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EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill seeks to upheld the Filipino consumers’ nights to be informed of the contents of
what they arc buying and eatng. This right to an inforrmed choice will only be possible if proper
labeling s present in food products, particulatly those containing or have underpone genetic
modification.

Genetic engineeting in food craps is rclanvely new. However, there have been many cases
discovered which should tell us that genetically modified products could senously harm human
beings and the environment. Several studies abroad have raised the problems of toxidry, allerpy and
environmental damage. Cases of contarnination of ctops have also been recorded in farms here in
the Phibppines adjacent to those raising penedcally engineered crops. The scienific community js
drided between those who think genetically-modified orgamsms are safe for human consumpton
while another camp is claiming that there is nor enough proof to say that genetically-modificd
Otganisms pose no nsk to health and environment. As long as there is no gencral consensus ver as 1o
the harmlessness and safety of genetcally-modified otganisms, it is best 10 take the precautionary
principle in dealing with these genetically-modified organisms. The country has no strict regulations
nor advanced technelogy to deal with the genedcally-modified otganisms’ impact on the consuming
public.

Republic Act No. 7394, or the Consumer Act of the Philippines, states that it is the policy of
the Sute * 1o protect the interests of the consumer, promete his general welfare and 1o esrablish
standacds of conduct for business and industry.” RA No. 7394 further states thar, “provision of
information and education to facilitate sound choice and the proper exercise of rights by the
consumer” shall be implemented by the Stare.



We cannot underestirmaie the known and suspected environmental and health fsks inherent
n genetically-modified organisms to embrace the unproven rechnology of genetic engineering,
Other countries in the world have acted through legislation to protect their cifizens and
environment from the threat of genetically engineered crops and food. Clearly, we must do the
same. While waiting for stricter regulations on the entry of patented genedcally-modified genes and

food products in the Philippines, we must make sure that consumers are not expased 1o the possible
dsks by untested technology.

Thus, early approval of this bill is eamestly saught
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AN ACT
REQUIRING THE MANDATORY LABELING OF FOOD AND FOOD PRODUCTS
CONTAINING GENETICALLY-MODIFIED ORGANISMS

Be it enacted by the Senate and House Representatives of the Phifppines in Congress assembled:

SECTION L Skorr Title, This Act shall be known as “Genetically-Modified (GM) Food
Labehing Act of 20117

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. It is the policy of the State to protect the inerests of the
consumer, promote his general welfare and w estsblish standards of conduet for business and
mndustry as stated in In Republic Act 7394 or the Consumer Act of the Philippines. Towards this
end, the State shall implement measures to achieve the following objectives: a) protection against
hazards 1o health and safety; b} protection against decepave, unfair and unconscicnable sales acs
and practices; <) provision of informanon and education to facilitate sound choice and the propet
exercise of nghts by the consumer; and d) provision of adequate nghts and means of redress.
Likewise, the Consamtion provides that the Stte shall “protect and premate the right to health of
the people and insdll health consciousness amonyg them.”

It 15 hereby declared the policy of the State that consumers have the nght to know the
matenals with which their food is produced. Proper and mstrucave labeling of food products allows

consumers to evaluate consumption risks aod have informed choice when purchasing these
products.

SEC. 3. Mandatory Labeling Requirement. All food and food products containing
geneacally-modified organisms, as well as those produced by geneac engineering technologies, shall



be labeled i accordance with the provisions of this Act. For this purpose, Artcle 54 of BA 7304,
otherwise known as the Consumers’ Act of the Philippines, is hereby amended as follows:

“Arncle 84. Additonal Labeling Requirements for Food. — The following additional labeling
requirements shall bx: itnposed by the concerned department for food:

a4} expiry or expiration date, where applicable;

b) whether the consumer product is semi-processed, fully processed, ready-to-cook, ready-
to—eat, prepared food or just plain mixture;

c) outritive value, if any;
d} whether the ingredients use are natural or synthetic, as the case may be;
e) whether the product or any of the ingredients are genetically-engineered;

All food and food products domestically sold, whether manufactured locally
or importcd, and which conwin penetically-modified organisms, incloding
those produced by genetic engineering technologies; shall indicate in their
respective labels of packaging the notice, ‘THIS PRODUCT CONTAINS
GENETICALLY-MODIFIED ORGANISMS, OR WAS PRODUCED WITH
GENETICALLY-ENGINEERED MATERIAL. GMO CODE ##8#4’ The
notice must be clearly legible and conspicuous and shall indicate the source
of the foreign gene spliced and/or the genetic engineering process used on
the food or food product concerned,

f) {e}] such other labeling requirements as the concerned department may deemn necessary

and reasonable.
For purposes of the above sub-secdon, the following definitions shall apply:

“(1) ‘genctc engineering’, also called penerc modification, is the direct human manipulstion
of an organism's genome using modern DNA technology. 1t involves the introduction
of foreigm NNA or synthenc genes into the organism;

“(2) “genetically-modified organism’ ((GMO) - means an organism, with the exception of
human beings, in which the genetic matetial has been altered in a way that does nor
occur natarally by matng and/or natural recombination;

{3 ‘genevcally modified food’ means food from crops or livestock containing and
consistng of GMOs or have undergone genetic englneering,

“(4) ‘genetically modificd food products’ means food which have underpone a

manufacturing process and which contain ingredients containing, consistng of or
produced from GMOs;

“{3) ‘'GMO idenufication code’ {(GMO LD} - a simple numeric or alpha-numeric code wich
serves to identify the type of genetically-modified material present in the food or food
products;



“{6) ‘ingredient” shall mean any substance, including additives, used in the manufacure or
preparation of a foodsmff and sdll present in the finished product, cven if in altered
form.

SEC. 4. Misbranding of Food and Food Products. All food and food products which do
oot comply with the provisions of this Act shall be considered as misbranded. For this purpose,
secnon 15 of RA 3720, otherwise known as the Food, Drugs and Drug Devices, and Cosmetc Act,
15 hereby amended by adding the following subsectons:

“Secton 15. A food shall be deemed 10 be misbranded:
{a) L its labeling is false or misleading in any particular;

XXXX

{I) 1f it purports or claims 1o be naturaily-grown food or food product when it
fact it contains genetically-modified organism or is product of genetic
engineering technology;

(m) If it contains any genetically-modified organism or is a product of genetic
engineering, unless it bears labeling stating this fact pursuant w0 the
provisions of KA, 7394, as amended; and

(n) The provisions in Section 15{(e}{2) of this Act shall in no case apply to food

and food products containing genetically-modified organisms, including
those produced with genetic engineering technologies.”

SEC. 5. Genetically Modified Organissn (GMO) Traceability. In order 10 facilitate the
monronng of genetically-modified crops and livestock as they are transported from the farm o the
markets, the Department of Agriculwure, through its plant and animal bureaus, shall devise a systemn
for identfying the type of genctically-modificd material introduced on the crops and livestock Thas
genetcally-modified organism identfication code (GMO TD) must be umique and spedfic to each
pe of genencally-modifed matedal. GMO 1D shall be made publicly available in order for
consumers 1o idennfy the type of genetically-modified marerial contained in their food.

All genedcally-modified crops or livestock in the market, particularly those sold in butk, shall
have ansmission iInformation in writing which siates:

(a) that the product conning GA{Ds
{b} the GMO ID code

The GMO ID shall be present in all stages of production and should be on the label of the
pruduct sold o consurners.

SEC. 6. Geneticaily-Modified Onganism (GMO) Threshold for all foods and food
products. Presence of trace amounts of genetically-modified organisms in non-GMO food aand
Tt products is technically unavoidable. It is therefore necessary to fix a threshold of the amount
ot genencally modificd material content in the food and food -products purporting to be produced
ar sourced from non-GM crops or livestock. Food and food products found to contain genctically-



modified matenal above Lero Point Nine Percent (0.9%) shall bear the label as indicated in Section
3 of this Act.

SEC. 7. Inapplicability of Provisions on Regulations-Making Exceptions. The power
of the Secretaty of Health to make exemptions from the rules and regulations implementing R.A.
73494 and R.A- 3720, shall in no case apply to food or food products containing penetically-modified
orgamism, including those produced using genetic engineering technologies.

SEC. 8. Information-Dissemination. The Department of Health (DOH), through the
Food and Drugs Administration (FDA), shall cause to be disseminated to the general public all
available information conceming feod and food products containing genetically-modified organism,
inchuding those produced using genetic engineering technologies.

SEC. 9. Importation of Offer of Information of Feod and Food Products Containing
Genetically- Modified Organisms or Produced Using the Genetic FEngineering
Technologies. The provisions of Secdon 30 of RA. 3720, as amended, shall apply to all
importaton or offers of importation of food and food products containing genencally-modifred
orgamsm, including those produced using genedc enginecring technclogies.

SEC. 10. Food and Food Products Afready an the Market. All food and food products
confaining genetcally-modified organism, acluding those produced using genetc engineering
technologies, already on the market at the effectivity date of this Act which have not yet complied
with the provisions hereof, shall so comply with the mandarory labeling requirernent in Secdon 3 of
this Aet within a perod of one (1) year from the date of effectivity of this Act

SEC. 11. Penal Provisioas. Without prejudice to any civil action for damages that may be
msuruted by any povate offended party, any person who shall viclate the provisions of this Act or
its wmplementing rules and regulations shall, upon conviction, be subject to imprisonment of not less
than six i) months and one day but not more than six {6) years, or a fine of not less than One
Hundred Fifry Thousand Pesos (P150,000.00) nor more than One Million Pesas {P1,000,000.00), or
both, ar the diseretion of the court.

If the oftender is a jundical person, the penalty shall be imposed upon its president,
manuger, of head. If the offender is an alien, he shall, after service of sentence, be immediately
deporred without a need of any further proceedings.

SEC. 12. Implementing Rules and Regularions. The Department of Trade and Industry
11T, m consukaton with approprate governmen: agencies, industry representtives, civic
OIFAnizatons, NON-government organizatons, people’s organizations and other professionals, shall
promalgate the necessary rules and regulations for the effective implementation of this Act within
nuery (90 days from the date of effecavity thereof.

SEC. 13. Separabitity Clause. Any law, presidential decree of issuance, executive order,
letier of mstrucaon, administrative order, rule or regulanon contraty to or inconsisient with the
provision of this Actis hereby repealed, modified or amended accordingly.

SEC. 1. Effecsivity. Any law, presidental decree or issuance, executive onder, lewer of
instrucuon, administranve order, rule or regulation CONITALY o or nconsistent with the provision of
thi: Acris hereby repealed, modified or amended accordingly.



Approved,



