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EXPLANATORY NOTE

In petitions for legal separation as well as declarations ol absolute nullity
and annulment of marriages, children, especially minors, always end up suffering
the most.

In some cascs, breaking-up parents arc oo inscnsitive to cnsurc suflicicnt
support for their children despite their (parents) able resources. Parents. in their
above petitions, only allege mallers (o convince the court to grant the same bul
they unfortunately ncver raise the matter ol support for their children.

While courts may cxact support for the children from their parents through
compulsory processes, the matter. however, is not always brought belore them
(courts) to resolve. The maction of the courts on the matter of support to children
1s sometimes duc to mere inadvertence ol parents to raise the matter before the
court. Some parents, cspecially the wives, however, deliberately refuse to seck
support for their children il only (o conceitedly prove that they can provide for the
needs of their children sans support from their unworthy partners. In cither casc.
children are deprived ol the Inancial support riehtfully duc them.

To ensurc that the material needs of children are addressed and scttled in
final judgments granting petitions for legal separation or declaration of absolule

nullity ‘or annulment of marriages. there is a need to make it incumbent upon



courts to necessarily resolve the matter of support in all cases of legal separation
and declaration of absolute nullity or annulment of marriages brought before them,
even if the matter is not raised in the said petitions.

This bill will essentially ensurc the matcrial welfarc ol children their
insensitive parents notwithstanding. Support thercol'is thus carnestly sought.

NG” P. CRISOLOGO
Congressman
First District, Quezon City
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AN ACT AMENDING ARTICLE 198
OF EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 209,
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS
“THE FAMILY CODE OF THE PHILIPPINES”

Be it cnacted by the Senate and [Touse of Representatives ol the Philippines
assembled: '

SECTION 1. Article 198 ol Tixccutive Order No. 209, otherwise known as
“The Family Code ol the Philippincs, is hereby amendced to rcad as follows:

During the proceedings for legal separation or for annulment
of marriage, and for declaration of nullity of marriage, the spouscs
and their children shall be supported from the propertics of (he
absolute community or the conjugal partnership.  After final
Judgment granting the petition, the obligation of mutual support
between spouscs ceases.  However, in casc of legal scparation, the
court may order that the guilty spouse shall give support to the
innocent one, specilying the terms of such order.

Fven if not alleged in the pleadings or raised as an issuc by
the parties. the court must ensure that the matter of support for the



common children is taken up during the proceedings and ruled upon
as well in the final judgment granting the petition.

SECTION 2. This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days upon its
publication in two (2) newspapers of gencral circulation,

Approved.



