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inequality pervades s our socielty Decausa cpportunitias are unfairly disiribuiad.
And 1c provide equilibrium in oppertur ties 15 21 soral spectra, education is being giver the
thrust - said te be the graat squalizer and s2iznce whee! of social machinary.
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For this reason, if the govarniment < seriges in s commitmant to rurzl Saveicpment
ana empowerment, @ fundameanta. steg o be taken is ensuring 2ouitabie sccess 1o
education in the countryside. Statistics hava consistently demonstrated the widening gap
batween utban and rural developmant, and concomitantly, poverty incidence. The poverty
incidence victimizes a bulk of the agricult.ra: secior who mestly reside in the rura! areas,
resulting 1o a  wicious cyce of  worsesing  deprivation, marginalizaiisn  zna
underdeveloomeant.

Education can aiso ba usad n ens.ring sustziranie sgriculiura: productiviiy I tna
country for the coming decades by cresting 2n educationzl sysiam appiicable and fing 1o
rufd;, agricuifural communities. As suck, t-e vouin are not keen in taking professicns in the
agr:icaiiiral secter. Proof of {his s tne awingiing figures of snrolment and Aumber of
geouatas of agricutural gourses.  T-e zireacy low figures of enrollees decrease
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Twrtnermaore as the acadamic years commenca, reswiing 1o dlsappointingly few gradeates of
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Traditonal aducational systams nsve ong nean speckled throughout the country,
8ut e rural communitias naec as egusziionz’ sysiom suited to their environmar: asc



raghities. Hence, This bill proposes Lo promote Eurat Farm Schaols as an aiternative delivery
mode of secondary education without sacrificing quality of education,

The Rural Farm School chall Ge a parailet learning system and an alternative deivesy
moda of secondary educaticn. It ic & facilitative and experiential learning o the core
subjecis of social stiEnces, numeracy, literacy with focus on agriculture and patterned afier
the meeds af rural, agricultural commurities. 1t has four scademic years with the last weaf
meing integrative Jearning with emphasis on f3rm entrepreneurship 10 encourase the wouth
ra become local entreprenaurs in their respactiva rural, acricuitural communities.

The zeaching methodology orovides 2 flexible alternative to the rigid strulture of
fmrmai education. In the Rural Farm Schoci, students engage “r an alternating training cytie
~# hame and schoot period. The student may go i learning centers as scheduled by the
scront 1o learn concepts and thanrigs or the students Mmay obtain madules from the THOTE
4rd take it bome subject to the manitaring and assessmant of the tutors. The athar Saif of
the oycie s the nome peripd whergin tha crudants chall spend half of the educative process
=+ home as they work in thelr own farms oran other farms or enterprises 1o appiv and
practice the academic principles learned from s=hool

In consonance with the Srate’s poiicy 1o provide free secondary education, the
students enrolled in public Rural Farm Schools will not pay any tuition fee. Having minwma
averhead expenses because of tha flexinie methedoiogy and having no tyition fee lessen the
fimancial burden on the parénts gspecially since abject poverty is prevaient the rura
pocket sides.

snd in furtherance of attaining <oc.at eguity, the children and grandchildren of CaRF
hemeficiaries are ghen preferenca in sdomissinn should the school exceed s ahiowakis
number of enrollees. They shall lkawice be axampted from paying tuition fees in privaie
cacior-led Rural Farm Schools, Agrarian Reform Communities, on the other hand. shall be

ghven priofity in the site splection and estabishment of Rural Farm Schoois.

Tna Rural Farm School is, thes, 3 multipronged attack against poverty, ineauty.
asricultural dechine, and economic coastrciion in the rutal areas. Firstly, it prowides
opporunities for and access to learning, at minimal or Zero cost, 1o the rorat youin,
eguipping them with appropriate knowigdga and practical siills that can be readily agpiied
n their envirgnment. Secondly, it entices sie rural youth ta engage it agriculTuras [ourses
and/or enterprises leading 1o agriculturat viakility and sustainabitity, Accordingly, these wii
warm the social and econermic engines of the countryside, lessening poverty ncidengs =nd
gmpgwenng the sural cotnmunities.

In view of the foregoing, passage of this bill is fervently sought.
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iniroduced by Honorable Sharon &. Garin

an AT
PROMOTIRG RURAL FARM SCHDOL
A5 AR ALTERMATIVE DEUVERY MODE

coer

OF SECOMNDARY EDUTATION

Az 't snocted by the Sencte and the naouse of Aepresentatives of the Phillopings in Congress
gssembied:

Secon 1, Tide. - This Act shali be known 25 tne Bara, Farm - Seneols Act of 20517

Secticn 2. Ceclaration of Policy. — 1 s 3 d2carad poucy of t2 5tate to protect and cremate
the righ: of all citizans 1o guality aducatics at 2 eveis ang 1ake appropriaie steps (o make
sioh pduzation accessible to alll Focther to this, the 3tats shail astablish, maintain, and
suppati 2 compleia, adequate and integrated system of education relavant ta the neads of
the people and scciety and encourage ros-formal, informal and indigencus isarning
systarns, as well a3 self-lzaring, indepandent and puit-of-schoo! study programs particusariy
tnose that respond o community ~eads.

The 5iate shall likewise pramcte sostainable agricuitural produciivity ana ruras
deveicoment by empowering the human cagTai n itne countryside throwgh access o
avenuas cf learning sulted o the naads 3rc reantias of the rured, agriculturai communitias.

2ofunnerance of the priscic.as of scoz ioslice snd social aguity, tha State sra:
§7Cw .28 TTe TECESEArY sSUppoer o ihe seneticiares of the Comprehensive Agaras Seform
“rogtem (CARPL Inciuding bt nor imites o the prowision of access 1o 3 brosd range of
sncrariorai soportunities o thair chidrer.



SECTIOM 3. Definition of Terina., - For puroosas of this Act, the following terms =hail ce
dafingd as follaws:
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“Alternziive Delivery Mode® refers 10 the noen-iraditicnal education srcgram
recognized by the Daparimen: of Educaticn {DepEd) which appliss a flexibiz faarmine
pritosaphy and 2 cUiricuiar dalivary crogram that ineludes non-formal arg nfo-mat
sources o knowledge and skills. Ar akernative gelivery mode may inciuce the use
of facilitater-zsided and interactive ser-nszrectional print and audic-based learning
materials, video tapes, face-to-face structurad learning groups, semi-strictorad and
unstructured discussions, cne-ci-oee telorals, study groops and zedoearaing
groups, demonstration sessicns, nome vsits, mentoring and remediation.
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“Fubic Rurai Farm Schood retenr o Aural farm Schocols operaisd oy ke
Goversmant i its politicsi subdivisioa,

“Private Rural Farm School” rafers o Rural Farm Schools operated by private
entities, nos-government organizations or farm associations. These are schooils
which are not Tunded by the Goverrment or s politica! subdivisions.

“Tuters” refers to the facilitators or insrruciors who comprise the teaching sieff of
the Rural farm Schools. They are speciaiists in their own fields of andeaver arnd whe
facifiate the educative process

"CARP Beneficiaries” rafers to farmars or their kin who had received Cemificates of
rand Ownership (CLOA] ar Emancicatinn Zatests under Republic Act Ne. 8637 2s
amencad, xnown as “The CARD 2w of TS8R

“Agrarian Reform Community” refes o 2 sarangay or cluster of barangays wrare 2
criical mass of agrarlan reform oenefislaries 5 situzted .

"FAarm Enfreprahsuarsh.p” refers s tne ntermingling of finance, business and
agtcuitura in sarting intoc operation or notionh a business wenture jnvclvad in the
crocaction of egricultora. corermoc Ties or enterprises,

Sectlon 4. Rural Farm Schools as Aliernative Delivery Mode of Secondary Education. —
Rural Farm Schocls (RFS} are harebv creaizs ano astahlished as an Altarnarive Ciatvery

More

2t Secondary Education. Tne 3ural Farm Schools shall be duly reccenized and

suparvised by the Depariment of Zducation, it shall nave :he fellowing componers:

O Curriculum and leaching Methaosogy

Tre Rural Farm Schoal sysiem shal =ave z curricular program of faur (41 acraamic
vears fer sacondary education. .t shah e an experigntial learning wish aitarnating
training cycla of home and schoo! perios. Tha curriculer program should inciude the
social sciences, numeracy, iitaracy, with focus on agriculture, including out ot
nmited to farming, crop groduction, asima: husbandry, and aquacyliure, and othar
disciptines as may ba prescribed tv the Separtment of Sducation.

Tha Rural farm School zhali apply 2 flaxicia lzarming phitesophy which mav inciede
e use of facilitator-aisad anag ineraciive self-instruciiona! print and audic-cased
earnng materials, vidao iapes, face io-face structured learning EraLps. zgemi-

s7rocturad and unstructurad discussions onz-or-one tutorials, stUdy groups 2ns self-



l2arning groups, demonstrahion sessicss, nome vislis, mantoring and remaciation
and such othar methocs as may ce srescrined by the Deparimant of Education.

Tre Rural Farm Schooi may boid classes a@t the iszrming center an fhe subiseis
ofared to cormprise tha schoo! cariad of tre alternating iraining cycle. The Sure!
rarm Achoo: may alse chocse o offer earning modules for the students o e2xe
namea and study at their own Lee selles? o pariodic moritaring ano assessmae=; of
tha fulors,

The students shall likewise spand naif of the acucarive process at homa as thay work
i their own farms or in othes farme o 2nterprises o apply and pracee tro
acadamic pringiples learnac from scnoag

The Department of Sducaticr s-z1 presciibe guicelines on tre classas andior
£sarnng schizdlie to be offerec oy 4.0 Bp-mns Scnools.

o) Ehgrible Srudenis
Criléran with ages poiween twawe (72 20d eighteen (18] yearss ald, ~ale znd

i

Temale, may enrell in tha Rura! Zarm Seroos for (el sacondany edecatior.

o, Tutors

The iutocrs of the Raral Fzrm Scroc: sha. oe spacialists in thair fislds of a=deaver.
They shall act as teachers, guizance counseinrs, rural devaiopers, iivelihood profac
propenents, marketing specialists, ara/or project consultants.  The tuicss shail
establish a working parmerstip with the parents by conducting pareni-tutor
diaipgues and parent workshcps.

Urless 2 special law provides a highar saiary, tha teaching staff of a public Rura: Zarm
School shail recelve a basic salary 2s prescribed in Republic Act 2670 or the Magns
Carta for Public Schoo! Teachers and cther related laws and the teacning sizff of 3
private Rural Farm School shall ragsive a basic salary not lower than the prascribad
minimum wage for the localiny.

2! Schoo! Uiresior

A

verny Rirai Fasm Scnool shal mave 5 Scroo! Director to oversee iis aparstions and
managemant. The Scnoo! Direcicr £ rasked io facilitate the tuters’ particizarion
arofessicnal develooment activiiias moiwcing technical skiils training and astensiar
sarvices oy the Departmen: o©f Zeuralon, Departmeni of Agriculture, and
Zepamtment of Agrarian Hefer—. The 300 Director is likewize fasked to ansure
wat the currlcliar program s progery svpigmented and sufficiant and adequate
sducat:onal resolrces ars avasasie sal accassitle ta the students,

&} Tuftion Fee

I adhererce fv Republic Act 855 or the “ree Sacondary £ducation Act, students
anrofled in public Ruiai Fairm $ehacls shail be free from payment of tUition arg aiber
senoa] faas, axcepl fees related o membership it the school COMMuUnity seen g
identification cards, student organizaticns and publication which may be coliectad

Private Rural Farm Schools shali set a minimal tuition fee subject to tre zppraval of
the Depantment of Sducation: Prov.ded, That relatives of CARP beneficiasies up io



third degree of consanguinity in the descending line shall be exempt from payment
of said tuition fees.

) Learning Center

There shall be an adequate, secure, and physically accessible schoolhouse which
shall function as a meeting place and learning center for the tutors and students to
interact.  Students shall aceess their modules or instructional materials at the
schoolhouse.

g} Community Partnership

The Rural Farm Schools shall establish productive partnership with the local
community, including groups inmerested in the achievement of the goals and
objectives of this Act, and in providing financial assistance, technological transfer,
and extension services.

Section 5. Farm Entrepreneurship. The fourth and last academic year in the Rural Farm
School educational system shall focus on integrative learning across all subject disciplines in
the curriculum with emphasis on farm eatreprepeurship theory and practice and its
promoticn as a tool in cultivating local entrepreneurs, revitalizing rural economies and
repopulating rural communities.

Section 6. Rural Farm School in Every Province, — Within one {1} year upen formulation of
the Implementing Rules and Regulations of this Act, the Department of Education shail
establish at least one (1) Rural Farm School in every province in the country.

Section 7. Priority to CARP Beneficiaries and Agrarian Reform Communities. — Relatives of
the beneficiaries of the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program {CARP) up to third degree
of consanguinity in the descending line shall be given priority in admission when the Rural
Farm 5chool cannet accommodate all of those applying for enroliment.

Without prejudice to the provisions of Section Six {6] hereof, Agrarian Reform Communities
shall be given priority in the site selection and establishment of Rural Farm Schools
whenever possible or applicable.

Section 8. Skills Tralning and Extension Support. — Department of Education, Department
of Agriculture, and the Cepartment of Agrarian Reform shall provide continuous technical
skills training and provision of extension materials including but not limited to books,
student workbooks, teaching session guides, and other materials or equipment on the
subjects offered, and other extension services to the tutors of Rural Farm Schaols.

section 9. Quallty Assurance. The Department of Education shall institutionalize high
standards of quality assurance in Rural Farm Schools. This shall involve prescribing
guidelines and policies on the operation and management of Rural Farm Schools as well as
basic curricular content to ensure the credibility and academic integrity of Rural Farm
Schools.

Section 10. Accreditation of Rural Farm Schools. — The Department of Education shall set
the requirements of accreditation of Rural Farm Schools and accredit those that meet the
prescribed requirements. Rural Farm Schools may not operate unless accredited by the
Department of Education.



The Department of Education may withdraw or downgrade the accreditation of a
Rural Farm School if it fails to maintain the standards set for its accreditation.

Section 11. 5chool Maonitoring and Evaluation. — The Department of Education shall
conduct regular monitoring and evaiuation to determine continuing compliance with the
requirements on accreditation status of the Rural Farm School and to determine that the
Rural Farm Schools are adhering to the standards of quality assurance prescribed by the
Department of Education.

Section 12. Tax Incentives. - All gifts and doenations for the benefit of the Rural Farm
School, for its suppert and maintenance oar for aid to any of its students shall be tax-exampt
and shall be an allowable deduction from the gross-income of the donors. For the purpose
of income taxation, the school shall be exempt from payment of all taxes, fees, assessments
and other charges of the Government, its branches and subdivisions. It shall likewise be
exempt from taxes and duties on any equipment, books, articles, goods or services it may
import from abroad. The Farm School shall also be exempt from the payment of real
property tax on the property actually, exclusively and directly used by it for educational

PuUrposes.

Section 13. Implementing Rules and Regulations. — The Department of Education,
Department of Agriculture, and the Department of Agrarian Reform shall formulate and
prescribe the Implementing Rules and Regulations necessary to carry out the provisions of
this Act.

Section 14. Appropriations. - The amount necessary to carry out the purposes of this Act is
hereby authorized to be appropriated in the General Appropriations Act to be made
available within one (1} year from the approval of this Act. Thereafter, continuing
appropriations shall be appropriated in subsequent General Appropriations Acts: Provided,
That the appropriation, for the purposes of this Act, shall nat be reduced by Cangress below
the amount appropriated for the previous year and, after approval, shall be automatically
and regularly released.

Section 15. Separabillty Clause. - — If any provision, or part hereof, is held invalid or
unconstitutional, the remainder of the law or the provision not otherwise affected shall
remain valid and subsisting.

Section 16. Repealing Clause. - All laws or parts thereof, decrees, orders, rules and
regulations inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed or modified
accordingly.

Section 17. Effectlvity Clause. - This Act shail take effect immediately following its
publication in a newspaper of general circulation or in the Official Gazette, whichever comes
first.

Approved,



