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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Land classification data frorn the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Forestry IvIanagement Bureau (DENR-FMB) indicates that as of the latest count, total forest
land accounts for about 50 percent (15 million hectares) of the total land area (30 million
hectares) of the country.

However, according to a study released in 2001 by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, the Philippines had the highest rate of deforestation in
the Asia-Pacific region at 3.5 percent annually. The same study revealed that "the incidence of
upland migration and illegal harvesting is high. Low royalty charges, and abuses of logging
concessions led to over-cutting of forests. Ineffective operational management and population
pre~smes have resulted in highly degraded natural forests. More than 5 million hectares of
public timberland have no clear form of tenure or management, essentially creating 'open-

, 11acces:, .

Forests house diverse species and natural resources that contribute to economic well-
being, them being the source of income for many local communities as well as for daily
consumption. It is in this regard that they need to be protected and managed properly, in
accordance with the State policy to conserve and develop the patrimony of the nation, as the
Constitution provides.

In order to fulfill such objectives, this bill proposes the following strategies:

(1) Watershed as the Basic Forestland Management Unit. - Forestlands shall be conserved,
developed and managed utilizing watershed as the basic management unit and under
the concepts of sustainable and multiple-use management, including the conservation
of biodiversity;

(2) Multi-sectoral Participation. - The participation of all sectors of society in sustainable
forestland conservation, management and development shall be promoted. Equitable
sharing of the benefits derived from forestlands shall be ensured at all times;

(3) Community-based Forest Management as a Principal Strategy. - Vesting access rights
and responsibilities to dependent families, local communities and indigenous peoples
to undertake the management and development of appropriate forestland resources
on a sustainable basis shall be the principal strategy;

(4) Protection of Forestlands and Natural Resources as Priority Concern. - The protection
of forestlan ds, especially protected areas and the natural resources in these areas, shall
be given priority concern in order to ensure environmental stability, enhance
biological diversity, increase productivity and provide economic benefits;

(5) Reforestation as a Priority Measure. - Economic and ecological reforestation shall be
given priority emphasis in order to rehabilitate and restore the usefulness or



productivity of open and/ or denuded and degraded forestlands as well as increase the
income of communities concerned;

(6) Security of Tenure of Stakeholders. - In pursuance of the principles of sustainable and
multi-use forest management and equitable access to forest resources, a secured
tenure shall be guaranteed to stakeholders concerned; and

(7) Professionalism in the Forest Service. - A dynamic, professional and people- oriented
forest service shall be established and fully supported by the government.

The country is endowed with natural resources tha t a fford us opportunities for growth
and development. However, the use of such requires a balancing act between present and
future consumption, especially amidst scarcity and depletion. The government must be
mindful of the needs of future generations and must therefore practice conservation to ensure
long-term sustainability.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.

SUSAN
Representative, 2nd
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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines In
Congress assembled:

CHAPTER I
BASIC FORESTRY POLICIES

SECT10N 1, Short Title. - This Act shall be known as the "Sustainable Forest Management Act
of2010",

SECTION 2, Basic Policies, - In conformity with the provisions of the Constitution to promote
the general welfare and social justice in all phases of national development, to protect and
advance the right of the Filipino people to a balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the
rhythm and harmony of nature, and to conserve and develop the patrimony of the nation, the
State hereby adopts the following policies relative to the conservation and management of
forestlands and their resources:

(a) The specific limits of forestlands after these have been fixed and demarcated shall not be
altered except through an act of Congress;

36 (b) The use of forest resources shall bear a social function, responsibility and accountability to
37 promote the common good; and
38
39 (c) Integrated and sustainable, focusing on the resource and the people who manage, conserve
40 and benefit from it, shall be the guiding principle in the management, protection, conservation
41 and development of forest resources,
42
43 In carrying out the above policies, the following strategies shall be pursued:
44
45 (1) Watershed as the Basic Forestland Management Unit. - Forestlands shall be conserved,
46 developed and managed utilizing watershed as the basic management unit and
47 under the concepts of sustainable and multiple-use management, including the conservation of
48 biodiversity;
49
50 (2) Multi-sectoraI Participation, - The participation of all sectors of society in sustainable
51 forestJand conservation, management and development shall be promoted, Equitable sharing of
52 the benefits derived from forestlands shall be ensured at all times;
53
























































