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Fifieenth Congress
First Regular Session

21 February 2011

MEMORANDUM:
FOR : ‘The Deputy Sceretan General
for Operations
ATTENTION The Executive Direclor
Plenary Affairs Bureau
The Service Director Of\ B35
Bills and Index Service
FROM : The Deputy Secretary General

for Committee Affairs

We are transmifting six (6) copies of the Commitee Report submitlegd ,hjh
Committee on Civil Service and Professional Regulation on House Bill No,  _ 2 <. f
the substitute bill to 1louse Bill Nos. 909 and 2134_ entitled “AN ACT TO REGULATE
AND MODERNIZE THE PRACTICE OF INTERIOR DESIGN TN THE PHILIPPINES.
REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8534, KNOWN AS “THE
PHILIPPINE INTERIOR DESIGN ACT OF 1998 APPROPRIATING FUNDS
THERLEFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES™.

Far your appropriate aclion.

ATTY. ARL C. DADA-ARNALDOVS
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Eepublic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
First Regular Session

COMMITTEE REPORT NO. 635

Submitted by the Commitees on Civil Service and Prolessional Regulation  and

Appropriations on frovn T

Re: House Bill MNo. i

Recommending its approval in substitution of Hense Bill Nos. 909 and 2134

Sponscrs: Representatives Andres D. Salvacion. Jr.. Joseph Ermho A. Abaya, Susan A Yap
and Carlos M. Padilla

Mr. Speaker:

The Committees on Civil Service and Professional Regulation and Appropriations to which
were referred House Bill No. 909 wntroduced by Rep. Susan A. Yap, entitled:

AN ACT
TO REGULATLE ANID MODERNIZE THE PRACTICE OF INTERIOR
DESIGN IN TIIE PHILIPPINES. REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE
REPUBLIC ACT NUMBER 8334, KNOWN A5 “THE PHILIPPINE
INTERIOR.  DESIGN ACT OF 1998 APPROPRIATING FUNDS
THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSLS

and Housc Bill No. 2134 introduced by Rep. Carlos M. Padilla, entitled:

AN ACT
TO REGLULATE AND MODERNIZE THE PRACTICE OF INTERIOR
DESIGN IN THL PHILIPPINES. REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE
REPUIBLIC ACT NUMBLE 8334 (RA NO. 8534) KNOWN AS ~THE
PHILIPPINE INTERIOQR DESIGN ACT OF 1998 APPROPRIATING
FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR. OTHER PLRPOSLS

have,. considered the samc and recommend that the amached House Bill No.
' e epgitled: T

AN ACT
TO REGULATE AND MODERNIZE THE PRACTICE O INTERIOR
DESIGN IN THE PHILIPPINES. REPEALING FOR TIMHL PURPOSE
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8334, KNOWN AS ~THE PHILIPPINE INTERIOR
DESIGN ACT OF 1598," APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND
FOR OTHLR PURPOSES



be approved in substitution of House Bill Nos. 90% and 2134, and with Reps. Susan A. Yap.
Carlos M. Padilla. Andres 1), Salvacion, Jr.. Joscph Emilio A. Abaya, Jane Tan-Castro,
Salvador H. Lscudero 11, Marlyn L. Primicias-Agabas, Victor ). Yu, Manano 7. Plamonte,
Jr. and Cresente C. Paez as authors thereof.

Respectfully submitted,

HON. AN ALVACION, JR.
Chairman

Committee on Civil Service

and Professional Regulation

THE HONORABLE SPEAKER
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
QUEZON CITY
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Regublir of fhrﬁlrﬂtrmm
Housge of Representatives

®orzou City, Metre Kloils

HON. JOSEPH EMILIO A. ABAYA

Congressman, 1sf District, Cavite
Chairman, Committee on Approprigtions

February 18, 2011

HON. ANDRES D. SALVACION, JR.
Chairman

Commitbee on Civil Service and Professional Regulation
Dear Chairman Salvacion:

Please be informed that the Committee on Appropriations in its meeting held foday at

the Rolando R. Andaya Hall, approved to report out without amendment Subsiiite Bill to

House Bill Nos, 909 and 2134, entitied "AN ACT TO REGULATE AND MODERNIZE

THE PRACTICE OF INTERIOR DESIGN IN THE PHILIPPINES, REPEALING FOR THE

PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NUMBER 8534, KNOWN AS *‘THE PHILIPPINE INTERIOR

%;E:GN ACT OF 1998", APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER
POSES".

chn ..Iane Tan-Castro

Hon. Salvador H. Escudero 111
Hon. Martyn L. Primicias-Agabas
Hon. Victor J. Y

Hon. Marianc U. Piamonte, Jr.
Hon. Cresente C. Paez



Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Queron City. Metro Manila

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
First Reguiar Scssion

HOUSE BILLNO. - . < dJ

Imroduced by Representatives Susan A. Yap, Carlos M. Padilla, Andres D. Salvacion. Jr.
Joseph Lmilio A. Abaya, Jane Tan-Castro. Salvader H. Escudero {11, Marlyn L. Primicias-
Agabas, Victor ). Yo, Mariano U, Piamonte. J© and Cresente C. Paer

ANACT
TO REGULATE AND MODERNIZE THE PRACTICE OF INTERIOR DESIGN IN
THE PHILIPPINES, REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 5334,
KNOWN AS "THE PHILIPPINE INTERIOR DESIGN ACF OF 1998
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Congress ussembled:

ARTICLE I

TITLE, POLECY, OBJECTIVES, TERMS AND SCOPE OF PRACTICE

SECTION 1. Title. - This Act shall be known as the "Philippine Interior Design Act
of 2011".

SEC. 2. Statement of Policy. - The State recognizes the important role of the interior
design profession in nation-building. Towards this end, the State shall promote the sustained
development of professional interior designers. whose technical competencies have been
determined by honest and credible licensure examinations and whose standards of
professional service and practice are internationally recognized and considered globally
competitive, brought aboul by regulatory measures and human resource programs and
activities that foster their professional growth and advancement.

SEC. 3. Objectives. - This Act provides for and shall govern:

(a) The examination, registration and licensure of professional interior designers:

{b) The supervision, control and regulation of the practice of interior design;

{c) The development of the professional competence of interior designers through
continuing prolessional education; and

{d) The integration of the interior design profession.
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SEC. 4. Definition of Terms. - For purposcs of this Act, the following terms are
hereby defined:

{a} Inferior design refers to the science and art of planning, specifying, selecting and
organizing the surlace finishes and materials including furniture. furnishings and
fixtures and other interior design elements for the purposc of interior space allocations
to suit, enhance and meet the intended function, movement and charaeter for which
the interior of the building 15 designed.

{b) Professional interior designer refers 10 a natural person who holds a valid certificate
of regstration and a valid professional identification card issued by the Board and the
Commission pursuant to this Act,

SEC. 5. Scope of the Professional Practice of Interior Design. - The practice of
interior design is the act of planning. designing. specifving, supervising and providing
generzl administration and responsible direction to the functional, orderly and aesthetic
arrangement and enhancement of interior spaces. [t shall include. but not be limited to. the
following activities:

(a} Consullation, advice, direction, evaluation. budgetary estimates and appraisals:

(b} Schematic interior design devclopmenL design development, execution of
professional contract decuments and programming of construction phases;

{c) Preparation of interior design plans. design drawings, interior construction details.
and technical specifications;

(d) Intener  construction administration.  supervision coordination of  alteration
preservation cr restoration of interior spaces; and

{e) All other works, projects and activities which require the professional competence of
the interior designer, including teaching of interior design subjects,

The Board, subject to approval by the Commission, may revise. exclude from. or add
to. the above-enumcrated acts or activitics as 1he need arises to conlformn to the latest trend in
the practice of interior design.

ARTICLE 11

THE PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY BOARD OF INTERIOR DESIGN

SEC. 6. Creation and Composition of the Board of Interior Design. - There is
hereby created a Professional Regulatory Board of Interior Design, hereinafter referred to as
the Board. under the administrative control and supervision of the Professional Regulation
Commission (PRC), hercinafter referred to as the Commission, to be composed of a
Chairperson and twe (2) members to be appointed by the President of the Philippines from a

2
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list of two (2) recommendees for each position submitied by the Commission, and from a list
of three (3) nominees for each position recommended by the duly accredited professional
organization of interior designers. The new Board shall be created within six {6) months
from the effectivity of this Act.

SEC. 7. Qualifications of the Chairperson and Members. — The Chairperson and
members of the Beoard shall, at the time of their appointment, possess the following
qualifications:

{a) Must be a citizen and resident of the Philippines:

{b) Must be a degrce helder of Bachelor of Science in Interior Design (BSID?Y, Bachelor
of Interior Design (B1D) or Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA), major in Interior Design. or
an equivalent degree conferred by a school. academy, college or university in the
Philippines or abroad that is recognized and/or accredited by the Philippine
government;

(c) Must be a registered interior designer with a valid ceriificate of registration and
professional identification card and an active practitioner of interior desigm for not
less than ten (10) years prior to appointment;

{d) Must not be a member of the faculty of any school. where a regular course in Interior
Design 1s being taught, or have pecuniary interest in, or administrative supervision
over any such instilution of learming;

{#) Must not be connected with a review center or with any group piving review classes
or lectures in preparation for the licensure examination:

(1) Must be a member in good standing of the duly accredited professional organization
of interior designers but not a trustee or officer thereol: and

{g) Has never been convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude. or a civil and/or
¢nminal offcnse.

SEC. 8. Term of Office. - The members of the Board shall hold oiFice for a term of
lhree (3} vears from the date of appointment or until their sucecssors shall have been
appointed and qualified. They mav be reappointed for another lerm of three {3) vears
immediately upon the expiration of their tetm: Provided, That no member shall hold office
lor more than six ($) years.

Ot the members 1o be appointed for the first Board under this Act. one (1) member
shall hold officc as Chairperson lor three (3} years; one {1) member for two (2} vears: and
one (1} member for one (1) vear. Each member of the Board shall take the proper nath prior

to assumption of duty.
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SEC. 9. Compensation of the Board Members. - The Chairperson and members of
the Board shall receive compensation and allowances comparable to the compensation and
allowances received by existing regulatory boards under the Commission as provided for in
the General Appropriations Act.

SEC. 10. Powers, Functions, Duties and Responsibilities of the Board - The Board
shall exercise the following speeific powers, [unctions, duties and responsibilities:

(a} Adopt, promulgate and administer the rules and repulations necessary for camving out
the provisions of this Act;

(b) Supervise and regulate the registration. licensure and practice of the professional
interior designers in the Philippines:

{¢) Administer oaths in connection with the administration of this Act;

{d) Issue, suspend. revoke or reinstate the certificate of registration or professional license
for the practice ol the interior design profession;

{2) Adopt an official seal of the Board:

{fy Monitor the conditions alfecting the practice of interior design and adopt such
measures as may be deemed preper for the enhancement of the profession and/or the
maintenance of high professional, ethical and technical standards;

() Ensure, 1n cocrdination with the Comsmssion on Iigher L'ducation (CHED?). that alt
other educational instructions offering interior design comply with the policies.
standards and requirements of the course prescribed by the CHED in the areas of
curriculum, faculty, library and facilities;

(h) Prescribe and/or adopt a Code of Ethical and Professionat Standards for the practice
of the Interior Design profession:

(1) Hear and try administrative cases involving violations of this Act, its implementing
rules and regulations (IRR). the Code of Fthics for Professional Interior Designers
and. for this purposc, to issue subpoena and subpocna duces tfecum to secure the
appearance of witnesses and the production of decuments in connection therewith:

{j) Prescribe guidclines in the Continuing Professional Fducation (CPE) program in
coordination with the accredited professional organization of intetior designers:

(K) Prepare. adopt und issue the syllabi of the subject for cxamination by determining and
preparing the questions, which shall strictly be within the scope of the syllabi of the
subject of examination; and

(1) Dhscharge such other duties and functions as may be deemed necessany for the

enhancement of the interior design profession and the upgrading, development and
4
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growth of interior design education in the Philippines.

SEC. 11. Grounds for Removal or Suspension of Board Chairperson and Members.,
- The President of the Philippines. upon the recommendation of the Commisston. after giving
the Chairperson and members of the Board an opportunity to defend themselves in an
administrative investigation conducted by the Commission, may remove or suspend them on
any of the following grounds:

(a} Gross neglect, incompetence or dishonesty in the discharge of their duties;

(b} Violation of any of the causes/prounds and the prohibited acts provided in this Act and
the offenses in the Reviscd Penal Code. the Anti-Grafl and Cormupt Practices Act, and
other laws; and

(c} Manipulation or rigging of the licensure examination for interior designers results.
disclosure of secret and confidential information on the cxamination questions prior to
the conduct thereof, or tampering of grades.

The Commission, in the conducl of the mnvestigation, shall be guided by Section %s)
of Republic Act No. 8981, known as the PRC Modemization Act ol 2000, the rules on
administrative investigation and the applicable provisions of the new Rules of Court.

SEC. 12. Administrative Supervision of the Board, Custodian of its Records,
Secretariat and Support Services. - The Board shall be under the administrative supervision
of the Comumission. All records of the Board, including applications for examination,
administrative and other investigative cases conducted by the Board shall be under the
custody of the Commission.

The Commission shall desigmate the secretary of the Board and shall provide the
secretariat and other support services to implement the provisions of this Act.

SEC. 13, Annuaal Report. - The Board shall, at the clese of each calendar vear
submit an annual report to the President of the Philippines. through the Commission, giving a
detailed account of its proceedings and accomplishments during the year and making
recommendations for the adoption of measures that will upgrade and improve the conditions
affecting the practice of interior design.

ARTICLEIII
EXAMINATION, REGISTRATION, CERTIFICATION AND LICENSURE

SEC. 14. Passing of Licensure Examination Requirement. - Except as otherwise
specifically allowed under his Act, applicams for registration lor the practice of interior
design shall be required to pass a licensure examination as provided for in this Act in such

places and dates as the Commission may designale in accordance with the provisions of

5



Section Hd) of Republic Act No. 8981,

SEC. 15. Qaalifications of Applicants. - Applicants for the licensure examination for
interior designers shall satisiactorily prove that they possess the following qualifications:

(a) Citizen of the Philippines or foreign citizen whose country/state has reciprocity with
the Philippines in the practice of interior design;

{b) Of good moral character;

(€} A holder of a bachelor's degrec in interior design or its eguivalent degree duly
recognized or accredited by the CHED and conferred by a school/college/university

duly authorized by the government or its equivalent degree obtained by either a

Filipino or forcign citizen from an institution of learning in a foreign countny/state:

Provided, That it is duly recognized and/or aceredited by the CHED; and

(d} Not convicted of an offense invelving moral turpitude by a court of competent
junsdiction,

SEC. 16. Subjects for Licensure Examination. - The examination for interior design
shall basically cover the following subjects:

{a) Interior Design;

(b) Furniture Design and Construction;

(¢} Materials for Decoration and Color Theory:
(d) History of Arts and Interier Design;

{e) Intertor Detailing and Construction; and

{f) Professional Practice and Ethics

The subjects and their syllabi may be amended by the Board so as to conform 1o
technological changes brought about by continuing trends in the profession, in coordination
with the accredited council of interior design educators.

SEC. 17. Rating in the Licensure Examination. - 10 be qualified as having passed
the Board examination for interior desipners. a candidate must obtain a welghted general
averaye of seventy percent (70%).

SEC. 18. Report of Ratings. - The Board shall submit to ihe Commission the ratings
obtained by each candidate within twenty {20) days after the examination unless extended by
the Commission for just cause. Upon the release of the results of the examination. the Board
shall send by mail the rating received by each examinec at the given address using the
maihing envelope submitted during the examination.

SEC. 19. Oath. - All successful candidates in the examination shall be required to
take an oath of profession before the Board or any government official authorized by the

6
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Commission to adrumsier oaths prier to entering the practice of the intertor design
profession.

SEC. 20. [Issuance of Certificate of Registration and Professional Identification
Card - A certificate of registration shall be issued to applicants who pass the examination for
intenior designers subject to payment of regisiration fees.

The cenificate of registration as professional interior designer shall bear the
signatures of the Chairperson of the Commission and Board members, stamped with the
olficial seal, indicating that the person named therein is entitled to practice the profession
with all the privileges appurtenant thereto. This certificate shall remain in full force and
eflect until withdrawn, suspended or revoked. in accordance with this Act.

A certificate of registration bearing the registration number, date of issuance and
expiry date, duly signed by the Chairperson of the Board, shall likewise be issued to every
regnsirant who has paid the required fees. This license will scrve as evidence that the licensec
can lawfully practice the profession.

A professional identification card. whether new or renewed, shall be released by the
PRC upon compliance with the requirements for the application ot renewal of identification
card and upen presentation of the updated receipt of payment of annual membership dues of
the accredited profcssional organization and proof of” completion of the CPE requirements.
Onec registered, the intericr designer may use IDr. as the official appendage title.

SEC. 21. Kefusal to Register. - The Board shall not register any succcssful applicant
for registration with or without licensure examination who has been:

(a) Convicted of an offense involving moral turpitude by a court of competent
jurisdiction;

(b} Found guilty of immoral or dishonorable conduct by the Board;

{¢) Summarily adjudged guilty for violation ot the General Instructions 10 Fxaminees by
the Board; and

{(d) Declared of unsound mind by a count of competent jurisdiction.

In refusing such registration, the Beard shall give the applicant a written statement
scthing forth the reasons therelor and shall file a copy thereof in its records.

SEC. 22.  Revocation or Suspension of the Certificate of Registration and
Cancellation of Temporary/Special Permit. - The Board shall have the power, upon notice
and hearing, fo revoke or suspend the centificate of registration of a registered and licensed
intetior designet or W cancel a temporary/special permit granted o foreign intcrior designer.

for any of the grounds or causcs in Section 21 of this Act, except (c) thereof and any of the

7
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following grounds:

(a) Violation of a provision of this Act. its IRR, the Code ol Ethics, the Code of Good
Governance, the Code of Technical Standards for the practice of interior design.
policy and measure of the Board and/or the Commission;

(b) Perpetration or use of fraud in obtaining the certificatc of registration, professional
dentification card or temporary/special permit;

(¢} Gross incompetence, negligence or ignorance resulting to death, injury or damage;

(d) Refusal 10 join or to remain a member in good standing of the Accredited Professional
Orpanization (APO);

(e} Neglect or failurc 1o pay the annual registration fees for five (5) consecutive vears:

() Aiding or abetting the illegal practice of a non-repistered and licensed person by
allowing the use of one’s certificate of registration and/or professional identification
card or temporary/special perrmt;

(¢) lllegally practicing the profession during the suspension from the practice thereof:

(h) Addicted to a drug or alcohol, impairing the ability to practice the profession or
declared with unsound mind by a court of competent jurisdiction: and

(i) Non-compliance with the CPE requirement, unless exempted therefrom. for the
renewal of one’s professional identfication card.

The Board shall periodically evaluate the aforementioned grounds and revise or
exclude or add new ones as the need arises. subject to approval of the Commission. Any
person. firm or association may file charge/s in accordance with the provision of this section
against any registrant, or the Board may investigate violation of any of the abovementioned
causes.  Affidavit-complaint shall be filed together with the affidavits of witnesses and other
documentary evidence with the Board through the Legal and Investigation Office. The mofu
proprio move to conduct an investigation shall be embodied in a formal charee 1o be sipned
by at least a majority of the members of the Board. The rules on administrative Investigation
issued by the Commission shall govem the hearing or investigation sutnect to applicable
provisions of this Act, Republic Act No. 8981 and the Rules of Court.

SEC. 23. Reissuance of Revoked Certificate of Repistration, Replucement of Lost
or  Damaged Certificate of Registration, Professional Identification Card or
Temporary/Special Permit, - The Board may. upon petition, reinstate or reissue a revoked
certificate of registration after two {2) years from the effectivity of the period for revocation,
which is the date of surrender of the said centificate and/or the professional identification card

1l still vaiid 10 the Board and/or the Commission. The Board may nol require the holder

8
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thereof 10 take another licensure examination. The petitioner shall prove to the Board tha
one has valid reason/s 1o practice the profession.

For the grant of the petition, the Board shall issue a Board resolution subject to
approval by the Commission. A duplicate copy of lost certificate of registration, professional
identification card or temporary/special permit may be reissued in accordance with rules
thereon and upon pavment of the prescribed fee therefor.

SEC. 24. Noapuyment of the Annual Registration Fees. - The Board shall suspend a
registered interior designer from the practice of the profession for non-payment of the anmual
registration fees for five (5) consccutive years from the last or previous year of pavment. The
resumption of the practice shall take place only upon payment of the delinquent fees plus
strcharges and interest and in accordance with the rules of the Commission. The running of
lhe five (3)-year period may be interrupted upen written notice about the discontinuance of
the practice and surrender of the certificate of registration to the Board andfor the
Commission.

SEC. 25. Vested Rights. - All practicing imterior designers who are registered at the
time of the passage of this Act shall automatically be registered and issued certificates of
registration.

ARTICLE IV
PRACTICE OF INTERIOR DESIGN

SEC. 26. Lawful Practifioners of Interior Design. - The [ollowing persens shall be
authorized to practice the interior design profession:

{a) Natural persons who are:

(1) Duly registered and licensed as interior designers and holders of
valid certificates of registration and valid professional identification cards
issued by the Board and the Commission pursuant to this Act: and

(2) Holders of valid temporary/special permits issued by the Board and
the Commissien 10 foreign licensed interior designers pursuant to this Act.

(b) Juridical persons:

(1} Single proprietorship whose owner is a registered interior designer

(2} Partnership duly registered with the Securitics and Exchange
Commission (SEC) as professional parmership pursuant to the Civil Code
and compused of all partners who are all duly registered interior designers:
and

{3) Corporanon whose kev chief executive officers (CEOs) and
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majority ol the Board of Directors are all registered and licensed interior
designers may be duly registered with the SEC as engaged in the practice
of intcrior design. Juridical persons shall also be registered with the Board
and the Commission in accordance with the reles and regulations thereon.

SEC. 27, Seal, Issuance and Use of Seal. — A duly registercd interior designer shall
sign and affix the seal duly approved and provided by the Board of Tnterior Design on all
plans and specifications and contract documents prepared by, or under one’s direct
supervision during the vablidity of one’s certificate of registration and professional
identification card.

Officers or employces of the government. chartered cities, provinces, municipalitics
now or hercafter charged with the enforcement of the laws, ordinances or regulaiions relating
to the construction or alteration of the interiors of buildings shall accept only those interior
plans or specifications and contract documents which have been prepared. signed and sealed
by a duly licensed interior designer and submirted in full accord with the provisions of this
Act. No approval shall be given by any such person for any work, as defined under this Act.
plans and specifications of which have not been so prepared, signed and sealed by a duly
licensed interior designer.

Violation of the foregoing shall be a ground for administrative and/or criminal action.

SEC. 28, Inmtellectual Property Rights. - Drawings and specifications and other
contracl documents duly signed, stamped or scaled, as instruments of service, and all the
works included therein, are the intelleciual property of the inlerior designer. Any person is
protbited from engaging in any activity prejudicial 10 the intellectual property rights of the
interior designer, including the reproduction of the contract work or substantial portion
thercof. and making any aitcration, distortion. mutilation, or other medification of. or anv
derogalory action in relation to, the contract work and the works therein, prejudicial 1o and
without the written consent of the interior designer.

SEC. 29. Foreign Reciprocity. - No foreign interior designer shall be issued a
certificate of registration to practice the interior design profession or be entitled to any of the
nghts and privileges under this Act unless the country of which one is a subject or cilizen
specifically permits Filipine interior designers to practice within its territorial limits on the
samc basis as the subjects or eitizens of such foreign state or country.

SEC. 30. Practice Through Temporary/Special Permit. —

(a) Foreigners intending to wotk in the Philippines 1o perform professional services as
intenior designers or consultants whether employed through official foreign-funded or
10



foreign-assisted projects initiated by the government, or engaged by private Filiping.
foreign contractors or firms shall first secure a temporary/special permit from the PRC
through the Board of Interior Design specifically autherizing him/her to practice on
the special project or commission named thercin: Provided, further. That:

{1) One is lepally and professionally qualified and registered to practice
interior design in one’s own country;

(2} Ome’s expertise is unique and uscful 10 the Philippines, resulting in the
transfer of information and technology. The establishment of
international standards in design. and of sharing of other specialized
skills; and

(3) Duly licensed forcign nationals shall be required to work with a
Filipino countetpart who has been in continuous practice of interior
design for at least ten (10) vears. Professional fees and scrvices. and
expenses of documcentation pertaining to the project shall be shared by
both foreign and Filipino interior designers, including liabilitics and
taxes duc to the Philippine government. if any, according to their
participation in, or professional services rendered to the project.

(b) A foreign interior designer shall be required to work in cvery case with a duly licensed
Filipine counterpart whose compotence and intcgrily has been established by the
Board of Interior Design on the basis of uniform standards contained in their IRR.

(c} Foreign and Filipino firms working jointly on a special project shall divide the
professional fees and other charpes collected from said project equitably. Similarly, all
documentation expenses, taxes and other liabilities incurred on the shared project
shall also be borne equally by both foreign and Filipino lirms.

(d) Foreigners working jointly with Filipino firms shall sign contracts, designs and other
credits together with the Filipino counterpart. Both foreign and Filipino firms shall at
all times be acknowledged in imernational tri-media on proprictary and intellectual
property rights. All residual earnings shall also be equitably shared between foreign
and local firms.

{e) Foreign design firms or individuals practicing in the Philippines before the
promulgation of this Act are required to comply with the requirements established by
the Board of Interior Design in its TRR within the timetable it stipulatcs therein.

() Any violation of these requirements or other illepal practices undertaken by either

foreign design firms or their Filipino counterparts shall be punishable by law or under
11



the [RR of the Board of Interior Design.

SEC. 31. Indication of Numbers: Certificate of Registration, Professional Tax
Receipt and APQ Membership. - The interior desigmer shall be required to indicate the
certificatc of registration number and date of issuance, the cxpiry ol the current professional
wentification card, the professional tax reccipt number and date, and the APO membership
oumber and date with official receipt number and date of membership pavioent
(annual/ifetime) on the documents one signs, uses or issucs in connection with the practice
of one’s interior design profession.

SEC. 32. Roster of Interior Designers. - The Board shall prepare and maintain a
roster of the names, residence and/or office address of all registered interior designers which
shall be updated annually in cooperation with the APQ, indicating therein the status of the
ceruficate of repistration, professional identification card and APO membership. whether
valid, delinquent, suspended or revoked or inactive dug to death or other reasons. The said
roster shall be conspicuously posted within the premises of the Commission and the
mformation therefrom made available to the public upon inquiry or request.

SEC. 33. Integration of the Interior Designers. - The interior designers shall be
inlegrated into one (1) national organization of inerior designers that is duly registered with
the SEC. The Board of Interior Design. subject 1o approval by the Commission. shall
accredit the said organization as the one and only intcgraled and accredited professional
organization of intcrior designers. All interior designers whose names appear in the Regstry
Book of Interior Designers shall ipse facto or automatically become members thereof and
shall receive therefrom all the benefits and privileges upen payment of APO membership fees
and dues.

A membership in an affiliate organization of interior designers shal! not be barred.

ARTICLE YV
FINAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 34, Penral Clause. - The following acts shall be punished by a fine of not less
than Three Hundred Thousand Pesos (Php300.000.00) but not more thun One Million Pesos
(Php1.0d0,000.00) and revocation of certificatc of registration or imprisenment of not less
than six (6) months but not more than three (3) years. or both fing and imprisonment at the
discretion ol the court:

{a) I.ocal Practitioner. —
(i) Practicing intcrior design. rendering work und consultations or
rendering cquivalent services as interior designer as detined in this Act

12
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or using the title Interior Designer, Interior Design Consultant, Interior
Design Stylist or lnterior Design in any signage, calling card.
advertissment or any other mode of publicity withow a valid
certificate of registration and/or a valid professional identification card
or a vahd temporary/special permit;

(2} Anempting to use the seal. cenificate of registration and‘ar
professional identification card of a registered interior designer or
temporary/special permit issued 1o foreign professional;

(3) Abetting the illegal practice of interior design by an unregistered or

unauthorized person:
(4) lmpersonating a registered interior designer or a holder of a

temporary/special perrmit; and
(5) Violating any provision of this Aci or the IRR (hereof,

{b) Foreign Practitioner/Firm. - Foreign interior design firm or individuals who shall be
found 1o be illegally practicing their profession shall be penalized with a fine of a
minimum of fificen percent (13%) of gross fees under Five Million Pesos
(Php5.000,000.00) and a minimum of ten percent (10%) of gross fees above Five
Million Pesos {Php5,000.000.00) in addition tc payment of back taxes 1o the
Philippine government, imprisoninent of not less than six {6) months but not more
than three (3} years. or both fine and imprisonment or permanent ban from further
practice in the Philippines at the discretion of the court.

SEC. 35. Civil Liability, - The interior designer shall assume full responsibility for
the contract work within six (6) months from the final acceptance by the client and shall be
heid responsible for any damage or destruction of the works except those occasionad by force
majeure. The interior designer shall be fully responsible for the safety, protection. security
and convenience of his clients/user, personnel. third parties, and the public at large. as well as
the works, equipment installation and the like to be affected by his work,

The lability period for defects in the projects shall be six (6} months from final
acceptance by the client. During this period. the interior desi gner shall undertake the repair
works. at his own expense, of any damage to the projects on account of the use of matenals
of inferior quality within nincty (90) days from the time the client has issued a notification of
the need 1o undertake repair. In case of failure or refusal to comply with this mandate. the
client shall undcrtake such repair works and shall be entitled to full reimbursement of

expenses incurred therein upon demand.

13
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Introduced by Representative Susan A. Yap.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Mot 0 be confused with inrector decoraron, mtedor destgn, which evolved from interor
decuration. invelves a multitnde of technieal, amalyncal, crearive skills, and understandings of
archutectural elements, It is the act of plannng, designing, specifying, supernsing and providing
groerad  administration  and  responsible  directioo o the  Runcrional, orderly and  aesthene
arcapgement and enhancement of interiot spaces.

The profession of intenor desgn in our country has been put 1o lot of preasure latchy
beczuse' of thé merzssed volume of infrusmicture and real csrare projects, the influz of foreign
prcfesvionals practicing in the country, and the illegal pracice of vnlicensed interiar destpners. Alsg,
prodfessional standards in the ¢ouniry bave been put mto question letely because of loapholes and
Fraipracteces of some professtonal board members, nor necessandy m the board of interior design. As
suck, there is a need ta overhawl the old Iorerior Design Act o provide safety nets and measures o
erdure the development of the professien. :

As such, this bill provides clearer grouads on the removal oo suspension of a member of the
Ruard of intedior design, far example “manipulation or ngping of the eensure eraminaton, disclosure

af seeret and confidential informatics an the tzamination question: prior to the vonducrt thereof, or
ramsperiyg of grades ™

To facitate fransfer of technolugy, the bill allows a forepn citmen to take licensore exzm
whose country/state has reciprocity with the Phukippines in the practice of interior desipn, Likewaste,
Lerown inrcrior designers may practice inlenior design cnder a temporirg ur special permut especially if
his:.ir rupertise is unique and vseful w the Philippines. -

The bill howevet, is strict to those who shalt praciice illegally. Under the bilt, Fooceign intenics
design fm- or rdivaduals who shall be found w be Hlegally practicing their profession shall be
penabized wich 2 fine of a minimam of 132 of gross fees under £5 million and s minimum of 10%
percen: of gross fees above PO million m addiien 1o the payment of back payment (o the Philippine
govemarent, The Bill alsa lists down prounds on the revaraijon of lcense and cancellaion of
wnperare permits. Violutions mclade aiding or sheering the illegat practice of noo-regisrered person,
rddiction 1o drug or alcohal, and fefussl 1o 100 or to remain » member in good stending of the
acuredited peofegsional DIgamzatian.

- major advancement in the peofession of interior desipn propased under chizs bl s dhe
protection of the professional's wntelleciual property right to the drawings, spevifications, and ocher
cootract ducuments, duly sigrned aod sealed. as imstruments of service. The, bill prohibirs the use,
reprodducuon, even alteeation snd modificausn contained m the contract ol work withoul the written
consent of the meerror designer. This ensures thai m:enor designers can now be sccured thar the
dravangs they leave o clients will reman soledy theirs and i1s application duly for the client’s purpose.
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FIFTEENTH CONGRESS B

OF THE REFUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )

Erras Meontar Seviron )

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Hause Bill Nu.____.s_ﬂg

Introduced by Represcatative Susan A, Yap

AN ACT
TO REGULATE AND MODERNIZE THE PRACTICE OF INTERIOR DESIGN
IN THE PHIiLIPPINES, REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE REFLBLIC ACT
NO. 8534, KWOWN AS "THE PHILIPPINE INTERIOR DESIGN ACT OF 1998,
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR QTHER PURPDSES

Be it cmacted by the Senare and the House of Represensatves of the Philippines in
Comgress assembled:

ARTICLE I
L b, TOLTCY, OB EG NIVES, TRERAS AN SCOPT O PERALTICE

SECTTOM 1. Tied - Thiz Aer shail be known as the "Plulippine Interior, Diesign et
of 20O,

SEC, 20 Noemen! o Moz v - lhe Seane rechigiiees the bmgrartant role of the inegor
design produssion in nation-building. Towards this end, the State shall promote the sustained .
development of professional inrerior designers, whose techmcal competencies have been
determined by homest and credible licensure examimatons and whose standards of
protessional scrvice and pracdce are nternationally recogrized and considered globalty
compettive, broupht about by repulutory measures and human resource Programs and
aceviics that foster thede professiunal growth and advascement,

SEC 3, Ofyeverer -1 is Acr provides for and shall guovern:

{2) The examination, repisranon and beensure oof prafessional interior designers,

{h) The supervision, control and regulanon of the prachce of intenor design,

fr; The develupmaent of the professiomal cotpetcnce of nterior designers throwgh
eontnuing professional education: and

{d) The integration of the imrenor design profession,

WAL Pefimition of Fermn. - Fur porposss of this Act, the follerwing retms are herebv defined:

o frferar chodoe efers o the saence and a of planming, specifring, sclechng and
firganiziag the surface Gnishes and matenals incduding Rarniture, furnishings and fiures znd
other items of decor of an architecrural mredor Tor the purpose of space allocations to st
enhance and meet the ineended funcuen, movenient and chameter for which the interdor of
the bulidiog 15 desymed.

fl) Profrsionad interdar digmer refees w3 naryral pericmn who hobds a valid cordficaw of
ropmilmation and a valid professiomal jgentibcanon card iesued Ly the Board and the
{ ammussion pursuant to chis Act.

SELL S Beape of she Mrafruiona Practioe of [neevior L. — Fhe pracnce of intenor
ot i the wer of plaonog, desimang, sprecifyng, sepoervising and providhng penemd
admirstration and responsibic drection 1o the funcronzi, vrdesly und sesthede areangetnent

I~
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reaponsible disection o the funcuonal, endertv and sesthetic arrangement and enhancement of
mterire, spaces, I shall inchade, bat not be hmoeed oo, the follovving activiries:

2} Consultanon, advice, duccnon, evaluation, budgetary estinates and uppraisals,

(L) Sehematic mtenor design development, design development, exevubon of profeisonal
conieet Jucuments and programming of coastruction phases;

ic; Preparation of intevior Jesign plans. design drawings, interior construction demils and
wehnical specifications; .

) Trtenor constraction admuniszrution, supenisinn eoordination of alteration, prescrvation
we fwstorauinl of inwnor spaces; aml

(2 AU wther works, projeces wid ecnwiics which requite the pofessional competence of dhe
ratenior designer, including teaching of intenor desym subjects.

The Board, subject to approval by the Cumimission, may tevise, exclude from, or 2dd o, the
alyw wesnumerated acts or acnvioes as the need afses 1o conform o the laresr reend in the practive
ol ntenor desgn,

ARLICLE N
FHE PROFESSTONAD REGULAYTORY BOARLD OF INTURIOR DESIC™N

slds 6 Crewtion and Congposction o he Bourd of Interfar Deign. - Theis herchy created a
Profesgomal Repubatory Board of {nweror Design, bereinaiter reforred £ as the Board, under the
sdnurustratve contiel and  superaston of the Professional Reguladon Commission PRI,
Lerewnafrer referred to as the Commneission, to be cotirposed of 3 Chalpersan and two (2° members

< b apponited by the President of the Pinlippuies from a list of reo (27 recommendees fut each
vesaton sabnotred by the Commisaion, and from a lise of theee' (33 nominees for each posinnn
nenmended by the dulv aecredited professional organization of interior designees, The new Board
=1t b created withun s (61 monidis from: che efiscmnny of thas o

NECTT Lhwaipteaton: of the Chairperion and Members — 1he thairperon and members of the
Pevirdd vhall, at the time of their appoinemnen, pussess the following quahifications:

(#) Must be 4 natural born cihizen and resident of the Philppines;

101 Must be a holder of 2 bachelar's degree in tntenor Design or Bachelur of Fine Ans,
st i Inrenor Design, conferred by a schoal, acadenyy, college or univeruty n the Philppines or
sbwaad that is recopnized and/ or acarddired by the Philippine govemment, ;

{c; Must be a regisrered inrerin designer with s valid certificate of registration and
(o v ssdond] ddesitifivareen card and an acnve practitioner of wkerior desgn for rot bess than ten (160)
Cauin IO 10 ADPoIUnent;

fd! Must o be a membuer of the Soabte of am school, wlheee regular course i lareour
Plest s being taught, or bave peovniaty interest i, or administrative supenasion over any such
suruton of learniog;

i Muose net e comprected wih o review center or with eny Eroupn EIVELE teview classes o
leciuses in preparaton for the licensure exarnawon;

201 Btust e a member 0 oo standing of the dub aceredired professinnal orgamzanon of
mrerr desigmers bar not a trustee or officer therend: and

) Has never been conrnoted of o crmae invalving mural turpinede. or o conl a0d/or comenal
shtenise.

SV E e o O, - The arernbers of the Board shall hold office for a term of three (3
Cears Lo the ¢ate of appoinument or unl geir successors shall have been apposnted and qualified
i bey may be reappomited fur another wan of fiiree 73} yean unmedmately uprcar the expimaton of
ihear wean: Prewded. Thar no member shal! kold office for more than siy (6) VRIS,

Of the members v be apponzed for the first Board under dhis Act, one 1) member shall
Buld eHice as Charperson for theer (31 vears, one {18 member for two {2y years; and one (13
member For one (13 vear. Hach membier of the Board <hall cake the pruper carh prior o assumpdon
x-qun
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SEC. Y Comperianton of the Hourd Memive,. - The Chairpersun and members of the Buard shall
reveive compensation and allowances comparable 1o the cumpensaion and allowances recetred by
extsfing topulatury Doards under the Conuigsion as provided for m che Gengral Appropnanons
Acr.

SEC 10 Poners. Functions. Duties and Repowshitiier of the Board - The Board shall exerase the
tellowing specific powers, funcrions, dunes and responsibilivies:

{#} Adopt, promulgate and adminster the rules and repulasions necessary for carrying out the
provisions of this Ace

{lr} Supervise and regulate the registration, heensure ard practive of s professional mrefor
desipners in the Philippines;

(e} Adrunisrer caths i connectiom wath the sdrmimstrarion of this Act;

{d) Tssue, suspend, revoke o reinscare the cemificate of registration or probesswona] Licerse
for the practice of the mtetiur design profession,

(€} Adopt an official seal of the Baand: _

(f) Moniter b conditions affecnng the practice of intenor desigmn anel adopr such measures
as may be deemed proper for the enhaocernent of the profession and/or the rmuintcnance of high
professional, ethical and rechnieal orndasds:

W Favsare, In coordinaton with the Cotumission on Mister Vducation fCHED, thar =t
uther educationa] mstructions offernng 1aretor design comply with the pulicies, standards and
tequireinenss of the course presvribed by rhe CHEL i the arcas of curnictdum, Eeubry, libeary 2ad
fucihrigs,

{l) Prescibe and/or adopt & Cogle of Erhical and Professional Standards for e practiee of
the Yiedor Design preo lesston;

() Hlear and try admimsirative cases mvolving violatons of this Act, irs mplcmenting rules
and repulanons (FRR), the Code of Ethics for Peofessional Inferior Dresipners and, for thas purpose,
te 1550¢ subpoena and subpoena dwer jecm 1y serure the appearance of witnesses and the produciica
of documents m commecrion therewith:

i) Presuribe guidelines in the Condmung Professions| liducation {CFE} program in
coordinadon with the accredited prafessional otpanization of intetior desipners:

{k} Prepare, adopt and issuc the syllabi of the subject for cxamination by deterommng and
prepanayg the gquestonys, which shall stncdy be widnin the swape of the syllabi of the subjeet of
CEAMIRATON; 271 )

(i) Discharge such other dudes and funcoons as muy be deemed necessary foe the
enhancemrent ot the interdor desygm profession and che upgrachng, development and groath of
intenor design education in the Philippines.

SEL 11 Growndls for Remaral ar Supenton of Board (fairperion) Memsber,  The Premdent of the
Plulippanes, upen the recommendaoon of the Commission, after piving the Chairperson or the
wnlwed of the Board an opportunmy o defend hemselt hersell inoan admdods raove Ny estygatingn
vonndoricd by the Commnission, may remove or suspend tum fher on any uf the following grounds:

{a] Gross neglect, incomperence or dishonesty m the discharge of his/her dury;

{b) Vicladon of any of the causes/prounds and the prohibited acrs provided n thiz Act and
the offenscs in the Revived Penal Code, rthe Ann-Craft and Cormupe Practices Acr, and orher luws;
and

(€} Manipulagon or dgging of the lcmsure czaminadon for mterior designers tcsubs,
disclasure of secret and confidential information on the examination questions froer o the condu
rhered, of ampering of grades.

The Cemmission, in the conduct of the invesngaton, shall be puided by Secdan s} of

Beputilic Ao Mo, 8981, olherease koo n as the PROC Modennzaoon Aet of 20040, the nilss on
admundserative wvestigation and the spplicable provisions of the rew Roles of Court.
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SEC. 120 Adsmmisirasive Supersision of the Board. Cusiodian af its Recovds, Secretariat and Sapport
Jrer - The Board shall be under the adminisieative supervision of the Commision, Al records of
the Board, mcluding applications o esammaton, sdminiseraive and other invesopative cases
connducied by the Board shall b uncler the Custoale of the Comnussiing,

The Catnmsnon shall desipnace the secretary of the Buard and shall provide the secremnat
aund nther support services o unplenent the provsions of this Aco

Sl 13 Asmmef Heport, - The Board shall, at the cluse of each calendar year, subnut an
aviual report to the Mresident of the Philippines, through the {ommission, giving a derarled avcount
vf s proceedings and accomplishmencs duting the vear and making recommendanons for the
adention of mueasures thal will upgrade and improve the condiguns afecting the practice of interior

-
CGpn
sl

ARTHCLEE II1
EXAMINATION, REGISTRATION, CERTIFTC A TION AND LICLENSURE

SECL 14 Posing of ficemwee Foaoronnaion Begwromen;, - Fxeept as otherwise specifically
atlowed under this Act, applicants for registration fur the pracnce ol interor design shail be required
t pass a hcensure examination zs provided for in this Act in such places and dates as the
Commussion may designate in accordance with the provisiuns of Section 7{d) of Repubhc Aecr Mo
R

SRS eifiorrions of pedieenr - An appheant for the heonsure cvamineton Gar menor
designers shalt sabsfactorily prove thac be. she possesses the following gealificatons:

fa} Cirzen of the Philippines or a loreign citizen whose wountty/slare has teciproaty with
the Fhilippines in the praciice of interior design;

T) OF pood moral chamcter,

(i & holder of a bachelor's depree in intenor design duly recognized or accredited by the
THELY and conferred by o schanl/ collepe funiversity duly auchaorized by rhe government or i
cyurcalent degree ohtained by eicher a biipang or Foreign citizen from an instivutos of learming in a
foreyn ecountry/state: Prosided, Thar it is duly recognized and /for accredited by the CHED: and {d}
N convicted of an offense imvolving moral nepitude by a court of competent Junsdicton.

SEC10, Subotr for Liowmiwre Dixamtnion,  The examination for intertor desigm shall baswcally
vt the fulleaving subjeces:

i1} Interinr Tlesign,

ibt Furniture Design and Constructon;

(<3 Materials for Decoradon and Oolor Theon

i History of Arrs and [nierar Pyesign:

i} ConstrucHoen; and

(f; Professionat Pracnce and Erhics.

The sad subjects and ther svllabi may be amended by the Bored so as o cenform 1o
reehndogacal changes brought abour by condnwng wends m the profession, m coondinabon with
the accredited councl of interor desipn educarors.

Skl 17, Baiing in ibe Licniare Exaomwimagon, - To be qualified as having passed the Boand
examugation for interior designers, a candidare muse obrahr g woighted general average of seventy
prercent ),

SEC. 18, Report of Ratengs. - Tlre Board shall submit 6o the Commussion the ranng: obrained
by cach candidate withim tventy (20; Jays alier the cxamingnon unless extended ly the Commussion
fur jusc canze. Lipon the release of the tesuls of the examination, the Board shall send by mail the
i recerved by gach examinge at lus prven address using the mailing envelope submitted dunng
the examinaneon.
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SECL 1, Gy Al sueves=Ful candidares in the examumnanon shall be tequiced to ke an
antk of profession hefore the Poart or zor povemment offical authorstzeed by the Commission o
adrunister caths pror o eotesing the practice of the interior desiyn profession.,

SEC 20 Srswanee of Cortificate of Hegistrattor and Profirsional Mdeatifuation Curd - A certiiuare of
registration shal be issued to apphcants wha pass the examinadon for interior desipaers subpect o
parment Al remsranon fces.

The cemficate of registration as professivnal intenior designer shall bear the signarures of the
Lhatrpenaon of the Commission s Board members, stamped with the officul seal, indicating chat
the person named therein s entided to practice the profession with all the privileges appunenzar
thereto. This comificare shall remmain in full force and cffext aneil withdrawn, suspended or revelked,
in arcordunee with this Ack

A eerificate of registralion bearing the tepstranion number, dare of 1ssuance and expirv dute,
duir signed by the Chairperson of the Board, shall likewise be issned to every tegistmant whe has
paid the required fees. This license will serve as evidence thar the licensee can lawhully practice
his ¢ her profession. :

A profresiionu]l wentificanon card, whether new or reewed, shall be released by the PR{’
wpom compbance with the tequremenes for the apphcanon oo renewsl of identificarion card and
wpont presemtation of the updared recnipr of pavment of annual raembership dues of the acoredited
professionzl orpaniragon and peoof of complenoa of the CPIY requizrements. {nce regtsaered, the
wrenor desgirer may use "IDx" 34 his ofiiciat appendage tide,

SEC. 21 Refiw! 0 Register. The Board shall nor register any successfulb applicant for
nepisteatom with or without licensure examinadon who has beyer:

fa) Convicted of an offense iovolving moral rarnitude by 3 conrr of compurent judsditon;

(b) Found guiley ;'_pf_j_minurzl or disbhoootable conduct by the Board;

ic) Sununatily adjudged guilty for violation of the General Instructions o Examinees by the
Board: and

() Declared of unsound mind by » court of competent junsdiction.

In refusing such registration, the Board shall gve the applicant 2 written srarerment sething
forth the reasons therefor and shall Ble a copy thereof in irs records.

SEC. 22 Rmocatior or Sumemiomn of the Cotifiaie of Repstration and  Camceliation o
Permporrary! Specai Permtiz. - The Boatd shall have the power, upon natice and heanng, 10 rovoke or
suspend the cemnficate of registration of 3 regisiered and licensed wnerior designer or tu crncel a
wmperan fspecid pormit graeced o foregn intedor desigmer, for violation of any of the grounds ur
corses 10 Sectan 21 of thas Act, excepr (€} thereat and any of the following grounds:

() Violation of a provision of dus Act bs TRR, the Code of Brhics, the Code ol Good
Liemiange, the Code of Teckemend »aadands oo the practice of 1ntetio designt, policy wnd measure
af phe Boand and /ot the Comrodssion;

(b} Perpetranion or use of fraod o obtaing hus/her cendficate of repiscrarion, prorfessional
idenoficaton card or temporany fspucial penmt,

(£} Gross meompetence, uegligence of gnomnee resulung o death, injury or damage;

) Refusal to join af 16 remuin 1 member in puod standing of the Accredited Professional
Cirgairation A FO};

oy Meglect or fadure o pay the annusl rgastmpon fees for Ave (5) consecutive years;

{f) Aiding or abetting the illegnl practice of a non-registered and licensed person by allooring
hum/her 1o use his/her cerdficate of repistration and/or professional idenaficadon caed o1 husfher
tenporany fspecial permit,

Tl Wegally pracricing the profession Juring his/her suspensien: fram the practice thereofs
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(h} Addicred v a drug or slcohol, wmypanng his/her aliilisy e practice his/her profession or
seclonad wieh ansound mund by a court af competeat purisdic ton; wing

(N Moncormpliance with the £ PE requirciment, unless he fshe s crempted therefrom, for dhe
tenewal of his/her professicmal idennficanon card

Ihe Board shall periodically evauste the aforementioned grounds and revise or exchyde or
add npew’ooes as the need arises, subct 1) approval of the Commission. Any person, firm or
asveciation may file charge/s in accordance wirh the provision of this section against any registrant,
o0 the Board may investgate viclation of any of the aboverncnticoed causes. Atfidaviecomplaine
shall be filed together with the affidavits of wirnesses and other documentary evidence with the
Buard chrcugh the Legal and Iovestigupon Office. The Fradh v move o conchact an ITveshyation
thall be embodied in a . formal charge to be signed by ar least a majonty of the members wf the
Buaed. The rules on adminiserative investiganon issned by the Comuission shall govem the hean
ut iirvestigation subject to applicable provisions of this Acr, Republic Act No. 8981 and the Rules of
the Uourr

SEL. 23, Reivimanse of Revodnd Coertecate of Regiuinsivn. Replenmens o Lowt or Damaged Certipizate of
Recrieratigm, Professtonc Idensification Card ur T emmdorary/ Speciad Vermie, - The Board MAY, Upen peirtion,
feanstate or reissne a revoked cortficars of Eegstranon after ner, () years from the effectviry nf the
pectsd for revocaion, which is the date of surtender of the said cemficate and/or the professional
identfication card if soll valid to the Board andfor the Commission. The Board 1nay noe resquare the
botler thereof to take rnother licensure examington, ‘The pettioner shall prove 1o the Board that
ko zhe bas valid repson/s ro prachce his/ her profession.

For the granr of his er peanen, the Board shalt msue a Borng reselusion subject o ipprosal
by the Commission. A duplicare copy of lost certficare of repistration, professional identificanon
rard o1 temporary,/special permit may be ressued W accordance wich fules rhereon and upon
pavment of the prescdbed fec therefor.

SEC. 24 Nompaywent of the . Anwya’ Registranam Feer. - The Board shall suspend a regiseered
wizenior deslpmer fram the' practive af his/her profession for aunpayment of the annesi Iemistration
tecs for frve (3) consecytive years from s her lzst or previou: year of payment, The resumpLion of
his/her practice shall make plzce onlr upon pavment of the delinquent fees plus surcharges and
inrerest and in accordance with the roles of the Commission. The running of the five (S)-vear periad
may be iterrupied upon witten notice ahouz the discontismance of his/ber practice and surrender
of his/her certificate of registration 1o the Berard andfor the Coprvission.

SEC. 25, Vested Righes. - Al peacaciog intenaor desgners wio are tegistercd at the time of the
passage 0f this Aci shail automarically be repstered and issued coruficaces of ECyristration,

ARTICLL IV
- PRACTICE OF INTERIOR DESIGN

SFC. 26, Loawdal Practitonery of Irretior Design, - The foluwing persons shal] be suthotized o
P wnee the mrerior desipn profession.

{a) Matural persons who are: f1i Lol regstered and leensed as interor designers and
hedders of valid cenificates of regiseradon and valid professivuat identification cards issued by the
Board amd the Commission punsuant ro this Aer and (29 Holders of vahd LEmpomry/ special permits
tsued by the Board and the Commussion w lerreign bensed weerior designers pursugar o thas Aet

} Juridical persons: (1) Single Propoerurship whose owner i g registered infenor designer,
= Pavmership duly registered with the Secunues anmd Fxchange Commmission (SEC) as professional
pasthership pursoant o the Chvil Code and composed of all parmers wha are all duly registered
uterior designers; and (3) Corporation whose key cluef exccutive ufficers {CHEOs) and tajonty of
the Board af [irecturs are xll registered and licensed interior desigmers may be duly regisiercd with
the SFC s engaged in the prcdes of intefar desym. Junidical persans shall akeo be registered with

e fhoard and the Cotnmission w1 aceordance with the reles and repulations thereon,
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SEC 2T Soad Trmamer ari s o Sed. A duiy toplstered rcrint designer shall affic the seal
duly approned and provided by the Board of foremor Ldesigm O all plans and specifications
prepared by, or wiler hisfher dicect jupcrvision dunng the vabdity of his/her cermbicate of
reptrealion. CIfRcers or employees of the wavemment, chartered CIRGS, provinces, mumcpalities
nuw ot hereafter charged with the cnforcement of the lws, ordimances or regulations relating w the
comstructin e alieranon of the wtenors L bullings shall Accepr only Lhose interdar plags or
spwfivation: and contract docemenss which have been preparcid, sigoed and sealed by a duiy
Loenimd wirenor designer und submicted in full accord with ke provisions of this Act. No zpproval
~hal® be gmven by any such person for any work, as defined under this Act, plans and specifications
«fwinch have nit been so prepared, sigmed and sealed by & duly Leensed imtetior designer.

Violanon of the Forcpoing skal! be a ground for administrative and/ar cominal acon

SbAL 2B Ieicdlecnal Pmperry Hogho Dawings and specifications and other contracr
docomenrs duly signed, stamped or scale:d a5 insrrumenrs of service, and all the works neluded
therem, are the incellecoual property of the interior designer. Any person is prohibited fiom engamng
i any acoviey prejudwcial ta the intellecmesl propery ghils of the integor designer, including the
reptoducton of the contract work of substannsl porton thercof, and making any aleration,
distornon. mutilanen, or ather modificanon of, or any derogatas weton in reladon to, the cootrsct
work and che wistks therein, prejudicial oo sad widiout the writen consenr of the intenar designer.

SEC. 29. Foregn Reaproary. - Mo fordgn intetior designter shail be issued a cerificare of
rugiEtration o practice the intenor Jesign profession or  be enotled te any of the oghts and
privleges under this Act anless the country  of which he/she 1= a subject ot citizen speqifically
permirs Filipino iaterior designers 10 practice wathin ity territorial limts on the same basis 25 the
=fjeuTs o cizens of such furelgn stare oz counter

ST, MY Protice Theouph Lomgporars! Specal Pereis, - {a) Foreygmers intending to work 1 the
Fhlippines to petfurm professional services as mienor desigmiers o1 vonsultants whethee cmployed
threwph olficial foreiga-fonded or forcipn-asnisted projects ininated by the government, or engaged
o prvate Faiiping, furelym contractots or Grms shall first secure 3 tempaotary,‘special | pormic from
the ¥RL through the Board of Intedior Nesign speafically authanzing lum/her to practice on the
sncclal propect of cotmmission natned theten: Prowied, farther, Tl

(1) Hesshe i legally and professioually qualificd and registered o prachce interior design in
husther own country, ’

2y His/Her expertise is unique and useiul to the Phihppines, resulting w the transfer of
wiermadoy and rechnalogy, The escablishment of international st odards m design, and of sharmg
of nther specialized skills; and

i3 Dby licensed foreign nadenals shall be resquured 10 work with a Filipino counterpart wha
has fiwen in cuntmmous practce of intenor design for at deast ten {10) vears, Professional fees and
sorvioes, 4l ckpenses of docomenmdon pertaining o the project shall be shared by both foreigm
and Iilipine nterior designers, ineluding lisbibnes and axes due t the Philippine govemment, if
auty, scconding to their participation in, or professional senvices rendered ro the project.

M1 A Fereign ncrdor Jesymver shall be reguired o woek i every -case with a duly hicensed
Filtpina comnterpart whose comperence and ntegnity has been ostablished by the Board of Interior
Liesgm o the basis of uniform standards conraned in ther [RIL

i Foregm and Fiipuo fiems  working woily on a4 special project shall divide the
professional  fees and  other charges collecterdt from  sad propect equitably. Similady, all
decumentation expenscs, taxes aml other Lalalities incurred on the shased project shall also be bome
equalh: by both foreipm and Filiping fims.

(d} Forcigners working jointly with Fiipine firmns shall sigh contraers, designs and other
credues rogether with his/her Filipino counrerpart. Both toteign and Filipine Arms shall at all Gmes
be icknowledged in intemational tn-media on proprictary and intellecnoal property dghes. Al
resndusl earnings shall alao be equitabls shared berween forcign aeed local firms,

oy Fowenme design glims ar inedivid ceds rraciicitg m the Philippmnes belore the prrnulganon

St Ser A reguinsd o comply with the teguiemens established Iy the Board uf Intedor Design
u: u~ TR wathan the omershle i stipulaies therein.

/
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(£} Any violation of these requirements ot other legzl practices undertaken by either forcign
design firms or their Filipine couarspars shall be punishable by law or ender the TRE of the Board
of Interior Deggn,

SEC 3). Imatattor of Nawmberr: Certificat- of Reprsteation, Prfesdonal T Reapt amd APO
Memmbersbips, - The incerior designer shall be required 1o indicate his/her certificare of regisiraton
number and date of issuance, the expiry of his/her current professiona! identification card, the
profesnonal tax receipt numlrer and daie, and his/her AFRCH membership number and dare with
officid feceipt aumber and date of membership payment jannual/lifetime)] on the documents
heshe signs, uses or issoes in connecrion with the pracnce of his ‘her inrerior design profession

SEC. 32, Rester of Innerior Diesgomers. - The Board shall prepare and tmintain a coster of the
natwes, rerdence andfor office addeess of all remstered ntenor desigiers which shall be updared
annually in cooperation with the APO, mdicating theran the status of the cernficare of mgIEITaTon,
prodessional identification card and APO membership, whether valid, delinguent, suspended or
wevoked or inactive due to death or other reasons. The saul roster shall be conspicuously posted
withe the premizes of the Commission ane the mmformatoen Mierefrom made svailable to the public
LRl by oF Peguest

SEC. DX, Inrspration of the fntemar Desgnens. - The intetior designers shall be integrated 1o cne
{T) namonal otganization of intenar designers thar is duly registered with the SEC. The Board of
lutenor Design, subject to approval by the Commission, shall accredit the saxd otpamzanon as the
onc and only inregrated and aceredited professional organizaton of interior deshprmers. Al interinr
desygner: whose names appear in the Regisir Book of Integior Desigmers shall o fags or
automagcally become members thereof and shall recerve therefrom all the henefcs and prvileges
upun pavioent of APQ membership ees aned ducs

A membership in an affibate arganization of interior desizners shall nor be barred.

ARTICILE WV
FINAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 34. Penal Chause. - The following acts shall be punished by a fine of nor less than Three
hundred thousand pesos {(Php300,000.00; but nor more than One million peaos {Php1 (K00, 000.00)
and revocation of certificate of tegistration or imprisorunent of not less than six (6) months but oot
mote than three (3) years, or both fine 2nd wnposoninent at the diseretion of the court,

{2} Local Practivoner. - (1) Pracoang interior desigm, rendering work and consulrarons or
rendering equivalent services as interior desypmer as defined o this et or using the atle "Ioerior
icsipmes”, “Intedar Design Consultant”, "Intecior Designy Stylist” or “interior Désign” in any
signage, calling cand, advertisernent or any other mode of publiaty withour 2 valid certificare of
repistraton and/or a valid professional identificanon card ur a2 valid remporaty /spectal permit, (2)
Anempting to use the seal, certificate of registration and/or professional idennfication card of a
registered interior designer or tempotary S special peomit issued 11 Fareign professional; 3 Abeng
the dlegal practice of interior design by aa uncegrsiered or unawthonved persan; (4} Impersinanng 2
registensd anteriod designer o a holder of a wempotary/special permit; and (55 Violaong any
prowvision of this Act or the LR thereof

{lj Torcign Practiioner/Fiem. - Loreipm interior design fiem or individials who shall be
found to be dlegally practicing their profession shall be penalized with a fne of a ounimum of
fftecn percent {15%) of gross fees under Five million pesos (Fhps,000,00044)) and a runimum of
et percent {10%%) of gross fees above Five mifbon pesos (Phps QU0 in addraon w paymeat
of back taxes to the Philippine goveramerny, unprsonment ol nor less than six (G} months bur noe
tnoge than three (3) years, or both fine and imprsoament or permnanent ban from further practice in
the Pholippines at the diseretion of the courr.
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SLC. 35, inforremeens, The Conurssion shall implement the concerned provisions of this Act,
enforee its |IRR as adopted by the Board, conduct invesngaunns on complaioes wncluding voktions
of the Code of

Conduet of the profession andd prosecite when s wartanred.

SEC. 36, Apprgpriutions. - The Chairpesson of the PRE shall nmediately inchude in the
Cotnmpsmon's program the mplementiaon of this Act, the fonuling of which <hal! be included o the
Annuad Genersl \pproprations .

SEL. 3T Tramstory Provisions. - The ncumbeat Board shall, in an incerim CRPRCHY, CONGOuE (o
funceon by cartying out the provisions of this Aet withous the need i jssuc pew Appointments for
the {Chairperson and members theteol unmi the firit Board created under this Acr shall have been
cansbruted ot orgamized pursiant therero.

SECL 3B Implensenting Rude. and Keputations. - The Buard, with the appeaval of rthe
Cotrmussion, shalt adopt and promulgate such rules and regrlanons 1o implemetit the provisioas of
ths Act, which shall be effective after Gfteen 151 days tollowing its publication i the et Gapette
ot i 2 mager daily newspaper of peneral cireulation. )

SLC 30 .fq)am&':f;} Clanre, - If anT clause, provision, paragraph or part hereof shall be
declared unconstirutiona) or wrvalid, such judgroent shall oo aftecr, invalidate or impair anv other
Part hereof, but such pudpment shall be mezely confined to the cliuse, provisicon, paragraph or par

direcly involved in the controversy 1o which such tudgmment has becn tendered,
SEC. 40, Repeaing Clawse. - Repubbc Act No. 8834 45 bereby repealed. Al other laws, decrees,
vierutve onders and administrasve issuagers or parts thereof which are nconsisient wath the

proviiions of this Act are herely modified, superseded or repealed aecordingdy,

Shc AL Dty - This Act shall take cifect fiften (T3] days folluwing irs publicacon n ar
least oo (2) newspapers of general circutadon

Approved,



Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
First Regular Session

HOUSEBILLNO. 2134

Introduced by: HON. CAREOS M. PADILLA

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This legislative measure was previously filed as HB 2264 during the
Fourteenth Congress and was subsequently substituted as House Bill No. 6795
as reported in Committee Report No. 2343 on September 9, 2009. While said
bill was approved on 3rd reading by the House, it failed to get the imprimatur of
the Senate during the tast Congress. '

This measure seeks to regulate the practice of interior design and to
institute refarms to conform with the international standards in the practice of
the profession. It is also aimed at providing safety nets for the practice of
interior design against practitioners engaged in iltegal acts.

It is observed that the existing Philippine Interior Design Law or Republic
Act B534 is no longer efficient and effective in promaoting the interest of the
Filipino professionals in the field of interior design. In this time when our
country has to legally adopt the open trade policy on professionat services as
embodied in the General Agreement on Trade Services (GATS), there is a
necessity to revisit RA 8534 and to consolidate policies, guiding principles and
courses of action under a single law responsive to the times.

Approval of this bill is earnestly sought.

<, Al

f RLOS M. PADILLA



Iicpublic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City

Fiftecach Cﬂngrcss
First Regular Session

House Bill No, 2134

Introduced by Honomble Carlos M. Padilla

AN ACT TO REGULATE AND MODERNIZE THE PRACTICE OF
INTERIOR DESIGN IN THE PHILIPPINES, REPEALING FOR THE
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NUMEBER 8534 (RANO. 8534) KNOWN AS

“THE PHILIPPINE INTERIOF. DESIGN ACT OF 1993~,

Be st snaced i the § enals and th: Howse of Repri seniatioes of the Phiippines jn Congress
arrembied:

ARTICL:
TITLE, POLICY, O3JE “TIVES, TERMS AND SCOPE OF PRACTICE

SECTION 1. Title —Th s Acrt shalt

. '
be kncawn as the “Philippine Interior Design
Act of 2010",

interior design profession in natic n-building. Towar's this end. the State shall promote the

r
sustained development of Professional interio desigr ers, whose technical competencies

have been determined by honest : nd credible keensur » examinations and whose standards of
professtonal service and practice ; ra inteenationally rec ognized and considered globally
rompetitive, brought abour by reg slatory measures anc’ hurman resource programs and
aciivities that foster thejs Professic nal growth and adva ICement.

. SEC. 3. Objecoves. - This Ace provides for anc shall govern:
(&) The examination, regist ation and licensure of vrofessional interdor desipners;

(b) The supervision, contre | and regulation of the I*actice of interior design;



(€} The development of the professional competence of interior designers through
contnuing professional educaton: and

(d) The integradon of the intedor design profession.

SEC. 4. Definition of Terms. — For purposes of this Act, the following terms are
hereby defined:

(@) Interior desipn refers to the science and art of planning, specifying, selecting and

orge aizing the surface finishes and maredals including furniture, furnishings and fistures and

other jntegior design elements for the purpose of the interior space allocations ro suit,
enhance and meet the intended function, movement and character for which the inrertor of

the building is designed.

(b} Professional interior designer refers 1o 2 narural person wi;c- holds a valid cerificare of
registration and a valid professional identificadion card issned by the Board and the
Commission pursuant to this Act.

SEC. 5. Scope of the Professional Practice of Interior Design. - The practice of
intetior design is the act of planning, designing, specifying, supervising and providing general
administradon and responsible direction to the functonal, orderly and acsthetic arrangement
and enhancement of intettor spaces. Tt shall include, but not be lirited to, the following
activioes: |

() Consuitation, advice, direction, evaluation, budgetary estimates and appraisals;

{b) Schematic  interior design  development, design devclopment, execution of
professional contract documents and programming of construction pltases;

() Preparation of intetior design plans, design drawings, interior construction details,
and technical specificatons;

{d) Interior construction  adminiscration, supervision coordinadon of  aleradon,
prescrvation ot testoration of interior spaces; and

(e} All other works, projects and actvides which require the professional competence of
the intetior designer, including teaching of intedor design subjects.

The Board, subject to apptoval by the Commission, may revise, exclude from, or add to, the
above-enumerated acts or activites as the need arises to conform to the latest trend in the
practice of intedior design.



ACTICLE II
THE PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY BOARD OF INTERIOR DESIGN

SEC. 6. Crearion and Composition of the Board of Intetior Design. — There is
hereby created a Professional Regulatory Board of Interior Design, hereinafter referred to as
the Board, under the administrative control and supervision of the Professional Regnlagon
Commission (PRC), hereinafter referred 1o as the Commission, to be composed of 2
Chairperson and two (2} members to be appointed by the President of the Philippines from
a list of two (2) recommendees for each position submitted by the Commussion, and from a
ist of three (3} nominees for each position recommended by the duly accredited professional
organization of intetior designets. The new Board shall be created within six (6) months

from the effectivity of this Act.

SEC. 7. Qualifications of the Chairperson and Members. — The Chairperson and
members of the Board shall, at the time of their appoiotment, possess the following
qualifications:

(a) Must be a (defete “natural bom™) citizen and resident of the Philippines;

(b) Must be a degree holder of Bachetor of Science in Interior Degign (BSED),

lor of 1 i0r Dresi or Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA), major in
Tnterior Design, ot an equivatent degree conferred by a school, acaderny,
college ©r university in the Philippines or abroad that is recognized and/for
accredited by the Philippine government;

{¢) Must be a regristered intenior ::Iesi.gnr:r with a valid certficate of registration and
professionat identification card and an acuve praciitioner of intenor design for
not less than ten (1) years pnor o appointment;

(d} Mnust not be a member of the faculty of any school, where a tegular course 1n
Interior Design is being tanght, or have pecuniary intercest in, or administragive
supervision over any such institution of learning;

(&) Must not be connected with a review center or with any group giving review
classes or lectures in preparaton for the icensure examination,

(ff Must be a member in good smanding of the duly accredited professional
organization of interior designers but not a trustee or officer therzaf; and

{g) Has never been convicted of a crime involving moral tarpirude, or a avil and/or

cniminal offense.



SEC. 8. Term of Office. ~ The members of the Board shall hold office for a term of
three (3) years from the date of appointment or until their successors shall have been
appointed and qualified. They may be reappointed for another ten'n ot three (3) vears
immediately upon the expiration of their term: Prosided, That no member shatl hold office for
more than six (6} years.

Of the members to be appointed for the first Board under this Act. one {1} member shall
hold office as Chairpersun for threc (3) years; onc (1) member for two (2) years; and one (1)
member for one (1) year. Each member of the Board shall take the proper path prior
assumption of dury. 2

SEC. 9. Lompensation of the Board Members. - The Chairperson and members
of the Board shall receive compensation and allowances comparable 1o the compensation
and allowances received by existing regulatory boards under the Commission as provided for
in the General Appropriations Act.

SEC. 10. Powers, Functions, Duties and Responsibilities of the Board — The
Board shall exercise the following specific powers, functons, duties and responsibilities:

(a} Adopt, promulgate and administer the roles and regulations necessary for carrying

our the provisions of this Acr,

(b) Supervise and regulate the registradon, licensure and practice of the professional
intetior designers in the Phifippines;

(¢} Administer oaths in connectdon with the administration of this Acg

(d) Issue, suspend, revoke or reinstate the certificate of regisaration or professional
license for the practice of the interior design profession;

{e) Adopt an official seal of the RBoard;

() Monitor the conditions affecting the practice of interior design and adopt such
measures as may be deemed proper for the enhancement of the profession
and/or the maintenance of high professional, ethical and technical standards.;

(g Ensure, in coordinadon with the Commission on Higher Fducadon (CHED),
that all other educational instructions offering interior design comply wath the
policies, standards and requirements of the course prescribed by the CHED in the
azeas of curriculum, faculry, ibrary and facilides;

{(h) Prescribe and/or adopt a Code of Ethical ancll Professional Standards for the

pracice of the Interior Design profession;



() Hear and try administrative cases involving violations of this Act its
implementing rles and reguladons (IRR), the Code of Ethics for Protessional
Interior Designers and, for this purpose, to issue swbpoena and swbpoena duces tecim
to secure the appearance of witmesses and the producton of documents in
connection therewith;

() Prescribe guidelines in the Condnuing Professional Education (CPE) program in
coordination with the accredited professional organization of interior designers;

{K) Prepare, adopt and issue the syllabi of the subject for examination by determining
and preparing the questions, which shall stricdy be within the scope of the syllabn
of the subject of examinanon; and

(I} Discharge such other dunes and functions as may be deemed necessary for the
enhancement »f the interior design professicn and the upgrading, development
and prowth of interior design education in the Philippines.

SEC. 11. Grounds for Removal or Su;gpensfan of Board Chairperson/Member.
~ The President of the Philippines, upon the recommendation of the Commission, after
giving the Chairperson or the member of the Board an oppormunity to defend
himself/herself in an administrative investigatdon conducted by the Commission, may
remove or suspend him /her on any of the following prounds:

(3) Gross neglect, incompetence or dishonesty in the discharge of his/her dury;
{b) Violaton of any of the causes/grounds and the prohibited acts provided in this Act
and the offenses in the Revised Penatl Code, the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Peacrices

Act, and other laws; and

{c) Manipulation ot rigging of the licensure examinaton for interior designers resulw,
disclosure of sectet and confidential informaton on the examination questons poor

o the conduct thereof, or wamperning of grades.

. The Cominission, in the conduct of the investgation, shall he guided by Section
7(s) of Republic Act No. 981, otherwise known as the PRC Modernization Act
of 2000, the rules on administrative investgation and the applicable provisions of

the new Rules of Court.



SEC. 12 Administrative Supetvision of the Board, Custodian of its Rcmrdé,
Secretariar and Support Services. — The Board shall be under the administadve
supetvision of the Commission. All records of the Board, incduding applicatons for
examination, administrative and other investgative cases conducted by the Board shall be
under the custody of the Commission. The Commission shall designate the secretary of the
Board and shail provide the sectetatiat and other support services to implement the

provisions of this Act.

SEC, 13. Annual! Report. — The Board shall, at the close of each calendar year,
submit an annual report to the President of the Philippines, through the Commission, giving
a derailed account of its proceedings and accomplishments during the yeat and making
recommendations - for the adoption of measures that will upgrade and improve the

conditions affecting the practice of interior design

ARTICLE Iil
EXAMINATION. REGISTRATION, CERTIFICATION, AND LICENSURE

SEC. 14. Passing of Licensure Examination Regquirement. — Except as otherwise
specifically allowed under this Act, applicants for tegistradon for the pracice of mtetior
design shail be required to pass a licensure examination as provided for in this Act in such
places and dates as the Commission may designate in accordance with the provisions of
Secton 7{d} of Republic Act MNo. 8981.

SEC. 15. Qualificavons of Applicants. — An applicant for the licensure
examination for iotenor desipners shall satisfactorily prove that he/she possesses the
following qualifications:

(a) Citizen of the Philippines or a foreign citizen whose country/state has reciprocity

with the Philippines in the practice of interior design;

(b) Of good moral character;

{c) A holder of a bachelor’s degree in interior design or jis eguivalent degree duly -
recognized or accredited by the CHED and conferred by a



school/ college /university duly anthorized by the government or its equivalent
degree obwined by either a Filipino or foreign citizen from an insnmuon of
learcing in a foreign country/state: Prssided, That it is duly recognized and/or
accredited by the CHED; and

{d} Not convicted of an offense involving moral turpitude by a court of competent
pansdicticn.

SEC. 16. Subjects for Licensure Examination. — The examinadon for intetior
design shall basically cover the following subject:
(a) Intenior Design;
{b} Furnirure [esipn and Consoucton;
{c) Matenals for Decoration and Color Theory;
{(d} History of Arts and Interior Design;
() Interor Detailing and Consnucton; and
(f} Professional Practice and Frhues. _
The said subjects and their syllabi may be amended by the Board s as o conform o

technological changes brought about by contnuing trends in the profession, in coordination

with the accredited council of interior design educators.

SEC. 17. Raang in the Licensure Examination. — To be qualified as having passed
the Board examinaton for interior designers, a candidate must obtain a weighted general

average of seventy percent (70%).

SEC. 18. Report of Ratings. — The Board shall submit to the Commission the racngs
obtained by each candidate within twenty (20) days after the examinaton unless extended by
the Commission for just canse. Upon the release of the results of the examination, the Board
shall send by mail the rating received by each examinee at his given address using the mailing

eivelope submitted during the examinanon.



SEC. 19. Oszth. — All successful candidates in the examinadon shall be requred o
tzke an cath of profession before the Board or any government official audhonzed by the

Commission to administer oaths prior to entering the pracioce of the ineerior design

profession.

SEC. 20. Jssuance of Certificate of Registration and Professional Identification Card
— A cervficate of registration shall be issued to applicants who pass the examination for
' intetior designess subject 1o payment of registration fees.

The cerdficate of registration as professional interior designer shall bear the
signatures of the Chairperson of the Cormmission and Board membecs, S;rampcd with the
official scal, indicating that the person named therein is cntitled to practice the profession
with all the privileges appurtenant thereto. This certficate shall remain in full force and
eftect until withdrawn, suspended or revoked, in accordance with this Act.

A certificate of registraton bearng the regstranon number, date of issuance and
expiry date, duly signed by the Chairperson of the Board, shall Likewise be issued 1o every
regisuant who has paid the required fees. This license will serve as evidence thart the licensee
can lawhally practice his/her profession.

A professional klentification card, whether new or for renewal, shall be released hy
the PRC upon compliance with the requirements for the application or rene.w*al of
wlentfcaton card and upon presentation of the updarted receipt of payment of annual
membership dues of the accredited professional orgamzarion and proof of completion of the
CPE requirements. '

Once registered, the interior designer may ase “IDr.” As his official appendage utie.

SEC. 21. Refusal to Register. — The Board shall not register any successful applicant
tor registrarion with or without licensure examination who has been:
(a) Convicted of an offense involving moral nupiade by a court of comperear
judsdicdon;
{b) Found guilty of immaoral or dishonorable conduce by the Board;



(¢) Summarily adjudged guilty for violaton of the General Instractions to Examinees by
the Board; and
{d) Declared of unsound mind by a court of competent jurisdicdon.

I refusing such registradon, the Board shali give the applicant a written statement setting

forth the reasons therefore and shall fle 3 copy thereof in its records.

SEC. 22. Revocation or Suspension of the Certificate of Registration and

Cancellzton of Temporary/Special Permit — The Board shall have the power, upon

npl:icc and hearing, tq revoke or suspend the cernficate of registration of a repistered and

licensed interior designer or to cancel a temporary/special permit granted to foreipn interior

designer, for violadon of any of the grounds or causes in Section 22 of this Ace, except {C)

thereof and any of the followiag grounds:

(a} Violation of a provision of this Act, its IRR, Code of Ethics, the Code of Good
Governance, the Code of Technical Standards for the practice of interior design,
policy, and measure of the Board and/or the Commission:

(b) Petpetration or use of fraud in obtaining his/her certificatc of _registration,
professional identification card or temporary/special permir;

(€) Gross incompetence, negligence or ignorance resulting to death, injury or damage;

(d) Refusal to join or to remain a member in good standing of the Accredited
Professional Organization (APO};

(¢} Neglect or failure to pay the annunal registration fees for five (5} consecutive years;

() Aiding or abetting the illegal practice of a non-registered and licensed person by
allowing him/her to use his/her certificate of registration and/or professional
idendfication card ot his/her temporary/ special permit;

() Megally pracrcing the profession during his/her suspension from the practice
thereof;

(h) Addicted to a drug or alkcohol abuse, impairing his/her ability to practice his/her
profession or declared with unsound mind by a court of competent jurisdiction; and

{# Noncompliance with the CPE requirement, unless he/she is exempted therefrom, for
the renewal of his/her professional identification card.



The Board shall periodically evaluate the aforementioned grounds and revise o
exclude or add new ones as the need arises, subject to approval of the Commission.

Any person, firm or association may file charge/s in accordance with the provision of
this section against any registrant, or the Board may investigate violation of any of the
abovemendoned causes. Affidavit-complaint shall be filed together with the affidavies of
witnesses and other docum::ntary evidence with the Board though the Legal and
Investgation Office. The motu propris move 10 conduct an investiganon shall be embodied in
2 formal charge to be signed by at leas majorty of the members of the Board. The rules on
administeative investigation issued by the Commission shall govem the heanng or

tnvestiganion subject ro applicable provisions of this- Act, Republic Act No. 8981 and the
Rudes of the Court

SEC. 23 Reissuance of Revoked Certificate of Registration, Replacement of
Lost or Damaged Certificate of Registration, Professional ldentification Card or
Temporary/Special Permit. — The Board may, upon petidon, reinstate or reissue a
revoked certificate of registradon after rwo (2} years from the effectivity of the period for
revocation, which is the date of surrender of the said cettificate and/or the professional
identfication card if sdll valid to the Board and/or the Commission. The Board may not
require the holder theteof o take another licensure examination. The pettoner shall prove
o the Board that he/she has valid Ieason/s w practce his/her profession. For the grant of
his/her petition, the Board shall issue a Board Resolution subject to approval by the
Commission.
A duplicate copy of lost certificate of registration, professional identification card ﬁr
temporary/special permit may be reissued in accordance with rules thercon and wpon
payment of the prescribed fee rherefor. |

SEC. 24. Nonpayment of the Annual Registration Fees. — The Board shall
suspend & registered interior designer from the pracdce of his/her profession for
noapayment of the annual registradon fees for Gve (5) consecutive years from his/her last or

previous year of payment. The resumption of his/her practice shall take place only upon



payment of the delinquent fees plus surcharges and interest and in accordance with the rules
of the Commission. The running of the five (5)-year pericd may be interrupted upon written
notice about the discontinuance of his/her practce and surrender of his/her certificare of

tegistration to the Board and/or the Comumission.

SEC. 25. Vested Rights — All pracdcing intedor designers who are registered at che
time of the passage of this Ace shall autornadcally be registered and issued certificates of
registraton.

ARTICLE IV
PRACTICE OF INTERIOR DESIGN
SEC. 26. Lawfis/ Practitioners of Interior Design — The following persons shall

be authorized to pracce the interior desipn profession:

() Narural persons who are:
(1) Duly. repistered and licensed as interior designers and holders of valid
cernficates of registration and valid professional identification cards issued by the
Board and the Commission pursuant to this Acg and
(2} Holders of valid wemporary/special permits issued by the Board and the
Commission to foreign licensed interior designers pursuant to this Act.
{b} Jundical persons:
(1) Single proprietorship whose owner is a registered interior designer;
(2) Partnership duly registered with the Securides and Exchange Cominission
{SEC) as professional partoership pursuant to the Civil Code and composed
ot all parmers who are ait duly registered intetior designers; and
(3) Corporation whose key chief execurive officers (CEOs) and majoricy of the
Board of Directors are all tegistered and licensed interior designers may be
duly registered with the SEC as engapged in the practice of intenor dexigm,
Junidical persons shall also be registered wich the Board and the Commission in
accordance with the rules and regulations thereon.



SEC, 27. S¢ea/, Issuance, znd Use of Seaf — A duly registered jmé:inr designer shall
sign and affix the seal duly approved and provided by the Board of Interior Design o all
plans, specifications and_contract documents prepared by, or under his/her direct
supervision during the validity of his/her certificate of registration.

Officers or employees of the Bovernment, chartered cides, provinces, municipalities
aow or hereafter charged with the enforcement of the laws, ordinances or regulations
relating to the constrction or alteration of the intediors of buildings shall accepr only those
interior plans, specifications and contract documents which have been prepared, signed and
scaied by a duly licensed interior de;igntr and submitted in full accord with the provisions of
this Act, plans angd specifications of which have not béen so prepated, signed and sealed by a
duly licensed intetior designer,

Violation of the foregoing shatl be ground for administrative and /or criminal action.

SEC. 29. Foreign fReciprocity: - Na foreign interior designer shall be issued a certficate of
registranon 1o practice the interior design profession or be entitled 1o any of the fAghts and
prvileges under this Acr unless the country of which he/she is a subject or citizen
specifically persnirs Filipino interipr designers to practice within its territorial limirs on che

same basis as the subjects or citizens of such foreign state or country.

+ SEC. 30. Practice Through Temporary /Special Permit, (a) Foreigners
intending to wark in the Philippines 1o perform professicnal services as interior designers or
consultants whether employed through official foreign-funded or foreign-assisted projects
initiated by the government, or engaged by private Filipino, foreign contractors or firrns shall
first secure a temporaty /special permit from the PRC through the Board of Intetior Design
specificslly authonzing him/her to practice on the special project or cotnmission named
therein: Prosrded, firtber, That:

(1} He/She is legally and professionally qualified and registered to practce interdor
design in his/her own COUuntry;



standards jn design, and of sharing of other Specialized skills; ang
3 Duly licensed foreign nationals shall be tequited to work with a Filipino

rounterpart who hag been In continuous practice of interipy design for ar least

(£} Ay violadon of these requirements or other illegal practices andertaken by ejther
foteign design firms or theit Filiping Counterpars shall be Punishable by law or under the



SEC. 31. indication of Numbers: Certificate of Registration, Professional Tax
Receipt and APO Membership. - The interior designer shall be requited to indicate
his/her certificate of registration number and date of issuance, the expiry of his/her current
professional identification card, the professional tax receipt number and date, and his/her
APO membership number and date with official receipt number and date of membership

payment (annual/lifetime) on the documents he/she signs, uses of issues in connection wich

the practice of his/her interior design profession.

. SEC. 32.. Roster of Interior Designers. — The Board shall prepare and maintain a
roster of the names, residence and/or office addeess of all registered interior designers which
shail be updared annually in cooperation with the APQ, indicating therein the status of the
certificate of registration, professional identfication catd and APO membesship, whether
vahd, delinquent, suspended or revoked or inacave due to death or other reasons. The said
roster shall be conspicuously posted within the premises of the Commission and the

informadon therefrom made available to the public upon inquity or reguest.

SEC. 33. Integration of the Interfor Designers. — The interior designers shall be
integrated into one (1) national organizadon of intedor designers that is duly registered with
the SEC. The Board of Interior Design, subject to approval by the Commission, shall
accredit the said organization as the one and only integrated and accredited professional
nrga;;ization of interior designers. All interior designers whose names appear in the Registoy
Book of Intedor Designers shall #se farts or automatically become members thereof and
shall receive therefrom all the benefits and privileges upon payment of APQO membership

fees and dues.

A membership in an affiliate organizaton of Interior Designers. shall not he barred.



Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City, Metro Manila

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
First Reqular Session

MINUTES OF THE ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON
CIVIL SERVICE AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION HELD ON 17
NOVEMBER 2010, WEDNESDAY, 9:30 A.M., CONFERENCE ROOM NO3S. 1 &
2, RAMON V. MITRA, JR. BLDG., BATASAN COMPLEX, Q.C.

CALL TO ORDER

Hon. ANDRES D. SALVACION, JR., the Chairman of the Committee on
Civil Service and Professional Regulation, calied the meeting to order at
exactly 9:35 A.M.

ROLL CALL/APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Upon metion and duly seconded, the Body dispensed with the calling of
the ralt and reading of the minutes of the previous meeting. Thereafter,
upen motion and duly seconded. the minutes of the previous mesting was

approved.
OPENING REMARKS OF THE CHAIR

The Chairman acknowledged the presence of the invited guests and
resource persons and requested the Committee Secretary to infroduce
them:

Civil Service Commission

Ms. Maria Leticia G. Reyna
Dir. IV

Mr. Dick Echaver
Div. Chief

Ms. Jo Arne S Sarmiento
Personnel Specialist |

Ms. Bernardita C. Erpelo
Chief Personnel Specialist



Government Security and Insurance System (G5I15)

Atty. Lucio Yu Jr.
VP-GSIS Law Office

Professional Requlation Commission {PRC)

Atty. Carlos G, Almelar
Secretary of Professional Regulatory Boards

Board of Interior Design, PRC

Ms. Sonia S. Dlivares
Chairparson

Ms. Maria Carlota D. Hilvano
Memlber

Arch. Kathryn Milagrosa B. Abano
Member

Board of Interior Design CPE Council

Dr. Raquel B. Florendo
Member

Business Concessions Office
Office of the Director
U.P . Giliman, Q.C.

University of Santo Tomas {UST}

Asso. Prof. Lilia de Jesus
CIDE Officer

DELIBERATION AND APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING BILLS

A. Security of Tenure

H.B. Nos. 28, 226 And 2237: “An Act Granting Security Of Tenure Under
Certain Conditions To Government Employees Whose Nature Of Appointment is
Either Temporary Or Contractual And Who Have Rendered A Total Of Ten (10)
Years Of Efficient Service' By Reps. Jane Tan-Casfro, Amado 5. Bagatsing

And Marcefino R, Teodoro, respectively.



H.B. No. 644: "An Act Granting Civil Service Elgibility To Government
Employees, Under Certain Conditions. Whose Status Of Appontment Is Either
Casual Or Contractual And Who Have Rendered A Total Of Five Years Of
Efficient Service,” by Rep. Juan Edgardo “Sonny” M. Angara

H.B. No. 1432 "An Act Granting Civil Service Sub-Professional Eligibility
To All Co-Terminus, Contractual And Casual Employees, Who Have Rendered
Nine (9} Straight Years Of Services” by Rep. Carmelo F. Lazatin

H.B. No. 2028 “An Act Granting Civil Service Eligibility To Contractuat
And Co-Terminus Government Employees YWho Have Rendered A Total Of Five
(5) Years Of Efficient Service, And For Other Purposes” by Rep. Rodolfo G.

Biazon

Remarks of Rep. Bagatsing:

All government employees shall be made permanent in status after a
certain period of time. After serving the government for five to ten or fifteen years
they are still not permanent nor they have GSIS or retrement benefits. He
Jambasted the practice of contractualization in the private and public sectors and
that has made life difficult for Filipino workers.

Comments of the Civil Service Commission (C5C}

Ms. Mariz Leticia G. Reyna said that the bills contravene the
constitutional mandate that appointment in the civil service shall be made
according to merit and fitness and shall be determined as far as practicable
through competitive examinations. They viclate the fundamentatl law since they
give premium on years of service to compensate for the merit and fitness

requirements.

Contractual appointments are 1ssued to persens who shall undertake
specific work or job for a limited period not to exceed one (1) year. On the other
hand, casual appointments are issued only for essential but short and intermittent
services and that there are not encugh regular staff to meet the demands of the

service.

Both casual and contractual employees have no plantilla positions. R.A.
No. 6850 which was enacted in 1980 provides that all government employees
who are holding career civil service positions appointed under provisional or
temporary status and who have rendered at least a total number of seven {7)
years of efficient service may be granted the civil service eligibility that will qualify
them for permanent appointment to their present positions. Such covered
provisional or temporary employees were holding plantilla positions for seven (7}
years of service and were granted their respective first ar second-grade civil
service gligibilities according to the plantilla positions they were ocoupying. They

Lad



were given permanent status because they were holding plantilia positions at the
time they were appointed. It devolves upon the DBM if they will be able to put a
budget or fund for the temporary or contractual empioyees under the proposed
hills. She further said that DBM shall first requiarize the positions of contractual
and casual employees by budgeting said positions before they can be given

eligibilities.

Upon mation duly seconded, the Body approved and consolidated the four (4)
bills on secunty of tenure of temporaryfcontractual employees and the two {2)
bills on granting of eligibility bills subject to style and refinement,

B. Entrepreneurship Development

H.B. No. 29; “An Act Providing For The Development Of Entreprenaurship
Skills Among Government Employees For An Innovation-Inspired Corps Of Civil
Servants And A Productive Post-Service Citizenry”, authored by Rep. Jane Tan-

Castro

At the outset the proponent informed the Body that this bill has been
approved during the past congresses. She apprised the Committee that the
abjectives of the measure are: 1} to make govemment a partner in developing
the entrepreneurial skills of its employees to ensure their continued productivity
even after working in govemnment; 2) to enable government empioyees to pursue
entrepreneurial endeavors after their employment in government so that they can
contribute in making the Philippines more of a “country of employers” and less of
a “country of job seekers”; 3) to provide a better chance of improving employees’
lives by encouraging them to organize themselves into cocperatives.,

Upon motion duly seconded, the Body approved bill.

C. Release of Retirement Benefits

H.B. No. 31 ang H.B. No. 284; “An Act Reguining All Government Offices
To Ensure The Release Of The Retirement Benefits Of Its Employees Within
Fifteen Days From Retirement”, authored by Rep. Jane Tan-Castro and Rep.
Roilo Golez, respectivaly

H.B. No. 3016; “An Act Mandating The Payment Of Retirement Banefits
To Gaovernment Retirees On The Date Of Their Retirement”, authored by Rep.
Salvador H. Escudero Il

Comments of Rep. Escudero
Rep. Escudero apprised the Body about the fictitious loans being made by

unscrupulous individuals at the expense of legitimate members who have not
filed any loan application. He said that GSIS is the most hated govermment
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agency. He batted vigorously for a longer penod of imprisanment of six {6) years
s0 as to discipline the concemed public officers and that retirement benefits be

given on the actual day of retirement of a government employee.

Viewpoints of GSIS

Afty. Yu of GSIS proposed in Sec. 1 of 31 and 284 that the following be
inserted: “provided all documentary requirements are submitted to GSIS sixty
{60) days prior to the effective date of retirement”. He further proposed that in
Sec. 2 of the penal clause of the said bills the phrase "within fifteen (15) days
from the time the force majeure or insuperable cause ceased to exist”.

Upon motion duly seconded, the above bills were approved subject to
consolidation and style.

D. interior Design

H.B. No. 908 and H.B. No. 2134: “An Act To Regulate And Modemize The
Practice Of Intericr Design In The Philippines, Repealing For The Purpose
Repubiic Act No. 8534 Knownt As ‘The Philippine Interior Design Act Of 1998’
Appropriating Funds Therefor And For Gther Purposes’, authored by Rep.
Susan A. Yap and Rep. Carlos M. Padilia, respectively

Rep.Yap said that the objectives of her proposed bill are: 1) to regulate
and modemize the practice of interior design in the Philippines in order to
corfform to international standards and at the same time, pravide safety nets for
the practice of the profession against foreign practitioners and those engaged in
illegal practice: and 2} to recognize the practice of interior design as a full-fledged
profession vital to the buiiding and construction industry and to institute policies
and reguiatory measures to protect the interests of the Filipino professionats.

Upon motion duly seconded the bill was approved without amendments.

. ADJOURNMENT

There being no other matter to be discussed, the Presiding Officer
adjourned the meeting at 12:30 P.M.

| hereby certify to the comectness of the foregoing minutes.

Prepared by:

.f'.
GERALD A. D&UZMAN

Supervising Legislative Staff Officer |1



Approved by:

Rep. ANDRES D. SALVACION
Chairman



FACT SHEET

House Bill Nos. 909 and 2134

AN ACT
TO REGULATE AND MODERNIZE THE PRACTICE OF
INTERIOR DESIGN IN THE PHILIPPINES, REPEALING FOR
THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NUMBER 8534 {RA No.
8534) KNOWN AS “THE PHILIPPINE INTERIOR DESIGN
ACT OF 1998,” APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Introducad by: REPRESENTATIVES SUSAN A. YAP
and CARLOS M. PADILLA

Commifiee Referral: COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE AND
PROFESSIONAL REGULATION (Primary)
Committee Chairperson. HON. ANDRES D. SALVACION, JR.
Committee Referral: COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS (Secondary)
Committee Chaitperson. HON. JOSEPH EMILIO A. ABAYA

OBJECTIVES:

» To regulate and modernize the practice of interior design in the
Philippines to conform to international standards and, at the same
time, provide safety nets for the practice of the profession against
foreign practitioners and those engaged in illegal practice.

+ To recognize the practice of interiar design as a full-pledged profession
vital to the building and construction industry and to institute policies
and regulatory measures to protect the interests of the Filipino
professionals.

KEY PROVISIONS:

» Mandates the creation of a Professional Regulatory Board of Interior
Design which shall be placed under the administrative control and
supervigion of the Professional Regulation Commission (PRC). It shall
be composed of a chairperson and two {2) members, to be appointed
by the President of the Philippines, from a list of two (2)
recommendees for each position submitied by the Commission, from a
list of three (3) nominees for each position recommended by the duly



accredited professional organization of interior designers. The new
board shall be created six (6) months from the effectivity of this Act.

Provides that the members of the Board shall hold office for a term of
three (3) years from the date of appointment or until their successors
shall have been appeinted and qualified. They may be reappointed for
another term of three (3} years immediately upon the expiration of their

IRefirst Board Under this "Adt one (1) membar shall hold office a6

Chalrpersnn for three (3} yvears; cne (1) member for two (2} years; and
one (1) member for one (1} year. Each member of the Board shall
take the proper oath prior to assumption of duty.

Integrates the interior designers into one (1) national organization of
inmterior designers that is duly registered with the Securies and
Exchange Commission (SEC). The Board of Interior Design, subject to
approval by the Commission, shall be accredited as the one and only
integrated and accredited professional organization of interior
designers. All interior designers whose names appear in the Registry
Book of Interior Designers shall ipso facto or automatically become
members thereof and shall receive therefrom all the benefits and
privileges upon payments of APO membership fees and dues A
membership in an affiiate organization of interior designers shall not
be barred.

RELATED LAW:

Republic Act No. 8534 {Philippine Interior Design Law)



