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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Philippines is a country blessed with diverse cultures, each with its own heritage. Several places 
and other properties survive as witnesses of our people's past achievements and arcomplishmcnts. 
Indeed, we can be proud of cultural heritage in abundance. 

Unfortunately, many examples of cultural heritage are at the verv,e of ruin due to their prolonged 
exposure to the natural wear and tear. Many historic and cultural sites and properties are doomed to 
destruction because of the scant attention beinp, given them. 

The Philippine government, in light of these conditions, made several attempts to hoed the call for tho 
protection and preservation of its heritage. Thus, the legislative department enacted several laws to 
bring about this goal. It must be noted however that such efforts fall short as dgainst expectauons. The 
lead agencies can only d o so mu ch to achieve this goal, which is far from their targets. This may Ill' 
due to the scant support given to the institutions ministering to the same needs. The relevant laws do 
not have enough police power and sanctions to ensure that such laws are obeyed . The call for the 
protection and preservation of the country's cultural heritage grows all the more Loudly. 

This bill seeks to protect, preserve, conserve and promote the nation's cultural heritage, its properties 
and its histories, in order to conserve the ethnicity of local communities and of the nation as a whole. 
Similarly, it aims to establish and strengthen cultural institutions, and to protect cultural workers and 
assure their professional development and well being. 

Amidst the s enario the cultural heritage is in, this bill is the appropriate response, This would CUrt' 

the defects of the prior laws and strengthen their effects, not to mention, bring about the beneficial 
effects spoken of in studies conducted in this regard and seen in the experiences of other areas. 

W(' need not overemphasize the -relevance our cultural hl'ritagl' as well as their protection and 
preservation. Thus, the immediate enactment of this hill is earnestly sought 

proval of this bill is highly and earnestly recommended . 

DO . REYES, JR. 
,epresentativp, Lone District 
Province of Marinduc 
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AN ACT
 
PROVIDING FOR THE PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION OF PHILIPPINE CULTURAL
 

HERITAGE AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
 

Be it enacted by the SCI/ate and the House of Representatiocs of thePhilippines in Congress assembled: 

CHAPTER I
 
PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS
 

Section 1. Short Title. - This Art shall be known as the "Philippine Cultural Heritage Act of 
20m ." 

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policies. - Itis hereby declared to be the policies of the State: 
a) To protect, preserve, conserve and promote the nation's cultural heritage, its property 

and histories, and the ethnicily of local communities: 
b) To establish and strengthen cultural institutions; and 
(0)	 To protect cultural workers and assure their professional development and well- being. 

SEC. 3. Definition of Tenus. - For purposes of and as used in this Act, the following terms 
shall be taken and understood in the sense indicated hereunder: 

(a)	 Adaptive Re-use - using a building of cultural value for a purpose different from thdt for 
which it was intended originally, in order to conserve the site especially its architectural 
integrity; 

(b) Anthropological Area	 - any place where studies of specific ethno-linguistic groups are 
undertaken, the property of which are of value to Philippine cultural heritage; 

(c)	 Antique - a cultural property that is at least 100 years old. A significant cultural property 
that is less than -100 hundred years old but is no longer produced, and has no urished 
rep resenting a characteristic historical period, shall also be considered an antique; 

(d) Archaeological Area -	 any place, whether above ground or underground, underwater or 
at sed level, containing fossils, artifacts and other cultural, geological, botanical, 
zoological materials which depict and document culturally relevant paleontological, 
prehistoric and/or historic even ts: 

(e)	 Archives - public and private records which have been selected for permanent 
preservation because of their evidential. historical informational value; otherwise know n 
as archival materials/ collections or archival holdings; the place (building/ room/storage 
area) where archival materials are kept and preserved; and an organization or ap,ency or 
part thereof whose main responsibility is to appraise, arrange, dosrribc, conserve, 
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promote and make archival materials available (or reference and research, also known as 
archival agency; 

(f)	 Commission - refers to the National Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) with 
its affiliate cultural agencies, which includes but not limited to the Cultural Ce nter of the 
Philippines, Records Management and Archives Office, National Historical Institute, till' 
Nationa l Library, National Museum, and the Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino, and for the 
purposes of this Act, tile National Commission for Indigenous Peoples, the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources, Department of Interior and Local Government. 
the Office of Muslim Affairs and tho Au tonomous Regional Government in Muslim 
Mindanao, shall he considered cul tural agencies; 

(g)	 Conservation - all the processes and measures of looking after a place, artifacts, and 
eco farts so as to retain its cultural significance; it Includes maintenance and may, 
acnmling to circumstances, include preservation, restoration, reconstruction lind 
adaptation or any combination thereof; 

(h)	 Cultural Education - is the teaching and learning of essential cultural concepts and 
processes; 

(i)	 Cultural Heritage - the totality of cultural property preserved and developed through 
time and passed on to posterity; 

U)	 Cultural Heritage Zone - refers to historical, anthropological, archaeological, artistic 
gpographkal areas and settings tha t art' culturally significant to the country, the context 
of which needs to be preserved. It includes within iL'i comprehension, cultural space; 

(k)	 Cultural Institution - refers to cultural agencies and all other entities engaged in cultural 
work; 

(I)	 Cultural Heritage Workl'r - an individual undertaking cultural hcntage work; 

(m) Cultural Property- refers to all forms of human creativity by which a people and a nation 
reveal their identity, including such natural history specimens and sites, with rullura l 
significance, which may be owned publicly or privately, and shall either be tangible or 
in ta ngtb lo: 

1)	 Tangible Cultural Propertu - is d culLural property which may either be movable or 
immovable; antique or newer but of rarity, with historical, anthropological, 
archaeological value and national history, museum specimen with significant value, 
exceptional or traditional rendition threatened by extinction whether of Philippine 
origin or not but held legally within the Philippines; 

2)	 Intangible Cultural Property - pcoples ' learned processes along with the knowledge, 
skills and creativity tha t inform and are developed by them, the products they create 
and the resources, spaces and other aspects of social and natural context necessary for 
their sustainability: these processes provide living comrnurutie with a sense of 
community with previous generations and are important to cultural identity, as well 
as to the sa feguarding and cultural diversity and creativity of humanity; 

(n)	 Cul tural Space- a form of intangible cultural property, that is an anthropological COIlCI'pt 
defined as a place when' popular and traditional cultural activities are concentra ted, or a 
period of time involving a degree of periodicity, either cyclical, seasonal or annual, or a 
particular event or physical space that owes its existence to the cultural events that 
traditionally take plan' there; 

I' 
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(0)	 Dealers- refers to galleries and other commercial establishments, agents and other 
individuals dealing and engaging in cul tural property for gain or profit; 

(p)	 History - is a record of past even ts whe ther in prehistoric times or historic times; 

(q)	 Historical Monument and Site - a place or selling where a signi ficant development or 
even t occurred, categori zed as Historical Shrine, Historica l Monument and Histor ical 
Landmark; 

(r)	 Historical Zones - places where important histonrnl events occurred which are signi ficant 
to a province, city, municipali ty or country; 

(5)	 Important Cultural Property- are those which have been singled ou Lfrom among tho 
innumerable cultural property as having exceptional historical and cultural significance 
to the Philippines, hut are not su fficiently outstanding to merit the classification of 
"national cultural treasures"; 

(t)	 Library - collection of books, computerized information, and other materials organized Lo 
provide physica l, bibliographic, and intellectual access to a target p,roup, with a staff that 
is trained to provide services and programs rela ted to the information needs of the targeL 
group; 

(u)	 Local Government Units - refers to the provinces, cities and muniripali ties, barangays, 
including the autonomous regions; 

(v)	 Museum - a permanent institution in the service of cultural development which 
researches, acquires, conserves, conununicates and exhibits for purposes of study, 
education and enjoyment, material evidences of man and his society and its developmen t 
and is open Lo the public; 

(w)	 National Cultural Treasure - is a unique, tangible or Intangible, object found locally, 
possessing ou tstanding historical, cultural, ar tistic and / or scienti fic value which is highly 
significant and important to the country and nation, and officially declared as such by 
pertinent cultural agency; 

(x)	 Natural His tory Research - a biological study in the area of systematics, including the 
collection of specimens of both flora and fauna as well as astronomy, geology and 
paleontology: 

(y)	 Natural Property of Cultural Significance - ecological features, such as seashores, the 
seabed and other submarine areas, and other places of scenic beauty which possesses a 
high value from the point of view of ar t or visual appreciation and similar spots wit h 
histor ical or ritua l value, and other archaeological sill'S; animals and plants, as well as 
their habita ts; geolog ic features where peculiar natural phenomena is seen and 
possessing high scientific value; 

(z)	 Reconstruction - returning of the existing fabric of a place, artifacts and ecofarts to a 
known or earlier sta le by removing accret ions or by reassembling existing components: 

(a a ) Registry - the official listing of Philippine Cultural Property; 

(b b)	 Renovation - L<; work carried out on a heritage site or object without regard to L1w 
possibilities of restoration or reconstruction. Usually, it is the imposition of a value, 
principle, functions, esthetics and materials, original Lo the site or object; and 

I' 



(cc) Restoration - returning of the existing fabric of a place, artifacts and erofarts to a known 
or parlier state by removing accretions inconsistent with historical progression or by 
reassembling existing components without the introduction of new material s: 

CHAPTER II
 
CULTURAL PROPERTY CATEGORIES
 

SEC. 4. Categories. - The Cultural Property of the country whi ch are either publir ly or 
privat ely owned, and tangible or intangible, shall he categorized as follows according to degree of 
importance: 

(a) National Cultural Treasure; 

(b) Important Cul tura l Property:
 

(I") Autonomous Region Cultura l Prop erty
 

(d) Provincial Cultural Property 

(e) City j Municipal Cultural Proper ty 

(I) Barangay Cultural Property 

The cultura l ap,ency concerned shall prescribe the necessary rul es and regulations for the 
rlassiflcauon of cultural property for the above ca tegoril~s 

SEC. 5. National Cultural Treasure and Important National Property and other Kinds of 
Cultural Property- The Important National Cultura l Property shall include the following: 

a) National geological wonders; 

b) National historical monuments; 

c) National historical shrines; 

d) National historical sites; 

e) National n~gister ho ldings; 

I) Works hy a Manlilikha n g Bayan, 

g) Works by a National Artist ; and 

h) Forms of intangible heritage 

The cultural agency concerned shall prescribe the necessary rules and regulations for the 
nomina tion and designation of cu ltural proper ty und er these cat egories. The cultu ra l agency 
concerned shall regularly review the aforem entioned Important Cultura l Property to determine if any 
can quali fy for designation as a National Cultural Treasure. All previously declared Nati onal Cultural 
Treasures are adopted and hereby recognized and sha ll maintain their status as su ch, unless 
otherwise reclassified. 

SEC. 6. National Cultural Treasure's Privileges. - CulLural property designated as National 
Cultura l Treasures shall be entitled to the following privileges: 
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a)	 Government funding for protection, conservation and restoration; 

b)	 lruentive for private support of conservation an d restoration through the Commission's 
Conservati on Incentiv e Program for National Cultural Propert y; 

c)	 An official Heritage Marker to be placed hy the cultural agency concerned indicatin g that 
the property has been identified as a cultural property; and 

d )	 In times of war, civil unrest and natural d isasters, all National Cultura l Treasures sh all he 
given priority pro tection by the Covcrnm ent. 

CHAPTER III
 
CULTURAL HERITAGE ZONES
 

SEC. 7. Historical ZOJle. - The local goverIUlwnt units in coordination with the National 
Hist orical Institute and the Commission shall designate His torical Zones to pr otect the his torical 
integrity of said geographical areas. 

SEC. 8. Maintenance ofHistorical Zones. - A Historical Zone shall be ma intained by the local 
governmen t as mu ch as pra cticable in its ph ysical appearance during the period when the place was 
of most importance to Philippine Cultural History as determined by pertinent cultural agencies. In 
this n ~gard , the following guide lines shall be adopted: 

a)	 Impl ementation of adaptive re-use of buildings and sites and other forms of susta ined 
conservation; 

The best way to maintain an cd ificu of historical or cultura l signi ficance is to use it; 

b)	 (Appearance of streets, parks, monuments, buildings, natural bod ies of water, canals, 
paths and barangays within d Historical Zone) The historical or cultural setting of a place 
within a Historical Zone, characterized hy its st reets, a lleys, paths, buildings, monuments, 
plazas, gard ~ns, fountains, pergolas and barangays shall be maintained as closely to the ir 
appearance at the Lime the area was of most importance to Philippine Cultural History. 

c)	 Renaming of streets shall reflect contemporary sentiments and historical even ts; and 

d)	 Renaming of streets sh all reflect cont emporary sentiments and historical events; 

All valid contributions and elements of the different periods in the lus toriral 
development of the Zone must be respected and preserved; 

Introduction of in fiII elements must be limit ed to visually compatible additions that 
contribute to the homogeneuy of the Zone; the amount of in-fill elements, how ever, mus t 
be regulated to the calculated environmental capaci ty of the Zon e; over-ca pacity will rui n 
the environmental balance a nd historical selling of the Zone; 

Distinct and exisung color, texture, scale and proportion within the Zone should be 
respected and emphasized; 

Vista points within and outside the Zone must be established and maintalnod: 
A buffer zone around the Zone must be established and also regula ted; and 

d)	 Local govemment units shall document traditional celebra tions, historical battles and 
other local customs that are u nique to a Histori cal Zone, and sustain the populari ty of the 
celebrations , the recreation of battles, the reenactment of customs as part of the local 
r ultural pror,rams; 

" 
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SEC 9. Designation of Cultural Space. - The local government units, in coordination with the 
Cultural Center of the .philippines and tho Commission shall designa te cultural spare to protect 
intangible rultural properly of the community. 

SEC. 10. Documentation of Traditional and Contemporaru A rts. - The local government 
units shall as far as practicable, document traditional and contemporary a rts including but no t lim ited 
to crafts, handicrafts, performances - their raw materials, products, processes and makers within the 
cultura l space. 

The local government units shall encourage and sustain traditional arts and crafts as activo 
a nd viable sources of income for the community. 

The Commission, the Department of Trade and Industry, the Department of Tourism and 
other government agencies involved directly or indirectly in the production of goods shall assist tho 
local goverlUllent units in protecting their traditional and contemporary arts and crafts as we ll as 
making them viable for current and future markets. 

The information produced in the documentation shall he published and made available as 
educational materials for local population and students. 

CHAPTER IV
 
REGISTRATION OF CUI.ruRAL PROPERTY
 

SEC. 11. Registration of Cultural Property - All cultural property of whatever class or 
category, regardless of ownership shall be registered with the proper authorities upon the effecuvity 
of this Act. Government agencies and instrumentalities, govurnment-owncd and /or controlled 
corporations and their subsidiaries shall register such property within three (3) years upon effectivity 
of this AcL Private collectors, museums and galleries, and owners of private cultural properly shall 
register such property within five (5) years upon effectivity of this Act. 

SEC 12. lnitial lnuentoru. - The cultural agency concerned shall undertake initial inventory, 
evaluation and documentation of cultural property in continuous coordination with the local 
government unit. The cultural property thus identified will be marked according to their category by 
the cultural agl'ncy concerned. A registry of cultural properly in the city, municipality and provincial 
level shall be kept by the cultural agency concerned and a copy thereof shall be furnished to the local 
government unit having terri tor ia l jurisd iction of the said cultural property. The cultural agency 
concerned and the local government shall continuously coordinate in making entries and monitoring 
the various Cultural Property therein located. 

SEC 13. National Registry of Cultural Property. - A National Registry of Cultural Property 
shall be established and maintained by the Commission, which shall contain the registry maintained 
by the local government units and cultural agencies. 

SEC 14. Non-Divestment of Oumership. - The priva te collectors and owners of cu ltural 
property shall not be divested of their possession and ownership thereof even after registration of 
said properly as herein required. They shall continue to use and enjoy such property for lawful 
purposes, 

SEC 15. Presumption of lise of Public Funds. - All cultural property in the possession of the 
government or any of its agencies and instrumentalities upon the effectivity of this Act shall be 
presumed to have been acquired with the use of public funds or through donations. Accordingly, the 
beneficial ownership of said property shall pertain to the State and the possession thereof shall be 
subject to the pertinent rules and regulations prescribed by the cultural agency concerned . 

" 
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CHAPTER V 
PROTECTION OF CULTURAL PROPERTY 

SEC. 16. Conseroation, Restoration and Reconstruction of Cultural Property. 
a)	 All measures on conservation, restoration and reconstruction of ationa l Cultural 

Treasures, Important Cultural Property, Autonomous Region CulLural Property, 
Prov incial Cultural Property, City/Municipality Cultural Property and Barangay 
Cu ltural Property shall be undertaken only upon prior approval and wi th the supervision 
of the Commission through the cultural agency concerned: 

b)	 The private owners shall endeavor to establish working arrangements with the 
Commission and other cultural agencies and/or other en tities tha t adnunistor cultural 
property with the primary aim of preserving the integrity of the property; 

c)	 In till' reconstruction of a place or structure, introduction of new materials having the 
same property as the original is allowed, or in extreme cases when original materials are 
no longer available, the use of entirely different material. Replacement of ma terial is 
allowed when this affects structural stabili ty and will not detract from the aes thetic 
appreciation of the building; 

he process shall follow basic conservation principles, which shall be provided by the 
concerned agency. Each case should be treated as uniq ue, and shou ld be supported by 
appropriate project studies; 

d)	 With respect to the conservation and res tora tion of monuments and sites, the 
rcro mrnendations of national and international bo dies involved in such activities shall be 
sought and incorporated in the respective conservation and restoration plans; and 

e)	 When the presence of any immovable cultural property of great significance is confirmed 
through documentation to be in danger, the Commission and the other agencies 
responsible shall im med iately suspend all activities that will affect the site. The local 
government 'unit which has the jurisdiction over the site where the immovable cultural 
property is located shall report the same to the Commission munedia tcly upon discovery 
and shall promptly adopt measures to secure the integriLy of such immovable cul tura l 
property The suspension of the activities shall be lifted only up on the wrillen authori ty of 
the a ppropriate cultural agency. 

SEC. 17. Anthropological R esearch and A rchaeological Exploration/ Excatiation. 
a) The National Museum shall take charge of regulating and controlling any foreip,n 

an thropological research and local and foreign archaeological exravatton /exploration. 
1) All cultura l property in archaeological context belong to the State and may be the 

subject of expropriation; 

2)	 No archaeological excavations for the purposes of obtaining ma terials and data of 
cul tural value shall be undertaken excep t with the writ ten authority and supervision 
of the National Museum; 

3)	 No research in an anthropological area where the principal proponent is a foreign 
national for the purpose of obtaining materials and data of cultural value shall be 
undertaken excep t with authority, coord ina tion with and supervision by the National 
Museum; and 

4)	 No archaeological or anthropological item may leave the country without the 
ovaluation and wri tten permission of the National Muse um. 

(I 
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b)� When the presence of any cultura l property is discovered, tho rultural agenoes 
resp onsible thereof shall immediately suspe nd all activities that will affect L1lP site and 
shall immedia tely notify the LGU having jurisd iction of the place where the discovery 
was made. The local government shall promptly adopt measures to protect and 
safeguard the integrit y of the cultural property so discovered and within seven (7) da ys 
from the discovery shall report the same to L11 P Nati onal Museum . The suspe nsion of till' 
art ivilies shall be lifted only upon the w ritt en autho rity of the Nati onal Muse um after the 
systematic recovery of the archaeological material s. 

c)� The National Museum sha ll make provisions for Incentives for persons who shall 
d iscover and rep ort heretofore-unknown archaeological sit es. 

d)� {Any government or non-go vernment Infras tructure project or architectural site 
de velopment) All publi c works, governme nt or non-go vernmen t infrastructure and 
urban renewal projects w ithin a historical or cultura l zone, or those directly affecting or 
involving hist orical or cultura l pr operty shall include a nth ropological, erchaeological, 
hist orical and her itage site conservation in their enviro nme ntal impact studios. For this 
purpose, one percent of the total bud get of the program! project shall be held in reserve 
to underwrite the cost of the study. 

SEC. 18. lmmotiable National Cultural Treasures. - Na tional Cultura l Treasures, which are 
immovable, sha ll not be relocated, rebui lt, defaced or otherw ise changed in a manner, which would 
destroy the property' s dignity except to save such proper ty from destruction du e to natural causes or 
for other reasons of paramount national or inte rnational significance, or it is the only way to sa ve the 
object from extinction. 

SEC. 19. Systematic Research ill Natural Histonj. - The Nati onal Museum has the authorit y 
to collect, maintain and develop the nati onal reference collections of types of Philip pine flora and 
fauna, rocks and minerals through research and field collection of specimens including important 
Cultural Prop erty within the territorial ju risd iction of the Philippines. The Nati onal Museum shall 
inform the Depa rtm ent of Enviro nment and Natu ral Resou rces of such collection. 

SEC. 20. Renaming of Historical Streets, Buildings Designated as Cultural Treasure or 
Property. - No historical streets, parks, buildings, shrines, landmarks, monumen ts and sites 
designated as National Cultural Treasures or Imp ortant Cultural Prop erty shall be renam ed except 
upon wriLLen applicat ion and approval of the National Historical Institute through the Commission. 

SEC. 21. Power to Inspect. - The cultural agencies concern ed through the Commission is 
hereby given the power toinspect lis ted National Cultural Treasu res, Important National Cultura l 
Prop erty at any lime to ensure the protection and integri ty of su ch cultural items identified under the 
National Registry. They may a1<;0 inspect public or p rivate collections or objects that may be 
categorized ali cultural property . 

SEC. 22 Power to Deputize the Philippine National Police (PNP), National Bureau of 
lnuestigation (NBl) and the Armed Forces of the Philippines (A FP). - The cultura l agencies 
concerne d, throu gh the Comm ission shall deputize local or national law enforcement agencies, 
ind ud ing the AFP, to enforce the provisions of this Act and its implementing Rules and Regulations. 
The PNP, NBJ and AFP shall, upon the requ est of the Commission, detail their res pect ive personnel to 
protect the cu ltural items under the National Registry. 

SEC. 23. Eminent Domain. - The Commission may exercise eminent domain on a regisl en'd 
sill', subj ect to availability of funds. If a registered site is a property of the governm ent, the cu ltural 
agencies concerned throu gh the Commission may und ertake emergency repairs and maintenance 
work with due notifira tion to the government agency or unit having possession or ownership of the 
registered site. 
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SEC 24. Cultural Property Tax:- Provinces, cities and municipalities, through their 
respective Sunggllnians,ll1ay levy a Cultural Property Lax of I~ of 1% on the ass essed value of the real 
property such as lands, buildings, machinery and other improvements within their respect ive 
jurisdictions. 

Collections from this CulLural Property Tax shall be used exclusively for any of the following 
purposes: 

1.� Restoration, reconstruction and preservation of designated local cultural property; 

2.� Local cultural education programs; 

3.� Restoration and maintenance of cultural heritage zones; 

4.� Organization, support and assistance to local his torical and cultural clubs and 
associations: and 

:J.� Restoration and preservation of designated Important Cultural Property within lhoir 
LOt 'dlilies . 

CHAPTER VI� 
DEALINGS OF CULTURAL PROPERTY� 

SEC 25. Licensing of Dealers of Cultural Property. - a) All dealers of cultural property shall 
sorure a license to operate as such from the appropriate cultural agency concerned. TIleY shall submit 
a quarterly inventory of items carried, which shall include a history of each item. Failure to submit 
two (2) consecutive inventories shall be a wound for cancellation of the license. All dealers of Cultural 
Property shall be subject to inspection of the cultural agencies. 

b) The cultural agencies may charge and collect fees for registration as well as for licenses, 
inspections, certifications, authorizations and permits that they issue and undertake in connection 
with the im plernentation of this Act. Funds generated from these collections by cultural agencies 
shall be retained by the cultural agency concerned for its operations. 

SEC 26. Dealings of Cultural Property, No cultural property shall be sold, resold or taken 
out of the country without first securing a clearance from the cultural agency concerned . 

CHAPTER VII� 
RESPONSIBILITY OF CUI.TURAL AGENCIES� 

SEC. 27. Responsibilities of Cultural Agencies for Designation of Cultural Property. - The 
cultural agenLies, conformably with their respective charters, shall define and delineate upon 
ronsultation among themselves their respective areas of responsibility with respect to cultural 
property and assessment of National Cultural Treasures. These areas shall he subject to periodic 
reassessment whenever necessary. For purposes of this Act, the following shall comprise the 
res ponsibilities of cultural and other agencies for the categorization of cultural property: 

a)� The Cultural Center of the Philippines (CCP) shall be responsible for cultural property 
pertaining to the performing arts, 

b)� The Records Management and Archives Office (RMAO) shall be responsible for records, 
documents and archival materials; 
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c)� The National Library (NL) shall be responsible for rare and contempora ry books, periodicals. 
npw sp apprs, singly or in co llection, and libraries and electro nic record s; 

d)� The National Historical Institute (NHI) shall be responsible for movable and immovable 
cultura l p roperty that pertain to Philippine History w ith written records; 

e)� The National Museum (NM) shall be responsible for mo vable and immovable cultural and 
natura l property of s ignificance that pertain to collections of Fino Arts, Archaeology, 
Anthro pology, Botany, Geology, Zoology and Astronomy; 

t)� The Department of To urism (DOT) shall be resp onsibl e for cultura l ed uca tion amo ng tou rism 
services, and protection of cu ltura l property s up plemental to the jurisdicLion of the cultura l 
agencies as defined in this Act. The implementation and cr eation of a tourism master plan 
shall be consistent with this Act; 

g)� The Komisyon sa Wikallg Filipino s hall be responsible for the propaganda and promotion of a 
national Filip ino lan guage and L11l' conse rva tio n of ethnic langu age: 

h)� The National Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NO P) acting through indigenous cultural 
communities shall coord ina te with the Na tional Agencies on matters pertaining to Cultural 
Property under its jurisdution, 

i)� The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) shall be responsible 
designating Cultural Property under its jurisdiction. It shall also be responsible under its 
exis ting mandates to regulate areas cons idere d as env iro nme ntally critical areas , whi ch 
include historical, cultural and archeological s ites; 

j) The Departm ent of the Inte rior and Local Government (DILG) sha ll coordinate with the 
ational Agencies on matters pertaining to Cultural Property under its jurisd iction, and 

ens ure that the provisions of th is Act is properly executed by the Local Government Units: 

k)� The Office of the Muslim Affairs (OMA ) sha ll coordinate with the Na tiona l Agencies on 
mutters pertaining to Cultura l Property under its jurisdiction; and 

I)� TIl(' Autonomous Regional Government in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) and tlw Cord illera 
Autonomous Region (CA R) shall coordina te with the Nati onal Agencies on matters 
pertaining to Cultural Property und er their resp ective jurisdictions. 

SEC 28. Role of [GlIs OIL Prooincial/Communitv Cultural Propertu . - Except for the 
barangays, local government un its may file their application of nom ination for Important Provincial, 
Cit y or Municipal Cultural Propert y by means of a certi fied resolution passed by their respective local 
government councils. 

SEC 29. Incorporation of Cultural Property Programs ill LGLl Budgets . - The local 
government units shall incorporate programs and budgets for the conservation and preservation of 
Important Cultural Property in their environmental, ed uca tional and cu ltural activities. 

SEC 30. Training Programs. - The Commission, in coordination with th e National Muse um, 
National Historical Institute ami National Archives shall provide general training programs on 
conservation to the local government units whi ch have establ ished cultural heritage prof- rams and 
projects in their localiti es. 

CHAPTER VIII 
CULTURAL PR OPERTY IN CENTIVES PROGRAIvI 
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SEC 31. Donation In} Prioate lndiuiduals and Institutions to Cultural Agell d es. Any 
donation by private indi viduals or inst itutions to cultu ra l agencies, as certified by tho Co mmission, 
s ha ll be deductibl e from the gross taxable incom e of the individua l or ins titu tion co ncerned, for any of 
LIlt' following r ultura l programs or purposes: 

1)� purchase of National Treasure or Important Cultural Property; 

2)� sup port for scientific and cultura l research anthropo logica l projects, expl orations and 
archaeologi cal excav a tions for the Commiss ion and its cultura l agencies and ar r reditcd 
acad em ic and research institutions: 

3)� cu ltu ra l, a rchaeologica l, anthropological, historical research and ex hibitions an d 
performances for the Commission and cultural agencies; 

4)� purchase of equipment and instruments for cultural agencies; 

5)� cultura l educa tion program s a nd scho larships; and 

6)� maintenance, conservation, restoration of a National Cultura l Treasure or a Herita ge 
Zone. 

The Department of Finance, in coord ina tion with the Commiss ion, shall pr omulgate the 
necessary impleme nting guid elim~s to carry out the purposes of this Section . 

SEC 32. lncentities for Private lnditiiduals, Collectors or Entities Financing Archeological 
Excavation. Pri vat e individuals, collectors or entities dealing with cultura l p rope rty w ho will [inaner ­
the entire cost of •.lI1 archaeologica l excava tio n under the su pe rvisi on of the Natio na l Museum or the 
conse rvation of a historical site under the supe rvis ion of the Nation al Historica l Inst itute, w he ther on 
private or public land, ma y avail of an altern a tive to incom e tax deduction benefi ts arising from 
donaLions as pro vid ed for in this Act. 

SEC 33. Sharing of Cnltural Property. In the sharing of cultural property recoveries, aU the 
u niq ue pieces, d iagn ostic and / or non-marketable property shall belong to the Na tio na l Muse um. 
Thereaft er, the manner of s haring s ha lJ be as follows: the first choice of the cultura l property 
recovered shall he that of the National Museum; the seco nd choice will be that of the fina ncier. The 
alt ern ative choosin g by the two (2) parties shall continue until the full share of the finanoer has ber-n 
determined . 

CHAPTER IX� 
eULTURAL HERITAGE WORKERS INCENTIVES PROGRAM� 

SEC 34. Cultural Heritage Workers' lncentiues. The Co mmission through the cultura l 
agencies shall institu te scholarships, educational training programs, and other me asures to protect the 
well being of curators, conservators, authenticators and valuators/ appraisers of cul tura l property and 
other cultura l heritage workers. 

a)� Program for Cultural Heritage Workers. Within ninety (90) days from the effectivity of th is 
Art, the Commiss ion through the cultu ral agencies ronrerned shall provid e for the 
following programs for cu ltural heritage workers: 

-1)� an acti ve Roster of Authenticat ors and Roster of Valuators/Appraisers; 

2)� ed ucation and training programs for conse rvators, au thentica tors an d 
valuators / appra ise rs; 
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3)� propose a general training program on ronscrvation for local government uniLs, 

b)� App lica tion of Scientific Career Merit ys tem . Cu ltu ra l heritage workers in the Civil 
Service with a Doctorate, Master of Scien ce or Master of ArL<; Degree, s ha ll be giv en tl1(' 
rank and benefits of National Scientists, subject to qualifying sta ndards eq u iva lent to 
those prescribed in the scientific ca ree r merit system of the go vernment. 

The Commission shall establish a merit awa rd system for non-civil service' ultural heritagp 
w orkers . 

CHAPTER X 
SUSTAINABLE CULTURAL EDUCATION 

SEC 35. Incorporation 0/Education Program all Nati onal Cultural Treasures and Important 
National Cultural Property ill the Basic Education System. - After one (1) year from th e effectivity of 
this Act, the Department of Education in co ord ina tion with the Commission shall formulate cu ltural 
heritage educatio n programs to be incorporated into formal, non-Iormal and informal ed uca tion, with 
emphasis on the protection, conservation and preservation of cultura l heritage property. 

SEC. 36. Public Accessibility. - Access to historic monuments and sites, whether designated 
as Important National, Autonomous, Provincial, City, Municipal or Barangay Cultural Property, by 
the general public for visita tion and information, and go vernment representatives for inspection, shall 
not be hindered excep t on reasonable cause. 

Fees, as prescribed by the cultural Clgency conce rned, may in ap pro priate cases be cha rged to 
defray cost of conservation , inclusive of general maintenance and upkeep. In the cas e of privately 
ow ne d monuments and sites, th e Na tional Histori cal Institute shall a rrange with th e owners the 
sc hed ules of vis its and regular inspecti on. 

CHAPTER XI� 
CULTURAL HERITAGE TRUST FUN D� 

SEC 37. Cultural Heritage Trust Fund. A Cultural H eritage Trust Fund is hereby es tablished 
exclusive ly for the protection and preservation of Na tional Cultural Treasures and other important 
rultural property to be administered by the Commission. Contri bu tions sh all be th e following : 

1)� The amount of One Hundred Twe nty Million Pesos (120,nOO,ODO) from the net earnings of the 
Philippine Amusem ent and Gaming Corporation, th rough a monthly co ntribution of Te n 
Million Pesos (P10,OtXl,()(lO) for twelve (12) months, as seed capital; 

2)� Proceeds from fees for registration of cultural property; and 

3)� Donations fr om local and international sources. 

For purposes of raising funds for the maintenance and rest orati on o f cultu ral property, tho 
Commission may s po nsor fund ra ising activities that promote cu lture . 

CHAPTER XII� 
VIO LATIO NS AND PENALTIES� 

SEC 38. Yiolations. - The following acts and omissions shall cons titu te violations of this Act 
which shall he penalized with th e sa nctio ns prescribed therein : 
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a)� Unjustified failure to report the ownership and possession of cultural property and 
register the same as required under Secuonl l hereof: 

b)� Use of private cultural property for purp oses contrary to law or in a manner inim ical to 
national interest or state policy as declared in this Act; 

c)� Unauthorized acquisition by a public official of cultural property with the use of public 
funds; 

d )� Unauthorized exportation of national cultural treasures outside the country to the 
pre judice of national interest; 

e)� Any alteration, modification, construction or infrastructure work around or in the vicin ity 
affecting immovable nat ional cultural treasures without the written permission of the 
cultura l agencies concerned; 

f)� Relocation of immovable national cultural treasures and the hui lding of structures or 
undertaking of activities tha t detract from the property's dignity or introduce anything 
tha t will pose structural instability; 

g)� Dealin g in cul tural property without a license issued by the cultural agmcy concerned: 

h)� Modifyin~ altering, repairing, defacing, or destroying the original features of any 
historical monument or site, or causing any damage on registered cultural property 
withou t a wri tten permit from the cu ltural agency concerned; 

i)� Una uthorized occupancy of important cultura l property or the usc thereof by any private 
entity or government agency for resettlement purposes; 

j)� Undertaking archaeological excavations to obtain materials and data of cu ltural value 
wi thout written permission and supervision of the National Museum; 

k)� Undertaking anthropological research with a fore ign national as the principal proponen t 
to obta in ma teria ls and data of cultural value without the written permission and 
supervision of the National Museum; 

I)� Expor tation of any archaeological, anthropological and item of important cultural 
s ignificance, includ ing rare tra di tional pthnographic items, without the eva luation and 
written perm ission of the National Museum; 

m) Unjust ified failure hy the local gove rn ment official or officials concerned to adopt 
measures to pro tect and sa feguard the integrity of cultural property including those 
accidentally d iscovered during archaoological excavation, and to report su ch discovery to 
the National Museum; 

n)� Unjus tified failure by dealers in cultural property to submit two (2) consecutive 
inventories as required hen-in ; 

0)� Theft or vandalism of a National Cu ltural Treasure or an important National Cu ltural 
Properly found alllong the collections or si tes of the cu ltura l agency concerned or othe r 
government office or instrumentality; and 

p)� Undertaking biological research by a fore ign national to ontain ma terials of srtentif 
value wi thout written permission from the National Museum in coordina tion wi th the 
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Depa rt ment of Environment a nd Natural Resou rces a nd o the r pertinent govern ment 
agen cies . 

SEC 39. Penal Provisions. ­
a)� Any person found gu ilty of violating this Art sha ll be punished w ith prison corrcccional 

with minimum a nd maximum p eriod of two (2) years, four (4) mo nths a nd one (1) day to 
six (6) years imprisonment. In addition, the objec ts, items or materials a ttem pted to be 
co nce aled from re gistration Dr int ended to be exp orted or excavated in violation of this 
Act or used for unlawful purposes s ha ll be for feited in fa vor of the cu ltura l agen cy 
concerned. If a foreign national com mits th e violation, th e pe na lty im posah le shall 
incl ude deportati on after service of se n te nce, forfeiture of the property in fav or of the 
Commission and paym en t of damages . In case the violation is com mitted by a n 
orga niza tio n, the head of the orga niza tion and person di rectly liable shall he the s ubject 
of the sanctio ns; 

h)� An y violation of this Art by a cu ltu ra l worker who has access to public cultura l property 
shall he cons idered an aggra va ting circ ums ta nce under the Revised Penal code. In 
ad d itio n, to the above-prescribed p enalty, the guilty party shall he met ed the punishment 
under Articl e 220 of the Revi sed Penal Code and shall he se ntence d lo s uffer the 
disqualification to hold public office. 

CH APTER XIII� 
FINAL PROVISIONS� 

SEC 40. Separabilitu Clause. - If any section or proVISIOn of th is Act is declared 
un constitutional or in valid, th e other provisions or sections not affected thereby sha ll remain in fu ll 
force and effecl. 

SEC 41. Repealing Clause. - All o ther laws, d ecr ees, execu tive orders, ru les a nd regulation..'i 
or parts thereof inconsistent with th e provisions of this Act a re hereby repeal ed, a mended or mod ified 
accord ingly 

SEC 42. Effe ctitntu - ThLs Act sha ll take effect afte r fifteen (15) day s after its publication in 
the Official Gazelle or in a t least tw o (2) newspapers of ge ne ra l circu lati on , 

Approved , 


