REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
HOUSE OF REFPRESENTATIVES
Cuezon City, Metro Manila

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
First Regular Session

House Bill No. 42 3 7

Introduced by Kabataan Party-List Representative Raymond V. Palatine

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Our nation's history is replete with many yony Filipinos, from students to ¥oung workers
amd peasanis (o out of school youths who took their role as agents of social change by heart, and died
for the cause. This bill secks to remarialize & day to commemorate the martyrdom of our youny
men and women who, beyond mere words, took the ultimate: sacrifice of offering their lives for
national kberation and sociai chunge.

Why do we designate September 20 as the parlicular day for tw commemaoration”? It is on
this duy in the year 1982 when renowned studernt leader and activist Ldgar Jopson, was capored by
the: military in Davao City and was subsequently shot numerous times uniil he died, allegediy the
next day. Thal many of our young martyes dunng that period in our history, such as Edgar Jopson,
were aftracted 10 the Left and were in fact martyred because of their subversive activities should not
deter us from honoring and commumorating their deaths and recognizing their martyrdoms. On the
contrary. we should contextualize their hercism as manifestations of their times, wher the nation was
contronted by massive puverty under a tyrannical dictatorship thur offered the people few, if not no
“pragmatk” alternative, We should comnemorat: ther lives and inculcags amaong young Filipinos
thal patcicstic spirit that will inspire them to work and struggie for social change, beyond the mere
confines of comfort and of pragmalism. Beyond whatever ideclogical reservation we may have, wy
must reatlm our recoumition that their maryrdoms wer: instrumental in restoring many of twe
demiocratic rights we currently enjoy,

it 12 by good coincidence that September 20 is also 4 day before the anniversary of the
impasition of Martial Law under which tens of thousands of Filipinos werc subjected 0 an
oppressive and fascist rule, a few thousand of whom subsequently died in the hands of the Marcos
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young martyrs from the various periods of our history when we were colonized and occupied by
Toreign powers, Let us not forget thal the Fropaganda Movement, lead by national hero Jose Rigal,
was composed of young Filipino intelleceuals, many of whorn died under the hands of the Spaniards
who occupied the Philippines for three centyuries. Many members of the Katipunan of & ndres

vanous foms.

Adopted,
HON, RA

P(é}tPALAT]ND
Reprsentgki Kabataan Party-tist
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REPUBLIC OF THE P NLIPPINES
HOUSE OF REPRESENT: ATIVES
Quezon City, Metro Manila

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
First Regular Session

House Bill No.

Introduced by Kabataan Purty-List Representative Raymond V. Palating

ANACT
DECLARING THdFE TWENTIETH (20™) OF EVERY SEFTEMBER AS
NATIONAL YOUNG MARTYRS' DAY

SECTIONE. {tisa policy of the Stale 1o incuicate and foster among young Filipinos patrivtiem,
natienalism and appreciation of the role of nationa! heroes and symbols in the historical development
of the nation,

SECTIONA, The National Youih Commission, in coordination with the National Union of
Studenis of the Phillppines (NS and other national youth organizations, is bereby tasked 1) plan,
fund and execute appropriate programs and actjvities Lo carry ougt the aim of this COMImMemonation,

SECITTION 6. This Act shall take effect fifleen (15) days afier jts cornplete publication in a keast
WO (2) newspapers of genera circulation.

Adopred,



