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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The wes tern portion and central part of the Province of Panga sinan 
is ideally s itu a ted along the tributaries of the Lingayen Gulf and the 
Ch ina Sea . Most people in the area depend on the bou n ty of the sea for 
their dai ly su s tenance . But while the fishermen catch fishes the 
conven tional way, there are a n increasing num ber of them who now u se 
more effective but illegal methods. 

Cyanide fishin g is now prevalently done along the coast of the 
Lingayen Gu lf. By this method, cyanide poison is sprayed into th e water 
to get the fishes out of the reefs for easier hauling. Environmentalis ts say 
tha t cyanide poisons the fishes and eventually destroys the coral reefs . 
Experts es timate that it will take some fifty (50) years for the affected 
reefs to recover and become safe again as habitat for the fishes. 

This measure proposes to establish a cyanide detectio n labora tory 
to detect the presence of poisoned fishes and consequently, deter fu rther 
extensive damages to large sections of coral reefs . The proposed cyanide 
laboratory s tation will also mon itor and certify a pproval of any fish 
shipment for local consumption and international trade. 

Considering the merits of this p roposed measure, its early approval 
is earnestly requested. 
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AN ACT 
ESTABLISffiNG A CYANIDE DETECTION LABORATORY IN 
THE MUNICIPALITY OF LINGAYEN, PROVI CE OF 
PANGASINAN, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and the Hou se of Rep resentatives of the 
Philipp ines in Congress assembled: 

SECTION 1. There is h ereby established a Cyanide De tection 
Laboratory in the Municipality of Lingayen, Province of Pangasinan. 

SECTION 2. The Secretary of the Department of Agricu ltu re in 
coo rdin a tion with the Department of Science and Technology, sh al l 
issue the necessary rules and regulations for the immediate and 
effective implementation of this Act. 

SECTION 3. The amounts necessary for the implementation of 
this Act sh al l be charged against the appropriation s for th e 
Departmen t of Agriculture for the cu rrent Gen eral Appropria tion s Act. 
Thereafter, such amounts as may be necessary for its operation and 
main tenance shall be inclu ded in the annual General Appropriation s 
Act. 

SECTION 4 . This Act shall take effect immedia tely u pon 
approva l. 

Approved , 


