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EXPLANATORY NOTE

[his nll seeks o immediately supplement the gorernment’s national budger m light of the
mforeseen circumstances and developments chat afflict our overseas [ilipino workers {OFW's) and
LTmgrants 10 countnes situated in the global regions of Asia, North Africa and the Aliddle East

The measure will provide adequare allocations for the Department of Forelgn Affairs (DFA} — the
.ead agency in providing government senvices o Filipinos abroad. The current I2FA budget for
nscal vear 2011 of 11 billion is a far ety from the Department’s onginal proposal of P19 billion.

In fact. 1he current administration chose to bloat the budgers of other departments and exceutive
agencies for the controversial Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) prograni while camng by half the
aiready extremcly inadequate DIFA altocations (from P200 million to P109.3 million) for programs
N asssrance o natonals that include repatnanon and legal assistance programs for the esomared 10
mullion overseas Filipines, in violaton of the Amended Migrant Workers and Oherseas Filipinos Act
Repubhc Acr 1022}

I'he problemanc situation curremly faced by oversess Filipinos and oue diplemanc posts abroad —
wipecially n eounenies afflicied by politieal upheavals, natural and man-made calamities and war —
cannot be remedied with a simple restoration of the DEA budger 1o 1ts 2010 level. Gavernment
Agencies that ane supposed 1o provide services ta Filipinos once they are repatriated also need

addirional fundiag.

It 13 rmportant to note that cut OTWs in the Middle East and A frics accounted for 16 percent of the
rotal dollar remittances m 2010 (US$3 billion) while our compattiors in Japan sent hack L'5§483
ruibon in the same year.

wJur toregm poticy will be 2 complete failure if povemment cannor allocate funds for the satery and
bailout of Filipines caught in dire simations abroad. This measure will correcr the mistake of
slashmys irems in the 2011 DFA budger that were devored to servicing Fikipinos toiling in vanous
nagons abroad.



The proposed new allocations for the DF.\ are for (1} the emergency cvacuation and repatmavon of
our 33,972 overseas lilipinos in Japan that was hir by a mega- carthquake and 1 resultant sunami
and now facing an increasing likebhood of a major peace-time nuckear disaster; (2) assistance to
overseas Fihpinos tn the current and potearial Aashpoints in North Africa: Libya (23,713}, Tunisia
1254, Algeria (4,937), Niperia {6,256) and Fgype (5,973); (3) assistance to Fibpinos in the Middle
Euast: Bahruin (50,695), Tean (863), lrag (6,108), Jordan (28,100}, Syria {17,000}, Kuwait {170,6003,
atar {2(N 00, Oman {13,100}, Uruted Arab Emirates (589,461), Istael (41,0060, Iebanon

£3 72635 Yemen {1,400) and Saudi Arabia (1,857.794) and ather African and Middle Eastern
countnes experencing pohtcal stofe that could possibly lead o war.

Addiuonal aliocanons are also provided for the Departments of Labor and Employment and Trade
and Tndusuy and local government umirs ro help fund the reintegration progratns, domesnc business,

cmployment and livelihood for overseas Filipinos who were repatriated, incl uding those of their
tamlies.

Qur overseas Filipinos have kept our economy afleat and our nation alive for the last five decades.
lt1s high ume we rerurn the favor in their time of need.

[ view of the foregoing, inmediate approval of this measure is sought,
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AN ACT
APPROPRIATING THE $UM OF NINE BILLION PESOS (1*9,000,000,060.00) AS
SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION FOR FY 2011 AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

b it epacted by the Senate and | louse of Representatives gf the Philippines in € BREICET abiembing:

SECTION 1. Approptiations. - The sum of Mine Billion Pesos {T9,000,000,0.00) s hereby
appropoated ro supplement the Fiscal Year 201 1Budget for the following putposes:

A Depanimenc of Foreigm A ffairs (DAY P5.500,080,000,00

AL Office of the Secrelary

A La Under the Assistance ro Navonals

program for the emergency evacuadon

and repatriation of disrressed OFWs

caught n natural and man-made disasters

abroad such as Japan, ineluding

repatration of (FWs from counttes

undergomy political upheavals and

war in rhe Middle East, Nosth Afnica

and other parts of the globe, 4 O0L000, 00000

A-bb. Legal assistance fund for oversess

Ilipineos, both documented and

undecumented, especially rhose

languishing in jails abroad. P500,000,000.00



A ¢ Vor the establishment and the
manitenance and other operatng expenses
(MO0 of OFW conters abroad
including addioonal items tor weliare
officers, psychologists, and Shanah or
human rights lawyers in poses of mghly
problematic countries in the Middle Eas,
North Africa and Asia as derermined

by the DEA.

B Deparmment of Labor and Employment {DOLE )
B.1. Oifice of the Secretary

B.1.a National Reintepration Center for
overseas ['ilipino workers (NRCO).

To fund the integrative trainings

and skills upgmd]ng programs for
W repatriated froun strife-torn
counires and nations devasrared by
natural and man-made calamines,

B.1b. Job placement programs of

the Philippine Overseas Employment
Adminismration (POTLA)Y for those repatoated
CIFWs who roay opt for new wotk abroad

i Dﬁpn:‘rmeﬂt of Trade and |ndustr}r (T¥TT)

{_ l.a. POTT Bureawn of bMicro, Small and

Medium Hnteepnse Development (BAMSMED).

To huther boost development of miucro,
small and mediom enterprises (MSMEs)
muarkets, and strengthen hinkages
between MAMEs and large enterprises.

C.1.b. DTI Remonal Operanons and
Development Crroup (RODG).

For further enhancement and integration
of entreprensurslup programs for
MEMIL development to provide
emplovment/livelihood opportunities
for overseas Filipmnos repatnared from
the Middle Hast, Afrcan and Asian
regions, mcluding their famibies.

P 000,000, 00000

P500,000.,000.00

P450,000,000.00

150,000,030, 00)

P500,04,000.00

P150,000,600.00

1350, 000,000.00



D Depariment of laterier and Local Govermsmene (TG 25040, 00, (W) ()

D.1.a. Allocanon to local govemment

untes {(ALGLUS). Subsidy to LGUs for

s full participanion mn the remntegration

piddie tast] Abrican and _-Js'smn'ragmns'. 142 500 DU0 UKL )

soecmon 2. Use of Fuads. - The amount herem approprated shall be used for the purposes indicated
and subject 1o the apphicable Special Provisions under Repubhic Act No. 1147, the
I 2011 Leneral Appropriations sAct: Prosded, Thar the following conditons shall be applicable:

A The amount of tour biilion pesos (P4,000,000,000.00) appropriated under Secuon 1
Al shall he directly released to, and administered by, the Deparmment of
Foreygn Affawrs (DEAY Prossded, That the amount of 'T'hree billion pesos
(1*3,000,000 000003 shall be allomred to countries in the Middle East and Afnica
and One hillion pesos (T1,000,000,000.0K) shall be allotted to Asia; Prosided further.
Thart the hughesi poonty is gmven 1o the evacuanon and/or reparriaton of
distressed overseas Filipinos, both documented and undocumented, including che
remains of deceased Filipinos, in the aznons of Japan, Libya, Tunisia, Algenia,
Nigenia, Egypt, Bahiram, lean, lray, Jordan, Syoa, Kuwaie, Qatar, Oman, United
Arab Emuiraves, Israel, Lebanon, Yemen, Saudi Arabia and other African and
Michdle Castern countries expertencing political stiife that could possibly lead w
war.

B. The amount of five bundred million pesos (P500,000,000.00) appropriated under
sccnon 1.B. shall be in addinon 1o existdng programs and allocagons financed by
the Overseas Workers Welfare Admnistration (OWWA) and orher line agencies
of the [M2JLE.

. The amount of three hundred fifty million {P350,000,000.00) appropoated uoder
C..1.b. shall also help fund DT programs for MSMTs that shall employ che
repatriated overseas Filipinos and dheir families across the country.

12 ‘The appropratons under ALGUs shall be devoted to the health services, local
employment and hvelihood start-up programs for repatriated overscas Filipinos
and their families from the nalions stated in Secoons 1 and 2 of this Act

SECTION 3. Awtomatic appropriations, -- All the amounts stated 10 this Act are considered
aromancally appropriated.

SECTION 4. Relcase of Funds. - 'The amounts approprated herein shall be released 1o the
deparmments, bureaus, offices, agencies and LGUs by che DBM in accordance with relevant



budgeting laws, rleq and regulations and in lighr of the urgency faced by our oversess Comnpatniors
M1 dire situations abroad.

SECTION 5, Oversight Commrirree, - There is bereby created 2 Joint Congressional COrversight

L OMMITite fo overses the udlizadon of the Supplemental ApPpropriations for the aforementioped
Deparmments. The Ehrcrsj.ghr Commitiee shal] be composed of rwelre (123 Members, with the
chairpersons of the Senate Commiittee an Fmance and the House Comminee nn Appropriations as
cocharpersons, and wirhy bve (5) members each from the Sengi. and the Houge of Representatives.
Drowded, That twa Members shall come from the Minarity.

SECTION 6, Impfemcnn}g Rules and Regulations. . Th, Departmeot of Budpet and
Managemeng {DBM) shall issue the Necessary rules and repilations ¢ implement the Provisions of

this Aer

SECTION 7, Eflecavity, This Aer shall take effecy immediately UPOCL s enactment inte jay-

- Ibprored.





