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On September 22, 2007 a fishkill m Comarines Sur's Lake Buhi threatened the
livelihcod of local fishermen. This was due the loosened sulfur dioxfde from semrounding
volcanoces os a result of heowy monsoon roins according to on agency concemed. The fishkill
daffected 67.762 pecple and 13, 238 families residing within in the lake area, On October 10,
2010, reports had it that a fish kill involving hundreds of kllos of tilapla and bangus in Laguna
Lake was due to a chemical spill caused by a liquor and wine distitlery In the areq of Cabuvoo,
Loguna.

The katest of the fish kills accurred in Toal Lake on June 201. Fish cage oumners in the
Tool Lake alone in the province of Batenger lost over 370 tons thett tromsdotes to around Piso
million due to the fish kill mcident. The fish kill according to the Bureau of Fisheries cnd
Aquatic Resources {(BFAR) is o "phenomencn”, but directly links the occurrence to ovenstocking
of fish coges and the wse of environmentally umsoumd production processes. The BFAR could
only react to the situation os it proposes water quaolity moenitoring os apparenthy the solution
o the long-stamding problem.

The importance of Phifippine Lakes

There are 24t Iaokes in the Philippines, ten (10} Iisted os Major Lakes, os follows:

Labe Lecation Area (ha)
Loguna de Bay Loguna and Rixal 89,076
Lake Lemoo Lemao del Sur 34,000
Taal Lake Batomgas 24,356
Lake Mainit Surigoo del Norte-Agusan 17,430
Neaujon Loke Orlental Mindoro 7899
Lake Buluem south Cotabato 6,134
Loke Bato Camomrines Sur 3,792
Lake Pogusi Agusemn 2534
Loke Labexs South Cotabato 2141
Lake Lumao Agusan 168

The total area of these 241 lakes & around 206,000 hectares, with the ten (10) major
kabes occupying about 185,352 hectores, that have long been tapped for fishery production,
power genenation, imrigation. Labke fishery — tilapia ond bangus — is sald to contribute to about
15% of the ccuminy's total production, not to mention the equally important production of
cerbain spedies endemic to particular lakes such s the “bowilis” and “moliputo” in Taal Lokes



and “cesili® In Lake Malnit in Surigoo del Norte,  Other Important uses of lakes is its copability
to supply potable water to the entire Philippine population that now reaches about 90 million
ard i use In power generation and to mention, kadves are tourist  destinations.

The Urpency for Managing Philippine Lokes

The latest Taal Lake fish kill underscores the need for effecting effective management
of the country’s lakes and their ecosysterms. The need for regulation of economic adbvities, the
empowerment of all its stakeholders for equitable dktribution of wealth and income from
lakes, the protection and conservation efforts have proven urgent.

The major ssues and challenges, according to Rafael D. Guerro Il of the Philippne
Council for Aquotic and Marine Research and Development (PCMARD) are of the nature akin
to erwironmental, sodial and Institutionod. Bwironment issues comprise degroadation of lake
ecosysterns ond loss of biodivenity: sodal omd economic issues of decreasing Tncomes of fisher
folk and conflicts arising from the use of lakes and s resources; and, the lack of management
automs ond weak support mechanisns as msbitutional issues.

This Representation believes that the development of Philippine lakes require
comprehemsive intervention that includes the formuiation of a common ond comprehensive
devalopment frameworh. This framewaork: should encompaoss regulation of economic and other
wes of lakes; the protection and comservation of lake resources ol ecosystems; o,
manogement. and  govemonce. Needless to soy that Phllippme Lokes deserve aqual
development focus from the govemment

This proposed legislative measure integrates all development initiatives of stoteholders
in addressing ksues and concerms of developing Philippme lakes in a manner that i
comprehemnsive, It seels to harmeonize the exisbing processes and ol other development
interventiorns through the creation ot establishment of the Phifippine Lake Rescurces
Devedopment omdd Monagernent Counil (PLRDMC).

This Representation strongly believes that the matter of attagining comprehernsive
Philippine Lakes development could only be attamed through the creation of the PLRDMC.
Thus, the enaciment of this piece of legklation k ardently sought for.
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AN ACT CREATING THE PHILIPMINE LAKES RBESOURCER: DEVELOPMENT AND
MANAGEMENT COBNCIL AND PROVIDING FENDS THEREFOR

Article ik

This Act shall be known as the Philippine Lakes Development Act of 2010 or an
Act Creating the Philippine Lakes Resources and Development Coundl and
Providirkg Funds Therefor

Dedaoration of Polioy — It b heteby dediared the policy of the State:

b.

L

to provide for o common framework for the comprehensive or holistic
development of Philippine Lakes ;

to achieve food seamity and the effective wse of other potentick of
Phillppine lakes os the overriding comsideration in the utllization,
rmanagement, development conservation ond protection of kedwes in
order to provide the food and cther needs of the population. The
protection and preservation of the economic and livelihood viability of
Philippine lckes through the protection and conservation of loke
ecosysterns and the maintenance of its ecologicol balance:

to limit access to Philippine lakes for the exclusive use and enjoyment of
Fllipino citizens:

to ensure the rationa and sstalinable development., management andt
conservation of lokes in the Philippines, consistent with the prirmaordial
objective of maintaining a sounmd ecological balonce, protecting and
enhancding the quality of the arwironment:

to provide support to the lakes' fishery sector. primarily to the
fisharfolk, induding women and youth sectors, through appropriate
technology and research, odequate finandal, production, construction of
post-harvest  fodlities, morketing asistanice, and other services. Loke
workerns shall recefve o just share for their labor in the ullizabion of
fishery resources;

to monoge loke-fisheries ond the utilization of its resources for other
uses, in a manner comnsisbent with the concept of an integrated labe orea
management, approprictely supported by research, tedhnical senvices
and guidance provided by the Stote; omd,

to grant the private sector the privilege to utilize fishery ond other
potential economic ond sodal uses of laohe resources,



The Stotte shall ensure the attainment of the following objectives of kake fihery and i
ather uses through:

L

Section 1.

SecHon il.

Comservation, protecton and sustaived management of the coc.l'ltlv's kthes
ecosysterms and its resources;

Pouverty alleviation and the provkion of supplementary Ih}dil'lﬁod among
fisherfolk and lake shore commumities;

improvement of productivity of oquaculture and other economic and sodal
uses within the lokes ecologicod limits:

Upgrading of post-harvest technology: ond,

Regulation ond monitoring of all economic octivities in the lake ares,

Creation of the Philippine Lakes Resources Development amd Monoagement
Councll (PLROMC)

There is hereby created under the office of the President. o Philippine

Laokes Resources Development and Management Coumcll (PLDC) solely
for the purpose of ottending to the needs for the development of lake-
fishing industry and the reguldation, monitorimg cad development of
other uses and sodo—economic activities within Philippme laokes that shall
have the following fundhions:

.

set cmd recommend polides and formubate standords for the
effective, effident. ecomomical and erwironmentally sound
operations of lake-fishing indwstry in accordomce with the
programs of the government;

set ond recommend policies end formulate stondards for the
effective and economical ond efficient operations of other wses of
Philippime lake resotaces in occordance with the government
programs;

exercise overall supervkion over all functions ond ocbvities of ol
other bodies concerned with the development of Philippine lakes:

establish, with the assistance of the Department of the
Agriculture, ceate Mumicipal and or City Lahe Resources
Development Coundk os may be necessary and appropriate and
arganize the internal structure of the PLRDMC in such momner os
is necessary i the effident and effective ottomment of it
objectives and purposes; and

perform such other functions a3 maoybe necessary or proper to
cttaln the objectives of this Act.

Composition of the Philippine Lakes Resources Developmentt ond

Manogement Councll {PLRDMC)

a. The Philippine Lokes Resources Development and Management Coundl
{PLRDMC} shall be composed of the following:

1.

the Secretory of Agriculture, as chairman:

2. the Secretory of the Interior and Local Government:
3. five {5) members representing the fisherfolk and fishworkers.



4, five (5} members representing the loke-fshery operators and the
processing sectors; .

5. A representative each from sectors using lodves other than fishery:

6. two {2) members from the ocademe: and

7. one (1) representative of NGO Involved In lake-development

b. The Council shall horee a Secretoriat emd a Central Office located in Memilo,

Section Hl. The members of the PLDC, except for the Secretary of Agriculture and the

Secaetary of the Imterior and local Govemment, shall serve for a term of
three (3) years without reappointment.

Secton IV, Furnictions of the PLROMC. - The PLRDMC shall have the following fundctions:

a.

Section V.

Section VI.

assist in the formulation of national policies for the protechion,
sustainable developmertt ond memogement of laokes ond its resources for
the approval of the Secretary of Agriculture;

assist the Office of the President in the preparation of @ National Lokes
Resources Monogermert omdd Development Plon: and

perform such other fumctions os may be provided by low.

The Municipal/iCity Loke Resources Developmamt and Marogerment
Councils (M/CLRDMCs). - The M/CLRDMCs shall be ceated in each of
the municipalities and dhies abutting maojor lakes, However, the LGU
may careate the some whenever necessary,

Functions of the M/CIRDMC: - The M/CLRDMCs shall exercise the
following functions:

(< assist in the preporation of the Labke Rewources Development and
Manogement Plon and submit such plant to the Munidpal
Developmeaent Courwil;

b. recommend the enoctment of lake-fishery ordmonces to the
sangguniong  boyanfsangguniang  ponlungsod through it
Committee on Fsheries:

C. assist in the enforcement of laws, rules and regulations on kakes:

d. advise the sangguniang bayan/panlungsod on kake-—fishery and
matters of its other uses thru its Committee on Fisheries, if such as
been vrganized: and

e, petform such other fumetions which may be assigned by the
scmgguniomg Moyon/pomiungsod.

Composition of the M/CFARMC.- The reqular members of the
M/CFARMC:s shall be composed of;

Municipai/City Planning Development Officer: as chairperson
Chalrperson, Agrikuiture/Fishery Committee of the Songgumicom
Boyon/Panlungsod:

representative of the Munidpal/City Development Coundl:
representative from the acoredited non-govemment orgamization:
representative from the private sector;

representative from the Departrment of Agriculture; and,
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7. at leost ten {10) (1) fisherfolk representatives, , one (1) fishworker
ond three (2) representatives each from youth and women sector.

The Coundil shall adopt rnuiles and regulations necessary to govem its procaedings.

ARTICLE IV,

ARTKICLE V.

ARTICLE VL.

Apprapriations. — The Philippine Lakes Resources Development ond
Management Council shall be appropriated an Iinitial One Hundred Million
(M00,000,000) Pesos for its inftial operations o] all other subsequent
requirements for its continved operotions shall be part of the General

Appropriations Act.

Separabilty Clowse. K omy poot or provision of ths Act be deckored
uncorstitutionol, the other porks or provisions hereof which ore not affected
thereby, shall continue m full force and effect.

Effectivity Clowse. This Act shall toke effect fifteen (15) days after its publication
im at least two (2) national newspapers of general circulation.





