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Hougze Bill N, __u_2240

INTRODUCED BY HON. MARCELINO “MARCY” R, TEODORO

EXPLAMNATORY NOTE

The Philiopines baing an rchipelago, surounded by large bodies of water with more
than 7,000 islands, indicates tha! the country Fas a veny vast maritimes zon=. With this, it is
presumed thal it should have a marine-based eccrniomy. With a great amount of water and
many number of bodies of water ‘ound, the country should have given important credits to the
resources found in waters especilly the fishes.

Thus, this bill seeks to atune the policy of the State to the Philippine nature as an
archipelagn by encouraging Filipinos ta invest in fisheries. All coastal citiss, coastal provinces,
and 1% class coastal municipalities are required by this bill 1o establish a marine reserve for
aquatic resourzes. In line with this, to have an appointed fisheries officer is proposed in order
to manmge the marine raserve. Through this bill, *he fishery sector of the sountry will gain
support and tha fish supply will be: secursc

By pursuing this marine basad 2uonomy, the State is able to making full use of the

country's marine resources. This shall be & help for the Filipinos and also for the developmert
of the country.

Hence, the approval of this bilt is esarnestly sought.

Nt Tk
MARCELINO “MARCY” R. TEODORO

Representative, 1 District
Marikina City
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Heuse Bill No. 2240

INTRODUCED BY HON. MARCELINO *“MARCY" R. TEODORO

AN ACT REQUIRING COASTAL PROVINCES, COASTAL CITIES AND FIRST CLASS
COASTAL MUNICIPALTIES TO HAVE A MARINE RESERVE FOR AQUATIC RESOURCES
AND FISHERIES OFFICER TC SUPERVISE THE SAME AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS .
THEREFOR.

Be it enacted by the Senste and Hiwuse of FRapressniatives in Congrass assemblad:
SECTION 1. Short Title. — this Ac shall be kiown as Marine Reserve Law,

SEC. 2. Declaration Policy. — It it bereby Jdeclared the policy of the State to pursue a marine-
based economy by making full anc efficiant use of the country’s marine resources. Pursuant to
this policy, first class cosstal municpalities and all coastal cities and provinces must each have a
rnarine reserve for its equatic resc.raes anc & fisheries oficer to perform the functions provided .
herein.

SEC. 3 Definition of Terms. — Foo purposes of this Act, the term "coastal cities and provinces”
shall mean cities and provinces bardering on a coast recardless of ‘ncome classification. On the
other hand, the term "first class coes stal munizisalities” shall include all municipatities bordering on
a coast and whose income classification have been determined by the Department of Finance in
accordance with law as = first class mun iclpality. Furthesrmore other pertinent terms are defined
as follows:

(a) Buffer zones are Idaniified arecs inside the boundaries of and immediately adjacent to the
Feserve thal need special developrnen! sontrol in order to aveid or minimize harn to the
Reserva; '

(b} Ecotourism is a kind of tourism vharein no darage to the ecology is sustained by the: influx of
visitors to the reserve;

(o) Fish production refers to the cajacity of the szeces found within the r{esew-ﬁ to multiply o
achiegve a cerlain density of fish populations;

(d) Management plan is the plan in accordanc 2 with the General Management Flanning Strategy
of the DENR pursuant te Republic Act Mo, 7588 ta serve as the basis for the prctpc"tlon and
enhancament of biodiversity of the Fesare: for sustainable development;

re} Management manual is the mancal relating o the Jessrve:

if} Maximum sustainable vield is the greates! smount of fish and fish products taken or harvested
form within the Reserve without affeting suslainabelily; i

(g} NMultiple-use zones are areas waere susiarable economic activiies may ke allowed o the
extent described in the managemen: plan;

'[_h]I Marine reserve is an area in the sea that s identified to have fish, marine and other aguatic
!:fe_that can he a source of food, o can be the breading grounds for fish and other marine life
which shall be developed. protected and maniged 1o sustain its supply of fish or marine products.

SEC. 4. Each coastal province, coasitzl city and first class coastal municipality shall identify and
establish a Marine Reserve for Fish and Aqustic Resources, under the management of thas
corresponding Fisheries Cfficers provided herzin :

SEC. 5. Paragraphs (a) and (b} of Seclion 443 o Republic Act No, 7180, otharwise known as tha-
Locgl Government Code of 1981, is bereby amerded to read as follows:



“SEC. 443. Cfficials of the Municipility Government — (a) There shall be in each mu::.a-:r:—alny a
municipal mayor, a muricipal vice 1mayor, :.-,unggr!miangl bayan msambers_, a ?EIGI’L":T:IF-F 1x}t the
sangguniang bayan, a rnunicipal trzesurer, a imunicipal assessor, a mUhI-EIp?: i-.:]CLDL] 1tlan_ .‘:':
municipal budget officer,. @ municipal planring and dm'etos?maﬁ'f _cmrmnat::n, a m_Jlmcu:ure;:
engineerbuilding officiat, & municip:l health ofiicer and a rmunicipal civil redistrar. In ac‘i:ldltmn, ‘ra i
FIRST CLASS COASTAL MUNICIPALITIES MUST HAVE A MUNICIPAL F SHERELS
OFFICER."

“h) In addition, thereto, e mayor may appoind @ unicipal adm_inistratc}r, a munic Pal legal
officer, 2 municipal agriculturist, A VUNICIPAL FISHERIES OFFICER, a municipal emvdirenment
and natural resources oificer, a municipal scoial weifare and development afficer, & municipal
srchitect, a municipal information obicer.” |

SEC. 6. Paragraph (a} of Section 154 of rep iblic Act No. 71680, otherwise known as the Local
Government Code of 1957, is herety amendaa to read as Tollows:

“SEC. 454, Officials of the City Governmant. (&) There shall be in each city a mayors, a vice-
rayor, sangguniang pansngsod members, o secrctary to the sangguniang panlungsod, a city
treasurer, a city assessor, a citv sccountart | a city budget officer, a city plarning and
devslopment coordinator, city enginesr, a city health officer, a cily social welfare and
devalopmen: officer, and a city g+neral services officer.  In addition, EACH COASTAL CITY
MUST HAVE A CITY FISHERIES FFICER”

Bec. 7. Paragraph (a) of section « 63 of Republic Act Mo, 7160, otherwize known as the Local
Sovernment Code of 1391, is herewy amanded to read as foliows:

"SEC. 483, Officials of the Proviacial Goverwrent. — (&) there shalt be in each province a
governcr, a vice-governcr , memsers of tha sangguniang panlalawigan , a secretary to the
sangguniang panlalawigan, a provincial tressace, a provincial treasurer, & provingial assessor |, a
arovincial accountant | a provincial engineer, a provineial budget officer, & provingial plenning and
development coordinator. a proviniial legal off cer, a provinclal administrator |, & provinoial health
offizer, a provincial social welfare and development officers, a provincial generzl services officer,
a provinelal agriculturist and a provincial veredinarian. In addition, EACH COASTAL PROVINCE
MUST HAVEE A PROVINCIAL FISHERIES OFFICER.”Y d )

Seec. 8. Article Twelve, Title Five Book i of Republic Act No, 71680, otherwise known as the
Local Government Codsz of 1981, ¢ hareby emended to read as follows:

“Ariicle Twelve. — The agriculturis! shall be mandatory for the provincial government and optional
for the <ity and municipa! governm znts, !

SEC. 482-A Qualilicatiors, Power: and Duies OF THE AGRICULTURIST. — {a) Mo parson shall
be appointed agricultusist unless he is & otizen of the Philippines, = resident of the local
government unit concerned |, of gv od mors! character, 8 nolder of o colleges degree in agriculture
or any related course from a recognized sollege or university , and a frst grade civll service
eligible or Its eguivalent, He must have pracliced his profession in agriculture or acquired
experience in related filad for at least for at least five (5) years in the case of the provingial or city
agriculturist , and three {3) years in the case of the munizipal agriculturists.

Fhe positicn of an agriculturist sk all be mzndatory for the provincial government and optional for
the: city and municipal gauermmenis. : '

") The agriculturist shall take charge of the sfice for agricultural services and shall;

“{1) Formulate measure for the approval of tve sanggunian and provide techinical assistance and
support to the governor or mayor, as the case may be |, in carrying out said measures to ensure
the: delivery of basic services andi provision of adequate facilities relative to agriculture services
as provideco for under saction 17 of this Code:

“(2) Develop plans and strategie: and upor aporoval thereof by the governor or mayor, as the
case may be , implerent the same , palicularly those which have o do with agricultural
programs and project 'which the jovernor of mavor is empowered to implemeant and which the
sanggunian is empowered to proyide for under this Code:

“(3) In addition to the foregoing dutles and “unctians, the agriculturist services and shall;



“(iy Ensure that maximum assistancs and acsess to resources in the productions, pmc:essjmg and
marketing of agricultursl and aguacultura  and  maring products are axtended to farmers, .
fishermen and local entrepreneurs;

“{ii} Conduct or cause t: be concucted locslion-specific aagricultura_[ re_s,e.ail'chu.-a a:_*mi assist _|_n
making availzble the appropriate te hinology arlsing cut of and disserninating mfr_mr_matlcr: on basic
research crops, preveniicn and cortrol of plan! diszases and pets, end other agricultural matters
which will maximize prodictivity; :

“Uil) Assist the govemor or mayar &as the cese rmay be, in the establishment and axtension
services of demonstration farms or @ gua-calturs: and marine products;

“{iv) Enforce rules and regulations relating to agriculture and agua-culiure;

“(v) Coordinate with government ay encies and non-governmeantal arganizations which promose
agricultural through appropriate teck nology canpatinle with environmental integrity,

“(4) be in the front of the delivery oi basic agricultiral services particularly those neaded for the
survival of the inhabitarts during ad in the afermath of man-made and natural disasters and
calamitias;

“(3) Recommaend to the sanggunian a0 advise the governor or mayor, as the case may be,_ on all
other matters related to agricultural ind agua-culture which will improve the livelihood and living
conditions of the inhabitantz; and

“(¢) Exercise such other powers and perform sech duties and functions as may be prescribed by
law ardinance

SEC. 482-B Cwualifications, Power aitd Duties of the Fisheries Officer. — (a) no person shall be
appointed fisherles officer unless he iz a citizen of the Philippines, a resident of the local
government unit concerned |, of good maoral charzcter |, a holder of a college degree in fisheries or
marine bielogy or any relatad coursi” fram a rasagnized éollege or university , and a first grade
civil service eligible or its eguivaleni. He must have precticed his arofessional in fisheries or
acquired experience in a related fiel: for at leasd five (%) years in the case of the provinzial and
city fisheries olficer, and thrae (3) yeurs In the cose of the municipal fisheries officer.

“THE POSITICN OF FISHERIES OFFICER SHALL BE MANDATORY FOR ALL FIRET CLASS
COASTAL MUNICIPALITIES AND ALL COASTAL CITIES AND COASTAL PROVINCES

"{b) The Fisheries officer shall take vharge of U cffice for fisheries services AS WELL AS OF
THE MARINE RESERVE FOR AQUA TIC RESCURIZES HIEREIN PROVIDED, and shall perform
all the functions: of the agriculturist rel sted to fisharies enumerated in the preceding section.”

SEC. 9. The Functions of the Fishedes Officer.- Fisheries Officer shall be directly responsible

to the provincizl, city, municipal board and is hereby empowered to perform any and all of the
followirg;

{a) Adrainlstrative Functions:

(1) Serve as the chiel administrative o¥icer of the Reserve for purpeses of implementing
the management plan;

(2} Recommend the hiring of personnel of the Reserve:
(3) Establish a productive patmership 'with the local community including groups in the
planning, protection and management of the Rezerve .

{41 Develop and imMplament a Fleseree informabon, education and visitor programs;

{5} Develop and impiement a naturel dosumentation program and to oversee research
that may be conducted within the Reses v, :

(8) Integrate the roles of nor-govemment oranization \, the DENR , DA and other
government agencies in the operation ¢ f the reseree '

(7) Document the process involred In the establishment and management of the Reserve
with particular refersnce to the develspment of reladicnship with fisharmer: | small fisharfolk
inhabitants, comimunities, buffar-zone residents ard others in establishing effective protection of
the Reserve. Gather lessons iwamed from this documentation and use them In future planning,



(b Regulatory Functions;

(1) Act as peace officer foo the purpose of maintaining peace fand order within the
reserve- As peace officer, i shall ey ercise pelice supervision therein and may arrest any person
found in any place within the reserve who i cor ilting , has committad or iz about to comnmit an
act in viclation of this Act or Republic fut Mo, 753856

{2) en‘orce the rules and reg slatiors formulated t protect and preserve the Reserve from
trespass, damage, injury and illegal & ctivities.

{2) Bummarily remaove or eje st form the Racarve perszon who have rendered themsebves
obnoxious by disorderly cunduet or bad behaddor or who have viclated any of the requlztions of
the Resarve;

(4) Require, when necessary , any perssa entaring or passing across through or any part
of the Reserve to give the following information: Mama, address, the proposed curation of stay
inside the Reserve and fhe portior which he intdnds to visit or has visited and such other
information of 5 similar nature as ma be requirec of hime

{8) Prohibit persons from cutting or gathering mangrove forest nroducts, hunting or
fishing the reserve without authority or prermit to do sg;

(6). Seize and conflscate fish. shelfish, end other marine products found within the
Reserve Including instruments |, tools and convaevances used inside the reserve by uniicensed
person or , if licensed , obtained in v.clation of thz violation of the provisions of this Act, Flepubiic
Act Mo, V586 or the rules and regulations iszues in accordance with the guidelines concerning
confiscation, seizure and disposition of lllegally cut, gathered and transported marine products
and other resources and confiscated wildiifer and ;

{7) Perform such cther powars and duties as mzy from fime fo time be prescribed by
competent authorities. E i

SEC. 10. Appropriations. ~ The fuids necassary for esiablishing the Marine resarve for Fish
and Aquafic resources shall be includs in the Ceneral Appropriations Act for then vear fallowing
the enaciment of this Act, and the furds necessa 7y for the maintenance of such Marine Reserves
shall be provided by the Local Gowernmert Unts {LGUs) wherein the Marine Reserve |z
established , annually in the LGU anr wal appiepriations,

SEC. 11 Implementing Rules and Requlations. - The Secretary of the Departrment of
Agriculture aned fisheries - in collabor ation with fhe Secretary of Department of Interor ard Local
Government and the Depariment of Envircniment and Natural Resources shall issue such rules
apd rega.;lation:; for the effective implermentation af this Act within six (8) months from the spproval
of herscf, i ’

SEC. 12, This Act shall tak: effect Upon its approval

Approvead.



