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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRl
Houseé-Bill No. 909

Introduced by Representative Susan A, Yap

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Not 1o be conbused with interior decoration, interior design, which evolved from interior
decoration, involves a multitnde of technical, analvtical, creative skills, and understandings of
architectural elements. [t1s the act of planning, designing, specifying, supervising and providing
general admimstration  and  responsible  direction  to the functional, orderly and  aesthetic
arcangement and enhancement of interior spaces.

The profession of interior design in our country has been put to a lot of pressure lately
becavse of the incteased wvolume of infrastructure and real esrate projects, the influx of foreign
professionals practicing in the country, and the llegal practice of unlicensed interior desipners. Also,
professional standards in the country have been pur into question lately because of loopholes and
malpractices of some professional board members, not necessarily in the board of interior design. As
sucly, there 15 a need ro overhaul the old Tnterior Design Act to provide safety nets and measures to
ensure the development of the profession.

\s such, this bill provides clearer grounds on the removal or suspension of 2 member of the
Board of interior design, for example “manipulation or rigging of the licensure examination, disclosure
of secrer and confidential informarion on the examination questions prior to the conduer thereof, or
tampering of grades,”

Tao factlitate transfer of technology, the bill allows = foreign citizen to take licensure exam
whose country/state has reciprocity with the Philippines in the practice of interior design. Likewise,
foreign interior designers may practice interior design under a temporary or special permit especially if
his/her experase is unique and useful to the Philippines. -

The bill however, 15 sirict to those who shall pracrice legally. Under the bill, foreign mterior
design firm or individuals who shall be found to be illegally practicing cheir profession shall be
penalized with 2 fine of a minimum of 15% of pross fees under P5 million and a minimum of 10%
percent of gross fees above P5 million in addition to the payment of back payment to the Philippine
government., The bill also lists down grounds on the revocation of license and cancellation of
remporary permits. Violations include aiding or abetting the illegal practice of non-registered person,
addiction to drug or alcohol, and fefusal to join or 10 remain a member in good standing of the
accredited professional organization.

A major advancement in the profession of interior design proposed under this bill is the
protection of the professional’s intellectual property tight to the drawings, specifications, and other
contract documents, duly signed and sealed. as instruments of service. The bill prohibits the use,
reprod¢uon, even alreraton and modification conmained in the contract of work without the written
consent of the interior designer. This ensures that interior designers can now be secured that the
drawings they leave to clients will remain solely theirs and its application duly for the client’s purpose.

Representative, 2™ Districk of Tarlac
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FIFTEENTH CONGRESS )

OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )

Peest Begmlar Sesrcon ]
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

House Bill No. 909

Introduced by Representative Susan A, Yap

AN ACT
TO REGULATE AND MODERNIZE THE PRACTICE OF INTERIOR DESIGN
IN THE PHILIPPINES, REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT
MNO. 8534, KNOWN AS "THE PHILIPPINE INTERIOR DESIGN ACT OF 1998,
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be 1t enacted |'|‘_-' the Senarte and the House of E{C|1r-:::-;-::m;t[i'-'-:_-:~: of the Phﬂil)p:nu:& mn

Congress assembled:

ARTICLE |
TITLE, POLICY, OBJECTIVES, TERMS AND 5COPE OF PRACTICE

SEOTTON 1. Tétdk - This Act shall be known as the "i"hi]ippilttz Intertor, Design Act

[

[}

SEC. 2. Statement of Poficy. - The State recognizes the important role of the interior
desigmy profession in nation-building, Towards this end, the State shall promote the sustained
development of professional intenor designers, whose technical comperencies have been
determined by honest and credible licensure examinanions and whose standards of
professional service and practice are internarcnally recognized and considered globally
competitive, brought about by regulatory measures and human resource programs and
activities that foster their professional growth and advancement.

SEC. 3. Obectives, - This Act provides for and shall govern:

{a) The examinartion, registration and licensure of professional intenor designers;

(b) The supervision, control and regulaton of the practice of interior design;

{c) The development of the professional comperence of interior designers through
el 'lf"!|'.|'Il||]-|'% ]"'1'1.}EL'HH]|'3'['I'.".] fL‘lllL'il”"-..!l'l', arcl

{(d) The mtegraton of the inrerior design profession.

SU0 4 Deferiteon of Termr, - For purposes of this Ace, the following terms are hereby defined:

{a) Datersor deiign refers to the sclence and art of planning, specitving, selecting and
arganizing the surface finishes and materials including furniture, furnishings and fixtures and
ather items of decor of an architectaral intevior for rhe purpose of space allocations to suit,
enhance and meet the intended fun-;:l'jt'm) movement and characrer for which the interior of
the nulding 15 designed.

by Proferrionad intertor designer refers ro a natural person whao holds a valid cerdficate of
registration and a valid professional wdenufication card 1ssued by the Board and the
Comnussion pursuant to this Act,

SEC. 5. Swpe of the Professional Practice of Interior Derign. — The pracuce of interior
design 15 the act of planning, designing, specifying, supesvizing and providing general
administration and responsible direction to the functional, orderly and aesthetic arrangement
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responsible direction to the funcrional, orderly and aestheuc arrangement and enhancement of
mterior, spaces. It shall include, but not be limited to, the following activities:

(a) Consultation, advice, direction, evaluation, budgetary estimates and appraisals;

(b} sSchemaric interior design development, design development, execunon of professional
contract documents and programming of construction phases;

(¢} Preparation of interior design plans, design drawings, interior construction details and
technical specifications;

{d) Interior constraction adiministration, supervision coordination of alteration, prescﬁ'ﬂlion
ot restoration of interlor spaces: and

(e} All other works, projects and acnvities which require the professional comperence of the
mterior designer, including teaching of interior design subjects,

The Board, subject to approval by the Commission, may revise, exclude from, or add to, the
above-enumerated acts or acovines as the need anses to conform o the latest rrend in the practice
of miterior d::ﬁi;m.

ARTICLE 11
THE PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY BOARD QF INTERIOR DESIGN

SEC. 6. Creation and Composition of the Board of Inferior Design. - There is hereby created a
Protessional Regulatory Board of Interior Design, hereinafier referred to as the Board, under the
adminisrranve control and  supervision of the Professional Fepulation  Commussion (PR,
heremnatrer referred to as the Comnussion, to be composed of a Chairperson and two (2) members
to be appomted by the President of the Philippines from a list of two (2) recommendees for each
position submitted by the Comumussion, and from a list of three (3) nominees for each pOSIGH
recommended by the duly accredited professional organization of interior designers. The new Board
shall be created within six (6) months from the effecuvity of this Act.

SEC. 7. Qualifications of the Chairperion and Members. — The Chairperson and members of the
Board shall, at the oime of thewr appointment, possess rhe following qualifications:

(4} Must be a natural born cinizen and resident of the Philippines;

(b) Must be a holder of a bachelor's degree in Interior Design or Bachelor of Fine Arts,
major in Intenior Design, conferred by a school, academy, college or university in the ]’hihppmcs or
abroad that is recogmized and/or accredited by the Philippine government;

{c) Must be a registered interior designer with a valid certificate of registration and
professional identification card and an acuve practitioner of interior design for not less than ten (10))
vEaTS prior to appointment;

{d) Must not be a member of the faculty of any school, where a regular course in Interior
Design s being taught, or have pecuniary mterest in, or administrative supervision over any such
mstrton of learning,

(e} Must not be connected with a review center or with any group giving review classes or
lectares in preparation for the licensure examination;

f) Must be a member n good standing of the duly aceredited professional orgamzation of
mterion designers but not a trustee or officer thereof; and

() Has never been convicted of a crime wnvolving moral turpitude, or a civil and/or criminal
ottense.

SEC 8. Term of Qffice. - The members of the Board shall hold office for a term of three (3)
vears from the date of appointment or unl their successors shall have been appointed and gualified.
They may be reappointed for another term of three (3) years immediately upon the expiratdon of
thetr term: Prosided, That no member shall hold office for more than six (6) VEArs.

U the members to be appointed for the first Board under this Act, one (1) member shall
hold office as Chairperson for three (3) vears; one (1) member for two (2) vears; and one (1)
member for one (1) vear. Each member of the Board shall take the proper oath prior to ASSUMpPLOoNn
of duty,
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SEC. Y. Compensation of the Board Members. - The Chairperson and members of the Board shall
recerve compensation and allowances comparable to the compensarion and allowances recerved by
existing regulatory boards under the Commission as provided for m the General Appropriations
ALE

SEC. W Posers, Fancttons. Dhuties and Respowsthilitier of the Board - The Board shall exercise the
following specific powers, functons, dutics and responsibilities:

(a) Adopt, promulgate and administer the rules and regulations necessary for carrying out the
provisions of this Act;

(b) Supervise and regulate the registration, licensure and practice of he professional interior
designers in the Philippines;

() Administer paths in connection with the administradon of this Act;

() Tssue, suspend, revoke or reinstate the certificate of registration or professional lcense
for the practice of the mnterior design profession;

(¢} Adopt an official seal of the Board, )

(f) Monitor e conditions affecting the practice of interior design and adopt such measures
as may be deemed proper for the enhancement of the profession and/or the maintenance of high
professional, ethical and technical srandards;

(&) Ensure, in coordination with the Commission on Higher Educarion (CHED), that all
other educational instructions offering interior design comply with the policies, standards and
requirements of the course prescribed by the CHED in the areas of curriculum, faculty, library and
facilities;

(b} Prescribe and/or adopt a Code of Ethical and Professional Standards for she practice of
the Interior Design profession;

iy Hear and oy administrative cases involving violatons of this Act, irs implemennng rules
and regulanons (IRR), the Code of Erhics for Professional Interior Diesigners and, for this purpose,
to issue subpoena and subpoena dwces fecum to secure the appearance of witnesses and the producton
of documents in connection therewith;

(] Preseribe guidelines in the Continuing Professional Hducation (CPE) program in
coordination with the accredited professional organization of interior designers:

(k) Prepare, adopt and issue the syllabi of the subject for exammarion by determining and
preparing the questions, which shall strictly he within the scope of rthe syllabi of the subject of
exanunaton; and '

(1) Dascharge such other duties and functions as may be deemed necessary for the
enhancement of the interior design profession and the upgrading, development and growth of
interior design educaton in the Philippines.

SEC. 11. Grownds for Removal or Suspension of Board Chairpersonf Mepber. - The President of the
Philippines, upon the recommendaton of the Commission, after giving the Chairperson or the
member of the Board an opportunity to defend himself/herself in an  administrative InvesHgaton
conducted by the Commission, may remove or suspend him/her on any of the following grounds:

(a) Gross neglect, incompetence or dishonesty in the discharge of his/her duty;

(b] Violation of any of the causes/grounds and the prohibired acts provided in this Act and
the offenses in the Revised Penal Code, the And-Geaft and ¢ ormupt Practices Act, and other laws;
and

(c) Manipulagon or ngging of the licensure examinadon for interior designers results,
disclosure of seeret and confidental information on the examination questions prior to the conduct
thereof, or tampering of grades.

The Commission, in the conduct of the investigation, shall be guided by Section 7(s) of
Republic Act No. 8981, otherwise known as the PRC Modernization Act of 2000, the rules on
administrative investigation and the applicable provisions of the new Rules of Court.
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SEC. 12. Administrative Supervision of the Board, Custodian of ity Records, Secreiariat and Suppory
Serviees. - The Board shall be under the administrative supervision of the Commission, All records of
the Board, including applications for examination, administrative and other investigative cases
conducted by the Board shall be under the custody of the Commission.

The Commission shall designare the secretary of the Board and shall provide the secretariat
and other suppert services to implement the provisions of this Act

SEC. 13. Annual Report. - The Board shall, at the close of cach calendar year, submit an
annual report to the President of the Philippines, through the Commission, giving a detailed account
of its proceedings and accomplishments during the vear and making recommendations for the
adopuon of measures that will upgrade and improve the condinons affecting the pracuce of interior
design,

ARTICLE III
EXAMINATION, REGISTRATION, CERTIFICATION AND LICENSURE

SEC 14 Pasiang of Liconsure Fxawpination Reguirement, - Tixcept as otheiwise specifically
allowed under this Act, applicants for registration for the pracrice of interior design shall be required
to pass a licensure examination as provided for in this Act in such places and dates as the
Commussion may designate in accordance with the provisions of Section 7(d) of Republic Act No.

8U81.

SEC. 15. Oualifications of Applicants. - An applicant for the licensure examinarion for interior
designers shall satisfactorily prove that he/she possesses the following qualifications:

(a) Cinzen of the Philippines or a foreign citizen whose country /state has reciprocity with
the Philippines in the practice of interior design;

(by Of good moral character;

(e} A holder of a bachelor's degree in interior design duly recognized or accredited by the
CHED and conferred by a schoal/ cullege,-"'uniw_'rsir_v duly authanzed by the government or its
equivalent degree obeained by either a Filipine ar forewgn civzen from an insticution of learning in a
forelgn country/stare: Provided, ‘That it is duly recognized and/or accredited by the CHED; and (d)
Not convicted of an offense involving moral turpitude by a court of competent jurisdiction.

SEC. 16, Subjects for Licensure Excamination. - The examination for interior design shall basically
cover the {ellowing subjects: .

{a} Interior D-.‘e-;ign;

(b) Furniture Design and Construction;

(¢} Materials for Decoration and Color Theory;

(d} History of Arts and Intetior Design;

(e} Construction: and

(fy Professional Practice and Ethics.

The said subjects and their syllabl may be amended by the Board so as to conform to
technological changes brought about by continuing trends in the profession, in coordination with
the accredited council of interior design educators.

SEC. 17, Rating in the Laensure Examination. - To be qualified as having passed the Board
examinauon for interior designers, a candidate must obrain a weighted general average of seventy
percent (70%0).

SEC. 8. Report of Ratings, - The Board shall submit to the Commission the ratngs obrained
by each candidate within twenty (20} days after the examination unless extended by the Commission
for just cause. Upon the release of the results of the examination, the Board shall send by mail the
rating received by each examinee al his given address using the mailing envelope submitted during
the examination,
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SEC 19, Oarh. - All successful candidates in the examination shall be required to take an
oath of profession before the Board or any government official authorized by the Commission to
admumster oaths prior to entering the practice of the interior design profession.

SEC. 200 lsswance of Certificate of Regivtration and Professional Identification Card - A certificate of
registration shall be issued to applicants who pass the examination for interior designers subject to

pavment of registration fees.

The certificate of registration as professional interior desipner shall bear the signatures of the
Chatrperson of the Commission and Board members, stamped with the official seal, indicating that
the person named therein 1s entitled to practice the profession with all the privileges apputtenant
thereto, This cernficate shall remam in full force and effect untl withdrawn, suspended or revoked,
i accordance with this Acr.

A ceruficare of registration bearing the registraton number, date of 1ssuance and expiry date,
dulv sined by the Chairperson of the Board, shall ikewise be ssued o every registrant who has
pad the required fees. This license will serve as evidence thar the licensee can lawfully practice
hus “her ];.:-r;.j‘.;-_q:.;mn_

A professional identification card, wherther new or renewed, shall he released by the PRC
upon compliance with the requirements for the applicaton or renewal of identification card and
upon presentation ol the updated receipt of payment of annual membership dues of the accredited
professional organization and proof of completion of the CPE requirements. Once registered, the
nterior designer may use "IDr" as his official appendage title,

SEC. 21, Refwsal fo Begrister. - The Board shall nor register any successful applicant for
registration with or without licensure examination whao has been:

(a} Convicted of an offense involving moral muirpitude by a court of competent jurisdiction;

(b) Found guilty of immoral or dishonomble conduer by the Board;

(v} Summarily adjudged guilty for violaton of the General Instructions to Fxaminees by the
Board; and

(d) Declared of unsound mind by a court of competent jurisdiction.

In refusing such registranon, the Board shall give the applicant a written srarement setting
forth the reasons therefor and shall file a copy thereof in its records.

SEC 220 Remseation  or Suspension af the  Certificate of Registration  and  Coanceliation of
Temparary/ Special Perwit, - The Board shall have the power, upon notice and hearing, to revoke or
suspend the certificate of registration of a registered and licensed interior designer or to cancel a
temporary /spectal permit granted to foreign interior desigmer, for vinlation of any of the grounds or
causes in dection 21 of this Act, excepr (¢} thereot and any of the following grounds:

(1) Violation of a provision of this Act, its IRR, the Code of Ethics, the Code of Good
Grovernance, the Code of Technical Standards for the practice of interior design, policy and measure
of the Board and/or the Commission;

(b} Perpetration or use of fraud in obtaining his/her certificate of registration, professional
identficaton card or temporary/special permit

(¢} Gross incompetence, negligence or ignorance resulting to dearth, injury or damage;

(d) Refusal to join or 1o remain a member i good standing of the Accredited Professional
Olrgantzation (APOY,

{e) Neglect or failure to pay the annual registradon fees for five (3) consecutive years;

(f) Awding or aberting the illegal practice of a non-registered and licensed person by allowing
him/her to use his/her certificare of registration and/or professional identification card or his/her
temporary /special permit;

(2) Hegally practicing the profession during his/her suspenston from the practice thereof
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(h) Addicted to a drug or aleohol, imlmirmg his/her ability 1o practice his/her pl‘f.'fn.::islﬂn o
declared with unsound mund by a court of competent junisdienon; and

(1) Noncompliance with the CPLL requirernent, unless he/she 15 exempred therefrom, for the
renewal of his her Prt}ﬂ.‘h‘tsit“ﬂ‘ull wlennlicanen card

The Board shall periodically evaluate the aforementoned grounds and revise or exclude or
add new 'ones as the need arses, subject o approval of the Commussion. Any person, fiom or
assoclanon may fle charge/s 1 accordance with the provision of this section against any regsteant,
or the Board may investigate violanon of anv of the abovementoned cavses. Affidavie-complaint
shadl be filed topether with the atfidivis of witnesses and other documentary evidence with the
Board through the Legal and lovesugason Ottce, The weir fensme move to conduer an investugagon
shall be embodicd in a formal charge to be signed by ar least o mugony of the members of the
Board, The rules on admnisteative Investgation ssued by the Commission shall govern the hearing

S investiganon subject to applicable provisions of this Act, Republic Aot No, 8981 and the Rules of
r]w {Zourt.
.

g o " £r 1R g A Ly i - - I
S 230 Recissane af Revodbod cof Regditratean, Repiacensent of Lost or { dameaqued Cortificate of

Weenteagian, Prfessionad fdentstication Camd or Tom

fezad Permar, - The Hoard may, UPCI PCTitio,
reinstare or reissue a revoked cerdboate of regiswrarion afrer nwo | 2; vears [rom the effectivity of the
period for revocation, which s the dare of surrender of the said cernficare and/or the professional
wientfreanon eard if sdll valid o the Bosrd and/or the Commission. The Board may not reguire the
holder thereof to take another licensure examinavnon, The pedtioner shall prove to the Board that
e she has vahid reason/s to pracrice his/her profession.

ar the grant of his/her petunon, the Board shall issue a Board resoludon subject ro approval
By the Commssion. A duplicate copy ol lost certificate of registraton, professional identification
card or temporary/special permit may be reissued in accordance with rules thereon and upon
pavment of the prescribed fee therefor.

S Nt rvaresd o e Awwaad Begtmaiion Ueen - The Board shall suspend o registered
e ror dru-.]u er from the' practice of his/her protession for nonpavieent of the annual registranon
fees {or five (3) consecunve vears from his/her last or previous vear of pavment. The resumption of
his/her practice shall make place only upoen payment of the delinquent fees plus surcharges and
interest and in accordance with the rules of the Commission, The running of the five (5) year period
may be inrerrupted upon written notice about the disconnnuance of his/her practice and surrender
ol his/her certificate of remistraton to the Board and/or the Comnussion.

S 25, Vested Raghis - Al practiemyg interor designers who are registered ar the vime of the
[assage of thw At shall auromancally be reptstored and ssued corifioares of rerisiration.

ARTICLE Y
PRACTICE C3F INTHRTOR DESTOGN

SECL 26, Tandad 12y

prrad Mice |.| Ic ['.ILL'Ill)l chise L\'.I ]]1"’

i

T -',i.". Jl.ﬁ'.'r-.'f'-':".ﬂ.f' .II:.}:"'.' oy

. - The following persons shall be authorzed o

sfession:
) Natural rersons whao are: ]\ 1y ]1, res r[\.l-,_j-:_‘(_; arnd leensed as interior L]Lblgl[lLJh andd
holders of valid cernficates of reglstraton and valid professional wdenubicaton cards issued by the
Board and the Commission pursuant 1o this Acs and (2) Holders of valid temporary /special |1|L-..1'mjm
sned by the Board and the Commussion 1o forewn heensed interior designers pursaane ro this Acr.
(b Jundical persons: (1) Singie [}Lu]n'imt'u':-‘.l];p whose owner 1s 2 reglstered mrerior designer;
{27 Parmership duly registered with the Securittes and Fxchange Commission | (SEC as p]ntuqunﬂ[
partnership pursuant to the Chal Code and composed of all partners who are ql] duly registered
wntenor designers; and {3) (::::.lw:-almﬂ whose key chuel executive officers (CLOs) and majorily of
the Board of Directors are all registered and licensed mreriar destgners may be duly registered with
the 5IC as engaged in the pracuce of inweror design. [uridical persons shall also be repistered with
the Board and the Commission in accordance witls the rules and regulanions thereon,
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SECL 2T Sead, Lsswance and Use of Seal - A duly registered interior designer shall affix the seal
duly approved and provided by the Board of lnterior Design On all plans and specifications
prepared by, or under his/her direcr supervision during the validir of his/her certificare of
registration, Officers or employees of the government, chartered cities, provinces, municipalities
nonw or hereafrer charged with the enforcement of the laws, ordinances ar regularions relating to the
constructen or alteration of the nteriors of buildings shall accept only those interior plans or
specitlications and contract documents which have been prepared, signed and sealed by a duly
Leensed mterior designer and submicred in full accord with the provisions of this Act. No approval
shall be given by any such person for any work, as defined under this Act, plans and specificarions
of which have not been so prepared, signed and sealed by a duly licensed interior designer.

Violanon of the foregoing shall be a ground for administratve and/or criminal action.
going i

SEC 28, [utellecrwal Property Rights. - Drawings and specificarions and other contract
documents duly signed, stamped or sealed, as insrruments of service, and all the works included
therein, are the intellectual property of the interior designer. Any person is prohibited from engaglige
i any actvity prejudicial to the mrellectual property rights of the mterior designer, including the
reproducton of the contract work or substantial portion thereof, and Jnnking atly alteraton,
cdistortion, munlaten, or other modification of, or a nv derogatory action in relation to, the contract
work and rhe works therein, prejudicial to and without the wrirten consent of the interior destgner.

SBEC. 29, Fereggn Reciproaty. - No foreign interior designer shall be issued a certificare of
registration to practice the interior design profession or  be enttled to any of the nghts and
privileges under this Act unless the country  of which he/she is a subject or citizen specifically
permits Filipine interior designers to practice within its territorial limits on the same basis as the
subjects or citizens of such foreign state or country.

SEC. 300 Pravtice Thronah Tenmporary/ Special Permiz. - (a) Foresgners imtending to work in the

Philippines to perform professional services as nterior designers or consultants whether cmploved
through otficial foreign-funded or foreign-assisted projects initiated by the government, or engaged
b private Filipine, forelgn contractors or firms shall first secure a temporary/spectal  permit from
the PRC through the Board of Intenior Dresign specifically authanzing him/her to practice on the
special project or commission named therein: Prosided, ferther, That:

(1) He/She is legally and professionally qualified and registered to practice interior design in
hislher own country; '

(2) His/Her expertise is unique and useful ro the Philippines, resulting in the transfer of
mformavon and technology, The establishment of international standards in design, and of sharing
of other specialized skills; and .

(31 Duly licensed foreign nationals shall be required to work with a Filipino counterpart who
has been in continuous practice of interior design for at least ten (10) vears. Professional fees and
services, and expenses of documentation pertaining to the project shall be shared by both foreign
and Filipino interior designers, including liabilities and taxes due to the Philippine government, if
any, according to their participation in, or professional services rendered to the project.

by A foregn interior designer shall be required to work in every case with a duly licensed
Filipine counterpart whose competence and integrity has been established by the Board of Interior
Desion on the basis of uniform standards contained in their IRR.

{c] Foreign and Filipino firms working jointly on a special project shall divide the
professional  fees and  orher charges  collected  from  said project  equitably.  Sumilarly, all
documentation expenses, taxes and other liabilities mcurred on the shared project shall also be borne
equalle by both foreign and Filipino firms,

() Forcigners working jointly with Filipino firms shall sipn contracts, designs and other
crechits together with his/her Filipino counterpart. Both foreign and ibpino firms shall ar all times
be acknowledged In international  wi-media on proprictary and intellectual property rights. All
restdual earnings shall also be equitably shared between foreign and local firms.

() Foretgn design firnms or mdividuals ]:nr:utjcjn;__{ i the 1"]1ili|w[>im:s before the E}rumulguucm
of this Act are required to comply with the requirements established by the Board of Interior Design
in s IRK within the timetable it stipulates therein.
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(£} Any violation of these requirements or other illegal practices undertaken by either foreign
design firms or their Filipino counterparts shall be punishable by law or under the IRR of the Board
of Interior Design.

SEC. 3L Indication of Numberr: Certificate of Regstravon, Professionad Tax Receipt and APO
Mewberstip, -. The interior designer shall be required to indicate his/her certificate of regISIration
number and date of issuance, the expiry of his/her current professional identification card, the
professional tax receipt number and date, and his/her APO membership number and date with
official receipt number and date of membership payment (annual/lifetime) on the documents
he/she signs, uses or 1ssues in connection with the practice of his/her interior design profession.

SEC. 32. Roster cl.;.l'"f;:.'.’rf'nf'w' Dresggners, - The Board shall prepare and mamtain a roster of the
names, residence and/or office address of all registered interior designers which shall be updated
annually in cooperation with the APC), indicating therein the status of the certificate of registration,
professional identification card and APO membership, whether valid, delinquent, suspended or
revoked or inactive due to death or other reasons. The said roster shall be conspicuously posted
within the premises of the Commussion and rhe informadon therefrom made available o the public

_LJIF}UT‘.I ]E'.I.LJ'I.lj.i'_'n." O ]'L"L]LIL‘?S.I.'.

SEC. 33. Integration of the Interior Designers. - The interior designers shall be integrated into one
(1) nanonal organization of interior designers that is duly registered with the SEC, The Board of
Interior Design, subject to approval by the Commission, shall accredit the said organization as the
one and only integrated and accredited professional organization of interior designers. All interior
designers whose names appear in the Registry Book of Interior Designers shall ipoo fuso or
automatcally become members thereof and shall receive therefrom all the benefits and privileges
upon pavment of APO membership fees and dues.

A membership in an affiliate organization of interior designers shall not be barred.

ARTICLE V
FINAL PROVISIONS

SHC. 34, Penal Clause. - The following acts shall be punished by a fine of not less than Three
hundred thousand pesos (Php300,000.00% but not more than One million pesos (Php1,000,000.00;
and revocation of certificate of registration or imprisonment of nort less than six (6) months but not
mare than three (3} years, or bath fine and imprisonment at the discretion of the court.

(a) Local Practitioner. - (1) Practicing interior design, rendering work and consultations or
rendering equivalent services as interior designer as defined in this Act or using the tide "Interior
Designer”, "Interior Design Consultant”, "Interior Design Stylist” or "Interior Design" in anv
signage, calling card, advertisement or any other mode of publicity without a valid certificate of
registration and/or a valid professional identification card or a valid temporary/special permuat; (2)
Atrempting to use the seal, certficate of registration and/or professional identification card of a
registered interior designer or temporary/special permit issued to foreign professional; (3) Abetting
the illegal practice of interior design by an unregisrered or unauthorized person; (4) Impersonatng a
repistered interior designer or a holder of a temporary/special permit; and (3) Violating any
provision of this Act or the IRR thereof,

(b) Foreign Practitioner/Firm. - Foreign nterior design firm or individuals who shall be
found to be llegally practicing their profession shall be penalized with a fine of a minimum of
fifteen percent (15%) of gross fees under Five million pesos (Php5,000,000.00% and a minimum of
ten percent (10%) of gross fees above Five million pesos (Php5,000,000.00) in addition to payment
of back taxes to the Philippine government, imprisonment of not less than six (6) months but not
more than three (3) years, or both fine and imprisonment or permanent ban from further practice in
the Philippines at the discretion of the court.



SEC. 35, nforcerzent. The Commission shall inplement the concerned provisions of this Act,
enforce it TRR as adopted by the Board, conduct mvestigations on complaines inchading vicladons
af the Code of

Conduct of the I]TDrﬂﬁﬁii']il and prosccute whoen so warranted.

SEC. 30, Apprapriations. - The Chairperson of the PRC shall immediately include in the
Commission's program the implemention of this Act, the Tunding of which shall be included in the
annual General Appropriatons Act.

SEC. 37, Transitory Provivions. - The incumbent Board shall, in an interim capacity, continue Lo
funcuon by carrying out the provisions of this Act withour the need to issue new appointments for
the Chanrperson and members thereof until the first Board created under this Act shall have been
constitated or organized pursuant thereto.

SV 38, Tmpdemenizng Neder and Regelatens, - 'The Board, with the approval of the
Commission, shall adopt and promulgate such rules and regulatons to implement the I'Jrfn'i:%it'm}; of
this Act, which shall be effective afrer fifteen (15) days following its publication in the Offiead Gazgeite

or 1 2 major daily newspaper of general careulation.

SEC. 39, Sgpavabifity Clawse. - I any clause, provision, paragraph or part hereof shall be
declared unconstamtonal or mvahd, such judgment shall not aftect, invabidate or j_1'r1pﬂj_1_' any ather

part hereof, but such judgment shall be merely confined to the clause, provision, paragraph or part
directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment has been rendered.

SEC. 4. R;*I,“;-:f.-air}{;;' ¢ fenive, Republic Act No. 8534 1s hereby repealed. All other laws, decrees,
exccutlve orders and administracdve issuances or parts thereof which are inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act are hereby modified, superseded or repealed accordingly.

Skcdl. FEffectivity. - This Act shall take effece fifteen (153} days following s publication in at

least rwo (2} newspapers of general circulation.

Approved,



