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Section 2. Title. - This Act shail be known as the 'Phitippine Coconut Rasearch ipsiiure Act
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In seppert of 1his, ine establishmant of the Frulppine Coconut Research Insgituiz amis o
devaior a mationg! coconut resgsrth 3ns devainpmani Initiative se as to furthar HTIPTOWE
caconut production, utilizatlen, arnd prosagation, increases the incorpe and 2conaric
congition of coconut farmers, and expand empioyment cpportunitias in rural areas.

sectlon 3. Creation of Philippine Coconut Aasaarch insiituie, — Thare is hereby created 2
Phisippine Cocenut Resesrch Institute, hereinatier referred to as PCRI, which shall ne wndar
ine suparvision of the Departrment of Agticuiture (DAY



For the past decades, cocenur ob has suffered due to an international smear
campalgn on its health and medicmz: berefits orchestrated by soya oil producers. The
chilipgpines, which is the biggest supplier ¢f coconut aii in the world, has failed to debunk
the aflegations because we have ngt funded scientrfic and medicinal researches to disprove
tre allegations. What we only have ac “evidence’ on the benafits and patancy of cooonut
cif arg haarsay and anacdates,

IPCRH with & distinct mandate, separate funding, and sufficient manpower.

Fresent constraints to coconut B O£ D onciude uncoordinated and fragmenied
reszarches with shoart-tarm perspectives, icw and Ziscontinuous 8 & © funding, inadacuate
manpower and cguipment, and firriteg public-privata partnership, Al these basic probioms
will e sddressed by creating the PCR! “With an institutionalized and strong B & O zem the
gocvernment can then expect enhanced and expanded knowledge. sciznufic zate
tachpiques and biotechnologies or coconuts, creating a doming cffect on the rasoiution of
ciher constraints inthe industry.

% must also be stressed that the procosed institute is administratively separate and
manzged differently from the Phiiippine Coconut Authaority (PCA) 50 25 to bBrasch oot from
ire reguiatory and developmental mandate of FUA and direct its vision, goals, a4 artioms
whally on research and devegiopment. Aceord
said curpose woukd culthvate a culturs of scientific excelience and professionaiism, entice
ard paoi the bright minds in the resesren and scientific communities, and astahich
credence to the initiatives, {indings, ang innovations of the institute.

ingly, institutionalizing an agency <oiely for *ha
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in view of the foregoing, passags of thiz measure is earnestly sought.
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Republic of the Philippines

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City, Metro Manila

Fifteenth Congress
First Regular Session

House BiLL No. 4243

Introduced by Honorable Sharon §. Garin

AN ACT
CREATING THE PHILIPPINE COCONUT RESEARCH INSTITUTE TO DEVELOP THE PHILIPPINE
COCONUT INDUSTRY AND FOR QTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Phifippines in Congress
assembled:

Section 1. Thie. - This Act shal! he known as the "Philippine Coconut Research Institute Act
of 2011."

Section 2. Dedaration of Policy. - It is a declared policy of the State to develop a globally
competitive, productive, and ecologically sustainable coconut industry supported by a
unified, well coordinated, and adequately funded research and development program,
complemented by highty skilled manpower. -

In support of this, the establishment of the Philippine Coconut Research institute aims to
develop a national coconut research and development initiative so as to further improve
coconut production, utilization, and propagation, increase the income and economic
condition of coconut farmers, and expand employment opportunities in rural areas.

Section 3. Creation of Philippine Coconut Research Institute. — There is hereby created a
. Philippine Coconut Research Institute, hereinafter referred to as PCRI, which shall be under
- the supervision of the Department of Agricutture (DA).



Saction 4. Headguarters and Sateilite Dffices of PCRL — The headguarters of PCRi shal: be
tased in Zamboanga City with satellite efiices in the Municipality of Guinebaian in the
Frovince of Albay, and in Davao City.

Saniion
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S Powaears ang Functions of PCRi. — 7Tae PCRI shall have the following powers and

fUneTng:

a.}

2.}

L

)

e.)

i

k)

L

Canduct rasearch on coconut and cn 2h its phases of production, manzgameant,
distribution, and wtilization, towards meximizing its nutritive, ecohomic, and
ecological potentials:

Publisk and disseminate research findings of PCRI and to promota the axchange
and disiribution of research methods and maierizls 1o research centers whare
they may bz of significances;

Develep, package, uiilize, promots, and transfer wviable techniques and technologies:
Frowded however, that an appropriate rovaity or technological transfer fze shall be
imposed, ihe amount of whick shali te determined oy the PCRI Advizary Board;
Crganize and davalop strong training programs for scientists, research managers,
and extansion werkars, especially in the fields of coconut production, post-harvest
technology, and other relatad subjacts benaficial to the coconut industry;

Operate an information center, inciuding a library, which will provide interested
scientists and acholars access o ar updateds collaction of the worid’s Iiterature on
coConut;

Foster collaboration and cooparation among different research institutions in the
academe and private sector: crovided however, that PCRI acts as the officiai and
central research institute on coconwt in the country;

Acquire or obtain from any governmental authority, whether nationa! or locsi,
Toraign or domesiic, or frem any person, corporation, parinership, associzticn or
other antity, such charters, franchisss, ficenses, rights, privilegas, assistance,
financiat or otherwise, and concessions as are conducive to and nacessary or
proper for the attainmant of the purpose of PCRI:

Receive and acquire from any person sndfor government and private emiiies,
whether foreign or domaestic, grants, donations and contributions consisting of
such properties, real or personal, including funds and valuable effects or things, as
may be useful, necessary ar propar 1o carry out its purposes and objactives and
administer the same in accordance with the terms of such grants, donations and
contributions, as may be usefui or nacessary in carrying out the purpose and
ohjactives of PLRI:

Conduct conferances, workshogs, seminars, and capacity-building programs for
cocanut farmers, producers, processors, and cooperatives in ordar to incraase
croduction of gquality cocornut crocusts and raise the income of the stakenoidars,
a2spacially small coconut farmars:

Enter into memeranda of agreament and recsive grants from local ang foreign
funding agencies through DA upon tne recommandation of the PCRI Aavisory
Board; or through respective acadamic boards and non-governmeint organizations
upon the recommendation of the PCRi Board;

Inter into, make, or execute contracts of any kind as may bz necessary or
incidental to the attainmeant of tha PCRY's purposes; and

Do and parform all acts and things as are necessary, gxpedient, suitable ar proper,
for the furtherance or attainmern: of the purpase of PCRI.



Section &. Executiva Director of PCRI. — The £CRI shall be headed by an Executive Director
whao shall be responsible for the planning, implementation and supervision of the programs
and activities of the PCRI. He shall be appointed by the President of the Philippines for a
term of six {6} years, upon recommendation of the DA. All other officers and employees
shall be appointed by the Executive Director of the PCRI, in accordance with the rules and
regulations of the Civil Service Commission.

The Executive Director must possess high degree of educational, technical and managerial
competencies in research and development, as well as of integrity and praven probity in
public service.

Section 7. Functions and Powers of the PCRI Executive Director. - The following are the
functions and powers of the Executive Director of the PCRS:

a.) Exercise over-all supervision and direction over the implementation of all
research and development programs of PCRI, and in general to supervise and
direct the management, aperation and administration of PCRI;

b.} Execute contracts, incur obligations, acquire assets and deliver documents on
behalf of PCRI within the limits of the authority delegated by the PCRI Advisory
Board:

c.) mplement and enforce policies, decisions, orders, rules and regulations adopted
by the PCRI Advisory Board; and

d.} Recommend the creation of divisions and sections including the staffing pattern
of the PCRI;

e.} Recommend to the PCRI Advisory Board the appointments of personnel and
consultants;

f.) Prepare and consolidate the overall budget of the PCRI; and

g.) Perform such other functions as may be assigned by the PCRI Advisory Board.

Section 8. Appointments of Division Chiefs and Unit Heads of the PCRI. - Division chiefs,
uvnit heads, coordinators, project leaders and other positions in the PCRI shall be
recommended by the Executive Director, and appointed by the Secretary of the DA.
Appointments to various positions in the PCRI are subject to corresponding qualification
standards established by the PCRI, and to rules and regulations set by the Civil Service
Commission,

Section 9. Creation of the PCRI Advisory Board. - There is hereby created an Advisory
Board, hereinafter referred to as the Board, composed of nine (9) Members, to wit:

a) Secretary of the DA or his representative as Chairman;

b.} Undersecretary for Palicy, Planning, Research and Development of the DA as Vice-
Chairman;

¢.} Undersecretary for Research and Development of the Department of Science and
Technology;

d.} Executive Director of the Bureau of Agricultural Research;

¢.) Administrator of the Philippine Coconut Authority;

£} Executive Director of the PCRI; and



E.} Ona (1) represantative from the coconut farmers and two {2) representaiives frem
the coconut industry, as rmembers, to be appointad by the President of the
Philippines, upon recommendation of the DA, for a term of six {B) vears.

Section 10, Functions and Powers of tha PCRI Advisory Soard. - The Advisory Board shall
perform the following functions and powers:
a.} Define, evaluate and aperove the research programs, plans, policies, procsdures
and guidelinas of PCRI in accordance with its purposes and objectivas;
b} Evaluate the implementation, efficiency, and affectiveness of the programs and
projecis of the PCRI:

Cetarmine tha raszarch grior?ies of PCR consisignt with the frameawork of s

purposas and objactivas,

dY Approve PCRI's organizational struciure, staffing pattern, operating and capital
expanditura, and financial budgeis, prepared in accordance with the purposes of
PCRI;

23 Approve salary ranges, benefits, privileges. bosuses, asnd other ferms and
conditions of sarvice for all officers and emploveess of PCRI, upon recommendation
of the Executive Director;

{1} Create committee, division, ar office, and appoint meambers thareof, or designate
officers as may be necessary for the propar management of PCRI;

£) Recommend the establishment or abolition of satellfte units or branches as may be
deemad necessary; and

h.) Exercise such other powers and functions and perform such othar acis as may be
necassary or proper for the atiainment of the purposes and objectives of PCRE
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Section 11. Coordination among Stakeholders of PCAI and Linkages with othar Respgarch
Institutions. - The PCRG shall manitor and evatuata the cocanut research programs and
ideriify the Imrnediate neads and essential cencerns of the coconut industry in consenance
with the iocal and naiiona sconarmis gaveidcmant. (1 shail Tkewise coordinate with other
governmeant agencies in ordar to formiulate stratagies that would furthar the growth of the
coconut industry.

The FCR! and the local govarnment units where there are suitable areas far the pianting of
coconut trees shall jointly implement proizets and programs necessary to achieve the goals
of this Act.

Section 12, Transfer of Agenclas and Personnel. - Al offices, services, uniis, divisions, and
persannai in the Philippine Coconut Authorfty, Department of Agriculture, and Cepartment
of Sciance and Technology which directly undertake research and development initiatives,
activities, and programs on coconut production, distribution, wtilization, technigies,
technology, and products shall be transfarrad and absorbed by the PCRI.

The foregoing transfer of powers and functions shall include all applicable appropriaticrs,
funds, records, equipment, property, facilities, rights, other assets, and personnel as may be
necessary: provided however, that there shali be no gap or adjustmeant in tenure or service
record, and no diminution of salary, satary step or salary levai,

Seciion 13, Tronsiiory Provision, — Tha creaiion of PCR] shall be carded out in such 2
mariner that the parsonnal of the offices, seivices, units, or divisions absorbed into BCR|



shall continue to perform their respective duties and responsibilities in a holdover capacity
sa as not to unduly delay programs and activities on coconut research and development.

Section 14. Implementing Rules and Regulations. — The PCRI and PCRY Advisory Board, in
consultation with the Department of Agriculture, the Philippine Coconut Authority, the
Depantment of Science and Technology and other cancerned agencies of the government
shall formulate the impiementing rules and regulations of this Act within one hundred and
twenty days (120) days after its approval. Such rules and regulations shall take effect fifteen
{15) days after their publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the Philippines.

Section 15. Allocation of Funds. - Not more than forty percent {(40%) of funds allocated
under this Act and in subsequent annual appropriations shall be used for persannel services,
and maintenance and operating expenses; thirty-five percent [35%) for research and
development as well as training and information; and twenty-five percent (25%) for seedling
propagation and dispersal of coconut trees.

Section 16. Annual Report. - The PCRI shall submit an annual repert to the Office of the
President, the Senate and the House of Representatives indicating among others, the
administration and institutional development of the PCRI, and the progress of programs and
projects on coconut research and development.

Section 17. Appropriations. — An amount of One Billion Pesos {P1,000,000,000.00} is hereby
appropriated for the initial implementation of this Act. Thereafter, the amount necessary
for the operations of PCRI shall be included in the General Appropriations Act.

Section 18. Separability Clause. - — If any provision, or part hereof, is held invalid or
unconstitutional, the remainder of the faw or the provision not otherwise affected shall
remain valid and subsisting.

Section 19. Repeallng Clause. - All laws or parts thereof, decrees, orders, rules and
regulations inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed or maodified
accordingly.

Section 20. Effectlvity Clause. - This Act shall take effect immediately following its
publication in a newspaper of general circulation or in the Official Gazette, whichever comes

first.

Approved,



