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Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE}
{Quezon City, Metro Manila . §

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
.- - --Second Regular Session - - Ng

_ 1491
COMMITTEE REPORT NO.

Submitted by the Cammittee on Natural Resources, Committee on Appropriations,

and Commiitee on Ways and Means on =TT e

Re: House Bill No. 5421

Recommending its approval in substifution of House Bilt No, 769

Sponsors: Represematives Francisco T. Matugas, Joseph Emific A. Abaya,
Hermilando | Mandanas and Edcel C. Lagman

_Hr Speaker:

The Committee on Natural Resources, Committee on Appropriations, and
Committee on Ways and Means, to which was refemred House Bill Nc. 789,
introduced by Represeniative Edcel C. Lagman, entitled:

“AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN ‘ADOPT-A-WILDLIFE SPECIES PROGRAM’,
PROVIDING INCENTIVES THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES”

have considered the same and recommend that the herein attached House Bill
No. _ ~fga.. | entitled

“AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN ‘ADOPT-A-WILDLIFE SPECIES PROGRAM,
PROVIDING INCENTIVES THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PLRPOSES”

be approved in substitution of House Bill Nc. 769, with Represertatives Lagman,
Matugas, Abaya, and Mandanas as authors theredf,

Committee Chairman
Committee on Natura! Resources

HERMILANDO i. MANDANAS
Committee Chairman
Commitiee on Ways and Means

THE HONORABLE SPEAKER
House of Representatives
Quezon City
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Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezen City

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS . _. . __
Second Regular Session

g i
- HOUSE BILL NO. I
{in substitutior of HB No. 769

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES FncEL T, Lacgman, FRancisco T. MATUGAS,
JOSEPH EMILIC A. ARAYA AND HERMILANDS | MANDANAS

AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN "ADOPT-A-WILDLIFE SPECIES
PROGRAM”, PROVIDING INCENTIVES THEREFOR, ANDO
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EBe it ernacted by the Senafe and the House of Represenlafives of the Philigpines
Ceongress assembied:

SECTION 1. Title.- This Act shail be known as the "Adopt-a-Wv:idlife
Species Act of Z2011.°

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy.- The State is mandated under Se.. 1€
Article Il of the Constitution to "protect and advance the right of the people o a
Balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhwthm anc harmory of
nature.” Towards this end, Republic Act No. 9147, otherwise known as the
“Wildiife Conservation and Protection Act”, enumerates the policy to conserve
the country's wildlife resaurces and their hahbitats for sustatnability by
{a) conserving and proteciing wildlife species and theiwr habilat to promcte
ecological balance and enhance biological diversity; b} regulating the
collection and trade of wildlife; {¢) pursuing, with due regard to the nat znal
interest. the Philippine commitment to nternational conventions on ‘he
protection of wildlife and their habitats, and (d) initiating or supporting scie~tfic
studies on the conservation of hiclogical diversity.

Consistent with this policy, the State under Republic Act No. 7586 ras
astablished a National Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) covering
habitats of rare, threatened and endangered species of plants and animais

atong with biographic zores and related ecosystemns.



[

L

Ly

SEC. 3. Adopt-a-Wildlife Species Program. - Pursuant to the
afcresaid national policy, there is hereby estatlished an "Adopt-a-Viidliie

Species Program” which shall be impiemernted in all appropriate areas of the

gouritfy with the " active participation, imvolvement and assistance of Locai

Government Units {LGUs), Non-Gover~mert Organizations (NGOs), People’s
Organizaticns (Pos), civil society groups and private individLals.

The pragram snal! have the foilewing objectives:

(a) To conserve and protect biclogical diversity and promote ecologicat

sustainable deveiopment;
{b) To prevent species extinztion and promote the protection of
threatened species and ther habitats; and

(c] To encourage the conservation of threatened species and their

habitats through the active participatior of the private sector and sl
other sectors of society.

SEC. 4. Memorandum of Agreement. — A Memorandum of Agreement
IMOA) stipulating the terms and ~cnditions of the adoption shall be executed by
and between the adopting entity or individual and the Secretary of the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources {DENR), or the Secretary
of the Department of Agriculture (DA}, or the Chairman of the Palawan Coundcil
‘or Sustainable Development (PCSD). or their duly authorized representatives.
whichever govemment agency has jurisdiction over the selected waldiife
species in accordance with Republic Act No. o147,

The above parties, in preparing the MOA and in deciding the terms and

conditions to be included in it, must consider the following:
{a) the most efficient and effective use of available rescurces for the

conservation and protection of threatened species and/or its

habitat;
(b) the minimization of any significant adverse sacial and leelatnlaglls

CONSequences,

(c) the measures by which the public may co-operate in the
conservatian of a threatenad species and/or its habitaZ]

(d) the special interest or knowledge that indigenous pecole may have

in the species and habitat concemed; and
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{e) the acquisition of expent and professional assistance.
The Memorandum of Agreement shaii among others:

1. identify the threatened species andfor its habitat that wili be
covered by the program; T

2. identify any process or processes ithat threaten the speries
andfor its habiat:

3. specify measures to be undertaken t¢ ensure the conservalion
and protection of the threatened species and/for its habitat;

4 enumerate performance ixdicators that are to be usec in
evaluating the conservation and protection of the species ana/or
its habitat; and

5. identify the private organizations or individuals and/or pubdic
authorities who may be involved in the implementation of the
measuras included in the Memcrandum of Agreement

The MOA shall be effective for at least two (2) years, which may be
extended upon mutual agreement of the parties: Provided, That such periad
may be shortenied in the event the adopting entity is dissolved or the adopting
individual dies without any willing and qualified successor before the expiraton
af the contract period, unless the MOA is earlier terminated in accordance with
Section 6§ herecl. Provided, further, That if the adopting entity or individual
chooses to assign the implementation of the program to ancther qualified entty
or individual, such assignment shall be in writing to be approved by the head of
the government agency concemed, or the person's duly authorized
representative.

SEC. 5. National Technical Committee and Regional Monitoring
Commitfee.- The Secretary of the DENR, the Secretary of the DA, and the
Chairman of the PCSD shall establish in their respective agencies the following
committees:

{a) A National Technical Committee (NTC)} composed of ranking
officials and experts in the field of wildiife conservation and
management, inciuding representatives fram the private sector who
are engaged in biodiversity conservation, to formulate the design
and mechanics of the implemeniation of the program. The NTC

e
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(b)

shall fikewise meet once every three (3) months or as often as
necessary to process project proposals submitted by parties
interested in participating in the program, and submit appropriate
recommendations to the concemed govemment agency head.

A Regional Monitoring Commitiee {RMC} composad of ranking
regional and PCSD officials down fo the provincial and municipal/
community levels, to conduct periodic moniforing, review and
evaluation of the performnance of the adopting entity or individual,
the results of which shall be the basis in granting the tax exempiion
to the adopting entity or individual under Section 7 heredf, or in the
pre-termination of the MOA when deemed appropriate like in cases
of abandonment or insolvency of the adopting entity or ingdividual of
its serious violations of the MOA.

SEC. 6. Obligations of the Adopting Entity or Individual.- The
foilowing shall be the obligations of the adopting entity or individual:

(a)

(b}

Comply strictly with the terms and conditions slipufated in the
Memorandum of Agreement referred to in Sectiocn 4 hereof, and
Perform such other obligations or undertaking as may be required
by the nationai government agency having junsdiction over the
subject wildlife species consistent with the conservation policies
enunciated in Republic Act No. 9147,

SEC. 7. Tax Exemption.- Any donation, cantribution, request or grant
which shaill be made to the “Adopi-a-Wildlife Species Program® by the adopting
entity or individual shail be exempt from the denor’s tax and the same shall be
considered as allowable deduction from gross income in the computation of the
donor's income tax, in accordance with the provisions of the National Intemal

Revenue Code of 1887, as amended.
SEC. 8. Appropriations.- The amount necessary for the iniial

implementation of this Act shall be charged against the current year's
anpropriations of DENR, DA and PCSD. Thereatter, such amounts as may be
recessary for its continued impiementation shali be included in the annual

{General Appropriations Act.
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SEC. 9. Implementing Rules and Regulations.- The Secretary of the
DENR, the Secrefary of the DA, and the Chairmnan of the FCST, or thel~ duiy -
authorized representatives, shall, i consuitalion with the Deparimet of

 Finance, jointly formulate the rues and regutalions to implemert the retavant

grovisions of this Act.
SEC. 10. Separability Clause.- If any provision of this Act is dec:ared
unconstitutional, the vatidity of the otrer provisions shall not be affected by

sLich declaration.
SEC. 11. Repealing Clause.- All laws, decrees, orders, ruiles and

regulations or parts thereof inconsistent with this Act are hereby repealsd cr

medified accordingly.
SEC. 12. Effectivity.- This Act shall take effect fifteen {15) days afer its

publication in the OfMcial Gazetle or in two (2} newspapers of general
circulation.
Approved,
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