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EXPILANATORY NOTE

Despite modest gains on social and legal rights for leshians, gays, bisexuals and transgenders
(LGETS) in the Philippines, much has to be done for them 1o achieve full legal and social
equality.

While the Philippine Constitution clearly states that “The State values the dignity of cvery
human person and guarantees full respect for human nghts." people who do not canform o
soclally prescribed sexual and gender codes are sdll the targets of sugma, disciminaten and

viclence.

Thousands of .GBI's srill suffer the harsh reality of homophohia (fear of homosexuals) and
transphobia (fear of ransgenders) in their daily lives. Many are refused employment, the use
of public facliies or health care services, among others, because of their sexual orientation
and gender identry.

€1 late, there have been increasing reports of violent crimes perpetrated against LGBTs.
ccording to Hate Crime Warch which monitors media teports on rights violatons againse
LGBTs, there have been 54 reported cases of killings against gays and leshians documented
in meda since 1996. But it is the undocumented cases outside media coverage which are
estirnated 10 be much greater,

While laws protecting marginalized sectors such as women, children, migrants, national
minentes, and the eldetly have been passed, Congress has Fet tO pass trieasures protecing
the righes of LGBTs.

May 17th 1s known as the International Day Against Homophobia and ‘Transphobia or
IDAHC) in commemoration of that day in 1990 when the Warld Fealth Orpanization
temoved homosexuality from its Tnternational Classification of Mental Disordets. Every year
oa this date, people all over the world pause and ponder on the high human and social cost
of discriminadon, violence and harassment against LGBT all over the world, especaally in 80
countries wher acts, speech, works, and other things related to same-sex and sarne-gender
relations are soll punished or fined. in some countdies such as Uganda, thete is even a
pending legislation making homosexuality punishable by death.



Advocates who defend human rights based on sexnal orientation and gender idenuty m the

Philippines join IDAHO observances around the world with a number of social gatherings

and pavate activides that contnbute to the gradual achievement of equality, acceprance, and
freedom for LGBTs and their families.

Ths hiil acknowledges the reality of homophobia and discrimination and seeks to promote
public conscicusness about the need to respect the nghts of LGBTs and end the violence,
bate and disctimination heaped on them, It hopes to provide more opportunities o discuss
and seatch for solutions to the probiems confronted by our fellow humzn beings.

In s light, the passage of this bill is eamestly scught.

A|pproved,
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AN ACT
DECLARING MAY 17 OF EVERY YEAR AS THE NATIONAL DAY AGAINST
HOMOPHOBIA AND TRANSPHOBIA, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be it eracted by the Senate and the | louse af Represemtatives of the Philipipines in Congreis assembled:

SECTION L Short Title. - This act shall be known as the “National Day against
Homaophobia and Transphobia Act of 2011."

SECTION 2. In recognition of the observance of the International Day against
Transphobia and IHomophobia which was first commemorated on May 17, 1990 after
the World Health Orpanizadon removed homasexuality from its International Classification
of Mental Disorders.

SECTION 3. ‘The National Day against Homophobta and Transphobia  shall be
commemorated in the Philippines every year as in recognition of the nghts of lesbians, pays,
bisexuals and transgenders in the counry and the necd to end the discrmination, appression
and mntolerance they ate faced with in sociery.

SECTION 4. All government offices, prvate institutions, schools, colleges and universites
are hereby encouraged to extend their full support for exercises and activities n the
ubservance, promotien and protection of LGBT rights.

SECTION 5. Effectivity. I'his Act shall take cffect fifteen {15) days after its publication in
the Offidal Gazeire or in at least two (2 newspapers of pencral cirewlabon.

~Approved,





