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EAPLANATORY NOTE

Education will always be expensive In the Philippines, education that s free and
accesstble oftentimes lacks quality. making quality education almost a hxury for some,
especially ordimary Filipinos. This current state is detrimental to our national development.

Fducation is an investment for the future. The kind of education that we can provide wall
be tantamount (o the kind of future that we can hope for as a country, the kind of future that we
are wotthy of

This bill seeks to provide assistance through scholarship programs to part-ume and
independent deserving students. Tt also aimns to prescribe the powers and functions of the state
agencies and institutions of higher education in the country in order to better facililate and
provide good quality education for evervbady.

HON. MARIANO LU, PIAMONTE JR.
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AN ACT
T PROVIDE GRANTS TO PART-TIME AND INDEPENDENT STUDENTS

Be i enacted by the Senate and the House of Represematives of whe Philippines in Congress
assembled:

SECTION 1. Short Title, — This Act shail be known as the “Part-Time Independent Students
Grant Act”

SECTION 2. Declaration of Policy. — It is hereby declared the policy of the State 1o provide
quality education for all and establish a grant program to foster the pursuit of post-secondary
education by part-time, independent studenis who have insufficient financial resources.
SECTION 3. Definition of Terms. - As used in this section, the term-
{1) “Commission” means the Commission on Higher Education of the Philippines
{2} “Financial Need” means neced as determined by the institution based vpon a need analvsis
standard established by the Commission. The standard shall include and take into

censideration the student’s current annual inceme and exclude his or her home equity.

(3) “Independent Swdent” refers to a student who finances his or her education without the
assistance from anybody, including family.

(4) “Part-time” means not less than 3 semesters hours and not more than 17 semester hours
per semester, or the equivalent tor a guarter or term.

SECTION 4. Efigibitity to Participate in a Grant Program. — A persen 15 chgible to participate
in the grant programt if he er she meets the following qualifications:

{2l Is a part-time siudent;

{b} Is an independent student:



(¢) Has obtained a high school diploma for at least 2 preceding vears;

{d) Is enrolled or eligible for enroilment in an underzraduate program of not less than @
months duration Jeading to a college degree, in an educational institution accredited by
CHED:

{e} Has good moral character and has not been convicted of any crime ivehiing moral
depravity:

(f) Has complied with this Act and the rules promuleated under this Act by the Commission:
{2) Is a Filipino citizen or penmanent resident of the Philippines;

{h} 1s not enrolled in an institution whose pOmary purpose is o prepare students for
ordination or appointment as a member of the clergy of a church, denomination. or
religious associalion, order, or sect.

(1) is not in default on a loan guaranteed bv the Commission or any government entity or
agency,

()} Is shown by the schoo! to be making satisfactory acadeniic progress.

SECTION 5. Towal Amount Granted o0 Educational Instituiions; Use of Funds,  The amount
granied to an educational institution shall be proportionate to the number of disadvantaged
independent students eligible for this program and enrolled at the institution for the most recent
vear for which suatistics are available Funds provided to eligible schools shall be used for
awards Lo students and not for administration of the program.

SECTION 6. Maximum Grant to Eligible Swudent: Prioripy: Hifect of Ovher Scholarships or
(rranrs. —

(1)Upon apphcation of an eligible student. an educational institution shall grant to the
student an amount of not more than P30_ 000.00 per academic year for not more than a
12-month period at any given educanonal instinution.

(2)If the number of eligible applicants exceed the funds available, pnority shall be given 10
persons with the greatest financial need as determined by each educational institution.

(31A student who receives a state university scholarship award or who receives other
scholasships or grants may be eligible for funds under this Act if the total amount af the
student’s scholurships and grants 15 less than the stwdent’s financial need. A student's
scholarship and grants may be increased by funds from the program under this act up o
the level of maxinum grant as provided in subsection (1)



SECTION 7. Source of Funds. — The budget for the Grant Program wiil be extracted from the
Commussion’s ligher Education Development Fund.

SECTION 8. (iifis, Grants, Donations, and Devises: Accepiance Authorized: Annual Keporr, -
The Commission may also accept gifis. grants. donations, and devizses_ from whatever sources_ of
real. personal, or mixed property and monev for the purpases described in this Act. The
{Commission shall prepare an annual report of all gifts, granis, donations, and devises received.

SECTION 9. Implementing Rules. - The Cernmission shall promulgate rules 10 mnplement the
provision of this AcL

SECTION 10. Separability Clanse.  If any provision or part thereof is held vnconstimutional of
imvalid. the remainder of the law or the provision not otherwise affected shall remain vald and
subsisting.

SECTION 11. Repealing Clause. — Any law, presidential decree or issuance, executive order,
letter of instmiction, administrative order. rule or regulation contrary to, or inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act is hereby repealed, modified or amended accordingly.

SECTION 12 Effectivity Clause. — This Act shall ke effect fifteen (15) davs afier its
publication in at Icast two (2) newspapers of general circulation.

Approved.

HOMN. JULIETA R, CORTUNA

HON. MARIANO U, PIAMONTE JR,



