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ILB. No. 3479

INTRODUCED BY THE HONORABLE ANGELO PALMONES

AN ACT ALLOWING GRADUATES IN SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS,
STATISTICS AND ENGINEERNG COURSES TO TEACH SCIENCE AND
MATHEMATICS IN THE FLEMENTARY AND SECONDARY LEVELS AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXTLANATORY NOTIL

I're-college science and mathematics education has an important relationship to the future
supply ol scientific and technological personnel and to the general scientific literacy of
the country as a whole. The rapid advances in technology m all [ields, likewise mean that
even those students who do not pursue professional cccupations in technical fields will
‘ulso require a solid foundation in science and mathematics in order to be productive and
capable members of the our society. Al present, Teacher Education Institutions (TEI's)
are not producing enough supply ol [uture teachers with specialization in science and
mathematics.

While it is true that there are close to seven hundred colleges and universities which are
olficially recognized by Commission on Higher Education (CHED) to ofler teacher
cducation programs as shown by those who take the Licensure Examination lor Teachers
(LETY, those who specialized through the 4-vear Bachelor of Elementary or Secondary
Fducation (BSEE/BSE) are not producing enough to meet the demand for majors in these
subjects. This is compounded by the migration of teachers of these subjects to better
payving jobs abroad. The consequence of this poor grounding of students in mathematics
15 clearly shown by the result of 2008 Trends in International Mathematcs and Science
Study (TIMSS) where 10 countries around the world participated. The Philippines
obtained the lowest overall rating with Russia obtaining the highest rating. On the other
hand, of the students who participated from the Philippines, those coming from the
Philippines Science High School (PSTIS) obtained a rating that is twice higher that the
overall rating of the country and would have placed them 4™ in overall vating'. This only
shows that Filipinos have innate intelligence in science and math that only need to be
drawn out with the proper instructions and educational environmenl such as owell
prepared teachers, good curneula and instructional facilities.

" Dara and informarion came from the Office of the Director, Science Education Institnte of the Departmenl
of Science and Technology, '



To this end, the cnfical need to build vp a workforce with strong Mathematics and
Science skills and competencies compels us to introduce this legislation by tapping
graduates in science, mathematics, statistics and engineering courses to teach science and
mathematics, especially in the public schools as an alternative and immediate solution.
This approach will certainly improve and strengthen the delivery of science and
mathematics educations at all levels and keep the country competitive in the global arena.
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INTRODUCED BY THE HONORABLE ANGELO PALMONLES

AN ACT ALLOWING GRADUATES IN SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS,
STATISTICS AND ENGINEERNG COURSES TO TEACH SCIENCE AND
MATHEMATICS IN THE ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY LEVELS AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be 1t enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines
in Congress Assembled:

SECTON 1. Title. This Act shall be known as Aet Allowing Graduates in Science,
Mathematics, Statisties and Engineering Courses to Teach Science and Mathematics
at the Elementary and Sceondary Levels of 20010,

SECTION 20 Declaration of Policy. The 1987 Constitution provides that Science and
lechnology (54T are essential Tor national development and progress. As such, it is the
policy of the State o eive priority o research and development, invention, innovation,
and their utilization; and to science and technology education, training, and services
needed to make the country at par with the rest ol the world in these helds. Corollary to
this the State must provide quality cducalion starting lromy the elementary o the
secondary levels by employing well qualificd teachers in seience and mathematics.

SECTTON 3. Objectives. In pursuance ol the foregoing policy, the State shall pursue the
tollowing objectives:

(a) Adopt a strategy to assure that public clementary and lugh schools have
competent and highly-trained teachers i scicnee and mathematics:

(b} Develop eriteria for the assessment, identification and recruitment of graduates of
science. mathematics, statistics and engincering w be deploved in public
clementary and sccondary schools where their services i teaching science and
mathematics are necded; and

fey To create an Advisory Commitee, National  Screening Commiattes;  and
scholarship and Training Comumittee essential to the attamment of the above
mentioned objectives,



SECTION 4, Creation of an Advisory Committee; National Sereening Committee:
and Scholarship and Training Committee. To ensure the ellicient mmiplementation.
supervision and management of the Marshall Plan. an Advisory Commities; National
Sereening Committee; and Scholarship and Training Commitlee are herehy created as

tallows:

A) Advisory Commitlee. There 15 hereby created an Advisory Comimittee

13)

i

composed ol the Secretary of the Department of Education {Deplid), as Chair.
Department of Science and Technology. (DOST), as co-chair, and the Heads
or Directors of the following departments or agencies or their chosen
representatives as members: Science Education Institute ( SELDOST), Bureau
ol Elementary Education (BELE-DepEd),  Bureau of Sccondary Education,
Department of Education (BSE-DepEd), and the Commission on Higher
Fducation ( CTTETY.

the effective implementation and coordination of the provisions ol this Act.
National Screcning Comumittee,

(13 The National Scereening Commitlee 15 lkewise hereby crealed, composed
il the following members:

(1) Depariment of Education (DepBEd). Chair

‘b Departmient of Science and Technology, {(DOST), co-Char

{c)  Burean ol Flementary Education, Department of Education (BEE-
Depld), member

() DBurean ol secondary Education, Department ol Education
(BsE-Deplidl member

(e} Commission on Higher Educaton (O member,

(1Y President ol the Assoctation of Regional Dircctors, Deplid,
member

(p)  Two (2) non-government organizations o be identilied and named
by the Advisory Committee

The Committee shall develop a set of critena and  guidelines  for the
assessment, identification, recruitment and placement of graduoates ol science,
mathematics and cngineering to be deployed to public secondary schools
where their serevices in teaching science and mathematics are needed
consultation with the Advisory Committee.

Scholarship and Training Commitlee.
The Scholarship and Training Comnuiee is hereby created which shall he

chaired by the Department of Science and Technology (DOST) and shall be
compased of the [ollowing members:



(1) Department ol Education (Depkd), co-Chair

() Science Education Institute (5SED. member

{c) Burcaw of Elementary Education, Department of Education (BLE-
Deplidl member

{) Buresuw of Secondary Education, Department of Education
{BSE-Depld), member

{e) Commission on Higher Edocation (CHED), member.

The  Scholarship and  Trong Commitiee shall  develop Policies  and
Guidelines Lor the mplementation of the Scholarship support which inclodes
the 18 unts of Prolessional ducation to qualily non-education gradoates Tor
the Licensure Exannnation lor Teachers (LETL The scholarship/raining
program herein provided shall be directly implemented, coordinated and
montored by the Science Fdocation Institute (S i consubtation with the
Advizory Committec,
SECTION 50 Incentives. In order o encournge graduates of science, mathematics,
statistics and enuinecering 1o wach elementary or secondary level science and mathematics
subjects under this Act they shall already be ehgible to teach on a probationary or
temporary hasis, and exempting them from taking the Licensure Bxaminations for

Teachers (LT prior to initial hiring but must be able 1o pass o within two (2) vears after
they bave been hired. While teaching in the designated public high school, hefshe shall be
allowed to take the T8 unils prolessional cducation doring summer or during classes as

scholar in order to qualify him/her to take the Licensure Exammation for Teacher (LET).

The Department of Science and Technology (DOST) shall provide the scholarship grants
lor the hired weachers (o lake up professional education subjects,

SECTION 6. Scerctariat. The Science Fducation [nstitute shall provide the secretariat
services essential to carry out the provisions ol this Act.

SECTION 7. Implementing Rules and Regulations. The Advisory Committee 15
hereby antharized o tormulate the Implementing Boles and Regulations within 90 days
ronm the approval of s Act

SECTION 8. Lite of the Act. This law shall be valid and clfecuve tfor a penod of ten
{L0) vears. An evaluation of the increase in the supply of manpower lor teaching science
and mathematics in elementary and secondary education levels and impact on the
performance ol students in scienee and mathematics shall be commissioned Lo an
independent evaluation group by the Advisory Conmnnittee three months before the end of
the tenth vear,

SECTION 9. Appropriation. The [und necessary to carry oul the provisions ol this Act
shall be included n the annual appropriation of the Department o Science and

lechnology.



SECTION 10, Separability  Clause. It any provision of this  Act is declared
unconstitutional or invahd. the provisions hereol which are not affected sholl continue 1o
have [orce and eflecl.

SECTION 11 Repealing Clause. All Lws, decrees, orders, rules or reeulations thereol,
mnconsistent with this Act are hereby modilicd or repealed accordingly.

SECTION 12, Effectivity. This Act shall take eltect on the day following its publication
e at Jeast two (23 newspapers ol ceneral cirenlation,

Approved



