Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon Ciy

FIFTEENTH CONGRIISS
Eirst Regular Session

HOUSE BILL No. 4728

Introduced by Reps. TEDDY A. CASINO and NERI JAVIER COLMENARES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Fhis nll secks ta close azeas declared br lucal government unirs (LGLUS) as No Miung Zones from
winng appheagons and operanons, amwnchng tor the purpose the Prubippine Minins vt of 1995,

W bl nuning 15 recoynized as one of the main contabutors o ihe counrry’s gross domesne producy,
theae o= 4 prowing resistance to birge scule mimumy in the areas where 1these OPErare. £ oammunites
trorn Jutfere prowinees sach as {:apu, M;J:rim:]u:.r_p.w~ Palawan, Remiblon, f\..e-{__:;r-_ms Oxccidenral,

| imreny Samar, and South Cotabato has o passed provincial ordnances declanms a ban on My,
ppeTafons and ar s momtoriam on applications.

A he communities in host provinees are the pnes directly affected by muning aperations and thereiiore
have the nght 1o be heard. 'Thus, the nurional government should respect and recogmize loval
govvimment ardinances banning oniniog opeauons in ther respective temuories, This is in kevplige
anh the countn’s lows and in recogmiion of the LGLs” role o pralect and presen o rhe
ervarontent and the peaple’s welfare.

Fhvre 1o need 1o respeat the prerogative of local LOTVELAMeNT unts 1o decbure areas under ther
lurisd1CTon s e tnning zones. [noa case deaded by the Supreme Coure (Tane o Sovtes GLR N,
=202 Aogust 21, 1997 where the supremc Coun sustained the local ordmance passed by Puerto
Pooeess Cav which banned the export of lis e fish from Puenio Prncess to curtal the pracoce of
cvarnde fishing, rhe High Tribunal held rhar, "The Local Govemment Code provizons hvaked by
poviate respondents (Puerto Proncesa Cind) mercly seek to give flesh and blood s the right of the

perspde ro abalanced and healthful ecology. In tacr, the General Welfare Clavs. enpres:ly mentons
ths Arhg

SEC G Corerad W afre, Tivery lucal gos emment unir shall exercise e powers cxpresshe praned,
e necessanly implued theeetrom, as well as [HrwiTs nedes ey, Appropare. or widennal For is
e amd eilective govemance. and those whieh zre essendsl to rhe promonon o the general
weltare Woirhin their eespective 1emienal junisdicnons. local povernment uaits still enzure and
supprort e ather thanps, the preservanon and enrchaenr of culmure, presmiote health aod sl
vihanee e nglit of the people 12 batanced veclog | cucourge and suppoe the develuproent of



apprepmale amd seli-rehiunt soenofic and echnslogical capalbalioes, wnpeose palalc moorals, enbance
covnorme prosperity and aoctal jiastve, promote full emplovmens among there cesclenn- ranitan
euece and order, and preserve the comboer and cons emtence ot their inhabitanes.”

I+ supporing them through a lvw that will uphold ther powet 1w repulate mining, 1.6G17s will
Brecome mure empowered and responsitde to rheir constoents, By recopmiang their role in the
proteenion and presetvauon ol the covironmenr and the country’s natural resources for the present

and rhe furure peneranons, the people wall parﬁcipnr& more 141 the decision making, processes of the
=TT .

Beuye an cxtracree mdusery, muning poses grear rhrears o our trunie environment. Baoacad
SOVCTIIMOnT unics must be given the nghe ro chart the destny of their emvironment, Tlus ball secks
o dos that by meluding among the areas closed tor mimng applicauons arcas deckared by lacal

S LTI T WINES 0% DO-IMBT wones.

Thw bull ikewse prolnbies noniog 1 prme apnealiural lands as well as areas contaunng culrral
PLOpeIiics,

I vew ot the toregenng, immediate passage of this bili is carnestly sougha,

ara .
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AN ACT
INCLUDING AMONG THE AREAS CLOSED TO MINING APPLICATIONS
THOSE DECLARED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS AS NO MINING ZONES,
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7942 OTHERWISE KNOWN
AS THE PHILIPPINE MINING ACT OF 1995, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

B cmvniied 51t Nemate and the § s vf Representalores of the Phoiippine en CLamgrens LR e

Secnon L Declaration of Policy, | 1s hereby a declared policy of the Soate 1 cosure that the
puower of local government unirs, consisrent with irs mandare under the genezal welrare chiuse of the
Lorcal Guwvermment Code, to enact ordinances to enlunce the tight of the peopic o a bulanced
ecilops L is upheld at all tmes.

Pursuant 1o this, the riplat ol Jowzl fOVemMMEAr unils (0 exettpt areas under thelr junsdicgon from
e appheanions s hkewise susmained.

Secuom 2. Secuon 19, Chaprer T of Republic Act No. 7942 otherwise known as the Ihibppane,
Shiming et of T9%5 15 hereby amended 1o read as Follows:

"SEC. 19, Areas Closed to Mining Applications. - Mincral ATCCmCNT,

wncluding fmancial and wehnical assistance agreements shall not be albowed e

i milieary and other governnient resercadons, CNCCPL UPON POt whitten ¢lestance
[ the povernment agency concerned,

L Near or under public or privare bulddings, cemeteries, archeological and lustonc
simes, bridpes, highwa v warerwavs, nlroads, resencoirs, dants or arher
wirasirucnire projects, public or prvare works including planmanons or valuable
CLOpe, eXPUCt Upon written consent of the government agency and 1the poviie
coTin concerned;

< Incareas covered by vald and exXtsuny miming mghrs;



Jdo Lo aress expresshe probubired by faw

Lo TN ARLAS DECLARELD BY LOCAL GOVEIRRAENT 1 NI As NG
SIPENG ZONES,

P IN PRIME AGRICULTURAL L ANDS, IRRIGAB]E ANDY REIGATERD
FOAUNLDS AR DEFINGD BY REPEBIIC AT 7K,

Gl PN AREASWHEREFIN ThHERE ARE CULTURAL PROPERTY s
EANUMERNTER UNDTUR REPLRLIC ACT LRI,

he Foarens covered by snwll scale muners as defined v law unless wih priogs consent of die
~muil-seale nmgers, n which case a o aaley pasment upent the atilizacon of mntersls <hall be
agreed upon by the parrics, said rovaln tormimyz a trust fund for the socioeconsmic
develapment of rhe cutnmunn concerned;

arand

1: UHd grovwth or virgin forests proclaimed warershed forest resences, wilderme-s
ATeds, MANEIOV e forests, musst foreses, nadonal parks, provincial/ municipal
temeats, parks, preenbels, game refuge and bird sanctuaries as defined by baw in
areas expressly prohibited onder the Naoonal Tntegrared Protected Aress Svstemn
NPAR: under Republic Yot No. 7336, Departnent Adiunistrats ¢ Order Mo,

2> senes of 1992 and odher bws™

Section 3. Separability Clause. If any provision of this Act is held mvalid or unconstunonal, the
renmder of the et or the provision nor otherwise affected shall remain valid and subsisting.

section 4. Repealing Clause. Aoy law, preswlendal decree or 1ssuance, exceudve vrder, leter of
WRFICTON, adnimstraine ule or regulabion contan o or inconsistent with the provisions of rhis
Acr s hereby repealed, modified or amended accordingly.

Sccaon 5. Effvetivity Clause. This Act shall take effecr fifteen (13) days after ity publication in at
feanr o 20 ewspapers of general circulapen.
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