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EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill is essentially abour remembrance and celebration — the remembrance of a dark era
that brought shame and infamy o the naton, and the celebration of the courage and
conviction of those who refused to subni o CYranmy and pﬂid the ultimate sacrifice so that
we miay live in relative freedom today.

The decluration of mardal law on September 21, 1972 by former President Ferdinand
Marcos ushered in a period unparalleled in post-war Philippine history. The suppression of
demaocratic tights and cwvil bbertes, the unbroken pattern of gross human rights viclanons
and the .-;'I..'.l;mm:m:; plundwr of the nation’s treasury were its terrible '!ug'.u_‘}', the effecrs of
which our nacon stll has o recover from anrl T{}rjﬂ}'.

Compared to the other military dictatorships of the 19705 and 195805, the Marcos regune was
excepronal by any standard for both rhe quantiey and quality of its violence. While the
Marcos” regime’s tally of 3,257 excrajudicial killings may be far lower than Argentina’s 5,000
mussing, this exceeds the 2,115 extrajudicial deaths under General Augusto Pinocher in Chile
and the 266 dead under the Brazhan junea.

Under the authoritartan rule of Marcos, human nghts viclatons were the apex of a pyramid
of rerror — 3,257 killed, 35,000 rorrured and 70000 incarcerated. In striking contrast o
Argenoma, only 737 Filipmos “disappeared” berween 1975 and 1985, However, neatly four
nmes that number — 2,250 — or 77 percent of all vicams were salvaged. Many were tortured,
mutilared and dumped on a roadside for public display to creare widespread fear.

{n establishing a nanonal day of remembrance and celebration, this bill hopes to umparr the
lessons of marnial kow so the present generations and those vet to come shall never forger
what should never be repeated. The underlving objective 1s to teach the vouth about the
difference berween dicratorship and democracy, between oppression and freedom, berween
right and wrong.

This bill further seeks to underscore the connnuing strugele for justice of the victims of
human righrs violations during the Marcos era. Its authors hope thar by mking the necessary
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fisr J:x:L‘UI.'Lliﬂg and for }Ir-:ming can b established so that the nadon can come o werms with

the rast.

In view of the foregomng, immediare approval of this measure 5 cumestly sougtat.
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AN ACT
DECLARING SEPTEMBER 21 OF EVERY YEAR AS A *“NATIONAL DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE” IN MEMORY OF THE STRUGGLES AND SACRIFICES OF
THE HEROES AND MARTYRS OF THE MARTIAL LAW ERA

Be ot epacted by the Senate and the Howie of Represeniatives of the Phalippines in Congrers aviombled:

SECTION 1 This Act shall be known as the *Nanonal Day of Remembrance Act”™ In
memory of the Filipino heroes and mattves who stood up to the tyranny of the martial law
regime under President Ferdinand EL Marcos from September 21, 1972 o February 25, LU
annd whaose struggles and sacrifices have enabled vs ro Iive In freedom today.

SECTION 2. In order to recognize the siruggles and sacntices of the heroes und martyrs of
the marual law era, fosrer deep respect for civil libernes and democratic msnrasons, insnll
wwareness about the difference between dictatorship and demaocracy, between oppression
and treedom, berween right and wrong, and ro impart the lessons of martial law so the
present generations and those ver to come shall never forget what should never he repeated,
September 21 of every vear s hereby declared as a speaal working holiday to be known as
the “MNanuonal Day of Remembrance,”

SECTION 3. Government offices, schools, and other agencies and establishments i borh
the public and private sectors shall celebrare this observance with appropriare acnvines,
ceremonies and programs that demonstrate the nanonal commuitment o democracy,
freedom, homan righes and jusuce and that pay due homage to the heroes and mareves of the
mearilal b e,

The Commissaon on Human Rights, Department of Fducanon, Nagonal Historical Insnture,
Phibppine Informanon Agency, the premier state schools and unmversities, and the other
appropriaee agencies of the povernment, shall take the lead m eswblishing mulnfarious
promment activities and producnons across the country 1n this regard.

SECTION 4. To ensure the meaningful observance of the holiday as herein declared, all
heads of povernment and privare factlities, offices and insoumentalines shall entcourage and
atford sufficient e and 1}]‘:1}2|CJL'I:L11111i4_'5 tor their v.m]':ulf_ﬁ:,'[;.[::i~ pur::f_mrw] o students oo engage
and participate inoany scovity to mark the “Natonal Day of Bemembrance.”



SECTION 5. Symbolic reparaton through the erection of memorials, monuments and

tombstones, and renaming of public places named after the dictator Ferdinand Marcos and
his family shall be undertaken.

SECTION 6. The funds necessary for the mmplementaton of this Acr shall be included in
the ])lld:.-_’:ﬂ[ﬁ of the Commission on Human Right:; and Department of Educanion under the
General Appropriatons Act of the year following the enacument of this Act.

SECTION 7. This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days following s publication in ar least

rwer (21 newspapers of general circulaton.

Approved,



