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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Section 1 of Article XIV of the 1987 Philippine Constitution provides that “[t/he State
shall protect and promote the right of all citizens to quality education at all levels, and shall rake
appropriate steps to make such education accessible to all.”

It is unforlunate that despite this explicit mandate of the Constitution, many Filipino
children have been forced to stop attending primary and secondary schools due to poverty.
Ofientimes, as in the case of many of my indigent constituents in the Second District of Marikina
City, the stoppage is the result of the refusal of a student’s former school to release academic
records and other documents required by the student to transfer to a public school due to the
student’s failure to settle financial obligations with the former school. Sadly, there is no law that
addresses this iniquitous practice.

This bill seeks to correct this practice. This bill is premised on my personal conviction
that no child should be deprived of education due to poverty. The rights of our children to
education, to learn and to be able to be given. the opportunity to develop their faculties to be
productive members of our society take precedence over the property and proprictary rights of
school owners. This does not mean however that there is reason for school owners to fret. Clear
and reasonable measures are provided by this bill to ensure that while the right to education is
upheld. the rights of school owners are also secured. :

The expedient approval and passage of this bill into law is strongly recommended.
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ROMERO FEDERICO “MIRO” 8. QUIMBO

Representative
Second District Marikina City
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AN ACT
PROHIBITING PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS FROM WITHHOLDING THE
ACADEMIC RECORDS OF STUDENTS FOR NON-PAYMENT OF TUITION AND
OTHER FEES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSESR

Be it enetad bu the Senate end Bonse of fzpreseaiatives of the Philippies i Congress assemblad;

SECTTON 1. Short Tiffe, — This Act shatl be Known as thie “Aat-Withholding of Studsnl
Records Actof 20117

SECTION 2. Unlawful Practice. - 1t is hereby declared unfawtul for any pre-school,
clementary school #nd Beh school. public or privame. o withhold the academic records.
certifications or any other documents necessary for any of s stigdent, present or former, ©
transter to a public pre-school, slementary school or high scheol for nen-payment of tition
andior other fees.

SECTION 3, Obligation of Students. Parenis and Guardians. — Pre-school, elementary
and high school students who wish to obtai their academic records, appropriate certifications
ot any documents for purposes of transterring 10 a public school but are financially incapable
o settle, in part or i full, their fuition and other foes shall be allowed to obiain thelr
academic records; ceriifications or other pertinent documenis apon the executlon of a
promissory note in favour of the schoo! covering the unpaid oblization. The promissory note
may be signed and exccuted solelv by the student if such studant is 21 vears old or older, If
the student is above 13 vears old but below 21 vears old, the promissory note shall be sivned
and executed By the stedent bt with g written guaranty from the parents or legal guardian of
the student. If the student is & minoy, the promissory note shall be signed and executed by at
least one of the parents or the leaal or de facto guardian of the sudent,

The promissory note must &iso-be accompanied by g notarized affidavit of the person
ar persens sigring the promissory noic that the academis records. cortiffoation or dosuments
i be relegsed by the school shall be nsed for the stadent’ s transfer to a pubiic schoo!

I the amount of the unpaid obligation of the student is more than twenty five
thousand pesos (P23,000,00), the promissory note shall be sscyred by a reai estate mortzage,
chaftel mortgage or a written gagranty by a third person with sufficient proof of capacity o
pav the gbligation.
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SECTION 4. Pepaizy. — Any person withholding or causing another persan 0 withhold
the academic records. certifications or any other documents required {or a student to transfer
tiva nublic school shall be llahle o nav the fine of Tifty thonsand nesos (PSEO0GRADY 1o one
hundred thousand peses (PG or suffer imprisonment for not less than thirty {3480)
days but not more than ninely (903 days or both fine and imprisonment.

Any suirowd o by e Dhepenimenc of Educsion e ave violaied provisions of s
Act shall be administratively pumished by the suspension or cancellation of its permit fo
operate issued by the Department of Education and pay an-administrative foe of aol less than
Aty thousand pesoz (PAO000.00) hHw oot miore than one hondred thousand pesos
{P106000.00).
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SECTION 5 fmpfgmenzmﬂ Rules and Regulotions. — The Department of Education

B e T He i e o mvan S i § s el e i oms s b e bl -
wAd K2 d i }_,Il_,ﬂ.a-l..,. rdae EE R u'_”n..nug,- &L ||h,.\_ hi gl i L T L B P i e \..II.JFUULSTV_

of this Act,

SECTION 6. Repealing Clanse, - All laws, decress. executive orders, or rules and
remiations and other istnances, oi parts thersof which are inconsistent with or conlrary {o the
provisions of this Act or its purposes are hereby repeated. amended, or modified accordingly.
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application thereof ’r’« any pErson of circumstances. s held lT"‘:’.;ll d or pnconstitaticnal, the
remaining provisions nol afected thereby shall continue to be in full foree and effect,

SEOCIIOUN 8 Lffectvily. - [0S ACT SHall IAKS STIeCt Titecy {13) davs alley 1S compiste
publication in the Official Gazetie or in 3t feast two {2} newspapers of gendral circularion,

Approved.



