Repubiic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Cuezen City

F:itesmh Conpress
Second Regular Session

COMMITTEE REPORT NO. 2144
0 G MAY 2012

Submitted by the Committes an Agricultyre and Food on
Re: House Bill No. o U 1
Recommending s approval in substituion of House Bill Nos. 3513 3hod, and louse
Resalution No. 1689

Sponsors: Representatives Mark [landre i Mendorza, Danila I, Scarer and Sharon 8. Ganin

M. Speaker:

The Committee on Apricuiture and Feod to which were referred louse Bilb S 3313,
1troduced by Representative Danilo E. Suarez, enritled:

AN ACT AMUENDING SECTONS 2 AND 8 REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8IHE. ALSO
KNOWN AS THE COCONUT PRESERVATION ACT OF 1665:

and House Bill No. 3864, introduced by Representative Sharon S, Garin, entitied:

AN ACT AMENDING SECTIONS 3, § AND 8 REPMLIBLIC ACT N 8048, ALSO
KNOWN AS THE COCONUT PRESERVATION ACT of 19395;

and House Reselution No. 168%, introdueed by Representative Danilo E. Suosrez. ennrhd:

RESOLUTION URGING THE  PHILIPPINE  COOONUT  AUTHORILY IO
SEASONALLY RESTRICT THLE GRANTING OF PEEMITS T CUT CodIoNUT
TEEES FROM QCTOBER T DECEMZER OOF EACH YEAR ONLY .
vl
hias considered the same and recommends thet the attacheo THouse Bill Mo
entitied;

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR STIFFER PENALTIFS FOR THE UNATUTHORIZED
CUTTING GF COCONUT TREES, GRANTING POLICE POWERS TO THE
PHILIPPINE COCONUT AUTHORITY (PCA), AMENDING FUR THE
PURPOSE REPUBRLIC ACT 8048, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE COCONUT
PRESERVATION ACT OF 1945

be approved in substitulion of Howse Bill Nos 3505 & 3864 and House Kesoluiion Mo 1684
with Representatives Danilo E. Sverez and Sharea S Garin, Mark Llandro L. Mondewe: Cesar V.
Sarmiento, Alfredo A, Gurbin I, Abigael Fase O Femniod, Femande V. Jonzales, Sabviu B
Fortuno, Antonio AL Ferrer, Guitlermoe & Romarpte, b, Cresente U Pacz, Francsco T Mauypas,
Pryde Heory A. Teves, Manuno Ul Plamonte, (1., Jesus N, Sacdaian. loce’ o 5. Linsarchongz.



fele] Al Batocabe, Josetina M. Joson, Flerencio C. Garay, Elmer E. Panotes, Rodolls G
Velencia, anpeto B. Palmones, Pedro P Romualdo, Rogelio M.D. Espina. Jr. Tidra T. Ungab
Euloeiv R, Magsaysay, Nancy A Catameo, Ma. Victonia R Sxv-Alvarado, [p7vin Jnaa O Hagan.
\ifa Carmen Zamora-Apsay, Christopher 5. Co, Resna Concepeion G Obillo. sdro 0. Lo,
Bea P, Evardone. Pangalian M. Balindeag. Roger G. Mercado, Rene [ Relampagos. Fduarde K.
Gullas, Jose Ping-ay. Sclaiman L. Pangandaman, Pedro acharon, Jr., Nicanor M Briones.
Salvador P. Cabatuna TiL, Agapite H. Guanlao us asthars

R&:apeclﬁ;

- MENDOZA
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Republic cf the Philippines

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City, Met o Manila

Friveenth Congress
Secend Ragular Sessior

.4 .
HOUSE BILL NO. Jidi

introduces by Representatives Oa=lo E. suarez, Snargn 5. Garin, Mark Llandro L Mendoza, Cesar V.
Sermianro, Alfredo A, Garbin Ir, Abigaei “aye C. Fernal, Fernardn V. Gonzales, Salvio 3. Forteno,
Antoain A Ferrer, Gullermo A, Rararate, v, Cresente C Paez, Francisco T, Matugas, Pryde Henry A
Teves, Maranc U. Piamonte, Ir., besus N, Sacdaian, jocelyn 5. Limkaichong, Rodel M Batocz2e, Josefina
V.. Joson, Florencio €. Garay, Elmer £, Panotes, Fodolfo G. Va.encia, Angelo B. Palrmonas, Pedro P.
Romiaido, Rogelis MO, Espina, Ir, Isidre T, Ungaly, tulogio R Magsaysay, Nanoy & Tz ames, Ma.
victoria R Sy-Alvarade, Luzviminga C. llagen, Maris Carmen Zamora-Apsay, Chnstopher 5. Co. Reena
Concepcion G. Ohill, isidro Q. Lico, Ben 2. Evardone, Pangalian M. Balindorg, Roger G. Me:cadg, Rene
t. Reiarnpagos, Eduardo R, Guilas, Jose ~ing-ay, Solaiman . Pangandaman, Pedro B, Acharon, I,
Nicarior M. Briones, Salvador P, Cabatuna ii!, Agapito H. Guanlao

AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR STIFFER PENALTIES FOR THE UNAUTHORIZED CUTTING OF COCOMNUT TREES,

GRANTING POLICE POWERS TO THE PHILIPPINE COCONLIT AUTHORITY (PCA), AMENDING FOR THE
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT B04B, OTHERWISE KNOWN 45 THE COCCNUT PRESERVATION ACT OF 1955

Be :t enacted by the Senate ond House of Representatives of the Philiapires in Congress
gssernbled:

SECTION 1. Section 4 of Repubiic Act 8048, also known as the “Coconut Praservation Act of
1995”7 is hereby amended to read as foliows:

“Sec. 4. Prohibition. — No coconut tree shall be cut except in tre
following cases and only after a permit had been issucg therefore:

a.) When the tree is G0 years old;

b} When the tree is no longer economically productive:

c.) When the tree is disease-infested:

d.j When the tree is damagad by typhoon or lightning:

e.) When the agricultural land devoted to caconut production shali
have been converted in sccordance with law into residential,
commercial, or industrial areas;
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] When the land devoted to cocenut production shail be converied
into other agricultural uses or other agricuituie-related activities in
pursuance toc a conversion duly appled for by the cwner and
approved by the proper authorities; Provides, That no CRrWersian
shall be allpwed by the PCA until after it shall have been verified and
certified that for a perind of at lzast three (3} years the majority o7
she coconut trees have beccme senescemt and  economically
unproguciive or where the cocenut farm is not adaptable to sound
management practices on  acceunt  of gaographical location,
topography, drainzge and other conditicns rencering the farm
economicatly unproductive.

g.) When the tree would cause hacard to life angd property;

THE ABOVE-MENTIONED ALTS, HOWEVER, CAN ONLY BE DEOMNE
DURING THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, AND DECEMBER.
iNo other causes] Other than [these abovementioned] these cases,
NO OTHER CAUSE shall be considered as 3 valid ground for cutting.”

SECTION 2. Section 5 of Republic Act 8043 is hereby amended to read as follows:

“Sec. 5. Permit to Cut. — No cocanut tree or trees shall be cut unless a
permit therefore, upon due applicaticn being made, has heen issued
by the PCA pursuant to Section 6 af this Act.

The applicant shall pay an application fee in the amount of
[Twenty-five pesos (P 25.00)] ONE HUNDRED PESOS {P100.00} for
every tree intended to be cut payabdle tc the PCA. [Ten pesos] FORTY
PESOS (P40.00) of the fea shall accrue ir favor of the PCA. [Ten pesos
(P1C.00) FORTY PESOS [P40.00} in faver of the municipal
government concernied, and (five pesos ip 5.00)] TWENTY PESOS5
{P20.00) n favor of the barzngay Jnit concerned. The feszs
ALLOCATED TO THE PCA shall be used for [the PCA's] ITS replanting
program and THE FEES ALLOCATED TO THE MUNICIPAL
GOVERNMENT SHALL BE USED for the repair and rehabikitation of
roads of the respective local government units which have been
damaged by the passage of heavy vehicies used for transporting
coconut lumber, AND OF MUNICIPAL FARM TO MARKET ROADS.

FEES HEREIN COLLECTED SHALL BE DEPOSITED WITH THE
NEAREST LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES BRANCH OR OTHER
GOVERNMENT DEPOSITORY BANK. FEES ACCRUING TO THE LOCAL
GOVERNMENT UNIT SHALL BE REMATTED WITHIN THREE MONTHS
IN ACCORDANCE WITH FXISTING COA RULES AND REGULATIONS.

No permit 1o cut shali be granted unless the applicant [in
coordination with the PCA and the loca: gavernment unit cancernad]
HAS SECURED FROM THE BARANGAY CAPTAIN OF THE LOCALITY
WHERE THE CUTTING WILL 8f OONE, A CERTIFICATION UNDER
OATH THAT HE/SHE has already planted the equivatent fnumber of
coconut trees applied for to be cut.

-~
o



1 Such replantings, however, shail not apply to areas converted
2 into frdusinial, commearcial, or residential sites or land transformed in
3 accordance with law, into other agricultural purposes,

4 The PCA, in cogrdination with the iccal government nnit
4 concerned sonall VERWY IF A REPLANTING WAS HIPLEMENTED AND
& regulate and oversee the [planting, ! fertilization and care of the newly
7 planted coconut trees. For this purpose, it shall be incumient upon
&8 the PCA to conduct, from time 16 time, an-the-spot inspections of the
9 sites where the coconut trees Rave been planted.”

L
—

SECTION 2. A new section is heceby added after Section 6, to he designaied as
11 Section 7, toraad as follows:

32 "Section 7, POLICE POWERS -- THE FCA S5HALL BE VESTED
13 WIiTH THF AUTHORITY TO EXERCISE DULY DELEGATED POLICE
il POWERS FOR THE SROPER PERFORMARCE OF ITS FUNCTIONS AND
15 DUTIES, TO WIT:

15 A} INVESTIGATE SUSPECTED VICLATIONS OF THIS ACT;

17 B.j ARREST AND APPREHEND ANY FERSON ACTUALLY COMMITTING
18 OR ATTEMPTING TO COMMIT AN OFFENSE UNDER THIS ACT;

e C.] ARREST AND APPREHEND POSSESSOR OF COCONUT LUMBER
20 WITHOLUT THE NECESSARY PERMIT AS REQUIRED LINDER THIS ACT;
£l 0.} SEARTH AND SEIZE A MOVING VEHICLE WITH HLEGALLY CUT,
22 GATHERED, COLLECTED, OR REMOVED COCONUT LUMBER:
23 PROVIDED, THAT PROBABLE (AUSE FOR THE SEARCH 5
24 ESTABLISHED;

2z E.}] STOP THE TRANSPGRY ANDSOR SHIPMENT OF COCONUT
25 LUMBER WITHOUT AUTHORITY OR WITHOUT LEGAL DOCUMENTS
27 i ACCORDANCE WITH PERTINENT LAWS, REGULATION OR POLICIES
28 ON THE MATTER;

49 F.} CONFISCATE AND FORFEIT IN FAVOR OF THE GOVERNMENT THE
i ILEEGALLY CUT, GATHERED, COLLECTED, REMOVED, POSSESSED OR
i ABANDONED COCONUTY LUMBER, AS WELL AS THE MACHINERY,
iz EQUIPMENT, IMPLEMENTS, AND TOCLS HLEGALLY USED IN THE
33 COMMISSICN OF THE OFFENSE AND TO DISPOSE OF THE SAME IN
34 ACCORDANCE WITH PERTINENT LAWS, REGULATION OR POLICIES
) DN THE MATTER; AND

26 G.} SEEK THE ASSISTANCE OF OTHER LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES
37 FOR THE EFFICIEMT AND EFFECT!VE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS
iz ACT.

32 SECTION 4. Section 7 of Repuilic Act 8048, to be cesignated as Secticn &,
40 s hereby amended (o Tead az folicwy

41 “Ser. B Implementing Rules. Tne Philippine Cotonut Authority
42 shall be the iead agency to wnplement the grovisions af this Act. For
a3 this purpose, the Philippine Coconut &uthority shall prescribe the
44 necessaly rues and regulsions for the immediate and affective
45 irmplemsntation of this Act.

di The PCA, in order to effectivaly impiement the provisions of
a7 this Act, may reguest the assistance of any local government unit, to

3
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SECTEON 5.

rrositor and  ensure comphance with this  Act including  its
implementing rules snd reguiaticns. For this purpose, tha PCA may
deputize the Philippine Natianat Palice ar ofther law enforcerment
JEENCIES to invastigate and apprenena those caupht viclating the
provisions of this Arg, lting the confiscation of illegally cut
COCOnLL treps, N ORDER 7O PREVENT WASTAGE, THE PCA SHALL
ORDER THL IMMEIMATE DISPOSITION OF CONFISCATED COCONUT
LUMBER IN A MANNER TO 8§ DETERMINED BY THE PCA.

o additian to the foregoing, the PCA  shall aisa, in
Loordinalion with the local goverr.meant unit concarned, require the
registration of ail sawimills, ‘ermberyards, coronut wand dealers and
cthar persons or catities dealing i the processing, sawing of coconut
ireas,”

“Sec. 8. Penalties - Those {gsng gurlty of violating this Act or any rulas
and regulatiaons i{ssued parsuanmt kereto shall, upon conviction, be
puntished by impiisonment of not tess than fone 11} year] TWO {2)
YEARS but not more than =ix () vears, or a fine of not less than [Fifty
thousaind pesas fP 50,200 00} ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND PESOS
(P1OG,0B3) but rot more ther Five Hiundred Thousand Pesos
IBS00.000) ar both in the discretinn of the COUrS,

it the offender is a tarperation or 3 judicial entity, the official
who ardered or allownd e commission of the offense shall te
punished with the same cenzity

UPCN VERIFICATION 8Y THE PCA THAT NQ REPLANTING WAS
DONE, THE BARANGAY CAFTANN WHOD ISSUED THE CERTIFICATION
SHALL, UPON CONVIETION, S8E PENALIZED WITH IMPRISONMENT OF
NOT LESS THAN THREE {3) YEARS BUT NOT MORE THAN SEVEN (7}
YEARS AMD A FINE GF NOT LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND
FESOS (PilG,000) BUT NOT MORE THAN ONE MILLION PESOS
{P1,000,000). FURTHERMORE, THE BARANGAY CAPTAIN
COMCERNED SHALL BE PERFETUALLY DISQUALIFIED FROM HOLDING
ANY OTHER PUBLIC OFFICE.

The succeeding sections shal? be re-nurmbared accordingly.

Secvian & of Repuchc Aci BD4R, to ba designated as Section 9, is
fie-eby amended to read a3 foliow::

SEUTION 6. Separabiiity Clavse, = 0f 23y provis.on, or part heraof, is held invalid or
unenastitutionsi, tha remainder af “he law or the provisicn not otherwise affected
stiall remziv vadid and subsisting,

SECTION 7. Repealing Clause - Al laws, SSUENCES Of any part thereof inconsistent
witl: this Act are heraby repealed or modifiec accordingly.

SECTION 8. Effecrivity Clawse-- This ¢t shall take effect after its publication ir. two
12} newspapers of general circulation,

Approved,

z:i‘



FACT SHEET

House Bill No. o131
{(In subsiitution of Housza Bill Nos. 3515 & 3864
and House Resoiution No. 1683}

AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR STIFFER PENALTIES FOR THE UNAUTHORIZED CUTTING OF
COCONUT TREES, GRANTING FOLICE POWERS TO THE PHILIPPINE COCONUT
AUTHORITY (PCA), AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT BG48,
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE COCONUT PRESERVATION ACT OF 1995

Introduced by Representatives Danilo E. Suarez, Sharon S. Garin, Mark Llandre L. Mendsea, Cesar
N Samienio, Alfredo AL Garbin Jr., Ablgael Faye C. Famich, Ferrando V. Gonwales. Sabr w0 B [ortuno,
Antario A Ferrer, Giuillerme A, Romarate, Jr, Cres2nte O, Paer, Franviseo T Matugas, o 3 Henry A
Teves. Mariano 1. Piamonte, Jr. lesus N Sactalan, Jocelyn 5. Limkaichong, Rodei M. Batocake,
Josefina M. Joson, Flerencio C. Garay, Fimer E. Panotes, Rodolfs . Valencla, Angelo B, Palmunes.
Pedra P. Romualdo. Rogelio M.D. Espina. Jr. is dre T, Ungab, Eulogio R Mapsavsas, Nandy A,
Calgmen, Ma. Victcnia B Sy-Alvarade. Luzviminda . lawan, Mana Canmen Zamora-Apsay.
Christopher 5. €, Recna Concepcion G, Obilio, Isidro G Lico, Ben P Evardone, Pargaiien ™.
Baiindong. Roger (i Mercudo, Rene L. Relampagos, Eduardo R, Gulias, .ose Fing-ay, Siaman C
Fanpandaman, Pedro B, Acharon, Ir., Nicanor M. Briones, Salvador P Cabaluna ] Apganito H Quanlan

Committeg Referral. COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND FOOD
Committee Chairperson: HONORABLE MARK LI ANDRO L. MENDOZA

OBJECTIVES:

= To update and increase the permit fees collected from cutting coconui trees 1o
reftect the effects of inflat:on, and o sustain funds for the meaningful replanting and
replenishment peogram for cut trees.

+ To equip the Philippine Coconut Authority EPGA} with police powers to “ulty and
effectively implement Republic Act 8048,

KEY PROVISIONS:

. Increases the permit fee for cutting. from P25.00 to P100.00 per tree intended 1o
be cut.

. Mandates the applicant to secure frorn the barangay captain a certification under
cath that he has planted the eguivalent number of coconut trees applisd for to ke
Cut.

. Mandates that the cutting of coconut trees shall be done only dunng the months

of Dctober, Movember and December.

- Grants police powers to the PCA 1o effectively implemen: the objec ves of the
law.



