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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City
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COMMITTEE REPORT NO. 22U #

Submitted by the Committees on Civil Service and Professional Regulation and

Appropriations on 1 3 JUN 2012

Re: House Bill Ne- v T
Recommending 1ts appmvfﬂ jgn ézéstimtinn of House Bill No. 2731
Sponsors: Representatives Andres D. Salvacion, Jr.. Joseph Emilio A. Abaya, Rufus B.

Rodriguez and Maximo B. Rodnguez, Ir..

Mr. Speakei:

The Committees on Civil Service and Professional Regutation and Appropriations to which
was referred House Bill No. 2751 inroduced by Reps. Rufus B. Rodriguer and Maxime B.

Rodriguez. Jr., entitled:

ANACT
REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF FORESTRY IN THE PHILIPPINES.
REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBILIC ACT NUMBERED SIXTY'-
WO HUNDRED THIRTY-NINE (RA. NO. 6239}, KNOWN AS “THE
FORESTRY PROFESSION LAW™, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

AND FOR OTIIER PURPOSES

have considered the same and recommend that the atached House Bill Me.
B3k 32 4 Anrived:

AN ACT
REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF FORESTRY IN THE PHILIFPINES,
REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NUMBERED SIXTY-
TWO HUNDRED THIRTYNINE {RA. NO. 6239), KNOWN AS "THE
FORESTRY PROFESSION LAW™. APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

be approved in substitution of House Bili No. 2731. and with Reps. Rufus B. Rodriguer.
Maximo B. Rodriguez, Jr., Andres D. Salvacion, Jr., Joseph Emilio A. Abaya, Darvl Grace J.
Abayon. Salvador H. Escudero 1IL, Victor J. Yu. Angelo B. Palmones, Antonic L. Tuo,
Mariapa L. Piamonte, Jr. Aurelio . Gonzales_ Jr., Rafael V. Mariano and Carlos M. Padil.a

as authors thereof,




Respectfully submitted.

HON. ANFES VACION, TR
Chairm
Committee on Civil Sétvice
and Professicnal Regulation

THE HONORABLE SPEAKER
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
QUEZON CITY
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Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Cuezon City

Fifteenth Congress
Secend Regular Session

HOUSE BILLNO. <42

Irtroduced by Representatives Rufus B. Rodnguez, Maximo B. Rodricuez, Jr.,
Andres D Salvacion. Jr . Joseph Emilio A. Abaya, Daryt Grace J. Abayon, Salvador
 Escudero I, Vietor J. Yu. Angelo B. Palmonas, Antorie L. Tinio. Marano U,
P-amonta. Jr . Aurelio D. Gonzaies. Jr.. Rafael V. Mariano and Carlos M. Padilia

AN ACT
REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF FORESTRY [N THE PHILIPPINES,
REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NUMBERED SIXTY-TWO
HUNDRED THIRTY-NINE (R.A. NO. 6239), KNOWN AS “THE FORESTRY
PROFESSION LAW”, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER

PURPOSES

Be it enacted in the Senale and the House of Representatives of the Prilippines
in Congress assembled:
ARTICLE !

TITLE, POLICY, OBJECTIVES, TERMS AND SCOPE OF PRACTICE

SECTION 1. Title. — This Act shatl be known as the “Forestry Profession Act
of 2127

SEC. 2. Statement of Policy. - The State recognizes the important role of
nrofessional foresters in nation-building Towards -his end, the State shall promote
the susiained development of professional foresters, whose technical competentcies
have been determined by honest and credible licensure examinations and whose
professional service and standards of practice ars internationally recognized and
considered world—ciass, brought about ty the strategic complementation of
regulatory measures and human resource policies and programs that foster ihair
professional growth and advancement.

SEC. 3. Objectives. - This Act provides for and shall govern:

{a) the examination, registration and licensure of professional faresters;

(b) the supervision. contral and regulation of the practice of forestry in the

Philippines;
(c} the deveiopment and upgrading of the curriculurm;
(d) the development of the professional competence of foresters thrcugh
Continuing Professional Education {CPE); and

(e} the integration of the ferestry profession.
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SEC. 4. Definition of Terms. — For purposes of this Act, the following terms
stal mean:
{a) APQ rafers to the Accredited Professienzl Organization (APC) of foresters
that the Board has accredited, sugject to the approval by the Commission
as the one ‘and only accredited integraten national organization of

foresters:
'b) Board refers to the Professional Regutalory Board for Foresters created

under this Act;

¢} Commission refers to the Professicnal Regu.lati::n Comrnission created
under KA. No. 8881, known as the PRC ."u"iodemizatimﬁ Act of 2000,

(0} Forestry refers to the art, science. practfice, and business of sustainable
management of férest and forestland resources for the production of
goods and services and the enhancement of benefits and values of such
resources to provide the needs of the present and future generations:

i=) Professional Forester refers to a registered and licensed natural person
wnz holds a valid cerificate of regisiratiocn and a vahid professiona!
identification card, issued by the Board and the Commission purs.ant o
this Act.

SEC. 5. Scope of Practice of Foresfry. — The practice of forestry shali

inciude. but not be limited to. the following acts or activities:

{a; Different aspects of actual andfor supervisory astivities or services, such
as the parametric classifications of lands of the public demain and sub-
classification and capabiliity deterrmination of forestlands; ihventgry of
forest ar timber and othar forest products, reconnaissance and survey of
road locations and quarry siles; planning and implementing of harvesting
operations a;"ld timber improvement, scaing and grading of, and
manifesting taxes on logs and derivative wood products as well as othar
forest products; preparation of designs, plans and specifications of forest
products processing plants; treatment of wood and other forest products;
inspectionn  and investigation of harvesting and processing piants:
preparation, certification andfor authentication of log and lumber dealers,
sawmill operators and other =il reports; planning and implementation of
forest nursery, afforestation, reforestation, industrial and community-tased
free plantation, tree farm and agro-forestry farm projects; planning and
implamentation of forest parks. wilderness areas, coastal areas, and ather

protected area systems development: planning and implementation of
2
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forest protection systems, forest and soll resources conservation
measuras; and conduct of environmentai risk scoping and environmental
trmpact assessment;

{b} The preparation and conduct of feasmilty studies pertaining to natural
forest and planiation forest management, watershed management, range
or grazing land management, wildlife and/or biodiversity systems
management, wood technology and timber engineering, wood products
mamufacturing and marketing management, and technical or management
consultancy;

{c) The conduct of forest expenments, research and deveiopment, traning
and extension concerning forestry, and the teaching of forestry subjects in
any accredied coliege or school of forestry; and

{d) Govemment agency and institutional activities or services wherein the
nrincipal policy and strategy is forestry and the employment of professional
forestry practice is essential, such as the undertaking, supervision ar
administration of studies, programs, stations, centers,
community/provincialiregional offices, and such other activities or services
that, by law, shall be inherently exercised by professional foresters;

e} Forestry activities and services required by local government units, private
corporations, foundations, non-govermnment organization, and foreign
assisted projects.

The Board, subject to approval by the Commission, may revise, exclude from.
or add to, the above enumerated acts or activities as the need arises to conform to
the latest trends in the practice of forestry.

ARTICLE il
THE PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY BOARD FOR FORESTERS

SEC. 6. Creation and Compaosition of the Professional Regulatory Board
for Foresters. - There is hereby created a Professional Regulatory Beard for
Foresters, hereinafter referred to as the Board, a collegial body under the
administrative supervision and control of the Professional Regulation Commission.
nereinafter referred o as the Commission, to be composed of the chairperson and
two {2) members appointed by the President of the Philippines from a list of three (3)
recommendees for each position chosen and submifted by the Commission thereto

from a list of five {5) nominees for every position indersed by the Accredited
Professional Organization (APQ).
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SEC. 7. Qualifications of the Chairperson and Members of the Board. —
The chairperson and each member shall. at the time of appointment, must possess
all the following qualifications and requirements: .

(a) A citizen and a resident of the Philippines;

{b} Of good moral character:

{c) Not convicted by a court of competent jurisdiction of an offense involving
moral turpitude;

‘d} A hoider of a Bachelor's Degree in Forestry. preferably with a Masteral or
Doctorate Degree in Forestry conferred by 3 duly licensed school. college
oF university fecognized by the government through the Commission on
Higher Education (CHED);

{2) A registered forester with a valid certificate of registration and a wvalid
professional identification card and with at least ten {10} years of practice
prior to appointment;

(f) A member in good standing of the accredited professionai Grganization
(APOY;

(0} Not a member of the facuity of any school, coliege or university where a
regular or review course in forestry is offered, not 2 member of a staff of
reviewers in a review school or center, and does not have any direct or
indirect pecuriary interest in any such institution: and

(h) Not an officer or trustee of the accredited professional organization (APO).

SEC. B. Term of Office, ~ The chairperson and members of the Board shali

hold office for a term of three (3) years from the date of appointment or unti! their
successcrs shall have been qualified and appointed. They may be reappeinted in
the same office for another term of three (3) years immediately after the expiry of
their term: Provided, That the holding of such position shall not be more than two {2)
terrms or not more than six (8) years: Provided, further, That the first Board
appointed under this Act shall hold these terms of office: the chairperson for three
{3) years, the first member for two (2) years, and the second member for cne (1)
year: Prosided, finally, That any appoirtee to a vacancy with the unexpired period
shall only serve such p-ériod. The chairperson and the members shall duly take their
caths of office.

SEC. 9. Compensation, Allowances and Other Benefits. - The

chairperson and members of the Board shall receive compensation, allowances, and
other bengfits comparable to those that the chairpersons and members of other
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professional regulatory boards under the Comm.ssion enjoy as provided for .n the
General Appropriations Act.

SEC. 10. Powers, Functions, Duties and Responsibilities of the Board. —
The Board shall exercise exacutive and administrative rule-making and quasi-judizial
powers in carrying out the provisions of this Act it shall be vested with tne failowing
specific powers, functions, duties, and responsib lities:

(a) To regulate the practice of forestry in accordance with the provisions of

this Act;
(b) To issue and promulgate rules ang -ragulaﬂc-ns impiementing -he

proviéions of this Act

c] To adopt and promulgate the Code of Ethics, the Code of Good
Govemance, and the Code of Technical Standards for the Practice of
Forestny, .

(d) To adopt an official seal of the Board;

{e} To prescribe and promuigate guidetines on the Continuing Profassicnal
Education {CPE) for foresters in consultation with the Accredilzd
Professional Organization {(APQO} ;

) To prescribe and pramulgate the syliabi for the subjects in the licens.re
examination in consuliation with the academe and the Commission on
Higher Education {CHED);

(g} To issue ar cancel temporary or spacial permit granted to foreign foresters;

(h} To adopt a program for the walk-in licensure examination, if necessary;

{iy To evaluate ahd approve applications for licensure examination;

(v To prepare questions for the subjects in the licensure examinatior s, give
and correct the examinations, and release their results;

{k] To register with or without licensure examination qualified persons for the
practice of forestry and issue trerete cerificates of registraticn a~d
professional identification cards:

{Iy To administer caths in the performance of its functions;

{m)Te monitor the conditions affecting the practice of forestry through ocuiar
inspections of establishments wherein foresters are practicing. and adcpt
such measures as may be deemed proper for the enhancement and
maintenance of high professional. mo-al, ethical and technical standards.

{n} To enter, together with the Commission, into a memaorandum of agreema-t
with the CHED in ensuring that ai higher sducational instructions ard

offerings of degree, course or program comply with the policies, standards.
5
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and requirements of the course preszribed by the CHED in the areas of
surricidum, faculty, library, and facilities;

{0} To hear and investigate cases on violations of this Act, its implementing
rules and regulations, the Code of Etrics, the Code of Good Govermance
the Code of Technical Standards for the practice of forestry, and other
poficies; and for this purpose, to issue summons, subpoena and subpoena
duces fecum to aileged violators and withesses to compel their attendance
i SUch hearngs or investigations;

{p} To delegaie the hearing or investigation of cases against the alleged
violators: Provided, That hearing or investigation of cases wherein the
issue of guestion involved sinclly concerns the technical practice of
forestry shall be presided over by at least one (1) member of the Board
assisted by a Legal or Hearing Officer of the Commission:

{q) To iIndorse cases involving criminal viclations of this Act and other laws,
their rules ang regulations, and other pol¢ies to the Prosecution Office for
investigation;

i1 To decide adminisirative cases agaiast examinees or registered foresters:

-Provided, That if they are judged guity, tc cance! their examination papers

or debar them from taking another licensure examination, or to revoke or
suspend therr cerificates of registration: Provided further That the
effactivity of the penaity shall only commence from the date of surrender of
the cerificates together with the professional identification cards:
Frovided, furthermore, That the decision of the Board sFall, unless
appealed to the Commssion. become final and executory after fifteen (15}
days from receipt of natice of judgmeant o decision:

{z) To reissue or. reinstate revoked or suspended certificates of registration
and unexpired professional identifization cards to  the holders thereof
Provided, That the revoked certificates of registration shall only be
reissuéd after the lapse of the period provided in this Act  Provided,
further, That the Board shall issue a reselution thereon subject to approval
by the Commission, after establishing fitness to practice anew the forestry
profession:  Provided, furthermore, That the suspended cerifficate of
registration shall only be reissued upon the expiration of the penod
imposed in the decision of the Board:

{t} To conduct through the legal or hearing officers summary praceadings on

minor viotatiofts of this Act, its implementing ruies and regulations ('RR).
6



any of the Codes aforementioned. the General instructions to Examinge,
and to render summary judgment thereon which shall, unless app=aaled to
the Commission, become final and execuiory after {15) days fror receipt
of notice of judgment or decision;

fu, To prepare an annual repert of accomplishments, programs. projects, and
activities of the Board dunng the year of submissior to the Commissian
after the close of each calendar year and to make appropriaie
recommendations to the Commission on issues or problems affecting te
forestiry profession; and

vy Te discharge other implied incidental, necessary powers, duies,
functions, and responsibifities to effectively carry out the provisions of this
Act and its policies or measures and the echievement of ifs objectives.

The rules and regulations, codes. and other policies embodied in a resolution
issued and promuigated by the Board shall be subject to review and approva by the
Commission However, the Board's decision. resolution, or order rendered in &n
administrative case which s not interfocutory shal be subject {o review any H cn
appeal to the Commission or the regular courts.

SEC. 11. Grounds for Removal or Suspension of Board
Chairperson/Member. — The Presidemt of the Philippines, upon  the
recaramendation of the Commission, after giving the chairperson or the member of
the Board an opportunity to defend cneselt in an administrative investgation
conducted by the Commission, may remove cr suspend the official on any of th=
following grounds:

{a) Gross neglect, incompetence or dishonesty in the discharge of cne's duty,

(k) Violation of any of the causes. grounds, and the prohibited acts provided i
this Act and the offenses in the Rewvised Penal Code, the Anti-Graft anc
Commupt Practices Act, and other laws;

{c} Manipulation ¢r rigging of the hcensure examination resuits for foresters.
disclosure of secret and confidential information on the examination
questions pricr to the conduct thareor, or tampering of grades.

The Commission, in the conguct of the nvestigation. shall be guided by Sec

7 {s) of R.A. No. 8981, otherwise known as the PRC Modernization Act of 2000, the
rules on administrative investigation, and the applicabie provisions of the Rules of
Court.

SEC. 12. Supervision of the Board, Custodian of its Records, and

Provision of Support Services. — The Board shall be under the admnistrative
¥
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supervision of the Commission. The Commission shafl keep all records of the Board
'nciuring apphcations for examination, examination papers and resuits, minutes of
deliberation, -and administrative cases. The Commission shall designate the
Secretary of the Board who shall provide support services to the Board in order to
implernent the provisions of this Act.
ARTICLE i
EXAMINATION, REGISTRATION, CERTIFICATION, AND LICENSURE
SEC. 13. Licensure Examination Requirement — Except as otherwise
specically allowed under this Act, applicants for registration for the practice of
forestry shall be required to pass a ticensure examination as provided for in this Act
in such places and dates as the Commission may desighate in the Resolufion
thareof on the Master Schedules for all licensure examinations in accordance with
Sec. 7 {d) of R.A No. 8981
SEC. 14. Qualifications of Applicant — An applicant for the lcensure
examination: for foresters shall satisfactorly prove that one pessesses the following
qualifications:
‘a) Citizer: of the Philippines or a foreign cilizen whose country or state has
reciprocity agreement with the Philippines in the practice of forastry;
-bY Of good moral character;
ic} A holder of bachelor's degree in forestry duty recognized or accredited by
the Commission on Higher Education {CHED} and conferred py a school,
coliege, of university duly authorized by the goverament, or a gracuale of
bachelor of science in forest products engineering, or bachelor of science

ir: agroforestry; and
{4) Not convicted of an offense invalving moral turpitude by a court of

competent jurisdiction.
SEC. 15 Subjects for Licensure Examination. — The licensure
axamination for foresters shall include, but not limited to, the following:
{a} Forest Ecosystem
{bi Forest Policy and Governance
{c} Forest Engineering and Utilization

{d) Forest Resource Managament
The Board, subject to approvai by the Commission, may revise of exclude any

of the sibjects in their syllabt and add new ones as the need arises o conform to

technolcgical changes brought about by continuing rends in the profession.



SEC. 16. Rating in the Licensure Examination. — To pass the foresters

licensure examination, a candidate must obtain a general or weighted average rating

of seventy-five per cent {75 %)
SEC. 17. Report of Rating. — The Board shall submit to the Commissior the

ratings obtained by the candidate not later than ten (10} days after the last day of the
examination, unless it is extended for a valid cause.

SEC. 18. Oath. - All successfu! candidates in the licensure examinaticn and
In the registration without examination shall take their cath of profession before the
chairperson or any member of the Board. or any authorized officer of the
Commission, or any person guthorized by law to administer oaths prior to entering
upon the practice of forestry.

SEC. 19. lIssuance of Certificate of Registration and Professiona!
Identification Card - A cerfificate of registration shall be issued to those who are
registered with or without licensure examination subject to payment of fees
prescribed by the Commission and the chairperson and members of the Board,
stamped with the officiai seal of the Commission and of the Board, certifying that the
person named therein is entitied to the practice of the profession with all the
privileges appurtenant thereto. Until withdrawn, revoked, or suspended in
accordance with this Act. it shail remain in full force and effect.

A professional identification card bearing the registration number and date, is
validity and expiry duly signed by the Chairperson of the Commission shall likew:se
be issued o every registrant who has paid the prescribed fee. It shall be reissued
after every three (3) years upon payment of the prescribed fees therefor.

SEC. 20. Refusal to Register. — The Board shali not register any successful
examinee in the foresters licensure examination who has been-

(a) convicted of an offense involving moral turpitude by a court of competent

jurisdiction,

{b) found guilty of immaoral or dishonorable canduct by the Board,

(c} summarily adjudged guilty for viclation of the General Instructions to

Examinees by the Board, and
(d) declared of unsound mind by the court of competent jurisdiction.
In refusing such registration, the Board shall give the applicant a writlen

statement setting forth the reasons therefor and shall file a copy thereof in jts

records.
SEC. 21. Revocation or Suspension of the Cerfificate of Registration

and Cancellation of Temporary/Special Permit — The Board shall have the
: 9
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power. upon notice and hearing, to revoke or suspend the certificate of registration of
a registered forester or to cancel a temporary/speciat permit granted to foreign
forester. for vialation of any of the grounds or causes in Sec.20 of this Act, except (¢}
thereof and any of the following grounds:

‘a) Violation of & provision of this Act, its IRR, Code of Ethics, Code of Good
Govemance, Code of Technical Standards for the Practice of Forestry,
policy, and measure of the Board or the Commission;

(b} Perpetration or use of fraud in obtaining one’s ceriificate of registration,
professional identification card, temporary/special permit;

{c) Gross incampetence, negligence or ignorance resulting to death, injury or

damage;
(d} Refusal to join or to remain a member in good standing of the accredited

professional organization (APO};
(e} Neglect or failure to pay the annual registration fees for five (3)

consecutive years,

(f) Aiding or abe'tt'rng the ilfegal practice of a non-registered and licensed
person by allowing another tc use cne's certificate of registration and/or
professional kentification card or temporary/special permit,

(g) lllegally practicing the profession during one’'s suspension;

{h) Addiction te drug or alcohol impairing one’s ability to prachice the
profession or declared with unsound mind by & court of a competent
jurisdiction; or

(} Noncompliance with the CPE requirement, unless one is exempled
therefrom for the renewal of the professional identfication card;

Any person, firm or association may file charge/s in accordance with the
nrovision of this sectidn against any registrant, or the Board may, on its own,
investigate violation of any of the above-mentioned causes. Affidavit-compiaint shail
be filed together with the affidavits of withesses and other documentary evidence
with the Board through the Legal and Investigation Office. The motu proprio move
to concuct an investigation shall be embodied in a formal charge to be signed by at
least majority of the members of the Beard. The rules on administralive
investigation issued by tha Commission shall govern the hearing or invesiigation
subject to applicable provisions of this Act, R-A No. 8981 and the Rules of Court.

SEC. 22, Reissuance of Revoked Certificate of Registration,
Replacement of Lost or Damaged Certificate of Registration, Professional

identification Card or Temporary/Special Permit. — The Board may, upon petition,
10
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reinstate or reissue a revoked certificate of registration after twa {2) years frer the
effectivity of the period for revocation, which is the date of surrender of the said
certificate and professional identification card if st valid to the Boarc anc the
Commussion. The Board may not require the holder thereof to take another licersure
examinaton, The petitioner shal' prove 1o the Board that there are valid reasons o
practice the profession. For the grant of the petiiion. the Board shall issue a Board
resolution subject to approval by the Commission. t

SEC. 23. Hc}n-l‘:’ayrnent of the Annual Registration Fees. — The Board
shall suspend a registered forester from the practice of the profession for 11on-
payment of the annual registration fees for five (51 consecutive years from its last or
previcus year of payment. The resumpticn of one’s practice shali take place only
upon payment of the delinquent fees plus surcharces and interest and in accordance
with the rules of the Commission. The running of the five-year pericd may be
interrupted upon written notice about the discontinuance of one's practice and
surrender of the certificate of registration to the Board and the Cormmission.

SEC. 24. Vested Rights: Automatic Registration. - All foresters registead
at the effectivity of this Act shall automatically be registered hereunder. subjest ic the
provisions herein set forth as to future requirements. '

Certificates of registration and professional  identification cards  or
temporary/special permits held by such persons in good standing at such effectivity
shal, have the same force and effect as though they were issued on aor after the
effactivity of this Act.

ARTICLE IV
PRACTICE OF FORESTRY

SEC. 25. Lawful Practitioners of Forestry. — The following natural persons
and juridical persons shall be authorized to practice the forestry profession:

1) Naturat persons:

(a) Duty registered as foresters and hoiders of valid certificates of
registration and vald professional identification cards issued by the
Board and the Commission pursuant <o this Act; and

(b) Holders of valid temporary/special permits issued by the Board and th=
Commission to foreign licensed foresters pursuant to this Act.

2} Jundical persons:

(a) Single proprietorship whose owner and staff are registered foresters:

(b} Partnership  duly registered with the Securities and Exchange

Commission (SEC) as professional parnership pursuant to the New:
I!



Civii Code and composed of partners who are ail duly registered
foresters;

{c) Corperation dufy registered with the SEC as engaged in the aractice of
foresiry with officers and Board of Directors who are ail registered
foresters; '

{d) Association duiy registered with the SEC as non-proft and non-stock
corporation whose officers, Board of Trustees, and members are afl
registerad foresters.

These juridicai persons shall aiso be registered with the Board and the
Commission in accordance with duly-issuad rules and regulations.

SEC. 26. Issuance and Use of Seal. — All registered foresters shall ohtain a
sea of such design and make as the Board shail authorize and direct: Srovided
Tha' ithe serial number of the certificate of registration issued by the Board shall be
included n the seal Documents prepared by or under direct supervision of
reqistered or professional foresters shall be stamped with one's seal. such as
reports, cerifications, contracts, studies, plans, surveys, returrs, technical
descrintiors, inventory data. maps. drawings. skeiches, lay-cuts, exhibits. sroposa!
or cffer of services, tests and analysis. and sther cocuments that may henceforth be
the subject of such acts upon the recommendation of the accredited professionai
organization concerned and by the resoiution by the Board. [t shal! be unlawful for
any pearson to stamp :any document with the said seal after the cerificate of
registratior s revoked.

SEC. 27. Foreign Reciprocity. — No fareigner shall be allowed to take he
licersure examination for foresters, register, receive one's certificate of registration
and professional identification card, and practice forestry in the Phiippines uniess
the reguirements for the licensure examination and the registration anda practice of
foresty imposad under the laws and regulations in one'’s foreign country or state are
substantiaily the same as those required and contemplated by the Philippire laws
and requlations, and uniess.the said foreign laws and regulations allow Ph lippine
citizers to practice forestry within the termtory of the said foreign country or state on
the same basis and grant the same privileges as those enjoyed by the citizens,
subjects of nationals thereof.

SEC. 28. Practice Through Temperary/Special Permit. — Subject to
approval by the Commission and the payment of fees it has prescribed, the Board

may izsue temporarnyfspecial permnit to the fellowing:

12
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(1) Registered or certified foresters from foreign countries or states whose
sefvices are either for a fee or free:
{a} I they are‘internatinnalry known foresters or experts in any branch or
specialty of forestry, and
(b} If their services are urgently and importartly necessary for lack or
inagequacy of available local specialists or experts for the promotion or
advancement of the practice of foresiry through transfer of technology.
(2) Licensed foresters from foreign countries or states employed as exchange
professors in a branch or specialty of forestry in schools, colleges or
universities offering the course of forestry.

The permit shalf, among other things, contain these limitations and conditions
for a pertod of not more than one (1) year subject to renawal, the branch or specialty
of forestry, and the specific place of practice such as center, school, college or
university offering the course of forestry. The Board shali promuigate, subject to the
approval of the Commission, rules and reguiations on the implementation of this
parbcular section.

SEC. 29, Indication of Numbers: Certificate of Registration,
Professional Tax Receipt, and Accredited Professional Organization {APO)
Membership. — The forester shall be required to indicate the certficate of
registration number and date of tssuance, the expiry of the current professionai
identification card, the professional tax receipt number and date, and the accredited
professional organization (APQ) membership number and date with official receint
number and date of membership payment {annuallifetime) on the documents one
Signs, uses, of iSSues in connection with the practice of the forestry profession.

SEC. 30. Roster of Foresters. - The Board shall prepare and maintain a
roster of the names, residence or office address of aii registered foresters which
shall be wupdated annuaily in cooperation with the accredited professional
organization {APQ), indicating therein the status of the certificate of registration.
professional identification card, and APO membership, whether valid, inactive due to
death or other reasons, delinguent, suspended or revoked. The said roster shail be
conspicuously posted within the premises of the Commission and the information
therefrom made available to the public upan inquiry or request.

SEC. 31. Integration of the Foresters. — The foresters shall be integrated
into one (1) national E:rganization of foresters that is duly registered with the
Securties and Exchange Commission (SEC). The Board for Foresters shall

accredit, subject to approval by the Commission, the said organization as the one
13
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and only integrated and accredited national organization of foresters. Al foresters
whose names appear in the Registry Book of Foresters shall ihso facto or
automatically become members thereof and shail receive thersfrom afl the benefiis
and privileges upon payments of accredited professional organization {(APQ)
membership fees and dues. A membership in an affiliate organization of foresters

shall not be barred.
SEC. 32. Act Not Affecting Other Professions. — This Act shall nct affect or

prevent the practice of any other legally recognized profession.

SEC. 33. Posting of Certificate of Registration and Professional
Identification Card or Temporary/Special Permit. — The certificates of registration
and professional identification cards of foresters or temporary/special permit in
original or authentic/authenticated copies shall be posted by the registered foresters

In a conspicuous place in one's office.
SEC. 34. Positions in Public or Private Offices Involving Practice of the

Forestry Profession. - Positions in public or private entities including educational
institutions involving the practice of the forestry profession shall be occupied by
persans who are duly registered foresters with valid cerfificates of registration and

vald professional identificafion cards, or vatid temporary/special permits that are

issued under this Act.
ARTICLE ¥

PENAL AND GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 35. Penal Clause. — Any person who shali commit any of the following

acts shall be meted out with a perpetual disqualification to practice the profession:

(1} Practicing forestry without a valid certificate of registration and a valid
professional identification card or a valid temporary/special pemmnit;

(2)  Attempting to use the seal, certificate of registration and professionai
identification card of a registered forester or temporary/special permit
issued to foreign forester,

{3) Abetting the illegal practice of forestry by an unregistered or
unautnorized person;

{4)  Securing through false information or fraudulent means cerificate of
registration and professional identification card or temporary/special
permit;

(5y  Impersonating a registered forester or a holder of a tempaorary/special

permit; and

[4



6;  Violating any provision of this Act or the implementing rules and

regulations thereof.

SEC. 36. Enforcemeant. — In camying out the provisions of this Act, the Board
shall be assisted by the Commission. the accredited professional organization
(APOY. duly constituted government agencies and  authorities, and private
organizations in the industry. A memorandum of agreement between agencies or
orcanizations may be executed.

SEC. 37. Appropriations, — The Chairperson of the Professional
Reguiations Commission shall immediately include m the Commission's programs
the implementation of this Act, the funding of which shall be included in the anrual
General Appropriations Act

SEC. 3B. Transitory Provision. — The incumbent Beard shail in an interim
capacity continue to operate or function by carrying out the provisions of the Act
without new appointments of the Chairperson and members thereof until the first
Board created under this Act shall have been constituted or organized pursuant
thereto.

SEC. 39 Implementing Rules and Regulations. — The Board For
Forestzrs, subject to approval by the Commission. shail prescribe, promuigate. and
issue a Board resoiution on the implemeniing rules anc regulations of this Act after
censultation with the accredited professional organization (APQ), other agencies,
and concerned private organization in the industry within ninety {50) days from the
effectivity of this Act.

SEC. 40. Separability Clause. — If any provision, section, or pat of this Act
shall be declared uncorstiutional or invalid, such judgment shall not affect,
invalidate ar impatir any other provisions, sections or parts herecof, but shail be mereiy
confined to the prouisj:ﬁn, section. or part thereof that is directly invoived in the issue
upon which judgment has been rendesied.

SEC. 41. Repealing Clause. — Republic Act No. 6235 is hereby repealed.
Laws, decrees, orders, ztters of instructions, rules and freguiations, or Siner

issuances, and parns thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are likewise

accordingly repealed or modified.
SEC. 42, Effectivity Clause, — This Act snali take effect filteen (15) days

after its publication in the Dfficial Gazet'e or any nawspaper of general circuiation.

Approved.
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