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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The passage of this bill seeks Lo convert the existing Presidential Security Group (P5G) inlo a
highly professionalized civilian securily oiganizaiion lo be named the Government Protection and
Security Service {GPSS). It aiins to insulate the organization from partisan politics while maximizing
its efficiency and effectiveness,

This is in pursuant o the 1587 Constitulion which mandaies thet the armed forces shall be
insulated from partisan pofitics, 11 prolibits members of the military from engagomend, divectly or
indirectly, in any parlisan poiitical activity, exceptl io vole.

Currently, the PSG is an Army unit of the Armed Forces of the Philippines [(AFP) with
headquarters in the Malacanang Palace. Police personnel and operators from the PNP Spocial
Weapons and Tactics and Special Action force are alse assigned Thercin.

PSG posts are perceived 1o be ihe most souphi-atier assipnment as they are closest io the
seat of power — the presidency. Military and police officers and personiel are designated o the PsG
which serves as a spiing boaird for their professional careers, 10 1s also alleged that military or palice
personnel assigned to the PSG are politicized as they are promised high-ranking positions in the AFP
oF PNP and stay bebotden o ofiiciats they have served. To date, there had been at feasst thiee {(3)
PG Comimanders who had become AR Chief of-Stafl who were perceived, rigivtly or wrongly, to
have been appointed because of their closeness 1o the President.

This perceplion should be eradivated as i demoralizes the meinibens of the srmed Turces and
weakens the public’s confidente in its military. The creation of an institutionallzed civilian agency,
indepandent from the AFP ar PNP, ensures thal the prﬂi_eﬂive role of the agency, thal is, ensuring
the safety of national leaders, their families, the Malacanang Palace, and foreign visitors, shall be
upheld and given utmost priority.

in Iighf uf,-fhus:.: circumnstances, the passage of this bill is earnestly solght. T
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Intreduced by: Hon. Christopher 5. Co, Hodel M. Batocabe and Alfredo A, Garbin, Ir.

An Act Creating and Institutionahizing a Guvernment Proteciion and Security Service (GP3SS)

Be il enucted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress assembled:
SECTION 1, Title. This Act shall be known as the “Covernment Protoction and Seourity Sorvico Act”,
SECTION 2. The Government Frotection and Security Service. The Governmeant Protection and Security
Service (hereinafter "GIJSS"}_ is hereby created under the direction and control of the Office of the
President.
SECTION 3. Functions. The GPSS shall perform the following functions:

{4} 1t shall be the tead agency in the provision of sacurity for the following:

1} the President, Vice President, Senate President, Speaker of the House, Chief Justice of the
Fhilippines;

2] the First Family; and
3] the Matacaiiang Palace and other buildings under the Office of the President.

(B} it shali be the primary coordinating agency in the provision of security for the following:
1) wisiting foreign heads of stales of govenunents;

2} distinguished visitors and diplomatic delegaies of foreign states of Intergovermmental
Organizations [1GO) to the Philippines; and

3} other individuals or events as officially desipnated by the Office of the President.

{C) The GPSS shall coordinaie with all law enforcement agencies and lead the westipation of crimes
related to the security of the individuals and events enumerated above; '

{D} The GPSS may also provide suppaort to different government agencies and provide assistance 1o

i AFP ang PRP n ts underiakings as ordeied by the President;

SECTION 4. Transfer of Powers and Functions, For this purpose, the Presidential Security Group {PSG) is
hereby abolished. The gowers and funckions of the P50 not inconsislent sith Lhe provisions of this Act
are hereby transferred to the GPSS, The foregoing transfer of powers and functions shall include all
applicable funds and appropriations, records, equipment, properiy and personnel as may be necessary.

The AFP and PNP shall maintain close coordination with the GPSS on all matters relating to the security of
the President.

Section 5. Crganication. The GP5S shall be headad by a Divector wilh the rank of Undersecretary. The
Director shall be responsible for the general adiminisiralion and management of the GPSS.
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Ihe Director shall be assisted by Deputy Uireclois with the rank of Assistance Seoretary for divisions
which include but shall not be limited to:

(A} Personnel and Fiscal Division;

{B) Intelligenice Division:

(€] Information and Communications Technology Division;
{3} Operations Divisiorn:

(E} Special Tactics and Training Oivison; and

SECTION &. Staffing. .
(A) The Director shall be sppointed by the President of the Philippines. All other personnel from '
Deputy Director and below shall hold plantiifa positions subject to eivil seivice rules and
regulations.

{B) In addition to the law enforcemant positions, the GPSS shall rely on the capabilities and axpertise
of civilian perscinel from diverse professional backgrounds.

(C) i upon the effectivity of this Act, the GPSS has not been coimposcd and the new staffing patten
and positions have not been approved or filled up, the current PSG snd its persennet shall
continue to hold office. PSG personnel shall continue with the perfonmance of their task as detail
service with the GPSS, subject W0 screening, until such thne that the oganizational structure of
the GPSS is fully operaiional.

{D} Fersonnel who are affected shall have the option of cither being integrated e the GPSS or
rernain with the AFP or PNP and shail, thereaftern, be immediaiely reassipned to other units
therein by the head of such agencies. The personnel absorbed and on detall service shali be given
until one (1) year to finally decide to join the GPSS. Nothing in this Act shall mean a diminution of
the powers of the AFP or PHNP,

{C) Such personnel who are transferred, absorbed and integrated in the GPSS shall be extended
appointments to positions similar or higher in rank, salary, and other emoluments and priviteges
granted 1o their respective posilions in their original mother agencies,

{F} mMombers of the GPSS shall enjoy security of tenure and shall not be suspended or removed from
aifice except for just cause as spedcified by law,

Section 7. Tralning and Enbancement of Technical Competence. - The peisonnel or stalf composing the
GPSS shall underge an intense selection process. The GPSS shall establish rigorous tralning programs for
its stafi for the purpose of enbancing the teciical, operstional, sivalegic, and technical competence of the
GPS5 which should enable it (o adegualely pedonm s duiies and funclions.

Section 8. Implementation. The GPSS, shall promulgaie and issue the necessary lmplementing Rules and
Repgulations for the implementation of Uds Aot

SECTION 2. Funding. — Funds for the operstion of the GPSS shall initially be souvced from the current PSG’
and thereafier be included in the approprialion Tur the Gilice of the President.

SECTION 10. Repeal. — Any law, presidential decree or issuance, execulive order, letter of instruction,
administrative order, rule or regulation contrary to or inconsisient with, the provision of this Acl is
hereby repealed, modified or amended accordingly.

SECTION 11. Effectivity. - This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its publication in at least two
(2} newspapers of general circulation,



