and semi-precious corals, whether raw or in processed form, except for scientific or 

research purposes. 

Violations of this provision shall. be punished by imprisonment from six (6) 

months ONE (1) DAY to TEN (10) years and a fine from ONE HUNDRED thousand 

pesos (Pl 00,000.00) to FIVE HUNDRED thousand pesos (P500,OOO.OO), or both such 

fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the court, and forfeiture of the subject corals, 

including the vessel and its proper disposition. 

The confi scated corals shall either be returned to the sea or donated to schools and 

museums for educational or scientific purposes or disposed through other means." 

SECTIO 5. Section 93 of R.A. 8550 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

"Sect ion 93. HAN ON THE USE OF SUPERLIGHTS. - IT SIIALL BE 

UNLAWFUL TO ENGAGE iN FISHING WITH THE USE OF SUPERLIGHTS. 
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V10LATfONS OF THIS PROVISION SHALL BE PUNISI(ED BY 

IMPRISONMENT FRUM SIX (6) MONTHS TO TWO (2) YEARS OR A FINE OF 

FIVE THOUSAND Pl~SO S (P5,OOO.OO) PER SUPERUGHT, OR BOTH SUCH FINE 

AND IMPRISONMENT AT THE orSCRETION OF THE COURTS. THE 

SUPERLlGHT, FISHING GEARS AND VESSEL SHALL BE CONFISCATED." 

SE CTION 6. Section 94 of R.A. 8550 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

"Section 94. Conversion of Mangroves, -- It shall be unlawful for any person 
to convert mangroves into fishponds or for any other purposes. 

Violation of the provision or this section shall be punished by imprisonment of six 

(6) years and one (1 ) day to twelve (1 2) years and/or a fine of Eighty thousand pesos 

(P80,OOO.OO) AND OT HER DAMAGES AT THE DISCRETION OF THE COURT: 

Provided, That if the area requires rehabilitation or restoration as determined by the court, 

the offender should also be required to restore or compensate for the res tora tion of the 

damage. 

SE CTION 7. Section 96 of RA. 8550 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

"SEC. 96. Fishing in Fishel)' Reserves , Refuge and Sanctua ri es. - [t shall be 

unlawful to fish in fishery areas declared by the Department AND THE LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT UNITS as fishery reserves, refuge and sanctuaries. 

Violation of the provision of this section shall be punished by imprisonment of 

two (2) years to six (6) years and/or fine of Two thousand pesos (P2,OOO.OO) to Twenty 

thousand pesos (P20,OOO.OO) and by forfeiture of the catch and tlle cancellation of fishing 

permit or license." 

SECTION 8. Section IOJ of R.A. 8550 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

"Section 103. Other Violations. - The following fisheries activities shall also 

be considered as a violation of this Code: 
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a.	 Failure to Co mply with Minimum LABOR AND Safety Standards. - The owner 

and captain of a commercial fishing vessel engaged in lrshing who, upon demand 

by proper uuthorities, fails to exhibit or show proof of compliance with the 

LABOR A 'J D safety standards provided in this Co.Ie, shall be immediately 

prevented i ro rn continuing with iiis fishing activity and escorted to the nearest 

port or landing point. The license to operate the commercial fishing vessel shall 

be suspended until the LABOR AND safety standard has been complied with. 

b. Failure to Conduct a Yearly Report on all Fishponds, Fish Pens and Fish Cages. 

- The FLA of the holder who fails to render a yearly report shall be immediately 

cancelled : Provided, That if the offender be the owner of the fishpond, fish pen or 

fish cage, he shall be subjected to the following penalties: ( I) first offense, a fine 

of Five hundred pesos (PSOO.OO) per unreported hectare; (2) subsequent offenses, 

a fine of One thousand pesos ( 1,000.00) pel' unreported hectare. 

c. Gathering and Marke ting of Shell f ishes. - It shall be unlawful (o r any person 

to take, sell, transfer, or have in possession for any purpose any shellfish, which is 

sexually mature or below the minimum size or above the maximum quantities 

prescribed for the particular species. 

d. Obstruction to Navigation or Flow and Ebb of Tide in any Stream, River, Lake 

or Bay. - It shall be unlawful for any person who causes obstruction to 

navigation or (low or ebb of tide. 

e. Construction and Operation of Fish Corrals/Traps, Fish Pens and Fish Cages. 

- It shall be unlawful to construct and operate fi sh co rra ls/traps , fi sh pens and 

fish cages without a license/permi t. 

F. f AILURE TO COMPLY WITH TilE CODE OF PRACTICE ON 

AQUACULTURE AND THE EIS SYSTEM WHICH SHALL BE PUNISHED 

BY IMPRISONMENT OF SIX (6) YEARS AND ONE ( I ) DAY TO TWELVE 

( 12) YEARS AND/OR A FINE OF EIGHTY THOUSAND PESOS (P80,OOO.OO) 
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PLUS AN ADDITIONAL FINE OF EIGHT THOU ~AN D PE SOS (P8,000.00) 

PER DAY UN TIL SUCH VIOLATION CEASES AN D THE FINE PAlO . 

Subject to the provi sion of subparagraphs (b) AND (F) of thi s sec tion, violation of 

the abo ve-enumerated prohibited ac ts sha ll subjec t the offender to a fine rang ing from 

Two thou sand pesos (P2,OOO.OO) to Ten thousand pesos (P 10,000.00) or impri sonment 

from one ( I) month and one (I ) da y to s ix (6) months, or both such fine and 

imprisonment, upon the discretion o f the co urt: Provided, T hat the Sec retary is hereby 

empowered to imp ose upon the offe nde r an administrative fine or not more than Ten 

thousand pesos (P lO,OOO.OO) or to cancel his permit or license, or to im pose such fine and 

to can cel his permit or licen se , in the disc retion of the Secretary: Pro vided, fur ther, That 

the Secretary, or his dul y authorized representative, and law enforcement age nts are 

hereby empowered to impound with the ass istance of the Philippine Coas t Guard, PNP­

Maritime Command: Provided, finally, That any person who unlawfully ob str ucts or 

dela ys tile ins pection and/o r movement of fish and fishery/aquatic products when such 

inspection and /or movement is authorized under thi s Code, sha ll be subj ect to a fine o f 

not more than Ten thou sand pesos (P IO,OOO.OO) or imprisonment of not more than two 

(2) years, or both such fine and imprisonment, upon the discre tion of the cour t. 

Every pena lty imposed for the commission of an offen se shall carry with it the 

forfeiture of the proceeds of such offense and the instruments o r tool s with whi ch it was 

committed . 

Such proceed s and ins truments or tools sha ll be confisca ted and forfe ited in favor 

of the Governme nt, unless they be the property of a third per son not liable for the offense, 

but those articles which are not subject of lawful comme rce shall be destroyed." 

SECTION 9. Section 106 of R.A. 8550 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

"Section 106. O bstr uct ion to Fishery L aw E nforcement O ffi cer . - The boat 

owner, master or operator or any person acting 011 his behal f o f an y fishing vessel who 

evades, obstructs or hinders any fishery law enforcement officer of the Department AND 
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THE LOCAL GOV j~RNMENT UNIT to perform his duty, shall be fined Ten thousand 

pesos (P 1O,OOO.OO'). In addition, the registration, permit and/or license of the vessel 

including the Iicense of the master fisherman shall be canceled. 

A DD IT IOJ~AL PENALTY AND FINE WHEN RESISTANCE RESULTED IN 

PHYSICAL INJURIES OR DEATH." 

SECTION 10. A NEW CHAPTER ON LEGAL ACTIONS IS HEREBY 

INSERTED TO READ AS FOLLOW S: 

CHAPTER VII LEGAL AC710NS 

SECTIO N 108. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION. - WITHOUT 
PREJUDICE TO THE RIGHT OF ANY AFFECTED PERSON TO FILE 
AN ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL, ON 
ITS OWN INSTANCE OR UPON VERIFIED COMPLAINT BY ANY 
PERSON, INSTITUTE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS 
AGAINST ANY PERSON WHO VIOLATES: 

A) STANDARDS OR LlMfTATION PROVrDED UNDER THIS 
ACT; OR 

B) ANY ORDER, RULE OR REGULATION ISSUED BY THE 

DEPARTMENT WITH RESPECT TO SUCH STANDARD OR 

L1 MfTATION. 

SECTION 109. ADMI NISTRATIVE AUT HO RITY O F T HE 

DIRECTOR O R HIS DULY AUT HORIZE D REPRESENTATI VE 

TO ORD I~ R CO NFISCATIO N - fN ALL CASES OF VIOLATION OF 

Tl-IIS ACT OR OTHER FISHERY" LAWS, RULES AND 

REGULATIONS, THE DIRECTOR OR HlS DULY AUTHORIZED 

REPR ESENTATIVE, MAY ORDER THE CONFISCATION AND 

FORFEITURE OF ANY FISH, FISHERY SPECfES OR AQUATIC 

RESOURCES fLLEGALLY CAUGHT, TAKEN OR GAT{-[ERED, AND 

ALL GEARS AND CONVEYANCES USED fN THI:, COMMISSfON 

OF THE OFfENSE AND TO DlSPOSE OF Ti lE SAME IN 

13 



ACCORDANCE WITII PLRTINliNT LAWS, RULES, REGULATIONS 

AND POLICIES ON THE MATTER. 

SEC n ON 11 0. REWARD TO INFORMANTS - ANY 

FARMC WHICH HAS JURISDrCTION OVER MUNICIPAL WATERS 

WHERE ANY PERSON CAN PROVIDE I FORMATION LEADING 

TO APPREHENSION AND CONVICTION OF ANY OFFENDER FOR 

ANY VIOLATION OF THIS ACT OR OTHER FISHERY LAWS, 

RULES AND REGULATrONS, OR CONFfSCAn ON AND 

'ORFEITURE OF FISH, I'ISHERY SPECIES, OTHER AQUATIC 

RESOURCES, GEARS AND CONVEYACES, SH LL BE GIVEN A 

REWARD IN THE AMOUNT OF TWENTY PERCE T (20%) OF THE 

PROCEEDS OF THE CO FISCATION AND FORFEITURE, AND 

ADMlNISTRATIVE FINES COLLECTED BY THE BUREAU 1 1 

RELATION THERETO. 

SECTION Ill. CITIZENS SUITS. - FOR THE PURPOSES OF 

ENFORCING THE PROVISIONS OF TI-ns ACT OR ITS 

IMPLEMENTING RULES AND REGULATIONS, ANY CITIZEN 

MAY FILE AN APPROPRIATE CIVIL, CRIMINAL OR 

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION IN TI-IE PROPER COURTS/BODIES 

AGAI NST: 

"(A) ANY PERSON WHO VIOLATES OR FAILS TO COMPLY 

WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT, ITS IMPLEMENTING 

RULES AND REGULATIONS; OR 

"(B) TI-IE DEPARTMENT OR OTHER IMPLEME TING 

AGENCIES WITH RESPECT TO ORDERS, RULES AND 

REGULATIONS ISSUED IN CONSISTENT WITH THIS ACT; 

AND/OR 
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"(C) ANY PUBLIC OFFICER WHO WILLFUlL Y OR 

GROSSLY NEGLECTS THE PERFORMANCE OF AN ACT 

SPECIFICALLY ENJOINED AS A DUTY BY TI-US ACT OR ITS 

IMPLEMENTING RULES AND REGULATIONS; OR ABUSES HIS 

AUTHORITY IN THE PERFORMANCE OF HIS DUTY; OR, IN ANY 

MANY IMPROPERLY PERFORMS HIS DUTIES UNDER TI-flS ACT 

OR ITS IMPLEMENTING RULES AND REGULAnONS; PROVII ED, 

HOWEVER, THAT NO SUIT CAN BE FILED UNTIL AFTER 

THIRTY-DAY (30) NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THE PUBLIC 

OFFICER AND THE ALLEGED VIOLATOR CONCERNED AND NO 

APPROPRIATE ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN THEREON. 

SECTlON L12. INDEPENDENCE OF ACTION - THE FILING 

OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE SUIT AGAINST SUCH PERSON/ENTITY 

DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE RIGHT OF ANY OTHER PERSON -r0 

FILE ANY CRIMINAL OR CIVIL ACTION. SUCH CIVIL ACTION 

SHALL PROCEED INDEPENDENTLY. 

SECTION 113. SUITS AND STRATEGIC LEGAL ACT ION 

AGAINST PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (SLAPP) AND THE 

ENFORCEME NT OF THIS ACT. - WHERE A SUIT IS BROUGIIT 

AGAINST A PERSON WHO FILED AN ACTION AS PROVIDED IN 

SEC. 52 OF THIS ACT, OR AGAINST ANY PERSON, INSTITUTION 

OR GOVERNMENT AGENCY THAT IMPLEMENTS THIS ACT, IT 

SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE INVESTIGATING PROSECUTOR 

OR THE COURT, AS THE CASE MAY BE, TO IMMEDIATELY 

MAKE A DETERMINATION NOT EXCEEDING THIRTY (30) DAYS 

WHETHER SAID LEGAL ACTION HAS BEEN FILED TO HARASS, 

VEX, EXERT UNDUE PRESSURE OR STIFLE SUCH LEGAL 

RECOURSES OF THE PERSON COMPLAINING OF OR ENFORCING 

15 



THE PROVISI( )NS OF TE-IIS ACT. UPON DETERt\ [NATION 

TII EREOF, E\ IDENe E WARRANTfNG THE SAMl ', THE COU RT 

SHALL DISM lSS THE COMPLArNT AND AWARD THE 

ATTORNEY ' s r EES AND DOUBLE DAM AGES. 

"THI:' PRovrsrON SHALL ALSO APPLY AND BENEFIT 

PUBLIC Ol~ :ICERS WHO ARE SUED FOR ACTS COMMITTED rN 

THEIR OFF ICIAL CAPACITY, THERE BErNG NO GRAVE ABUSE 

OF AUTHC I{{TY, AND DONE D'JfHE COURSE OF ENFORCING 

TI--IIS ACT." 

SECT IO N 114. LlEN UPON PERSONAL AND 

IMMOVABLE PRO PERT IES O F VIO LATORS. - FIN ES AND 

PENALTIES IMPOSED PURSUANT TO THIS ACT SHALL BE LIENS 

UPON PERSONAL lMMOVABlE PROPERTI ES OF THE 

VIOLATOR. SUCH LIEN SHALL, IN CASE OF fNSOLVENCY OF 

THE RESPONDENT VIOLATOR, ENJOY PREFERENCE TO 

LABORE R'S WAGES UNDER ARTICLE 224 1 AND 2242 OF 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 386, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS TI-IE NEW 

CIVIL CODE OF THE PHILIPPINES. 

SECT iO N 10. Repealing Clau se.. - All laws, decrees, executive orders and rules 

and regulations or part thereof, which are inconsistent with this Code, are repealed or 

modified accordingly. 

SECTION II. Separability Clause. - If any portion of this Code is declared 

unconstitutional or invalid, the portions or provisions thereof, which are not affected 

thereby, shall continue in full force and effect. 

SECTION 13. Effectivity. - This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its 

publication in the Official Gazette. 
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Approved. 

IIII " 1r.<:'-' I'l"::ll " JOVO AGUJA 

LORETTA ANN P. ROSALES 

ANA~T~~~~AaUEL 
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