Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City

15" Congress
First Regular Session

HOUSE BILI NO. 4629

Introduced by: REPRESENTATIVE MARK LLANDRO L. MENBOZA

AN ACT STRENGTHENING THE ANIMAL INDUSTRY AND
VETERINARY SERVICES IN THE PHILIPPINES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The challenges in food animal production and health during the last decade had been
enormous. The presence of new and emcrping animal diseases, especially those thal
are transmissible to humans, demands of globalization, eflects of climate change.
dependence on agricultural imports, our burgeoning population and pervasive rural
poverty have all impeded the full development of the animal industry, thereby posing
real threats 10 our nation’s food security. The agricultural seclor contributed 18% to
the National Gross Domestic Product (NGDP) of which 26% to 28% or abu: ¢ I'340
billion was contributed by the livestock and poultry sub-sector under the auspices of
the Bureau of Animal Industry (3Al). The BAI, established by law in 1930 as a line
bureau was able to carry out its mandate of increasing food animal production and
maintaining the health of food animals. However, in 1987, its repional line functions
were decentralized pursuant to Executive Order No. 292 (Administrative Code of
1987). When the Local Government Law was enacted and implemented in 1991, most
of the veterinary field services were devolved to the local government units (LGUs).
With regard to its domestic activities, BAI has been relegated to a staff bureau
witheut control ever the regional and local vetennary services and animal production
as well as animal welfare. This inadequacy contribmed to the inability of the BAI o
mmediately and effectively institute measures n the prevention, control and
eradication of

harmful/zoonotic animal diseases on a pational scale and international scale such as
the prevention of entry of exotic animal diseases, contrel and eradication of domestic
animal and zoonotic diseases (e_.g.. Hiphly Pathogenic Avian Influcnza or dird Thy,
Mad Cow, Rabies, Lepiospirosis, Ebola Reston Virus in pigs). Likewige, this .as aisn
affected the implementation of national policies and standards on animal production
and welfare cffectively. The Philippines officially recogaizes the intemational kealth
puidelines of the Worid Organisation for Animal Healih (OIE) and Sanitary-
Phytosanitary {SPS) measures sct by the World Trade Organization {WTQO) in maticrs
of trade facifitation. However, there are problem areas in their proper implementation.
Issues relating to ebservance of acceptable level of drug residues m animal products
and lack of enforcing authority on confiscation/destruction of contaminated or
suspected to be infected animals and amimal products, farm accreditabon, ammal
traceability and establishment of disease—free areas are some of the health concems



facing the animal indusiry. With these evoilving challenges since its inceplion more
than 80 years ago, the BAl must keep abreast with plobal developments. Hence, we
now need an expanded but LIMITED LINE AUTHORITY in the delivery of
functional and efficient Veterinary Services in the country. It 13 thercfore imperative
that this proposed Act be enacted inic law in order to further improve the animal
industry and strengihen the veterinary services of the Philipnines through an agency 1o
be called the “Nationa! Livesiock and Veterinary Services Authority (NVESA) in lieu
of the current BAT as provided for in this proposed Act.
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Republic of the Philippines
HIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVESR

Quezon City

Fifteeath Congress
First Regular Session

H{WUSE ﬁFIr;i: NO. 462 5

[ntroduced by Honorable Mark ilandro L. Mendoza

AN ACT STRENGTHENING THE ANIMAL INDUSTRY AND
VETERINARY SERVICES IN THE PHILIPFINES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representurives of the Philippines in Congress assembled:

Section 1.
Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS
Tide. - This Act shall be known as the “Ammal [ndustry and Veterinary Services 1 of 20107,

Dectaration of Policy. - 1t shall be the policy of the State to promote and protect animal health
and welfare, recognize the importance of efficient delivery of sanitary measures. establish a
modemn and responsive national veterinary aothority, encourage the participation of various
velerinary service providers, and secure the development of the animal industry in the aitainment
of greater safeguards and food security for the couminy's animal and human populations.
improved public health and environment, and eahanced global trade competitiveness.

Coverage. - 'This Act shall apply w all programs, activities and undertakings of persons.
corporations, associations, organizations, smatl-hold farmers, entities, or government agencies
that, directly or indirectly, deals on (1) animal health related maters such as, but not limited 1o,
(a) animal and zoonotic disease diagnosis, treatment, prevention, conirol and eradication. {b)
carly detection systerms and compulsory reporting of impor.ant animal discases and zoonoses, (c)
inspection: and monitoring of (i) animals, animal products and by-products (ii) animal facilities,
premises, equipment, means of transportation and other inanimate things in contact with animals
and/or animal products (iit) animal feeds, feed ingredients, supplements and additives, (iv)
vetennary drugs, biologicals, immunologica! products, cosmetics and devic-s. {2) animal
welfare, (3) training and research on animal health and welfare, marketing and extension
services, and product development, (4} rational and judicious use of veterinary drugs. biologicals
and diagmostic reagrents in animals; {5) management, penetic improvement and operations of
beef cattle, poultry and small ruminant farms of the government for conservation of nabive
domestic breeds,

Opjeciives. The State shall endesvor 1o achieve the following cbjectives:

To protect human and environmental heakh from hazasds caused by anima! diseases and
ZOONOSES,

Fo establish a modern and responsive veterinary services;

Yo formulate, promote, enforce, implemeat rules, palicier and programs for the promotion of
animal health, animal welfare and environment-friendly animaf production processes:

To institutionalize inter-agency, multi-sectoral and Yocal govermmenl cooperation on animal
health and veterinary scrvice programs:

To ensurs animal food production safety and food security in support of poverty : .leviation;
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6. To guaraniee compliance and harmonization of sanitary and phytosamitary (5P5) measures and
other veterinary protocols with international standards;

T, To promote an environment of global livestock made competiveness.

8. To establish nucleus and mulnplier livestock breeder and production farms in support of the
rovernment's modemization programs in agriculiure,

Section 3. Definition of Terms. - As used in this Act, the followi.g terms and phrases shall mean as
follows:

Acecreditation — refers 1o the procedure by which govemment agency having jurisdiction formalls recognizes
the competence of an inspection and/or centification body 1o provide inspection aad erufication
services,

Agribusiness — refers to the various businesses involved in food production, including farming, breed and
feed  supply, agrichemicals, farm and processing machinery, wholesale and  distribation.
processing, marketing and retail sales. [1 also means making a “simple farmer”™ or ~small backs ard
operater” into an “entreprencur,” by legalizing their business venture with distine identity and by
developing their own compelitive edie in the industry group where they belong,

Animal - refers to vertebrate and inveriebrate species whether domestic or wild (exotic or indigenous)
animals which maybe food producing, comparion, aguatic, laboratory including birds. worms, bees
and burterflies. The term ¢acludes human and non-mammalian aguatic species.

Animal facility — refers (o structures or premises geacrally used for the purpose of caring, brecding. rearing.
helding, gaming, (raining, trading, treating and exhibition su:h as hot not limited to, farms, zoos,
avianes, apianies, kennels, racetracks, cackpits, pet shops, pounds, animal rescue cemers, airport
and seaport quarantine stations, animal holding facilites, stables, livestock  markets.
slavghterhouses, veterinary clinics, and veterinary hospitals.

Animal Health - relers to the over-all physical condition and well-being of animal{s).

Animal {dentification - refers to the combination of the identification and registralion of an animal
individually, with a unigque identifier, or collectively by its cpidemiological unit ar group. with a
unique proup identifier.

Animal Identification System - refers 10 the inclusion and linking of component such as identification of
establishments, owners, person or persons respensible for the animal(s), amimal movements and
other records wilth an animal identification.

Animal Industry — refers to any activity relating to the production, breeding, caring, rearing_ helding. trading.
transporting and use of all amimals; animal processing, marketing and fesd milling:

Animal Health Technician - refers to any person who is autherized by the Professional Regulations
Commission o carry out certain designated and delegated tasks under the respeonsibilin and
supervision ol & duly licensed veterinanian,

Animal Production Food Safety and Security - refers 10 measures taken in farms and production areas 1o
safeguard the health of the consuming public and ensure that the [ood derived therefrom is safe and
of sufficient quantity or supply. This includes mcasures taken to regulate and comrel the
inroduction af noa-foed animals to the food chain,

Animal Products und By-Producis - refer 1o any mear, far, milk whey, cream, buter, cheese. epg or other
food o foodstufls derived from an animal; of any part of the viscera of an animal, hide_ ekin. hair
wool, feathers, shell, horn or hoof; or any aricie or substance derived from dung, unine, feces,
bone, or blood of an ammal; or any secretion of an animal or any product or biological preparation
made or derived from any anumal tissue or animal secretion; or gny anticle or substance derived
front an animal such as semen, whether or not in combination with any article or substance: Or any
article or substance or thing that is declared by order to be an animal product for the purposes of
this Act

Animaf Repistry -

Border P{:_iﬂ - n:l:i:m te any airport, of seaport, milway station or road check-point open o domestic and
imernational trade of commoditics, where veterinary inspecticns are performed.
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Buffer Zone - refers to an area established 1o protect the health status of animals in a disease frev country or
discase frec cones, from those in a country or sonc of a different animal health status. using
measures based on the epidemiology of the disease under consideration to prevent spread of the
causative pathogenic agent into a free country or free zone. These measures may include. but are
not limited to, vaccination, movement contrel and an imensified degree of disease sumveillance,
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certification bodies provide written or equivalent assurance that animal control systems conform w
reguitemenis,

Chief Veterinary Officer - refers to a veterinarian who has the responsibility and compotence of ensuring
and supervising the implementation of animal health and welfare measures, international veterinary
certification and other standards and guidebines in the Tomesirial Animal Health Code of the
World Organization for Animal Heaith or Organization internationad des Fpeootivs (OIE) n the
entire Country.

Compartment - refers to one or more establishments under a commen biosecurity massgement system
containing @n animal subpopulation with a distinct health staws with respect o a .pecific disease
or diseases for which required surveillance, control, biosecurity measures have been applicd for the
purpose of international trade.

Competent Anuthority — relers to the NLVSA which is the official authority charged by the gosecrsment in the
controd of animal health, welfare, ammal production food safery and veterinary services.

Confiscation - refers to taking into custody of animals, animal parts and/or products, and/or of animal effects
by the compelent suthority for its proper disposal for having been the subject of vielauon of rules
and regulations or posing risk to general buman and animal welfare.

Conirol Area or zone - refers 10 an area around the infected area where resirictions will reduce andfor Tt
the chanece of further spreading the disease.

Diseayes - refer to the impairment of normal stale of living animals showing  sub-clinical
clinical/pathological manifestation with infectious and non-infectious condition.

Early detection system - refers to a system for the timely detection and identification of amimal and zoonotic
diseases which mcludes the following characeeristics, namely: (a) representative coverage of target
animal populations by veterinary fiekd senvices: (b)) ability to underake rocting disease
investigation and reporting; {c) access to laboratories capable of diagnosing anu aifferentiating
relevamt diseases; and {(d) training program for veterinarans and animal health technicians for
detecting and reporting unusuzl disease occurrence.

Emerging Disease - refers to a new infection resulting from the evolution or change of an existing
pathogenic agent, a known infection spreading to a new geographic area or population. or a
previously unrecognizable pathogenic agent or disease diagnosed for the first time and which has a
significant impact on animal or public bealth.

Epidemiology - mefers to the science concerned with the study of factors determining and influencing the
frequency and distribution of disease, injury and other health-relgted cvents and their causes in a
defined population.

Eguivalence of Sanitary Measures - refers 1o the state wherein the sanitary measure{s} proposed by the
exporting country as an altcrnative to those of the importing country achieve(s) the same lesve! of
peciection

Eradication - refers to the elitnination of & pathogenic agent or disease from the country ar 7one area‘region.
Establisfmens - refers to entities engaged in the manufaciure, production, preparation, handl g importation,
exportation, sale, storage, ofter for sale, dismbution, transfer, use, testing, promotion. ahertising

or sponsership of animals, animal products and by-products, veterinary drugs and biological
products, feeds and feed ingredients, cosmetics, and dovices.

Exporting Country - refers to the country of origin of commadities which are sent t another country,

Feed - refers to a mixture or combination of feed ingredients, supplements and additives, in any torm, by
specific formula 10 be fed directly as a sole ratior 10 animals which is capable of fumishing the
nutritional needs or requirements of the anunal in order to maintain lite, promote growth,
production and reproduction without any additional substance except water.

- 3
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Feed Inpgredients - refer 1o all articles, n any form, that are added or mixed into the composition or which
are used as raw materials in the formularion of a feed or ration, base feed, base mix, concentrate,
feed supplement, feed additive, specialty feed and/or special [eed preparation pu.orting to supply
additional nutrients, such as but not limited to, proteins, carbohydrates, fats, mn s, simming,
prowtih promoting factors and/or correcting nutrinional disorders,

Free Zone - refers to an area which the absence of the disease under consideration bas been complied in
accordance with the requirements specified in the Terrestrial Code of the OIE for ey status being
met. Within the 2one and a1 s borders, appropriate official veterinary control is effectiveh
apphcd for animals and animal products, and their transportation.

Gevernance — refers to the process by which the Philippines government {national, regional and Jocal).
private sector, industry associations and other stakehaolders collectively solve the problems, needs
and concemns of the animal industry.

Hazard - refers o a biological, chemical or physical agent in. or a condition of an animal or animal product
with the potential to cause an adverse heaith eflec.

Indemnification - refirs to the pavment for any loss of animals or damage to its by-products n acconlance
with the puidelines established by the Veterinary Authoricy.

Infected Zone - refers to an area in which the discase voder consideration is present.
Livestock - refers to tood animals including poulin.

Livestock Agribusiness Marketing - refers to the critical roles marketing plays in the successful operation of
an agribusiness firm by focusing on the six major parts of agribusiness marketing system such as:
I} the agricultural input industries; 2) the impact of technology-mduced changes on production
practices and the need for marketing awareness on the part of farmers as a way to achieve greater
profiability; 3) the commodity processing and food manufacturing industries; 4} the food
wholesaling and retailing industries: 5) the food scrvice indusiry; and 6) cooperative agnbusiness.

Livestock Marketing System ~ refers to livestock economics system that relies upon the markets and market
forces 10 allocate resources and goods, to determme prices and quaniities of cach product that will
be produced.

Marketing — refers 1o the process of planning the conception, pricing, p-omution and disinbution af goods
apd services to create exchanges that satisfy individual and organizational objectives.

Market Infrastruciure — rvefers o facilities including, st not limited o livestack “oksyon™ market,
wel'public market buildings. weighing scale center, holding pens, warehouses, m.rket information
centers, staughterhouses, connecting roads. transport and communication and cold 1rage used by
the livestock fammers in marketing their produce.

Marketing Informazion System - refers 1o an information system concerned with the collection. storage, and
anahysis of information and data tor marketing decision making purposes. Information for use in
marketing information systems is gathered from cuestomers, competitors and their products, and
from the market itsell,

Marketing Intelligence - refers 1o data/information obtamed both publicly & privately by market plavers that
reflect @ myriad of factors regarding prices, stocks, mends, government policics affecting supply or
demand, production and consumgption af products, by-products and allisd products in an indusin,.
e.2. aninal industry, o achieve 2 marketing oy business-relaied compelitiveness.

Market Revearch - cefers to the identification of a specific markei and measurement of ts size and other
charactenistics collected from ditect observation of the concuamers (such as in Tetaid siores), mail

surveys, telephone or face-to-face inmerviews, and from published sources isuch as demographic
data},

Notifiable Disease - refers to discase listed by the Veterinany, Auwthority, and that as soon a8 delecied or
suspected. must be brought to the attemtion of the Velerinary Authority, in ¢ cordanee with
natwmal regulations.

Notification - f'efers to the procedure by which the Local Velcnnary Authority informs the Nauoaal
Veteninary Authority, of the occurrence of an outbreak of disease or infection.



OE (Office Internationale dex Epizootis) or the World Orpanization for Animal Healh - 5 the
inlergovernmental organizalion responsibie for improving animal hcalth worldwide, I s
recognized as a reference organization by the World Trade Oraanization (WO}

Querantine - refers 10 the act of isolating animals from other animals with no direct or indirect contact with
vther animals. o prevent the transmission of specified pathogends) while the animals are
undergouyg observation, and. it appropriate. testing and treatment, for a specified length of time
and:or 10 determine their freedom from disease,

Production processes - refer to the transtormational sieps in the conversion of raw matenals 1o finished
preducts.

Poalry — includes chickens, trkeys, puinca fowl. gamefowls, ducks, geese, quails, pigeons. pheasants,
parridges. and ratites reared or kept in captivity for breeding, production of meal or cyggs for
consumption or for re-stocking supplies of game.

Professional Regulation Commission - Board of Veterinary Medicine (PRC-BVM} - refers woan
aulonomoeus authority regulating veterinarians and animal health echnivians.

uarantine Starion - refers to a facility under the control of the veterinary services where animals are under
S
quarantinefisHation for observation.

Risk - refers 1o the likelihood of the occurrence and the likely magnitude of consequences of an adverse
event to arimal or human health in the importing country dut .ng a specitied time period. as a result
of hazardous elements.

Risk Analysis - refers to the process composed of hazard identification, risk assessment, rish management,
and risk communication.

Risk Assessment - refers 1o the evaluation ol the likelihood and the biological and economic woi.sequences of
entry. establishment, or spread of a pathogenic agent within the territory of an importing countrs

Risk Communication - relers (0 the interactive exchange of information on risk among risk assessors. risk
managers and other interested parties,

Risk Munagement - refers to the process of ldentifving. selecting and implementine measurss that can be
applied to reduci: the level of risk.

Sanitary Measure - refers 1o any scheme or strategy applicd 1o protect animal or human health or life within
the termitory of the country from the risks arising from the entry, cstablishment or spread of a
hazardous element.

Sanmitury and Phytosanitary Measures - refers 1o the se1 of legal framewaork for inernational trade of
animals. ammal products and by-producis, veterinany bio'ogics, drugs, products and devices.
ammal leeds and feed ingredients that is safe for public, animal and plant health with important
provisions on harmonization, equivalence. assessment of risk and appropriate level ol proteciion.
regionalization, lransparency and notification.

Shipping Permir - refers 10 the document issued by the N1LVSA authorizing the person ina” and therein W
stip or transport the stated items to their indicaled destinationds).

Third party certification or independent certification is detined as when a firm requires thar its suppliers
mel 3 certain standard and requests an independent organization that is not imvobved in the
business relationship to control the comphiance of the supplicrs.

Fraceability - refers 10 the ability to follow or monitor the history/recerd of &n animal or proup of animaly
durg al} stages of its 1ife.

Vaceimation - refers tu the successful immuaization of susceptible anfmals through the administration of
approprigte immunizing agents comprising of antigens or bactering or any agent appropriate to the
disearse 10 be controfled.

Veterinarian - refers to a person who has been registercd and issued 1 valid cenificate of registrarion and
professional identificarion card by Professional Regulalon, Commission Soard of Velerinan
Medicime al the Philippines,

Veterinary Authority - refers to the government authority, comprising ol duly licensed veterinarians, having
the responsibility and competence of ensuring or supervising the implementation ¢ arimal health

- 3
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and welfare measures, international veterinary certification and other standards and guidelines in
the Ternsstrial Code of the OLE (World Organization for Animal Health),

Veterinary Riplogical Products - reters (o all microorpanisms ({viruses, bacteria, fung:. prolozoa. ec.).
compenents or products of microorganisms, antigens, antisera, bacterins, immunoglobulins and
analogous products of natural or of synthetic origin, including geneticatly modified organisms,
diagnostic kits and reagents, serums, toxins and antitoxins intended for use in the diagnosis,
prevention and treatment of animal diseases and for research purposes, -

Veterinary Cosmetics - tefers to any substance or preparation intenued to be placed in contact with the
various external parts of the animat body or with the teeth, muccus membrangs of the oral cavity.
with a view exclusively or mainly to cleaning them, perfuming them, changing their appearance
and/or correcting the body odor, and/ar protecting the body or keeping the same in sood condition,

Veterinary Device - refers to any instruments, apparaluses, implements, machincs. appliances or
conlnivances, including their components, parts and accessories intended for use in the diagnosis,
cure, mitigation, treatment and prevention of animal diseases or to atfect the structure or amy
tunction ol the body or animals.

Veterinary Drug - refers (o articles for use in the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment or prevention of
diseases of animals.

Veterinary Products — as use in this Act shall collectively refer to veterinary biologicals, drugs, devices, and
cosmetics as defined hercin and to other substances applied to animal facilities such as but not
limited to disinfectams, insecticides, and substances that modify or extend physiclogical functions,
behaviors or availability such as but not limited to hormones, growth promotants. piobiotics and
acidifiers.

Veterinary fnspector - refers to any duly-licensed veterinarian employd by the national or local government
unit primarily tasked to diagnose, investigate and control animal diseases and other such duties
stipulated in this Act.

Veterinary Personinel — refers to an employee working in a vetennary office.

Veterinary Services - refer 1o the activities in the implermentation of animal health, welfare, ved and food
safety by government and non-government organizations.

Zone / Region - refers 10 a clearly defined pant of the counoy contaiining an animal subpopulation with a
distinct heaith status with respect w a specific disease for which required surveiilance. control and
biosecurity measures have been applied for the purpase of international trade.

Zoonosis - refers to any disease or infection which is naturally ransmissible from animals 1 humar.

Chapter I
STRUCTURE, POWERS AND FUNCTIONS

Section 6. Yhe Natiomal Livestock and Veterinary Services Authoriy. - The Bureau of Animai Industy
(BAl) shall be renamed as thc “Narional Livestock and Veterinary Services Authority
(NLVSAY", an attached line agency up to the regional level under the Department of
Agriculture, chiefly responsible for overseeing and promoting the health, welfare and
productivity of the nationat amimal population for food safcty, food s¢.arity and rural
development..

The N.VSA shail be headed by a Director General, with the rank of underscorctary, who must
possess a minimum experience of ten {10} years in prctice as a duly licenscd veterinagian. He
shal} be assisted by a2 Deputy Director General for Regulatory Services and & Depury Director
General for Research, Development and Extensian Services, who, likewise, must both possess a
minimum cxperience of ten {{ () years practice as a duly licensed veterinarian.

The Director General, and Deputy Directors General shall be appointed by the President of the
Philippines, while, the Center Directors, Regional Directers and Director for Administative
Support Services shall be appointed by the Secretary of Agriculture. All personiel below the
Birector and Regional Director levets shall be appoinied by the Dircetor General.
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Powers and Functiony - The NLV5A shall have 1the following principal pow .rs through the
Director General or his duly designated representative:

Repulgtory Authorify. - The NLVSA shall have authority to regulate animal heakth, animal
welfare, animal production food safery and maners connected or pertaining to, but not limited to
general sanitary measures, risk analysis. animal quarantine, diagnosis of diseases, animal feeds
and teed ingredients, veterinary drugs and brological products, and other pharmaceuticals and
products used on animals and the environment, animal facilities, equipments. devices and
cosmetics, veterinary r¢search, animal production and international certification procedures.

Technicul Assistance and Supervision. The NLVSA shall provide technical training for the
capacily building and strengthening of livestock and veterinary services related functions of all
national government agencies and Local Govemment Units (LGUs}). It shail exercise wechnicat
supervision over veterinary offices and veterinary related functions of all national government
agencies and LGUs. This includes oversight authority (0 require mandatory notification and
coordinaton, submission of reports and other pertinent data regarding animal discase siations,
within the respective areas or Junisdictions of other governmnent agencies and local governmem
units.

Assumption of Contral. — The NLVSA is authorized, subject to the approval of the Sccretary of
Agricuiture and in coordination with the cancerned LGU and regional officials of other agencics.
to assume full control and direction in the management of local and regional outbreaks of
dangerous ¢communicabie and zoomatic animal diseases, where the animal and‘or human health
status of the country, as recommended by the hereunder described National Ads ison Committes
on Animal Diseases and Emergency (NAC-ADE}, is in actual or immingnt danger.

Visutorial Power — The NLVSA, through its duly authuiized veterinary officers. upon presenting
appropriate credentials or anthority 1 the owner, manager, operator, agent or any person w ithin
the premises, shall have the power to enter and inspect anylime bul following down time
requitements of livestock and poubry farms and other animal establishments, conduct collection
of laboratory specimens and sampies with proper description and receipt of those uken. and
when requircd by circumstances and as authorized by the {Yirector General or his representative,
impose preventive and conirol measures therein, in coordination with, and as max be necessary,
subject 1o biosafety entry requirements of concerned owners and caretakers.

Declaration of Duarantine - The Dircctor Generzl through a written order oF quarantine shall
cause the immediate holding or detention for thiry (30) days or for such 1. ager period. if
necessary, for observation and testing of animals, animal parts, products, and by -products, leeds,
tecd ingredients, feed supplements and feed additives, veterinary biologics, drugs. products and
devices, and such other materials or substances which are found or deemed to be infected or
carriers of dangercus animat diseases.

Seizure and Confiscation — The NLVSA shall have the authority to seize and confiscate
animals, animal parts, products, and by-products, feeds, feed ingredients, feed supplements and
feed additives, veterinary biologics, drugs, products aad deviges, and such other materials or
substances that are undocumented, or of unknown source ard conditions, snd are showing signs
of dangerous animal diseases, or reasonably suspected to be infecled with or carriers of
dangerous animal dizseases, contaminated with toxic materials, or pOosIng an imminent danger.
threat and injury to the overali animal health sitvation wn declared dizease-tree zones. areas or
compartments, and border posts of the country.

Animal Condemnation and Eradication Measures — The NLVSA shall bave the authorin o
mstilute condemnalion and eradicalion measures on animals that arc discased or reascorably

suspected 1o be infected with diseases, and are deemed a great risk to the livestock population
andfor pubiic health.

Call for Aysisiance - The Director General may cail vpon any governmem agency for any form
of assistance consistent with its powers, duties, and responsibilities for the purpose of ensuring

the effective and efficient implementation of this Act and the rules and regulations promulgated
hereunder.

Subsidiary Legisiation - The Secretary of Agriculiure, upon the recommendation of the NLVSA
shall issue rules and regulations to implement and enforce the provisions of this Act.
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10. Delegation — The NLVSA shalt have the authority to duputize local government and private

Section 8.

velerinarians to perform disease conrol, measures to obviate any animal welfare concerns and
animal health matters for proper implementation of national disease control policies and
programs at sll leveis. The TXG shall deputize Animal Welfare Officers from Non Government
Crganizations {NGOs), citizens groups, commumily organizations and other volur tec s who have
undergone the necessary training and accreditation for this purpose. As such, the Amima! Welfare
Officers shall have the full authoriry (o seize and confiscate affected animals in violation of the
provisiens ef the Act, subject o existing rules and regulation on arrest and detention.

. Emergency Response — [n the event of natural and man-made disasters, the NLYSA shali ansure

the safety and protection of the animat population following the quick response “Oplan Sagip
Hayop™ seheme.

The NLVSA shall administer and supervise the effective implementation of this Act and its rules
and regulations. 1t shall exercise such powers and perform such functions as may be necessary (¢
carry oul its duties and responsibitities under this Act.

Organizational Structure — The technical, administrative. finance and support services of the
NLVSA shall be strengthened as may be appropriate and wcessary o carry out effectively the
provisions of this Act. Various Ceaters shall be established under the NLYSA and cach Center
shall be headed by a Director, who must possess a minimum practice of five (5} NEars as a
veterinarian, with supervisory experience in any related field. Each cener shall include divisions
which shall be headed by a division chief with minimum management uxpericnze o three (3}
YEars.

Center for Animal Health and Welfare - The Center shall be responsible for s eterinary
epidemiology, animal disease surveillance systems, animal disease prevention. control znd
eradication programs, risk analysis, hexd health management, animal welfare and animal health
information.

The center shall have the following divisions: {a) Weteninary Epidemiology and Feonomics {b)
Animal Disease Control and Veterinary Public Health, {¢) Animal Weliare and (d) Animal
Heaith Information and Commurication.

Center for Veterinary Quarantine Services — The Center shall be primatily responsible in
Issuing import and export certifications and conducting pre- and post-border imspections and
monitoring, accreditation, quarantine, and il warranted by bicsecurity procedures. instituting
immediale seizure and/or confiscation of animals, animal parts, products, and by-products. feeds,
feed ingredients, feed supplements and feed additives, veterinary biologics, drugs. products and
devices, and such other materials or substances posing threal or harm 10 animal health. The
Center shall alse be responsible for the maintenance of quaranting stations ano rnfrreement of
amimal quarantine and welfare rutes and regulations in the various inland and ol.skore shipping
rautes of the country.

The Center shall have the following divisions: (a) Sanitary and PhytoSanitary Trade Facilitation
(b) Veterinary Quarantine Inspection and Monitering, and {c) Biosecurity.

Center for Animal Disecase Diagmosis — The Center shall primarily conduct laboratory
dingnosis of animal discases and act as a repository of data on disease diagnosis. 1t shall be
responsible for the management of regional veterinary diagmostic iaboratories, ineluding the
monitoring of certified/aceredited private animal diagnostic laboratories. This cemer shall also
be the National Reference Laboratory for Animal Disease Dhagnosis.

The Center shal) have the following divisions: (a} Pathobiclogy, () Bacternrtogy &
Mycobiology, (¢} Virology, and (d) National Animal Disca-e Diagnostic Laboratory Information
Management.

Ceater for Animul Feeds, Veterinary Products and Establishments Regulation — The Center
shall regnlate the manufacture, production, importation, exportation, distribution, hardling, sale.
offer for sale, transter, promotion, advertiscment, the use and testing af pre-mixr:. arimal feeds,
feed mgredicnts, feed supplements and feed additives, vewrinary drugs, biolog.rals, cosmetics
and devices and all other types of veterinary products and esiabjishmests. It shalf fikewise
conduct assays on the quality, safety, potency and eflicacy of these products and veterinary drug

- 8
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Sectiom 9.

Section 10

Secrion 11.

residues in animal products except meat.

The Center shall include the following divisions: (a} Registration, Licensing, & Accreditation.
(b} inspection and Compliance and (¢} Laboratory Services.

Animal Genetic Resource Management and Improversent Center — This Center shail be
responsible for formulating pelicies and programs for sustainable animal genetic resources of
domestic animals. It shall prepare in consultation with various stakeholders the national strategy
and action plan for the use, development and conservation of animal genetic resources n
pacticular the natve food animals.

The Center shall have the following divisions: {a) Breed Registry and Central Da.a Management
{b) Gene Bank (¢) Native Pigs (d) Native Poultry (¢) Native Caitle, Goat and Sheep (f) Native
Horses.

Center for Animal Research and Product Development - This Center shall address the
national agenda for all researches on animat health, animal welfare and animai production food
safety and security in coordination, collaboration and consultation with international and local
agencies and stakeholders.

It shall also be responsible for the generation of techrology, technology adaplation and
demenstration necessary for maximum utilization of available resources in accordance with the
reguirements of the national animal research, production and development agenda and shall also
serve as repository of all animal research and scientific information.

This Center shall have the following divisions: (8} Animat Production Research. {b) Vetennary
Product Rescarch and Standands Development and {c) Animal Product Developmeni.

Center for Livestock Trade Promotion and Development - This Center shall be pnmarily
responsible for the promotion of the National Agenda for the development and imp'2mentation
of sustaimable livestock business development, animal industry strategic manaZement. amimal
supply chain management, animai knowledge and information network. participatory
governance, animal markes and post- production development and animal market infrasiructure
and animal statistics and marketing imelligence, animal marketing system programs and
activities.

The center shall have following divisions: (a) Livestock Business and Industry Strategic

Development (b) Market and Post-production Development (c) Sucio-Economic and Marketmyg
Research.

Regional Livestock and Verterinary Services Offices (RLVSOs) — Regional Livesiock and
Veterinary Services Offices of the ME.VSA shall be created at the regional level to be headed by
the Regional Director, who must possess a minimum expericnce of five (3) years as a
veterinarian. He shall be assisted by Chiefs of Divisiois necessary in the perfommance of
regional operations.

All existing DA regional staff performing veterinary services and functions are hereby
transierred o the RLVS0),

Administrative Support Services - The NLVSA chal! be assisted by an Administrative Suppon
Services which shall be headed by Director and Regional Chiets of Division, who must possess a
rinimunt management experience of five (5) years and three (3) ycars in any refated field.
respectively. It shall have the following divisions or units, as maybe apphicabic, to wit: (a2}
Assets and Finance, (b) Human Rosource Developmenl, (¢} Property and Logistics Managemeni
{dj Lepal Support Services, {) Monkoring & Evalustion, {ft Planning & larcmationat Desk.
and {(2) information and Communication Technofogy Management.

Chapter I

CHIEF VETERINARY OFFICER, VETERINARY INSPECTORS AND
ANIMAL HEALTH TECHNICIANS

Chief Veterinary Officer. — The Director General of the NLVSA shall be the Chief Veterinan
Officer {CV() of the country. He shall be primarity responsible in the formulation and
implementation of national policies, strategies, priorities and action plans on animal healtk,

. 9
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Section 12.

animal welfare and animal production food safety. He shalt also represent the country in officiat
inlernitional dialogue on animal health matters.

The CVO shall coordinate and, as much as possible, establish linkages with allied government
agencies, the privale seclor and academe in the implementation of plans and pregrams in animal
disease prevemtion, control and eradication to ensure prompt mobilization of all essential
personnel and resources in the event of animal disease emergencics.

The ©VO shall also endeavor to addeess cumrent, recurming, new and prospeclive national issuvs
and concerns on animal health, animal welfare, feeds an: animal food preduction safety and
security, with regional and global impact through the help of other allied government agencies
and stakeholders.

Veterinary Inspectors (VI — The Secretary of Agnculture, upon recomm::adaton of the
Diirector General of the NLVSA, may by instrument in writing, appoint or deput: = 1eterinarians
as Veterinary Inspectors under this Act. The appointment of the Regional Velennan Inspeciors
shall be made by the Regional Director with the concumrence of the [Nrector General. The
Director General shall prescribe the duties and responsibilities of the National and Regional
Weterinary [nspectors.

The services of the Veteriniry Inspectors shall be entitled to incentives and overtime work when
the interest of the service so requires and the services performed outside of the office hours and
other expenses shall be chargeable to the parties served, al the rates to be prescribed by ihe
Secrelary upon the recommendation of the Director General.

Sectiom 13, Animal Health Technician — a person who is authorized by the PRC to carn out certain

Section 14.

Secuon 15.

Section 16.

designated tasks in a country and delegated to them under the responsibility and direction of the
velerinarian. The tasks authorized for each category of cterinary para-professional shall be
defined by the PRC depending on qualtifications and training, and according to need.

Muagna Carta for Public Health Workers- Veterinanians, Animal Healih Technicians and other
veterinary personnel performing veterinary public health related activities empime ? under the
National Government Agencies (NGAs) and [.GUs arc public health workeis and shall be
entitied to the provisions and compensations stipulated under RA 7305 (Magna Cana for Public
Health Workers).

Chapter TV

ADYISORY COMMITTEES

National and Regional Advisory Committees for Anima Diseases anmd Emergency. - The
existing National and Regional Advisory Committees on Animal Disease Control and
Emergency (NAC-ADCE/RAC-ADCE), which were created in the advent of emerging diseases
are hereby renamed and institutionalized in this Act as the Mational and Regional Advisory
Committees on Arimal Diseases and Emergency (NAC-#:DE/RAC-ADE) under the Office of
the Seeretary of Agriculture.

The Chairperson of the NAC-ADE shaill be a duly licensed veterinarian of good standing in the
veterinary profession, a practicing veterinarian for at Yeast ten (10} yeurs. He shei* be designated
as such by the Secretary of Agriculture from the reeommendation of the regular mambers from
the prvate sector. The manner in the filling up of the members of the caommittee shall be
pruscribed and approved by the Secretary of Agriculture upon recommendation of the Director
General. The composition of the comwmittee shall be updated from time o time and as may be
needed by circumstances.

Duties and Functions. - The NAC-ADE and RAC-ADE shall submit their recommendarions
directly to the Secretary of Agnculture and perform the following dutics and functioas:

Recommend policies and measures on the following:
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Section 17.

Section 18,

Section 19,

Section 2¢.

Section 21,

a Risk analyses and import protocols, prevention, control, eradication an.’ monitoring of
economicglly harmful animai diseases wcluding zoonotic diseases;

k. Procedures to be followed in times of emergencies, e.g., nationwide epidemic of food animal
and zoonotic diseases and duning disasters, either man-made or natural,

c. Verification of reports on emerging zoonotic animal discases;
d. Support the VO in sourcing funds from national and international funding apencies.

The NAC-ADE shall coordinate the activities of the various Regional Advisony Commitiee on
Animal Diseases and Emergency (RAC-ADEs) which is the regional counterpart and have
similar function advising the Secretary of Agriculture and the respective Regional Directors
(RDs);

Create sub-committees to address special issues and concerns of the NEVSA and other agencics.

Assist m the review of policies, programs. and projects for the development of the National
Veterinary Serviges,

Assist in the evaluation of the implememarion, etficiency and eflectiveness of the programs and
projects of the NLVSA,

National Advisory Committee for the Welfare of Animals (NACWA) — The C A% created under
RA 2435 shall be renamed the NACWA which is a multi-agency/malii sectoral ¢ .nmitiee which
shali be chaired by a representative from any of the private sector subject 1o the approval of the
Secretary of the Department of Agriculure. The Committee shall be responsible for 1he

formulation of rules and regulations for the strict implementation of the provisions of this Act
and RA B485.

The Committee shall b composed of representatives from the foliowing sgency/sector:

Departmem of Agricultare

Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Department of Interior and Local Government

Depariment of Education

Provincial, City and Municipal Veterinarians” Leag:ie of the Philippines
Philippines Veterinary Medicai Association

Non-Government Organizations

Peoples” Organizations

Academe

R M

Animal Feed Services Advisory Committee {AFSAC) - The Animal Feed Comrol Advisony
Committec {AFCAC) created under Repablic Act No 1556, as amended by Presidential Decres
No. 7. which adopted into law Scnate Bill No. 627, is hereby renamed Animal Feed Services
Advisory Committee with ¢leven {11) members, the composition of which shall be moditied o
add three more members, one legal representative from the NLYSA, one representative from
the 1.egal Divisien of DA and one from the Philippine College of Velerinary Feed Practitioners.

The AFSAC shall continue 10 exercise its funclions in matters related to the animal feed
industry, except as provided in Section 66 of SB No. 627 heryof,

Muaondatory Review and Evolustiom - The recommendations of the NAC-ADE, CAW, and
AFSAC shall be subject to mandatory review and evaluation by the Director General, before the
same are submitted for final approval by the Secretary of A gicubture.

(hiher Advisory Commiftess — Other Advisory Committees may be created 1o assist the NLVSA
in the impiementation of its various programs and projects

Chapter V

LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS AND LOCAL
VETERINARY OFFICERS

LGU Assistance and Cooperation - Local Government Units (LGUs) shall assist and closely
. L]



A led Pl —

R =R SR | hoLA

1D

11
12
13
14

15
16
17

18
19

20
21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

35
36
37
38
19

40
41
42

43
44
45
I
47
48
49
50
51
32
53

Section 22

Section 23.

h

3

Section 24,

Section X5,

Jection 26.

Seciion 27.

cooperate with the NLVSA in the implementation of the provisions of this Act. They shall
extend any available manpower, security, material snd finascial resources to any national animal
disease prevention and control measurcs, animal welfare and other national programs being
undertaken by the NLVSA within their respective jurisdictions.

Creation of Municipal Veterinary Positions — The position of municipal vete imar an shall be
mandatory in all first class municipalitics and optional in other municipalities.

Responsibilities of Provincial, City and Municipal Veterinarians - [n addition to the duties of a
veterinary officer as provided in Section 489 of Republic Act No. 7160, also known as the
“Local Govemment Code ot 19917, it shall be the duty of veterinary officers as the case mavhe,
tox

Ensure the implementation of policies, rules and repulations issued by NLVS5A and uther
coordinaling agencics in accordance with the provisions ol this Act and its related Jaws. rules and
regulations towards the enforcement of animal disease prevention, control measures and animal
welfare regulations.

Extend assistance, as may be necamr} o the NLYSA in the implementation or enforcement of
animal disease prevention and control measures, and :nimal welfare within their area of
responsibility.

Comply with all reportorial and documentary requirernenls needed by the NLVSA in the
implementation of this Act.

Issuance of Mayor’s Permit — No LG shall issue any Mayor’s Permit 1o op- iz any farm,
clinic, animal facility, kennel or any other veterinary establishment unless the owner/opurilor
has secured clearance from the provincial, city or municipal veterinarian attesting (o the fact that

the establishment has complied with all the requirements prescribed under NLVSA rules and
regulations.

Chapter V1

ROLE OF ALLIFD GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND
NON-GOYERNMENT AGENCIES

Allied Government Agencies — Allied government agencies that are performing veterinary
services and related functions shall cominue w0 do so. Thz DG of the NLVSA as the aational
competent authority shall call upon other altied government agencies and academe in the
mplementation of this Act,

Other Agencies and Sectors - The NLLVSA shall establish agreements with o'ier zos ernmeni
seclors, private sectors, academe and other relevant agencics and stakeLo’ders in the
mmplementation of plans and programs in animal disease prevention, control, eradication and to
ensure prompt mobilization of all essential personnel and resources in the cvemt of animal
discase cmergencics.

Responsibilivies — All government agencics and private entities perfocming wererinan, amd

related functions shall cooperare fully with the Director General or (CVO) and comply with the
set policies and technical standasds for veterinary servicss,

Chapter VII

ANIMAL HEALTH, WELFARE AND ANIMAL PRODUCTION FOOD SAFETY

Section 28.

Duty to Repore Notiftable Diseases — All animal and livestock producers, owners, operalors,
fasm managers, farm veterinarians, animal facility aperalors and farm consultants wha have in
their possession or care, animals or animal products infected or suspecied 10 be infected, or have
reasonable grounds 1o befieve thar the animal or animal product is infected wi h . Notifiable
Disease are duty bound 16 report 1o the concerned Loca! Government Unit — Velerinary Office or
to the NLVSA or to the RLVS0 immediately within 24 hours by the quickest means posstble,

- 12
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Section 19,

Section 30.

Secuom 31,

Led
[t

Scction

Section 33,

Section 34.

Section
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LA

Section 36,

Section 37,

Scction 38,

Section 39,

Secnon 44,

These notfiable diseases are but not Limited w Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD), Classical Swine
Fever {CSF, Hog Cholera), Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAL), Newcastle Disease
(ND} or Avian Pest, Rabies. Anthrax and Hemorrhagic Scpticemia. The NLVSA shalt provide a
complete list of Notifiable Diseases and their reporting guidelines which shall be updated from
time o time,

Proper Disposal of Dead Animals and Potentiolly Infective Materials —Dead animals. manure.
and other potentially infective materials from regular operations of farms, clinics. animal
tacilities shall be disposed in accordance with existing laws, rules and regulations and guidelines
set by N1L.VSA,

Animal Disease Surveillance and Epidemiology — All agencics performing velerinar, ser ices
shall be responsible in monitoring animal disease situation by conducting repular surveillance of
the animal and livestock poputation in their respective jurisdiction and are required to report
periodicalty to the WNLYSA.

National Registry, Animal Identification and Traceability of Livestuck — A national repistny of
animal facilities and establishments shall be established by the NILVSA. An animal identification
system shall also be developed to be able to trace the origin of cach animal or groups of animals.
The NLVSA in consultation with livestock stakeholders shall also establish farm classification
system in accordance with accepted standard and parameters.

- Mandatory Vaccination — To prevent. conwol, and eradicate cmerging or re-2mergng.

commuricable and exotic diseases, all animals shall have to be vaceinated in accordance with
the implementing rules and regulations of this Act.

Emergency Preparedness — The NLVSA shall draft the National Emergency Preparedness and
Disaster Plans in response to animal health, welare and animal productin frod safety.
Measures shall also be developed 10 mitigate the effect of climate change 11 *he livestock
industry.

Animal Welfare Practices - All animal producers, awners, operators, farm managers, farm
veterinarians, animal facility operators and farm consultants who have in their pPOSsEssion or
care, animals shall adopt and observe animal welfare regulations and practices.

. Animal Health, Welfare and Animal Production Food Safety Informarion System - The

NVL5A shall develop a more effective animal health information system involving agencies and
other stakeholders on animal health, welfare and animar production food safery including
establishment of an elfective infosmation network.

Risk Analysis — Principles of risk analysis shall be incorporated in all policy formulation and
standard setting.

Veterinary Public Health - The NLLVSA shall take the lead role in the formulation and
implementation of veterinary public health pragrams and activities particularly in the prevention
and control of zoonoses and food safery.

Mandaiory Engagemens of the Professional Services of a Verevinarian — All animal
establishiments such as biw not limited to farms, zoos, kennels, apiancs, aviarres, livestock
markels, animal yace tracks and cockpits shall engage the professional services of a velerinarian
based on minimum number of animals and other parameters to be prescribed by the NLVSA, in
consultation with concemed sectors.

Farm Inspection and Certification — The NLYSA in consultation with stakcholders shall
estabhish standards and paramcters or farm mspection and certification.

Chapter VILL
COMPENSATION TO SUPPORT DISEASE F RADICATION
Creation of a Discase Compensation and Eradication Trust Fund - A Disease C Dmpensation

- i3
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Section 41.

Secton 123,

Section 43,

Section 44,

Section 45,

Section 46.

Section 47.

Section 48.

Section 49.

and Eradication Trust Fund shall be provided for in the General Appropriations Act annually and
be held by the Authority. Tt shall not be reduced and shall not revert to the General Fund even if
the same 15 not used [or a current fiscal year. An initial amount of Five Hundred Milliom Pesos
{P 300,000,000.00) is hereby appropriated to start the seed fund for the Disease Compensation
and Eradication Trust Fund.

Fund Utilization - The Fund shall be applied for the payment of compensation 1o the owner of
anumals. Tt shall also be utilized for the payment of expenses direclly connecied with
controlling, eradicating or preventing, the spread of any animal disease that is notifiable or
EMErging or re-cimerging, exotic and zoonotic including administrative expenses.

Coverage of Compensativn - Only 1hose animals that were stamped oul pursuam 1o the
Depopulation Order issued by the Director General, as recommended by NAC-ADE and as
approved by the Secretary of Apriculture, to prevent further spread of the disease should be
indemnified. Dead animals due to notifiable and emerging or re-emerging, ¢xotw and zoonotic
diseases are not compensable.

Compensable Amouns -The amount of compensation payable shall not be more than Sixny Per
Cent {60%} of the market value of the identified animals thal are ordered depopulatid on accoum
of a disease.

Issuance of Compensation Guidelines — Guidelines for the payment of compensation shall be
presernibed by the NLVSA in consultation wilh stakeholders.

Chapter TX
QUARANTINE MEASURES

Border Post Entry — The importation of animals, animal products, animal by -products. animal
tfeeds and feed ingredients, veterinary drups, biologicals, cosmetics and devices, and other
potential vectors of animal diseases shall be subjected to close veterinary inspection. quarantine
and test as may be deemed appropriate and necessary, and examination of reg.ied documens,
such as, but not fimited to (1) an Authority 1o Import duly issued by the NLY ' A and secured
prior 10 the importation, and (2) a Veterinary Health Certificate and/or Sanitary Phytosanitan,
(5PS) Ciearance, or its equivalent, and such other documents as may be reguired by the NLVSA
o be obtained from the proper authorities of the country of origin.

Release from Customs Zone - The Bureau of Customs or its representative shall not allow the
release of any article of importation that is subject to veterinary inspection, quarantine and
examination procedures unless the NLVSA or its duly authorized representative has issued a
Veterinary Quarantine Compliance Cenificate or Lifting of Quarantine for the particular
shipment, as 1the case may be.

Prohibited Importation - No importation of animals, animal products, animal by-products,
animal effects and other related producis (¢.g. fodder crop-, forage, etc.) shall be allowed from
countries known or declared 10 be inflocted with a dangerous communicable animal disease or
discascs which has been banned to expoet the said products to the Philippines and when: there is
4 possible danger of spreading or introducing swch disease or diseases into the Philippines by the
smportation of such item. Al in-transit shipments at the time of the occurren~e of the foreign
disease or contagion shall be subjected to strict quarantine and Sabora~y jesting or
antomatically denied entry and/or confiscation and disposal, and as the NLVSA may determine.
in the overriding interssts of protecting the anima) and public health of the country.

Wildlife and Endangered Species — In accordance with Section 2 of Amicle 14 of the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) on effect on domestic
legtslation and international conventions, all kinds of wildlife that are subject 1o vewerinary
quarantine regulations shall be under NLVSA jurisdiction.

Exportation Clearance or Cerfificaie - No animals, anima! nroducts, animal by-producis anima!
effects, animal feeds, veterinary drugs/products and biotogics shall be allowed to be exported

. 14
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Section 50.

Section 51.

Section 32,

Section 53.

Section 34,

Section 35,

Section 56,

Section 57.

Section 3%.

Section 59,

Section &0,

and loaded on board ships and airplanes or any vehicle uniess (1) it is accompanicd by a
Veteriaary Health Certificate and/or Commaodity Clearance duly issued by the NLVSA: and (2)
it has complied with the quarantine requircments of the country of destination.

Transhkipment- In the transhipment of live animals, animal prixlucts, animal by -produscts. animal
effects, animal feeds, and veterinary products, all importer/shippers shall comply with the healh
and weltare rules and regulations prescribed by the NLVSA,

Domestic Shipping — All inland and inter-island shipmemnts of animais, animal praducts. animal
by-products, animal effects, vetermary drugs and biologics from one province or region to
another shall be accompanied by a Veterinary Health Cenificate or Shipping Permit duly issued
by the Director General or his duly-authorized representatives.

Hiegal or Unuuthorized Shipments - Shipments of animals, animal prodducts, byv-products,
veterinary drugs, biologics and feeds which are found to be in violation of this Act or rules and
regulations issued thereunder, or orders of the Director <Jeneral or his velerinarny quarantine
officers shall be confiscated and disposed of in a manner prescribed by the Director Generai.

Registration of Commercial Livestock Traders and Shippers - All commercial livestock trager
and shippers or handlers who are engaged in the inter-provinciai and regional
shipment/transportation of livestock shall registes with the RLVSQ in order to 1. aintain discase
feec areas and achieve safc, clean and orderly handling of commodities throuph the various
stages of marketing or distribution channels.

Prescribing Standord Operating Procedures for Veterinary Quarantine Services in all
Seaparts and Airports - The NLVSA shall establish a standard operating procedure for the
Veterinary Quarantine Services at the different seaports and airponts in the vounmy

Rendering  of Underguarding and  Overtime  Services - Velerinany  Quaruntine
Officers/Inspectors and other duly designated personnel are authorized to render underguarding
and overtime work when the interest of the service so requires and the services performed
outside office hours and other expenses shall be chargeabls to the party or parties served at the
rates to be prescribed by the Director General and approved by the Secretary of Agriculore.

Declaration of Infected Areas, Premises or Zones - If the Director General has reasonable
grounds to believe that any premises, place or area is infected with a Notifiable Disease. he ITA
by a written order, declare an area 1 be infected. In case of an outbreak of communicable
animal and zoonotic diseases, the Director General has the power 10 declare “rz 7:ca, region.
province or specific farm or establishment under quaruntine.

Movement in Infected Areas - Movement of animals, animal products, animal by-producis,
anjmal effects, veterinary drugs, biologics, and transpert vehicles reascnably suspected to b
exposed or contaminated with a Notifiable Disease shali be restricted in areas, region, pronince
or speciflic farm or establishment that are declared infected, unless authorized by the Dhrector
General or his duly-authorized representative. In the event ol a disease outbriak, zones shali be
eslablished to restrict the movement of animals between zones. Notices declaring the arcas under
quarantine shall be posted in a conspicuous place i the Municipal and/or Barangay Liali. as the
case may be.

Lifing of Order of Quarantine - The Dircctor General shall issue an order lifting the
quarantine where the areas, regior, province or specific tarm ot cstablishment deciared w be
infected are evenlually determined to be safe and out of danger from such infection. This shall
authorize the resumption of shipments widiin the afected places.

Duty of Owner or Holder - A person whe awns or is in charge of, or has in his o= her possession
ar control, an animal or animat prodwet which the person has reasonable grour s 10 suspect s
infected with a notifiable disease must as far as practicable, keep that animal or animal product
separate from not infected animals or animat products.

Controlled Shipments — 1t shal! be ualawful for any porsan (o possess, administer or use
infectious disease agents, for scieatific, laborstory or other purposes, unless duly authorized by a

- 15
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Section 61.

Section 62,

Section 63

Section 64,

Section 63,

Section 64.

“ection 67,

Section 68,

Section 69,

Section 70.

special permil by the Director General to handle hazardous materials.

Depopulation Order - The Director General or his duly authorized representative may, by a
writien Depopulation Order require the: stamping out of healthy animals in declared infected
areas, premiscs or zones to prevent further spread of the disease.

Destraction Order - The Director General or his duly authorized represcntstive may, by a
wrilten Destruction Order require the proper disposal of (1) any animal, anima: : reJact, fodder
whick is infecled, or reasonably suspected to be infected with a Notifiabie Esease; (2)
confiscated expired, banned, unregistersxl, counterfeit, veterinary biologics, drugs and products.

Disinfection Order - The Director General or his duly authorized representative may. by a
wnitten Disinfection Order, likewise, require the owner or person in charge or in apparent contral
of an area which is infected, or reasonably suspected 10 be infected with a Notifiable Discase, (o
clean and disinfect said arca, including vehicles or any material found therein.

Disease-Free Areas - Declaration of any area as disease-free shall be made by the NLVSA
Director General upon the recommendatison of concemned animal health authorities of said office.
The declaration of an area as discase-free shall be subject 10 the guidelines set by concemed
NLVSA,

Expenses of Quarantine and Authority to Auction — The owner, consigiee or possessor of the
animals placed under quarantine shall reimburse the N1.VSA for the expenses incurred during
the quarantine pericd of such animals. In case of his failure to do 50 afier a Lifting Order of
Quarantine has been issued and duly served upon him, the NLVSA shall e the nght o
auction off his animals to recover such expenses made,

Chaprer X
QUARANTINE FACILITIES

Establishment of Veterinary Quarantine Stations — The NLVSA shall establish and maintain
quarantine stations for the detention, eatment and observation of domestic animals in such
places as may be approved from time 1o time by the Secretary of Agriculture, and 10 place all
animals arriving from foreign and domestic ports or imerior alaces in quarantine for such time as
he may deem necessary to prevent the introduction and spread of dangerous communicable
animal diseases.

National Veterinary Quarantine Station — The pasture res ;rve known as the Government Cattle
Breeding/Grazing Reserve and Experimenial Station at Busuanga and Coron, Palawan pursuant
to Prociamation No. 1387, dated February 13, 1975 and Presidential Decree No. 1593 is hereby
reclassified as alienable and disposable lands of the public domain and hereby resenved for the
National Veterinary Quarantine Station and Buspanga Stock Farm of the NLVS~.

Chapter XI
S5PS FACILITATION & HARMONIZATION

luiernational Harmoaization - The NLYSA shall study and review national standards on
anireal health, animal welfare and furm feed and food safety, participate {0 imtermational {ors
relative to furmulation and adoption of intermational standards and harmonize our national
stamdards with nelevant interpational standards,

Certification Systems - The NLVSA shall in consultation with stakeholders develop centification
systems including third party centifications on animal health, animai welfare, farm feed and food
safety products, services and production in accordance with national and international standards.

Equivalence and Other Types of Sanitary Agreements - The NLVSA in consulation with other
agencies and siakeholders shall develop, negotiate and implement appropriate leve! of proteciion
{ALOF) in relation to human and animal life and health in its territory, based on the principle of
cquivalence and osher types of sanitary and trade agreements with trading par »rs zuch as but
not limited 3o, the application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary {SPS) Measures of Lie World Trade

- 16
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Section 71,

Section 72,

Section 73.

Section 4.

Section 75,

Section 74,

Section 77,

Section 7%,

Section TY.

Section §0.

Orzanization (W1'0).

Transparency - The NLVSA shall have thi: espensibility to notify the OLE and/or the WTO SPS
Communtce of the country’s animal health, animal welfare and animal production food safen
sanitary and phytosanitary status and other relevam matters and inform stakeholders on the
changes in the regulations and decisions.

Zoning - The NLV5A shall have the amthority 1o apply for recognition to the OLE the disease-
free zones and shall implement relevant measures and praclices to establish and maintain these
discase-free zones as based on physical boundaries.

Compartmentalization - The NLVSA shall establish and maintain disease-fre. areas within its
territory in accordance with OIE recorumendations.

Chapter XII

VETERINARY LABORATORIES

Certificafion/Accreditation - The NLVSA shail be responsible for controlling the veterinany
laboratories in the field through the Center for Anima! Discase Diagnosis. Only duly centified
laboratory facilities are allowed to do diagnostic services, The NLVSA shall develop guidelines
and standards in certifying/accredited various wveterinary laboratory facilities and establish
quality systems towards their international certification.

Biosafety and Biosecurity — Standards and guidelines for laboratory biosafery and biosecurity
shall be established and practiced by veterinary and fecd analysis laboratories per national and
itemational recommendations.

Proficiency Testing — A system of quality assurance shall be developed and implersented 10
ensure continuing proficiency and competency of certified/accredited diagne .1i. and assay
laboratories.

Chapter XIIT

REGULATIONS ON ANIMAL FEEDS AND} VETERINARY PRODUCTS

Implementing Rules ond Regulations — In consonance with RA 1556, as amended by PD No.
L RA 107], and Act 3101, the NLVSA shall provide the necessary rules and regulaiions on the
manufaciure, production, handling. storage, sale and use of veterinary bivlogical products, drugs
and products, devices, mixed feeds, feed ingredients, fecd supplements. feed additives.
concentrates, base feeds, base mixes, specialty feeds, special feed nutrient preparations. other
feed products and their establishments which have 1o be followed and comphed with for
registration.

Registrotion and Licensing — Each class, type, brand or lrade mark of veterinary biological
products, drugs, devices, cosmetics, mixed foeds, feed ingredicnts, feed supplements. feed
additives, concentrates, base fecds, base mixes, specizlly feeds, specia’ feed  nutriemt
preparations. and other feed pruducts, inclusive of the establishments shaj  be TeEisteTed
individuaily and shall te assigned separate registration numbers, A permanent Book of Records
on the registration number, codes assigned on each product and indicated therein the class. tvpe,
brand or trade mark, technical description and manufacturer/importer of each product registered
shail be kepr.

Imporiaiion of Animal Feeds, Veterinary Biologics, Drugs and Reloted Products — |mponation
of Animal Feeds, Veserinary Biologics, Drugs and Related Products without valid SPS and
permits shall not be aliowed cntry. AW in-transit shipments at the time of the occurrence of the
foreign disease or contagion shall be subjected (o strict quarantine and laboralory testing, or
automatically denied entry and/or confiscation and disposal, as the NLVSA may determinc, in
the overriding inierests of protecting the animal and public health of the country.

Warning and Temporary Revocatior and Suspension of License or Permir — Failure of any
- [7
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Section ).

Section £2.

Secuion £3.

Section 4.

Section B5.

Section &6,

Section §7.

Section 88,

grantee of license or permit to comply with any of the requirements provided in this Act or its
mplementing rules and regulations without justifiable or valid reason, as motu propio
determined by the Director General, shall be sufficient ground for the mitial issuance of waming.
or immediale temporary suspension or revocation of such license or permit for not more than
sixty (60) days, subject 10 the institution of formal proceedings within the said period.

Chapter X1V

ANIMAL AND LIVESTOCK TRADE PROMOTION

Animal Industry Market Profiles — The NLVSA shall ma‘ntain a database of national. regional
and local animal industry market profile o support in .he business development of amimal
industries and allied industries and shall integrate marketing information and develop a
knowledge management systemn of the different commoditics/industries from national 10 local
level.

Country Apimal Products Export Strutegies - The NLVSA shall formulate ccuntry animal
producls export strategies, conduct research and benchmark exportfimport protocols. preparc
industry  analysis and reports of potential export market of the different animal food
commodities, and spearhead in the promotion of exportable products and by -products 10 improve
the pertormance of local agribusiness establishments producing these tradable products and by-
products.

Coatracting and Subcontracting Arrangemeat — The NLVSA shall facilitate and coordinate
any contracting and subcontracting arrangement between local and foreign imvestors, as
necessary to boost and improve the animal, animal products and by-products export and local
trading performance of the animal industry stakeholders.

Export Incentives Programs- The NLVSA shall formulase and implement the guidelines and
policies for the registration and certification of bona fide and cligible exporters and facilitate and
coordinate applicants and stakeholders that would like to avail the different export incentives
programs of the NLVYSA, Depanment of Agriculture and other government agencies that are also
providing related services 1o stimulate intemational marketing of Philippine-maus products.

Livestock Business and Industry Strategic Development — The NLVSA shall formulate and
regularly update short, medium and long-term livestock business and industy strategic
development plan which will serve as guide and roadmap for the development of the different
industries in the livestock sector cut across the agribusiness supply chain.

Livestock Murketing Information System — The NLVSA shall strengthen the livestock
marketing information sysiem through the development of database systems, printed and online
publications of marketing information which could be readily accessible to the input suppliers,
producers, mackeiers, processors, industry associations, government and other stakeholders.

Socio-economic and marketing research — The NLVSA shall strengthen the uiilization of
social-economic and marketing research to maximize the benefit of the different methodologies
and strategries of these interdisciplinary researches for the sustained growth and devclopment and
the trade promotion of the country’s arimal industry’s products and servives, considering the
social and econumic factors that contributes to the increase in income, cmployment generation,
improvemeant of standard of tving and quality of {ife of livestock farmers, traders, Processors,
consamers, and in incorposating the socio-economic impact assessment, as an i4te graf part of
any project, program and policy implementation by the NLVSA and DA oa ihe different
industries/commodities.

Mavheting Information Governamce — The NLVSA shall support the developmem of
marketing information governance to achieve a mare transparcnt, cifective exchange and hiigher
coverage of marketing information dissemination in a national scale, o boost the campetitive
advantage, strategic and supply chain  management of iocal livestock farmers. traders,
processors and other relevant stakeholders, considering the different hilateral and multilateral
trade agreements in which the country is already a part of and continually complying with

- 18
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Section 9.

Section 91,

Section 92,

Section 93.

Section 94.

Section 93,

Secrion 94,

national commilments to efficiently compete in the local and in the international market.

Chapier XV
UTILIZATION OF GOVERNMENT FARMS

Private Sector Participation - The NVLSA shall maximize the economic potential of its various
animal stock and rescarch farms for the benefit of the animal industry through joint government
and private seclor initiative and participation in the utilization and development thercol.

Use of Government Lands for Quasi-Public Purposes - All lands of the government which
have been reserved, donated, leased or acquired for animal stock farms or breeding purposes are
hereby reclassified or allowed for quasi-public purposes. The Secretary of Agriculure upon the
recommendation of the NLVSA in coordination with LGUS shall have the authonity to enter into
Jomt venture agreements over such lands with private individuals, corporations and cooperatives
with the end in view of maximizing their full potential for livestock produciion purposes,
processing and marketing in achieving the accelerated development of the livestock industry in
accordance with the currently approved zoning ordinance.

Chapter XV1

PROHIBITIONS AND PENALTIES

Failure 10 Report Notifiable Diseases - All animal producers, owners, operators. farm
managers, {arm veterinarians, and farm consultants who fail to report notifiable diseases to the
LGU Veterinary Office or to the NLVSA or to the RLVSO immediately within 24 hours by the
quickesi means possible shall be fined for the first offensc, the amount of Twenny Thousand
Pesos (P20,00X).00}) and for succeeding offenses, imprisonment of Ten (10) days.

The tarm or establishment owner, anspont operator, animal facility operator or any person
acting on his behall whe disobeys, evades, obstricts or hinders the NLVSA Director General, or
any of his enforcement officers or deputized officers to periorm his dury shall, upon conviction,
be penalized by a fine of T'wenty Thousand Pesos (P20,000.00). A repetition of the samc
offense shall be punished by imprisonment of Six {6) Months, and canceliation of the
registration, permut of license of such person, farm or establishment owner, transport operator
whichewver is applicable.

False Statements — Any person who knowingly makes false declaration or misleading statemenits
in his application for license, certificate of product registration or permit: claim or use of
recycled or counterfeit licenses, cenificate of product regisirations, permits shall upon
conviction, be penalized by a fine of Fifty Thousand Pesos {P50,000.00} and imprisonment of
Six {6) months.

Failure of the owner 1o register vessels, vehicles, and equipment related o transport of animals,
animal products and by-products, animal feeds and feedstuffs, veterinary drugs. biologics,
devices and other products shall upon conviction be penalizzd by a fine of Ten Thousand Pesos
(P10,0D0.04) and/or imprisonment of Sixty {60} days.

Any person or establishment operator which (a) during the course of regular operation fails 10
obsesve NLVSA approved procedures, or (b) during seizors, detention or quarantine fails 1o sock
clearance from NLVSA on the handbing, disposal, or destruction and rewtoval of live or dead
amimals. ammat products, arimal by-products, anima? effects, vetetinary biological products.
drugs and devices, animat feeds and feed ingredients, shall, upon conviction, be penalized by a
fine of Fifty Thousand pesos {P50.000.00) and imprisonment of Thirty (30) Das-.

Establishment operators/owners found without a valid License to Operate from NLVSA or
unlawfully using the registration number of another feed, vetcrinary biologics, drugs and
products cstablishments shall, upon conviction be penatized by a fine of One Hundred Thowsand
Pesos (P100,000.(8) and imprisonment of Thirty (30} Days.

- Y
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Section 97. Establishment operators found oot displaying the Registration Certificate or displaying fake or
expired certificates in the premises of the establishments shall, upon conviction, be penalized by
a fine of Ten Thousand Pesos (P10000.000 and closurs of said establishments for second
offense.

Section 98. Establishment operaters engaged in the manufacture, trade, importation, distribution, use or sale
of banned, substandard, tampered, adulterated, deficient, unlabeled or mislabeled, unbranded or
misbranded, cxpired, repacked, unregistered or damaged through mprop:- tandling of
veterinary biclogics, drugs and products, devices, mixed feeds, feed inwredients, feed
supplements, feed additives, premixes, base feeds, base mixes, concentrates, speeiaity feeds.
special feed nutrient prepanations and other feed products, in any form shall, upon conviction be
penalized by a fine of One Hundred Thousand Pesos (P100,000.00) and imprisonment of Thirty
{30) Days.

Section 99, Any person or establishment operator found guilty of tampering, altedng, mutilating, destroying,
obliterating or removing the whole or any part of the labelting material packages and tags or
tabels of velerinary biolegical: products, drugs and devices, mixed feeds, feed ingredients, foed
supplemnents, feed additives, base feeds, base mixes, concenirates, specialty feeds. special feed
nuirient preparations and other feed products, in any form, shall be fined Gae Hundred Fifiy
Thousand Pesos (P150,000.00) and punished with imprisonment of Sixty (60) Days .

Section 100. Any person or persons using unlawfu) veterinary drugs or human drugs approved for veterinary
use on livestock, poultry and fisheries for human consumption beyond the limits set forth by
naticnal standards, and establishmens found doing 50 shall, upon conviclion, be penalized by a
tme of Twenty Five Thousand Pesos (P25,000.00).

Section 1], Retfusal of an owner or caretaker 1o have his animals vaccinated during quthreaks of notifiable
and priority diseases, emergimg or re-emerging disecases and exotic diseases shall, upon
conviction, be penalized by a fine of Ten Thousand Pesos (P 10,000.00) and/or imprisonment of
Ten {i0) Days.

Section 102. Any person, officers of corporation, association, organization or establishment found to be in
violation of any of the provisions of this Act, or rules and regulations issued thereafter that are
net covered by the foregoing provisions shall, epon conviction, be penalized by a fine of Fiftv
Thousand (P 5(,000.00) Pesos but not more than One Hunared Thousand Pesos (P 100,00:0.0:0)
and/or imprisontnent of $ix (6) Months to One (1) Year, ai the discretion of the court,

Section 103, Failure or refusal of any person, ownmer or caretaker or handler, operators, officers of
corporation, association, organization or establishmenss o comply with animal health and
wellare regulations and standards as provided herein or by the rules hercinafier set by the
NLVSA and the local government units shall , upon conviction, be penalized by a fine of not
less than P54K,000.00 but not more than P 150,000.04 and/cr imprisonment at the discretion of
the court.

Section 104. Exceptions under certain condition -Nothing in this Chapter shall be construcd as requiring the
Director General to certify for prosecution any first violation of this Act whenever he belicves
that sufficient compliance and public imerest will be adequately scrved-by a suitabde writlen
notice of violation and waming.

Section 105. Repeated Vislation — Any person found to have committed @ scuond viclation of the same
offense shali suffer the penalty of imgrisonment of the said olfensc.

Chapter XV]]
REVOCATION AND SUSPENSION PROYVEEDINGS

Section 106. Institution of Complaint - The Director General or upon the instance of any interested pasty
may file a complaint before the hearing commimee for the formal SUSPRNSION OT Tevocation of
the license or permit duly isswed by the NLVSA for viofation of its terms and condilions, or any
provisions of the rules and regulations applicable thereto.

- zﬂ-
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Section |7, Afternarive Dispute Resolution - To Achicve speedy and impartial justice as provided under

RA 9285 known as the Alternative Dispute Resolution Act of 2064, The Director General shal]
1ssue the guidelines (or the Implementation of the NLWVSA Dispute Resolution.

Sectwn 08. Adjudication — in the event that ADR shall not be resolved 10 a favorable outcome for the

coraplaint, it shall be ruised tor adjudicalion.

Section 109. Hearing Committee - A hearing committee is hereby created to hear any complamt filcd under

the preceding section.  ft shall be composed of at least three (3) members. The Director
General or in his unavailability, the deputy head of the Center for Animal Products and Services
Regulation shall act as Chairman with the Division Chief of the commodity concerned and anv
other Division Chief of NLVSA, as may be designated by the Director General, as members
thereod,

Section 110. Powers and Functions — The Hearing Committee shall have the following powers and

functions:

To conduct formal investigation and hearings on the cases before it and make recommendations
for appropriate actions thereon for approval of the Director General:

To administer oaths, issue summons and subpoenas requiring the attendance and testimony of
witnesses or the production of such books, papers, conmacts, records, statement of accounts,
agreements, and other documents as may be material to a just determination of the matier under
investigation, and to testify in any investigation or hearing conducied in pursuance to this Act.

Tao held any person in contempt, directly or indirectly, and impose appropriate penaliics therefor
ranging from One Thousand to Ten Thousand (F1,0043.00-10,000.00) Pesos

To enjoin any or all acts involving or arising from any case pending before it which. if not
restrained forthwith, 1may cause grave or irreparable damage to any party or the covermment:

The Committee shall use every and all repsonable means 1o ascertain the facts, issues and
applicable laws, rules and jurisprodence in cach case speedily and objectively and without regard
to techimealities of law or procedure, all in the interest of due process.

In any proceeding before the Committee, the parties may be represented by a leeal counsel. The
Commitiee repont when approved by the Director General shall be final and binding on the
parties afler the lapse of fifteen {135) days from its date of recoipt by said parties.  Subject to
exceution pending appeal, any aggrieved party may appeal to the Secretary of Agriculnure within
the same peniod.

Chapier XV1LI
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section | 11. Protection of Sensitive Technical Information - The NLVSA shall teke such measure as may

be necessary i order to protect trade, industrial and policy information of indusiry
stakeholders, and researchers, when disclosure of such information  will injure  the
competitivencss or viability of their business.

Section | 12. Regudatory Fees and Reteation of Income

L.

The NLVSA shafl have the power to impose charges and fees for the services rendered subject
to the approval of the Secretary of Agnculture such as farm acorditations, ticensing of
estabfishments, products registration, laboratory tosts, Ilmport Permit  Fees. Lxport
Permit/commodity clearance fees, Issuance of Landing Permit Fees, Quarantine Inspection
Fees, Feed and Veterinary Drugs and Product Production/Tnspection Fees and the like which are
payable to the N1.VSA. Special fee shall be coliected from slaughtered animals based on a
collection scheme approved by the DA Secretary.

All income of the NLVSA shall be deposited in an authorized government depository bank as a
spectal regulatory fund. Any inerest carned by such fund rhall form part of the retained income.

. 21
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Such fund shall be used primarily for but not limited to the acquisition and expansion of office
and jabormatory space, human resource development and expansion, purchase of laboratory
equipment and motor vehicles, the wpgrading of s current facilities and equipment, and
maintenance, othcr operating expenses of the cemtral and regional laboratories, and other
activities, services of the agency in the performance of its mandate and support enforcement and
monitoring activities.

The special regulatory fund shali be allowed o accept grants, donations and other endowments
from local and external scurces in accordance with pertinent laws, rules and regulations.

Any contribution, donation, bequest, subsidy or financial aid which may be made 10 the NLVSA
for the implementation of this Act shall constitute as an allowable deduction from the taxable
income of the donor/giver and shall be exempted from don-3t"s tax.

The retention, use and application of this fund shall not be delaved, amended, zhered, or
modified, or afficted in any way by an order or directive from any ¢xecutive office, but will be
subject only 10 the general accounting rubes and puidelines by the Commission on Audit (COA).
The primary purpose of the fund as herein stated shall prevail over any other perpese that may
be pursued by NLVSA on its own initiative or through an order or directive by any higher
office. The NLVSA shall submit annually te the Secretaries of Agriculture and Budget &
Management a report on how funds were utilized including its accomplishments.

There shall also be established a legal fund out of the interest earned from the retained income
for use in case of legal actions against the officials, employees of the NLVSA in the course of
the exercise of their official functions and duties.

Section 113. Disease Compensation Fund — The disease compensation fund shall be charged against the

appropriations of ihe Department of Agricutture. For the 1.GiUs, the requirements shall be taken
from their Internal Revenue Allomment (IRA).

Section |14, Appointment of Veterinary Attackes — The Depanment of Agriculture shatl strengthen the

internationzal animal health, disease surveillance, and infarmation gathering capabiliny by the
appointment of veterinary attaches in countries that are major livestock trading pariners. In
other countries, the NLVSA, subject to the approval of the Secretary of Agriculture, and in
coordination with other government entities concemned, may require Filipino representatives
abroad and foreign- based personnel 1o assist in the collection of data on anim..! health, disease
surveitlance, and other related information.

Section |15, Fereign and Locul Grants and Aids — The NLVSA, in itself, or in collaboration with other

agencies shall receive grants and other funds for its research activities and various pruograms.

Section 116. Veterinary Education — The NLVSA in coordination with CHED and PVYMA shall regularly

previde recommendations to make veterinary medical curriculum responsive to the needs and
imperatives ol the animal industry.

Section |17, Mandatory Review. - The Congress of the Philippines shell undertake a mandatany reyiew of

this Act at least once every five (3) years and as often as it may deem necessary, (o etsure that
velerinary policies und guidelines remain responsive to changing circumstances.

Chapter XIX

TRANSITORY PROVISIONS

Section 118. Implementing Rudes and Reguiotions — The NLVSA shall promulgate the ner.ssany- rales and

regulations for the full implemenation of this Act, Provided, however, that the 1 sendlated rules
and reguiations shall be submitied 1o both Houses of Congress for information and guidance.
Such rules and regulations shall take effect upon publication in 2 newspapers of general
circulation aid submission of three (1} certified copies thereof to the National Administrative
Register of the UP Law Center.

Section 119. Creation and Reclassification of Positions ~ The NLVSA is hereby authoriee] w create,

upgrade, collapse or reclassify existing positions ¢ veterinary and refated positions necessary to
effectively implement the provisions of this Act
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Section | M}

Section 121.

Section 127

Section 123.

Chapter XX
FINAL PROVISIONS

Appropriations — The approprigtions for the NLVSA incladed In the budger of the
Department of Agriculture under the carrent General Appropriations Act shall be used o
effectively carry out the implemeniation of this Act. The appropriation may be augmented by
the income which the agency is authorized to use under this Act. Thereafier, such sumy ay
may be necessary for its continued implementation shall be incioded in the annusl General
Appropriations Aef.

Repealing Clause - Any provision of law ot regulaiion inconsistent with this Act shall be
considered modified or repealed accordingly. However, the provisions of Act Na. 3639,
Republic Act Mo, 8435, as amended, otherwise known as the “Agricubtural Fisheries
Modemization Act”, Executive Order No. 292, otherwise known as the “Administrative Code
of 19877, Republic Act No. 1556, as amended by Presidential Decree No. 7, otherwise known
as the “Livestock and Poultry Feeds Act™, Act No. 3101, Jepublic Act No. 1071, Republic Act
Mo. 1578, otherwise known as the “Livestock Promotion Fund”, Batas Pambansa Blg. %7,
Republic Act No. 8485, otherwise known as the “Animal Welfare Act of 19987, Republic Act
No. 9842, otherwise known as the “Anti-Rabies Act of 2007, and such other laws which are
not consistent with this Act shall remain vakid and in full force and effect.

Separabitity Clause - If any portion or provision of this Act is declared vaconstitutional or
invalid, the other portions or provisions hereof, which are not affected thereby, shall continue to
be in full foree and effect.

Effectivity - This Act shall take effect fifizen (15) days aler its publication in the Official
Crazenc ur in two (2) newspaper of general circulation.





