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EXPLAMATORY MOTE

The Philippines has an average annuz: rainfall of apcut 2,400 mm which Is enough o
meet the annua: water demand for crop sroguction However, This amount of minfalt s not
evesly aistributad thirougnout the year it mast 23rts of the courtry. 1 some areas, thers i3
“too much” ramfail, resulting to axcessive suface rum-off, sevare erosion, siliaticn of rivers,
ard fisading curing the ralny season, Ang 7 oiner pans or’ tha zountry, thara may be "ioo
litzle” tc provids a sustained hase flow i scopert creg production espacially during The dry
season, pariicularly In the upland areas.

rhe mpeaten s furines aggravetec oy 1ne cont noous degradazion of gur watersneds,

m
[l
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O33N Byt # oproperly measgges, weisrsreds cen pr ovide a continuing flow of watar tc a

prsticuiar water body [e.g. river, creaxs a0g sircalrs; and o man-made Ywater use outlets”

3 ot ReEltaces I most recery astimalay (LiESP,

SuChl @s dams, rigaTion sysiams, or water sucoiy tasa-off points.

Micracver, about 45% of the araple 3nds in tne Philippines have bees rmodersiaiy 1o
sevarely eroded, iriggaring the movemen: o subsistence farmers to marginal lands wizh tne
nope of meeting thair day-to-day foos recuirement. Aporoximaisly 5.2 & ha are severely
eroded and 8.5 M ha are modarately ercdad reguiting to 20-50% raduction in soll productivity
and water retenilon capacity. This situaticn wili predispose the degraded lands tc drougnt 2nd
other watar availability problarms.

A retated chalienge is the country's parennial problem of food insufficiency in nght of
our grewing popdiation. This calls for the deve:enment of new araas for food producsion.



The developmeant and manazement of the fountry's waler resources are ceitical
interyentions because the availability of water [or fack of water} impacts on the country’s
ahility to increase agricuitural productivity, which is fundamental to food securiy. Protection
and efficient management of the watersheds ensure the coatinuous water base flow and
contribute to environmentzt sustainability  There is a3 need, therefore, to ensure waier
availability for sustainable sgriculturai deveiogment white parallel intervention:s shouic be
pursued to arrest rapid environmenta! degradation.

Tha bill, thus, aims to promote scil and water conservation technologies and praztices
through the National Scil and Water Corservation Program. The targeted sector of the
nragram consists of lacal government units and marginalized farmers in the rain-fed upiands,

Lnder the water conservation efforts in the Pragram, environment-frizndly rainwater
karvesting structures will be constructed in the middle to upper reaches of the ugiands ano
watershede with predominantly rolling 1o hilly topograghy. The depressions and smail iniand
valigys in these argas can be harnessed for small water reservoir development which would
then be uatilized by poor upland farming communities for agricdltural produciion. The
en<isaged Fragram will also include watershed protection, development and managemeant as
Mmaar companents,

Likewise, sustainable upland developrment 13 alse one of the priority thrusts of the
sovernment under Executive Order 606 (Pursuing Sustainable Upland Development dnchoring
on Foad, Wood and Non-Weod Security gang Econamic Productivity]. Rainwater harvesting can
sanIribute to thg attainment of sustainapie upland deveiopment through the involiement of
locai communities who will manage and maintain bath the rainwater harvesting systems anc
the fccai watersheds, which are important in recharging ground and surface water that will
teaed into the water wmpounding dams.

Loncomitant 1o water conservation actiities are soi conservation activities. Thers are
vartcus soil conservation measures that could he implemented in the uplands to protect the
envronmment while attaining agricuitural productivity, These will reduce the risks of natural
disastars and anhance the adoption mechanism of farmers and communities to climate
thange. Moregver, it will also enhance focd security, improve farm househeld income, protect
resource base and/or environment and prepare the community against the threats of
upcoming natura: calamity,

-1 view of the foregoing, the passage of this bili is earnestly sousht.
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SECTION L $hori Tiite, - This Act shad Se xhows 33 the “Safl and Waier Conservation At of
20117,

SELTION 2, Deoloroiion of Policy, 11 is haraoy daclared the policy of the 5iate te gromote and
support soil and waler consgivation *tachnoicges and appioachas through the devalocpment,
orametion, and Implamentation of soif anc water conservation Tacilities inciuding rainwater
barvasting systams in the cowntry. Towards this and, tha State shall suppert sustainatle land
~anagemaent {SLM! programs for livelthoad imorovemeni, prevention of land degradaticn and
pratecrion of the environment and natural resource basa,

EECTION 3, Definition of Terms. - As used ‘v this Arr the following terms shall mear:
a; “Rainwatar harvesting systam” rafers to 2 svstern composed of three subsystams -
coirgction, siorsge and distriboton, wh'en @' {0 sicre water in coniainass above or
Geiow greund and for groundwater -echa-ge.
o} “Soi Conservation” refers 1o the managemen: of soil to prevent or raduce soil erosicn
anc dapleticn by wind and water.

“water Consarvalion”  rafers <o ire  proteciion, dewvelopmens, and  eficient

menagement of wiier resourcas for ceneficial purposas,

4, “lanc degradaticn” rafers [o the recucmtion inothe capscily the lasd ie pedform
acogystem functions and servicas that suppon soriely and development.

2! "Pump Irrigation Sysizm for Open Scurces {PISOSY rofers o system in which 5 purn
Sfis water from streams, rivars, |zkes, resarvoirs and other surface water sournes 1o the
rnain canal for distribution in the target service ares.

fi “Rain-fad"” rafers to an area not served ov any irrigation facilities and relas on rainfall
forcrop 2nd anima: production.

g1 "Sustaimable Land Managarment (SLASY refers to the usa of land resources, inciuaing
scils, water, animals and plants, for tha proguction of goods to mest changing human
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razds, while simuitanacusly ansusing the wong-term productive potential of these
resolrces and the maintanance of ther environmenial functions.

b “Sgi and Water Conservation Technoiogies” refers t¢ measuras that control soii and
watar degradation and enhance prococtivity in tha Tiald.

1 ¥Esi and Water {enservation Approachas™ raters to ways and maars of sucpor tnat
Rap it inrTrodaoe, Cmpiement, scapr end appiv sl and weter conservation
tecssoiogles nthe Fald,

OovLmane” rafers o the exiansive poIon ST iang acated wilhin 100-200 mas: w ik siope
o less than LB,

SECTION 8, The Motional Spil ond Voter Conservation Progrars. - In order to the address ihe
provlem of land degradation whieh affzets the state and managemeant of cur natural rascurces,
a MNayiors! Seil ard Wager Consarvation Program, hereinafier refarred io as the Frogrem, is
haraoy aestablishad. The Frogram sha)l foment synergles batwean agriculiumal prodociviny
ivprovement and susiainabie lanc managemernt inrcegh the promatior and imp.emeniation
of s¢l! ang watar cansarvation technelogies a3 aooroachas.

The Suread of 501) and Water Manegement shali prapare the Maticnal Scii ana Waisr
Conservation Frograrn subject o the agorove! of the Secreisry of the Ceparment of
AgHruiture. Upor Implamantatiaon, the Sursaw of a7 and Water Managerment shali subrmi an
akrual siawds report within five (3} vears 1o T Saorerany of e Dapartment of Agricditere for
"BV IEW ARG agisesmeni,

B |

ECTiON S0 Gpols ond Ohjsciives - Sur<iar: (2 ife adove daciaration, tne Program shai
doprhe foowine objectives.

"o eslaniisn one thousand 11,2000 520 a2 vwarer Conservation Guided Farms within
“we (3} years from the effactivity of c=is Act o showsase sustainabla land maragement
best practices such as but not limites to sloping agricultural fand technclegy, organic-
tased agriculiura, farm waste ancd residue managemant, wasiawater recyching and re-
us@, ranwater hatvesting or combiraticn of fwe or more of these practices inciuding
2pproacnes Lo implament these practices;

b} To esiablish ten thousand {10,00C} uniis of small-scale rainwater harvasiing systams
consisting of ralhwater resarvair develepmeni, watershed managemeant, and sarvica
area development in strategic up:and areas in BD provinces, within five [5) vears from
tha effeciivity of this Act: and

¢) To capaciiate and empower LGUs ara farimars assoclations in the implementation and

oparation and magintanance of scii ana waier conservation moedeat farms and rainwater

Harvasiing systern,

SECTON & dnpdemnenting Agency. — The Suresy of Scil and Watar Management under ik
SecaT eni T Apriculivre sha, sorveo 3 ecnncal and sdmiinizirative saecratarar of e
Frogears, fnrmulate znd impeeonen: bre Srogreoe ave s cirer policies and chiaciives of tnis
ALt are periortr such other ditties 2s mav o2 23s'gnan io il by the Secratary of e Depanmant

of Agricciture in relation to the pitacivigs of tnis Azt

SECTION 7. Formers ond lrrigators” Associoricns.  — The Bureal of Soil and Waier
Mansgement in coordination with tne loca! govarnmeant units shall encourage and assist
farmers and irrigators to organize thernsewvas into sszoclations and/or cooDarativas, equip
them with greater capability through technical assistanca on soil and water conservation, and



assist them in obiaining maore gredi facilites to devalop and operate soil and waier
conservallon faciities:

The Bureau of S0 and Water Management 0 ceordination with the focal governmant
units shal: aiso regisier ang accradit sech zssogigtions and cooperatives for purpeoses of
participetior in i=e National Scil and Water Cansarvation Program: Provided, Tnat tha Zuresu
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Sf 8o 3no Watar Managemeant 3nac locs. govertrrant anits shall not directly or ndirectly
mfoEren tme TArmats intne axarcise of tnew oacios of sewciion of candidatas or lesdar o
ThE TrEEn ImioTs

IoH ooho Wongr Cnnservoblon Soided Forros. — The Bureau of Sci z2rd WET.E’
ot fkg':t tre-Regicnal Fieid Lnits (2AGRRY
siablieh one thousand (1,200 5ok and

=
T»-'!E‘-Egﬁ."‘rﬁi—; w7 T PACINErsTip wWLIN ine Deps
ape coeeamnad Jiv Socety Crganizations | . E%
Water Conservation Guided Farms [(3WIE5 for tne Sewt Tue [3) years upon effectivity of this
Act as model farms tRat wil showease sob 2ne waer consenvarior sporcachas and

Tacknmiogies

Petential sitas snall be identifiec and seiscted, wring zpprovad site saleciion criteria, in
coordiration with concernae local government cnits and farmers assoclaticns. Selacted siias
shali oe ﬁub-'ected to various field sur\.feys, cio-ghvsica’ charactarization, aned socic-accnarnic

shal: be D.-"eparad in comul‘natlon with farrmars Dasad on the sites’ bie-physical sharactasistics,
MErKel potentiz: of crops to be produced capabiiiy and rescuices of farme~coooerators to
mahage the farm. The Sall and water Cornzervation Guided Farms shall be estaplished in

cordzace with the of Soil and Water Censervation Farm Plan, farmers’ capabilittas and
creferences, ard avanable resources

Tre concernad lacal gavermienl Lnig Strough the Ofe2 of Maaicloal Agricuinar
na: prov.ce sgriculture support and seaices o the farmer-cooperatoss of Soi: and W.EIIEJ
cnservation Guided Farms to enswre its swsiainani’ty and 1acilitate broadar adogticr ov mare
Frears wiihin a locality,
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EECTION S, Aainster [arvesting Seructorgs, — Thne Bureau of 501 and Watar Maragement
Cepariment of Agriculiure-Regional Fizld iz 2ra0d facllifzie the construction of e ess tnan
tan thoosand (10,000) units of smrali-scale ralmwaies narvesting structures in strategic upland
areas for tne nexi five [S) vaars unon effectivity of this Acl: Provided, however, That the 3ureac
cf Sali 2rd Water Managemant shail not des.ci more than ten percant {10%) for engineering,
technical, arnd other ovarhaad axpenses or fess.

The 3ureau of ol and Water Managaaenrt shall turn over the smai-scale salawatar
haryasting strocturas to the lacal goverament woit wherain sald structure is located. Subiset ic
N2 requirements to ba set by Buraau of So and Waier Managamani, the local goversman
Ly shal socordingly select farmer zadfor irrigator’s associaticns to dperate, marage snd
mhALETS e EirucTure.

SECH UM UL Wisrefzd Manggemznt Pios, - Tha Secsan of 8ot and Water Management snal
orovice Lehhr.u:d; support 2ad assistance 1o tne ool governmant units in the preparstion of
Watarsned Managemant Plan (WMWY in criticad watershads inzluding waterssheds of Raimwater
Haivasiing facilities that will be established snrougn This Acs



SECTION 11, Reseorch, Develnoment pnd Excension Services. — The Bureaw of Scil and Watar
Managsiment ang the Agricultua? Training institute urder the Depzaiment of Agrouiure, and
tne State Lniversities and Coliegas with agricuitural programs, snall provide comprenensive
technical assistance in research, deveicpment and extension services on soii and water
consenaticn approzches and tachnoiogies to iscal governmant units and farmers and
irrigatcre associnlions.

Tmo Surazac of Soioand Water Ma
iir'ts are Yusther dirac‘ted fo assist tne

nenaticizries and/or cooperanors of S3oi 2no Wyeter Guides Farms unad smal-scale aimwatar
.{

P Dzpartmant of Agriculiure-Ragional Fles
. goverameht wolis in the corduct of trainings oy

Naryast.ng sysialms priot [o onarat nn anc’or Tarn-over of said facllitizs, As such, The 3ureas &
o WeoLer Macagemert snali deve oo 5::;‘::-.'1319 iralhing modulss and cocparate wih
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thne AETuiluid! Vraining nstituis atraconoLs treinirg o iminers Tor agricuitura! tachnicians
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SECTION 1Z, irppigmmgating Rules ood Regonwions. — A Committea, compozsc of a
mprgsaciatvye from the Deparmment of Agrceiore 3orezwe of Scils ana Water Manasgamant,
sigation Acministration, Mailonal Watar Resources
3card, Jepartment of Environment and MNetural Rescurces, Departmant of tha Intaricr and
‘oca! Governrnent, Philipping informaticn Agency together with a rapresentative froin the
State Universities and Colleges with agriculivre! crograms, duly racognizes farmers’ ang

irrigators’ associations, and duly recognized agvicwitul enginesrs’ association, shal: formulale
=znd prascribe, after pubiic hearing =nd puoication os reauired by [w, the impiemeanting rules
and reguiations in ordar f¢ carry out the arovisions of this Act, The representaiives from the
Department of Agricuiture and 3ureau of 527 and Water Managemant shall ba the chairman
gnd (he vice-chairman, respeciivaly, of tha Commitraa.

UJ

Agricuura:l Training nsiiture, heticnas !

SECTION 12, Approprioiinns, - Trne amount necessary [0 carry out the purposess of thiz Acr s
rargny suthorzed o be appropriatad in the Ganeral Aparoprisiions Act to be mace available
wizhin one {1) vear fram the approval of 175 Act. Thereafer, coniinuing epprooriztions shall

Be aps-octiated 0 subseguent Genaral Asgrooranors Anls: Provided, Thas the aporopriation,
v yve merooses oF s Act, shall a5t fe teoocel ov fongrass beiow The armmount aogrcoratac
TotrE ey oS yoerand, attar aooroval s0a ol scdiomeiically and regularly reiessac,

SECT:DA 14 fepeohing Llouss, - Al aws or paris therecf. decrees, arcars rlies anc

reguiations meonsistant with the provisions ©f s Ag® are hereby repeaied or medified
accorcingly.

SECTION 15, Separmbilfty Ciouse. - ¥ any of ine provisions of this Act s deciared invaid, the
other provisions which are not affected thareoy skall remain to be in full force and eTFecr

SECTION 16, Effectivity Cinuse. - This Aot sha'itake effzct immediately following s pusihcation
N a nawspaper of ganaral creulation or in the Uiz Gezetie, whichever comes first.
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