
l~rpll1Jli( of tlJe l ~ bi lippil1c~ 

~ouse of 3L\epresentatibf~ 
IlUIlC,Olt Q;:itp . fHetl'o i Hilll il il 

THIRTEENTH CONGRESS 
\L ~F i rst Regular S~~l 
r \U~ ({ '0'\\ Nt/.~~ 

Introduced by HON. M UJIV S. HAT AMAN of Anak Mindanao (AMI N) Party-List 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The image Ch r istians h a v e of Musl im s i s i nvariabl y mo r e 
n e ga t i ve t han the ima ge tha t Mus l ims ha ve of Christ ians . Th i 0 
i s r e vea l e d i n t h e b ook Ro o t s of Confl ict : Mus l im , Chris t ia ns , 
and t he Minda nao ~ trugg1.e by f o r mer Ge n e r a l San tos Ci t y Mayo r 
Rosal i t a Tolib a s - Nu ne z . The s t ud y c o c l ude d tha t it was t he 
mind s a nd h e ar ts o f both Mus l i ms and Ch r i s t i a n s t hat p r ov i de d 
the basic challenge in t he s e a rch f or d i a l ogue a nd p e a c e . An 
effo r t of Ch r i st ians a nd Musl i ms a l ike to i mpro ve t hei r 
understanding and appreciat ion o f e ach other 's h is tor ical , 
socia l and c ul t u r a l values is t he corner tone o f the e di fi c e of 
peace t hat e a ch Mindan a oan , Chr i s ti an or Mus l i m, mus t bu ild . 

This shou l d i n c l ude an und e r s t a nd i ng of t he so-called Mora 
problem whi ch i s the h is t or i ca l a nd systemat ic arg i n a lization 
and mi no r iti za t i on o f t he I s lami zed ethno - l i n gui s tic groups , 
arguabl y cans ti t u ti ng a Mo ro na t i o n (Bangsamoro) , i n t heir own 
home la nd i n t h e Mi ndana o i s l a nd s , f i r s t b y colonial powers Spain 
then t h e U.S . / and more r e c en t l y b y succes so r Phil ipp i ne 
governmen t s dom' nated by a n el ite wi t h a Chr i s t i a n-Weste rn 
orientat ion . This is the b a c kg r ou nd o f t he r e curr e nt Mo ro a r med 
strugg l e which a ga in man i f es t ed i t s e l f i n hi stor y i n t he l a t e 
1960s a nd e ar l y 1970s c ontinuing up t o t he p r e s e n . 

I n Min danao , the re i s a n eed f or hor i zonta l p e op le - t o­
people p e ace among t he t r i - p eoples (Mo ros or Mu s l i ms , Chris t i a ns 
s et tler s and t heir d e s c endants , a nd t he Luma d l t he r e , espec i ally 
a t h e community level , t o c omp l eme n t t he verti c al t op-leve l 
p eace ne go tia t ion s and p r o c e s s .s wi t h t h e s evera l Moro a nd othe r 
rebel g r oup s there . I t is said t hat peace begins i n the hea r t s 
a nd mind s o f pe r s on s . One o f t h e most impo rt a nt i n s t i t u t i on s 
for this i s t he schoo l o r educa i ona l s ys t em . 

Thi s b i l l t he r e fo r e mand a t es the i nc l us i on in the urricul a 
of a ll l e v e l s o f e ducation a nd tra i nin g i n all schoo ls i n t he 
country, s ta rti ng in Mind a na o , o f t h e st udy a nd unders tanding of 
Mor o h i s t ory , cultu r e and i d e n t i t y wh i c h reca l l a nd hi ghlight 
t he posi t ive re l ation s among t he t r i-p e op l e s , espe c ia l ly betwe en 



Muslims and Ch ristians , as well as t h e i r common o r i g i n s and 
o t h e r point s o f c ommonal ity . Thi s needs to be empha s i zed 
becaus e we may have our d i ff erences b u t we h a ve more i n common , 
on t op of which , i s the c l a mor f or p e a c e . 

Histor y also deals with t he issues of e thn i c ity a nd respe c t 
tha t a re b rough t to the fo re in those s i t ua ti ns o f mi nori t y a nd 
maj o r i t r e l a t i on s h i p s . Culture and ide ntity of t he s e l f and 
the other h ave b e e n part of t r i - p e op l e , e spe c i a l l y Muslim­
Ch r i s t i a n , re la tions in Mindanao . The past relations a nd 
understandings of t he other greatl y i nfluenc e t he re lat ions o f 
today . The issue o f t he valu s and di ffe rences i n various 
c u l t u r e s callout f o r recognit ion and a po s itive acceptance . 
His to r y indicates that this has no t a lways been the case . And 
as they say , t ho s e who do not l e a r n from t he J e s s on s of h i story 
are c ondemned to repeat i t . 

We t h e re fo re e a r nes t ly seek support for and approval of 
l .1. \ 

Ana 
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AN ACT PROVI DING FOR THE MANDATORY S TUDY OF MORO HISTORY , 
CULTURE AND I DENTITY IN THE CURRICULA OF AL L LEVE LS OF 
SCHOOLS IN THE COUNTRY 

Be i t enac te by t he Senate and the House of 
Representatives of the Phi ppines in Congress assembled : 

SECTION 1 . Short Ti t l e . - This Act shal l b e know n as the 
"Moro History , Culture and Identity Studies Act . " 

SEC . 2 . Inclusion in urr icula . The Department 0 

E ucation (DepEd) and t h e C mmission on Higher Education (CHED) 
sha l l include the . t udy a nd understanding of Moro history , 
culture and identi ty in the c rricula f all levels of educat ion 
a nd t r a i n ing in all school s in t he c oun try , sta r t i n g in Mi nd a na o , 
ada pting the scope and t re a t me n t o f the subj e c ts r courses to 
the r esp e c t i ve e duc a t i o na l l e ve ls . The DepEd and CHED shal l 
li ke wi se ini tiate and maintail r e gu l a r programs nd special 
p r o j e c t s 0 p r ov i d e enues for info rmat ion and d iscussion of 
Mora h i s t ory , culture and identi ty , including the utili zation o f 
info r mal educat i on and othe r means to s tre s s the importance of 
resp c t therefor . 

SEC . 3 . Key Content . - In the f o r mu I a t i.cn and crea tion o f 
course s r subjects on Mo r o history , culture and identity to b e 
included i n the school curricula o r other educa i ona l or 
~ raining programs to implement a nd carry out t h e directives 
erein , i ncluding the wr it ing , p r inting and publicat ion of 

textbooks and o t her r e a d i n g mate r ial r elative thereto , t he 
agencies c onc e r ne d hall c on s u lt r e c o gn i ze d experts o n Mora 
hi story , culture ar d i d e n t i t y a well as r e ognized res urce 
persons on the Mindanao peace p roces s and r uslim- Ch r i s t i a n 
d ialogue , and shall a t a l l times emphasi ze the f lowing ke y 
points a nd are a s: 

a) An un erstanding o f t he "Mi nd a na o problem" and the 
"Mor o proolem" as well as the roots of the conflict t h e r e and 
i t s impac t on the res t of t h e country , with appropriate 
atte n t ion to t h e h i s tory of t he Mu s l i ms in t he Ph il ippines . 



b) Th e p ecific character of Mindanao as an is a n d s h a r e d 
by these tri -peop es and thus the i d e al of the ir e quality , c o ­
e xistence and uni ty , i nc l uding the pec ulia r ities o f the 
d ifferen t Moro and Lumad ethno - l inguistic groups . 

c ) The pos 'tive r e l a t i o n s a nd r eme rnb r a c e s in his tor y 
among the tr i-p e op l e s o f Mi ndanao : the Ch r i s ti a n settlers a nd 
t he'r des cendants , the Moros or Muslims , and t he Lumad r 
i nd i genous highlander t rib e s . 

d ) The ident ification o f the c ommon o rigins f the peop l e s 
of Mi n d a na o a nd of the Philippin e s a s well a s o the r p o i nts o f 
c ommona l ities , i n c l u d i ng the posit ive p resentation of thes e 
p eop les b efo r e the arrival o f Is l am and Chri stiani t y . 

e) Th e appreciat i on of the v a r i ou s c u l t u r e s and eth n ic 
i d e n t i t i e s . 

f) Suppor t f or the b roader Mindanao peac e process whi ch 
a dd r e s s both the t r uct u ra l roo ts o f the Mindana con flict a nd 
the deep socia l , cultural and r e l i g i o u s cleavages t here , and 
wh ich consis ts not on l y o f peace n ego t iations with reb e l groups 
b ut al s o peo p le-to -people p ea e processes such as promotion of 
Musl i m-Chris ti an dia l o gue and a c u ltu re of peace . 

g ) Fosteri ng f the att itudes and v a l u e s of peace a nd 
d i alogu e s uch as esteem, r e s p e c t , hon sty , si ncer ity , pa tience , 
g e n e r os ity, graciousness , sensit i vit y , t r s t , prudence , a nd l ove . 

SEC . 4 . Fu nds and Appropria ti ons . - The amo unt as may be 
necessary for t h e i n i t i a l i mp l e me n t a ti on o f t h i s Act shal l be 
t a ken from the d i s c r e t ion a r y f u nd s o f t he Office of the 
President , the DepEd a nd the CHE D and / or fr om the latter two 
a ge n c i e s ' appropriati ons f or po li cy f ormulat i on , program 
p lanning , standa rds d evelopment and instructional mater ia ls 
d e velopment . Thereafte r , s u ch amo unts suc h amou n t s as may be 
nece s s a r y f or i t s con t i n u ed imp lementat ion s ha l l be inc luded i n 
t he Gen e r a l ppropriations Act . 

SEC . 5 . Repealing Clause . Any p rovis ion o f l a w r 
r egulations i n c on s i s t e n t here wi t h is hereby r epeal e d , rev ke d o r 
modified ccordingly . 

EC . 6 . Separabi li t y Cl a us e . I f an y provis i o n o f this 
Act is declared unconstituti o nal r i noperative , the othe r 
provisions sha l l r emain i n force a nd effect . 

SEC. 7 . Ef f ectivity Cl a us e . This Act shal l ~ a ke effect 
i ate l y upon a pp r o v a l. 
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