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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

One of the ob j e c t i ves that t h e Stat e shal l e nsu re t o 
at t ai n, p u r s uant to the Phil ipp ine Fisher ies Code o f 1998 , 
i s t he conservat ion , protect ion and sustained management of 
the country 's f isheries and a quatic resources . 

Th e Bureau of Fisheries and Aquat ic Resources i s 
manda t e d by t he said Code to formulate and -enforce all 
laws , rules and regulations gov e r ni n g the conse r vation an d 
man a g ement o f our f i s hery r e sou r c e s. As s uc h, l a w 
enforcement officers of the OA/ BFAR , t h e Ph i lippine Navy , 
Ph i l ipp i ne Coast Guard , the Phi l ipp ine National Police 
( PNP) , PNP Maritime Command a nd othe r gove rnment 
en f o r c ement agen c i e s are au tho r ized t o en force the 
strictest provisions of the Fisher ies Code . In addit ion , 
l o c a l government officers , members of the barangay assembly 
and ass ociation of f i sher fo l ks wh o h a ve unde r gone train ing 
on the l a w en f orcement maybe designated in writing by the 
OA as deputy f ish wardens. 

Th e b udget, howev e r , fo r fish e r y enfo rcement of th i s 
Bureau for FY 2005 is only P20 . 8 million pesos which does 
not meet the requirement for recru i tment o f law enfo r c ers 
and provide fo r per diems, maintenance a nd ope r a t ion of 
locally manu f a ctur e d p a tro l boa t s in c luding t he purchase o f 
spare parts , basic equipment , fuel , o i l , lub ric ant s etc . 
n e e de d during law enforcement operations . Though t he r e are 
p rov ision s i n t he Fi s her ies Code fo r t h e impo s i tion of 
f i nes a n d con f iscation of fi s h, fishing gears , fishing 
boats and paraphernalia f o r violations thereo f , t he same 
cannot be used by the Bureau for f ishery law en forcemen t 
becau s e the s e fe e s, c h a rges as s e s sment s and other r e c e i pts 
c ollected by the Bureaus in the exercise of their functlons 
sha l l be remitted to the Nat iona l Treasury and sha l l 
accrued to the General Fund pu r s u a nt to EO 292 a nd PO No . 
144 5. Once remi tted , s a i d fu nds may no l o nge r be r e ­
allocated for law enforcement purposes . 



To remedy th is s ituation and augment the budgetury 
a l loca t ions o f BFAR's l aw e nforcemen t activit ies , a l l 
reve nues that ca n be der ived from the apprehension in 
violation of the Fi s h e ri e s Cod e shal l form pa r t of the 
Fisher i e s Ma n a gement Fund . Acco r dingly, it i s a n t icipat ed 
tha t t he po l icie s and obj e c tives of t h e Fi s he ri e s Code 
specifically i n t h e conservation and manageme nt of the 
country 's mar i ne a nd fi she ri e s resources can be well 
achieved . 

Hence t he app r oval of t h is bill i s earne s tl y 
so l ici t e d . 

Qd~ 
HON. AUGUSTO H. BACULIO 
Congressman 
2n d d istrict , Misamis Or ienta l 
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AN ACT 
AMENDING CHAPTER VI SECTION 87 ON PROVISIONS AND PENALTI ES 
OF RA NO. 8550 OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE PHILIPPINE FISHERIES 
CODE OF 1998 AND PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT FUND. 

SECTION 1. Section 87 on Poaching in Philippine 
Wate r s is hereby ame nde d to read as follows: 

"It shall b e unl awful fo r any f o r e i g n 
person , corporati on s or enti t y to f i s h or operate 
any fis h i n g vessel in Phi l ippine wate r s . 

The ent ry of any fo r eiqn fish ing vessel in 
Ph i l i p p i n e waters shal l const itute a p r ima fac ie 
evidence t ha t t he vesse l i s e ngaged in fi shi n g i n 
Ph ilip p ine waters. 

Vio lat ion of the above shall be puni s h e d by 
a fine o f ($100 ,000 .00) in additi on to 
confiscat ion of i t s c a t c h , f i s hi ng equipment a nd 
f ishing v e s s e l WHICH SHALL BE AUCTIONED and THE 
PROCEEDS THEREOF SHALL GO TO THE FISHERI ES 
MANAGEMENT FUND. IN CASE OF NON-PAYMENT OF SUCH 
FI NE THE CREW THEREOF SHALL BE I MPRISONED FOR A 
PERIOD OF EIGHT (8) YEARS, Provided , that the 
Department of Ag r i c u l tu r e through the Bureau of 
Fi s h e r i e s a nd Aqua t i c Resources is empowered to 
i mp o s e an administrat ive fin e of n o t l e s s t ha n 
fi f t y t housa nd US Dol lars (US $50 ,000 .00 ) or i t s 
equiva lent .in Ph il i ppine c urrency , PROVIDED, 
FINALLY, THAT FOR NON-PAYMENT OF THIS 
ADMINISTRATIVE FINE, THE DIRECTOR OF FISHERIES 
AND AQUATIC RESOURCES IS HEREBY EMPOWERED TO 
CONFISCATE THE FOREIGN FISHING BOAT 
ADMINISTRATIVELY I N FAVOR OF THE BFAR FOR ITS USE 
IN LAW ENFORCEMENT AND OTHER MANAGEMENT 
ACTIVITIES OR AUCTIONED THE SAME AS THE CASE 
MAYBE AND THE PROCEEDS THEREOF TO GO TO THE 
FISHERIES MANGEMENT FUND. 



SECTI ON 2. A new provision is hereby added under Chap ter VI 
' o f RA No. 8550 to read as follows: 

Sec. 108 ES TAB LISHMENT OF A FISHERIES 
MANAGEMENT FUND - THERE IS HEREBY ESTABLI S HED A 
FISHERY MANAGEMENT FUND TO BE ADMINI STERED BY THE 
DEAPRTMENT OF AGRICULTURE THROUGH THE BUREAU OF 
FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES AS A SPECI AL 
PROVISION UNDER THE DA-BFAR ANNUAL BUDGET AS 
MANDATED UNDER THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION ACT. IT 
SHALL FINANCE REHABILITATION OR RES TORATI ON OF 
FI SH HABI TATS AFFECTED BY ACTS COMMITTED I N 
VIOLATION OF RA 8550 AND OTHER FISHERIES RELATED 
ACTS ANS SUPPORT OTHER SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AND MONITORING ACT I VITIES, AS WELL AS 
ENHANCEMENT OF CAPABILITIES OF BFAR AND OTHER 
RELEVANT FISHERIES RELATED AGENCIES. 

THE FUND SHALL BE DER I VED FROM FINES I MPOSED 
UNDER RA 8550 AND OTHER FISHERIES RELATED LAWS 
RULES AND REGULATIONS, PROCEEDS FROM SALE OF 
CONFISCATED FISH, FISHING GEARS, PARAPHERNALIAS 
AND FISHING VESSELS, FEES , CHARGES, ENDOWMENTS, 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND CRIMINAL FINES, ADMINISTRATIVE 
FEES. CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE FORM OF ENDOWMENT , 
GRANTS AND DONATIONS TO THE FUND SHALL BE 
EXEPMTED FROM DONOR TAXE S AND OTHER TAXES , 
CHARGES OR FEES IMPOSED BY THE GOVERNMENT. 

SECTI ON 3. Ad j u s tmen t in t h e numbe ring o f o t h e r 
Sections of RA 8550 - Section 1 08 on Fisherfolk Se t t l e me nt 
a r e a s shall become Se c t ion 109 and the numbering of the 
foll owing s e ct ions shall be readjusted accor d i ng ly so that 
the last s ection the reof shall be numbe red as Section 1 34 . 

SECTION 4. Effectivity - This Act sha ll take effect 
(15) da ys after publication in the Official Ga ze t te or two 
(2 ) newspape rs o f ge ne r al circulation . 

Approv ed . 


