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EXPLANATORY NOTE

I he Constituinon. Article 20 Section 4 mandates the Slate © recognize the role ul women n

sr-tenlding, | his mandate requires the State o give women opportuniies that will enhance their

wollare dind realiee thiear tuli potental i the service ol the nation,

Iy order 1w help owr economy recover, the full potential of every Fibipine must be reabired. buen
fan

Fipine sl Be given chance o be productive and play his or her part in building g nanon we can all b

o
cdd ol Pvervone must be glven a chanee novwithstanding the person’s gender, ape. or ereed:

[t Bl secks o enpower woimen in business enterprise by giving them the necessary dssistany

Abtaes thetr tullest potental i the teld ot business and trade

Pl smimiediate passage of tos bifl s camestiv sought,

JOSEPHINE VERONIOQLE R, LACSON-NOEL
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HOUSE BILL NO.

Introduced by FHonorable Josephine Veromgue K. Lacson-Noel

AN ACT
EMPOWERING WOMEN BY PROVIDING THEM WITH FINANCIAL, EDUCATIONAL,
AN INFORMATION ASSISTANCE IN ORDER FOR THEM TO EXCEL IN COMMERCE
AND TRADE

B o enacted By ohe Senate and the Howse of Representatives of the Phifippines in Congress
st e
SECTION 1. Short Titde. — 1his Act shall be known as the "Women bmpowermaent in

Eonierprise At

SECTION 2. Declaration of Policy. — In accordance with the mandate of 1he constitution, of s
dechared. g state policy W grant women assistance and opponunitics in enteepeise that will enhance then

soeitare amd thetr tull potenual in order for them to play their role in nation-buiiding.

SECTYON X Definition of Terms. o purposes of this Act the terms.
P tSecretary” refers o the Secretary of Labor and Employvment
P2 Drepartment” relers o the Department ol Labor and Bmplovment

1 B

(3 TComminiee refers W the women i Enterprise and Advizors Commttes

SECTHON 4 Devefopment Progeam.  The Secretary shall adopt and ioplement a " Waomen i
Eroterprise Preseiopment Program™ which provides ssomen with finaneial. educational. and information

assistaney. as provided for in the subsequent Sections of this Act.



SECTHON 3. Financial Assistance, -1he Secretary shail provide financial assistance o women:
1) To support the creation of micro, small. & medium-size enterprises in which womien
can readily participate.
21 to loster investment in busimess subsiantially owned or managed by women: and

{33 F o enable such women to further their education.

SECTION 6. Educational Assistance, —he Secretary shall, with the aid and cooperation of the
secretary of Bducation. provide scholarship and educational assistance:
(11 Do enceurage women w participale in the process of local and natonal povernmen:
and to stimuilate the interest of women in business;
¢ b provide women involvement in government or business:
(31 Lo provide oppertunitics for women Lo gain practical experience in government and
business through internship or on-the-job apprenticeships while in school: and
41 doadentity women with leadership potential to serve as role models. and fo assist
such women in furthering their education and obtaining suitable positions in the
prblic or privaie sectorn
Fhe Secretary of Education shall take the interest of women in consideration, specialix
their development in enterprise, in adopting curricula. policies and guidelines fo

sevondary and post-secondary education.

SECTHON 7. fnformarion Assistance. — The Department shall ereate and estanhish local
rescirce centers i its provincial oftices which will cater 1o women interested in careers in business.
sovernment o related Gelds:

L1 Basie course in accounting. bookkeeping, and marketing practices. and other courses.
and

(23 Workshop. mtormational materials, career counseling, and assistance in the local

COMIMUnty,

SECTION B, Esrablishment of Committee. — The Sceretary shall establish a “Women in



FRLS

SECTION Y. Compaosition. -1he Commitice shall be composed ol the Secretury as h

U hairman and ewgint (8 members appointed by the said Secretary.”
PLE O 1) representative of d labor organivation

L2 Pweo ) representative ol the Deparsment of Labor and Emplovment

(30 Two 2 representative of the Departinent of BEducation; and
(41 Phree (30 members ol the general public, ol which at least two (2 shall be wonwn

ciigaged i an Cnlerprise ds i1 awner or parl o ner,

SECTHON M Functions of the Committee, The Women in Enterprise Assistance and Adyvison

simmites shall have the follvwing functions:
Make recommendations regarding prevention ol gender diserumination in the area of

13

pusingss and trade:

20 sidy and recommend wayvs o empower women in the Deld of business and trade:
fdenuifs areas around the countey where women may excel not ondy in the fickd o

Bustoess and trade but also i carcer service 1nthe government

Approve and dizapprove application of women candidates applyving Tor any assistance

under s At and
(31 Fommiudate the necessary rules and repulations:

SECTTION 11, Ferm of Office, Mombers ol the Compntiee shatl be appointed tor a term ol three
ey, oxcept that of the members first appointed. three (31 shall be sppoiated for a term of one (1)
2y anali be appointed for a term of Two (2) vears. and twa {2 shall be appointed for a wrm ol

S H R R

free (31 vears. 3 determined by the Secretary .
SECTION 12, Meetings, - The Computlee shall meet pot less than four (4) times g vewr or &

o el ol the Seeretars,

SECTHON 13, Compensation. — NMembers of the Committee shall be compensated ai & rate

aurvilent woan eroployee of the National Goverament oceupying aosalary enade 22 position. except

e already cmployed by the Phabippoe Government,



SECTHON 4. Appropriations. — o carry outl the provisions of this Act, such sum as may be
necessary |5 bereby authorized to be appropriated from the National Treasury. Thereafier, the sums
necessary tor the continuous operation of the centers shall be included in the annual appropriations ol

the Department of Labor and Employment.

SECTION 15 Separability Clause. — 1 anv provision or part hereol 15 held mvabd or
anconsttutional, the rematnder of the law of the Provisien ool otherwise attecied shall remain vabid and

P

SECTION 6. Repealing Clanse. — Any law. presidential decree or issuance. executive order.
wetler of instruction. administrative order, rule or regulation contrary o or inconsistent with the

provisions of this Act is hereby repealed. modified or amended accordingly.

SECTION 17, Effectivity Clause, — This Act shall take eftect fifteen (13) days after s

pusthicanon in at least two (2) newspapers of general circulation.

ApRroved.



