Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City, Metro Manila

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
Third Regular Session

COMMITTEE REPORT No. 234 U :

Submitted by the Committees on Natural Resources, Appropriations and Ways and Means on
154G 2012 6479
Ke: House Bill No.
Eecommending its approval. in substitution of House Bill No. 3294
Sponsors; Representatives Francisco T. Matugas, Joseph Emilio A. Abava, Isidro T. Ungab,
and Ma. Amelita A. Calimbas-Villarosa

Mr. Speaker:

The Committees on Natural Resources, Appropriations and Ways and Means to which was
referred House Bill No. 3294, introduced by Representative Ma. Amelita Calimbas-

Villarosa, entitled:

“AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE GRAND APO REEF, LOCATED IN THE
MUNICIPALITY OF SABLAYAN, PROVINCE OF OCCIDENTAL MINDORO,
AS PROTECTED AREA UNDER THE CLASSIFICATION OF NATURAL
PARK AND ITS PERIPHERAL WATERS AS BUFFER ZONE, PROVIDING
FOR ITS MANAGEMENT AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES” 8 4 7 5

have considered the same and recommend that the attached House Bill No. . entitled:

“AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE APO REEF LOCATED IN SABLAYAN,
OCCIDENTAL MINDORO AS PROTECTED AREA UNDER THE CATEGORY
OF NATURAL PARK AND ITS PERIPHERAL WATERS AS BUFFER ZONE,
PROVIDING FOR ITS MANAGEMENT AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES”

be approved, in substitution of House Bill No. 3294, with Representatives Villarosa, Matugas,
Abaya and Ungab as authors thereof.

HON. FRANCISCO T. MATUGAS

Chairman
Cor Cmc on Appmpriatiunk Committee on Natural Resources
"ﬂc_—_f:n_.;///
HON. ISIDRO T. UNGAB v
P o
Chairman Bk

Committee on Ways and Means

THE HONORAELE SPEAKER
House of Representatives
Quezon City
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Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
(uezon City, Metro Manila

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
Second Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 647 5
(in substitution of HB 3294)

Introduced by Representatives Ma. Amelita A. Calimbas-Villarosa, Francisco
T. Matugas, Joseph Emilio A. Abaya, and Isidro T. Ungab

AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE APO REEF LOCATED IN SABLAYAN,
OCCIDENTAL MINDORO AS PROTECTED AREA UNDER THE
CATEGORY OF NATURAL PARK AND ITS PERIPHERAL WATERS
AS BUFFER ZONE, PROVIDING FOR ITS MANAGEMENT AND FOR

OTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Title — This Act shall be known as Apo Reef Natural Park
(ARNP) Act.

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy — Considering the rich biodiversity of the Apo
Reef and its vital role in the fishery and ecotourism industries in the country, it is
hereby declared the policy of the State to ensure its protection and conservation,
including its associated waters and islands. The State shall therefore ensure the
mobilization of resources for the operation of the institutional mechanism
established for the protection of Apo Reef and the provision of scientific and
technical support needed for the conservation of the biodiversity and integrity of its
ecosystems.

SEC. 3. Scope and Coverage — The Apo Reef Natural Park which is located in
the Municipality of Sablayan, Province of Occidental Mindoro, shall contain an
arca of Fifteen thousand seven hundred and ninety-two (15,792) hectares, and

is more particularly described as follows:



Control Northings Eastings
Points Cm. (°) Latitude  (°) Longitude (Meters) (Meters)
| 123 12°44°47 120°27°22 1.410.356.242 223.773.809

2 123 12541711 121733744 1,403,229.656 238.121.888
1293547  120°29°57 1,393,709.839 228.292.637
4 123 12°39°18 120°23°46 1,400,336.616  217,153.893
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Any modification of the coverage and scope of this Act due to factors such as
changing ecological conditions, new scientific or archaeological findings, or
discovery of traditional boundaries not previously taken into account shall be
made through an act of Congress after full consultation with the affected public and
concerned government agencies.

All lands and waters of the public domain within the coverage and scope of this
Act, inclusive of the protected area and its buffer zones described in Section 4. shall
fall under the classification of national park pursuant to the 1987 Philippine
Constitution.

SEC. 4. Bujffer Zones — Buffer zones surrounding the Apo Reef Natural Park,
containing an area of Eleven thousand six hundred and seventy-seven (11,677)

hectares, are likewise hereby established, with the following boundaries:

Control Northings Eastings
Points Cm. (°)Latilnde (°) Longitude (Meters) (Meters)
1 123 12°46°14 120°27°22 1,413,043.227  23,151.990
2 123 12°41°32 120°35°19 1,404,220 656  238,121.888
3 123 12°34° 20 120°30°16 1.391.042.803  228.863.890
4 123 12°38°57  120°22°12 1,399,680.788  214,329.441
The buffer zones are established for the purpose of forming an extra layer of
protection from users of nearby sea-lanes and other threats to the protected area.
SEC. 5. Definition of Terms —The following terms are hereby defined
for the purpose of this Act:
(a) Biodiversity shall refer to variety and variability among living organisms and
the ecological complexes in which said organisms occur;

(b) Buffer Zomes shall refer to the areas identified and established outside the



t-2

Laa

L

boundaries of and immediately adjacent to the designated ARNP for the purpose of
forming an extra layer of protection from users of nearby sea-lanes and other
threats to the protected arca and which also need special development control in
order to avoid or minimize harm to the protected area;

(¢) Collection or Collecting shall refer to the act of gathering or harvesting
wildlife and its by-products or derivatives;

(d) Commercial Fishers/Fisherfolks shall refer to persons who catch fish and
other fishery products using fishing vessels of more than three (3) gross tons;

(e) Conservation shall refer to the sustainable utilization of wildlife and/or
maintenance, restoration and enhancement of the habitat;

(f) Ecosystem shall refer to the dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-
organism communities and their non-living environment interacting as a functional
unit;

(g) Endangered Species shall refer to species or subspecies that are not critically
endangered but whose survival in the wild are unlikely if the causal factors continue
operating;

(h) Exotic Species shall refer to species or subspecies of flora or fauna that do not
naturally occur within the bio-geographic region of the ARNP at preseni or in
historieal time:

(i) Fishers/Fisherfolks shall refer to people directly or personally engaged in
taking and/or culturing and processing fishery and/or aguatic resources. They shall
also include traditional fishers who are solely dependent on fishing in ARNP for
sustenance and livelihood:

(1) Fishing Gear shall refer to any instrument or device and its accessories
utilized in taking, catching, gathering, killing, hunting, destroying, disturbing,
removing or possessing resources within the ARNP;

(k) Habitar shall refer to the place or type of environment where a species or
subspecies naturally occur or has naturally established its population;

(1) Hunting shall refer to collection of wild fauna for food and/or recreational
purposes with the use of weapons such as guns, bow and arrow, spear, and the like;

(m) Introduction shall refer to the bringing species into the wild that is outside its

natural habitat:
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(n) Kayakas shall refer to the fishing method known as the local version of the
muro-ami but smaller in size, using bamboo or trunk trees as scaring devices aside
from coconut or other leaves or materials to drive the fishes and other marine
resources out of the coral reefs while at the same time pounding the corals;

(0) Litter or Littering shall refer to the disposal of small amounts of non-
biodegradable solid waste materials, such as cigarette butts, candy wrappers, plastic
bags, bottles. glasses, in the ARNP which may cause or contribute to the deterioration
of the resources or habitats in the ARNP;

(p) Management Plan shall refer to the fundamental plan, strategy, and/or scheme
which shall guide all activities relating to the ARNP in order to attain the objectives of
this Act:

(q) Municipal Fishersfolks shall refer to persons who catch fish and other fishery
products using fishing vessels of three (3) gross tons or less, or whose fishing does not
require the use of fishing vessels;

(t) Moru-ami shall refer to the method used in reef fishing consisting of a
movable bagnet, detachable wings and scarelines having plastic strips
and/iron/steel/stone weights, effecting fish capture by spreading the net in an arc
around reefs or shoals and with the use of the scarelines, with a cordon of people
driving the fish towards the waiting net while pounding the corals by means of heavy
weights like iron/steel/stone or rock making it destructive to corals;

(8) National Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) shall refer to the
classification and administration of all designated protected areas to maintain essential
ecological processes and life-support systems, to preserve genetic diversity, to ensure
sustainable use of resources found therein, and to maintain their natural conditions to
the greatest extent possible;

(t) Natural Park shall refer to a relatively large area not materially altered by
human activity where extractive resource uses are not allowed and maintained to
protect outstanding natural and scenic areas of national or international significance
for scientific, education, and recreational use;

(u) Non-Government Organization (NG(O) shall refer to an agency. institution,
foundation or a group of persons whose purpose is to assist people’s

organizations/associations in various ways including, but not limited to, organizing,
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education, training, research, and/or resource accessing;

(v) Non-Renewable Resources shall refer to those resources that cannot be re-
made, re-grown or regenerated on a scale comparative to their consumption;

(w) Peoples Organization shall refer to a group of organized migrant
communities and or interested indigenous peoples which may be an association,
cooperative, federation, or other legal entity. established to undertake collective action
to address community concerns and needs, and mutually share the benefits of the
endeavor;

(x) Poaching shall refer to fishing or operating any fishing vessel, gathering
and/or purchase or possession of any fishery products within the ARNP by any foreign
person, corporation or entity;

(v) Protected Area shall refer to the identified portions of land and/or water set
aside by reason of their unique physical and biological significance, managed to
enhance biological diversity and protected against destructive human exploitation;

(z) Protected Species shall refer to plants or animals declared protected under
Philippine laws, rules, and regulations. These shall include all species listed under the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) and all its Appendices, the Bonn Convention on Migratory Species, those
specified under the red-list categories of the International Union for the Conservation
of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), or plants or animals which any government
agency and/or the ARNP may deem necessary for conservation and preservation in the
ARNP. _

(aa) Purse Sein shall refer to the gear characterized by encircling net having a line
at the bottom passing through rings attached to the net, which can be drawn or pursed.
In general, the net is set from a boat or boats around the school of aquatic resources.
The bottom of the net is pulled closed with a purse line. The net is then pulled aboard
the boat or boats until the resources are concentrated in the bunt or bag.

(bb) Resources shall refer to all natural endowments, whether aquatic or
terrestrial, living or non-living, found in ARNP.

(cc) Fessel shall refer to every description of watercraft, including non-
displacement crafts and seaplanes, used or capable of being used as a means of

transportation on water. It shall include everything found therein, except personal
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effects.
(dd) Waste shall refer to discarded items of sohd, liquid, contained gaseous or

semisolid from whatever source, which may cause or contribuie to the deterioration of
the resources or habitats in the ARNP.

SEC. 6. Creation of the Apo Reef Natural Park Management Board (ARNP-
MB) - Pursuant to Section 11 of RA 7586 or the NIPAS Act of 1992, there shall he
created an ARNP-MB which shall have jurisdiction, power and authority over the
ARNP for all matters that may affect biodiversity conservation, protection and
sustainable development. It shall be composed of:

1) The Regional Executive Director, DENR. Region 4-B as Chairperson;

2) The Provincial Planning and Development Officer/Coordinator;

3) The Mayor of the Municipality of Sablayan or duly designated
representative;

4) One (1) representative chosen from among the coastal barangays in the
Municipality of Sablayan;

5) One (1) representative from each department or national government agency
directly involved in the ARNP or with long term projects or permanent facility located
therein;

6) At least three (3) representatives from accredited NGQOs operating within
Sablayan chosen from among themselves in a meeting duly called for the purpose;

7) At least two (2) representatives from accredited POs operating within
Sablayan chosen from among themselves in a meeting duly called for the purpose.

The ARNP-MB shall serve for a term of five (5) years without compensation,
except for actual and necessary traveling and subsistence expenses incurred in
performance of their duties.

Whenever a vacancy occurs during the term of a member, a new member shall
be appointed in the same manner as the original appointment in order to complete the
unfinished term of the said vacancy. In case of elective officials, the term of office as
Management Board member shall be co-terminus the position: Provided, That the
incoming elective official may opt to allow continuity of representation by the
previous elective official through a Sanggunian Resolution which shall be

communicated officially to the ARNP-MB.
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The members of the ARNP-MB shall be appointed by the Secretary of the
DENR in conformity with the provisions of the NIPAS Act. The initial members of
the ARNP-MB shall be nominated from the current members of the interim ARNP-
MB. Their nominations shall be conducted in a joint meeting of the current members
of the interim ARNP-MB duly called for the purpose: Provided, That at least one-
third (1/3) of the members thereof shall be women.

Representatives of POs and NGOs shall be endorsed by their respective heads of
the organizations. Should there be NGO/PO consortia in the area, each consortium
shall be entitled to one (1) representative to the Management Board: Provided, That
the total NGO/PO representation to the Management Board shall not exceed twenty-
five per cent (25%) of the total membership of the ARNP-MB: Provided, further,
That the qualified NGOs/POs shall choose from among themselves, their
representative to the ARNP-MB. Hence, NGO/PO consortium members shall no
longer be eligible for representation to the Management Board.

Such NGO, PO, and/or consortia must be: i) known to be with interest, integrity
and commitment to the conservation of natural resources; and ii) locallv-based and
legally existing continuously for at least three (3) years prior to the proposed
appointment to the ARNP-MB.

The representatives from the Local Government Units (LGUs) and National
Agencies in the ARNP-MB shall among other duties, mform their respective
constituencies, office or sector of ARNP-MB approved or other relevant policies.
rules, regulations, programs and projects and ensure that the provisions of this Act are
observed, complied with and used as reference and framework in their respective
plans, policies, programs and projects. Failure to comply with the foregoing shall
subject such representative to disciplinary action as the ARNP-MB may provide.

SEC. 7. Powers and Functions of the Apo Reef Natural Park Management
Board - The ARNP-MB shall have the following powers and functions in addition to
those provided under the NIPAS Act of 1992 and its Implementing Rules and
Regulations:

(a) Issue rules and regulations to prohibit acts that may be prejudicial to the
ARNP and to the declaration of policy set forth under the NIPAS Act;

(b)Issue rules and regulations for the resolution of conflicts through appropriate
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and effective means;

(c) Issue rules and regulations for the discipline and removal of its officers and
members;

(d) Adopt rules and procedures in the conduct of business, including the creation
of committees to which their powers may be delegated:

(e) Approve the Management Plan and oversee the office of the Protected Area
Superintendent (PASu);

(f) Establish criteria and set fees for the issuance of permits for activities
regulated by this Act or the Management Plan;

(g) Recommend the deputization of appropriate individuals for the enforcement
of the laws, rules and regulations governing the conduct or management of the ARNP:

(h) Approve fees and charges in accordance with existing guidelines/policies and
raise funds for the ARNP;

(1) Manage the allocation of the ARNP and other funds for the ARNP, ensure
their proper administration, and render an accounting thereof; and

(j) Recommend appropriate policy changes to the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) and other government authorities.

The DENR, through its Regional Executive Director (RED), shall ensure that
the ARNP-MB acts within the scope of its powers and functions. In case of a conflict
between administrative orders issued by the DENR pursuant to the NIPAS Act and
those issued by the ARNP-MB, the Secretary of the DENR shall decide whether to
apply the rule or withdraw their application.

SEC. 8. Incentives of ARNP-MB Members - In addition to actual and necessary
traveling and subsistence expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. the
ARNP-MP members may be granted hornoraria and insurance coverage in attending
Management Board meetings. These expenses may be included in the budget for the
ARNP.

SEC. 9. Protected Area Superintendent (PASu) Office - There is hereby
established a PASu Office in charge of the implementation of the projects, programs
and policies for the management, protection and administration of the ARNP. It will
be headed by a Protected Area Superintendent (PASu) and shall be supported by the
existing personnel of the DENR. The PASu shall be the Chief Operating Officer of



Ln

the ARNP and shall be accountable to the RED of the DENR and the ARNP-MB. The
PASu shall have the following duties and responsibilities in addition to those provided
under existing laws and regulations:

(a) Establish, operate and maintain a database management system as decision
support tool;

(b) Prepare and execute the management plan for the ARNP;

(¢) Provide a secretariat for the ARNP-MB and supply the ARNP-MB with all
the information necessary to make appropriate decisions for the implementation of
this Act;

(d) Enforce the laws, rules and regulations relevant to the ARNP and assist in

the prosecution of offenses;
{e) Supervise all activities within the ARNP to ensure their conformity with the

Management Plan;

(f) Ensure the integration of the ARNP management policies, regulations,
programs and projects at all the concerned national and local government unit levels;

(g) Recommend to the DENR the issuance of permits based on terms,
conditions and criteria established by the ARNP-MB; and

(h) Perform other functions as the ARNP-MB may delegate.

The PASu shall be supported by a sufficient number of personnel who shall be
performing day to day management, protection and administration of the ARNE, All
position items of DENR employees detailed to the ARNP at the time of the effectivity
of this Act shall be transferred to form part of the PASu Office.

SEC. 10. Management Plan — The PASu shall take the lead in the preparation
of the Management Plan in coordination with the appropriate offices of the
Department, local communities, NGOs, and POs and all successor plans, which
shall be approved by the majority of the ARNP-MB and endorsed to the Secretary
through the Protected Areas and Wildlife Bureau (PAWB). The Management Plan is
deemed accepted unless formal written disapproval from the Secretary is received by
the ARNP-MB on the ground of inconsistency with existing laws and related rules
and regulations.

Within one (1) year from the effectivity of this Act, the Management Plan shall

have been put into effect following the General Planning Strategy provided



for under the NIPAS Act and according to procedure set forth in this Act. The
Management Plan shall have the following minimum contents:

(1) Description of the protected area;

(2) Situational analysis including key management issues and concerns;

(3) Goals and objectives;

(4) Management strategies/interventions;

(5) Description of management zonmes as well as major activities
allowed/prohibited therein;

(6) S-year Work and Financial Plan for the implementation of the Management
Plan; and

(7) Monitoring and evaluation mechanisms.

The ARNP-MB shall review and update the Management Plan at least every five
(5) years. Any modification of revision of the Management Plan shall follow the
requirements pursuant to the NIPAS Act and its Revised Implementing Rules and
Regulations: Provided That the revised Management Plan shall be approved and
endorsed in accordance with this Act.

The ARNP-MB shall likewise ensure that the Management Plan is integrated
into the comprehensive land-sea use plan of the Local Government of Sablayan,
Occidental Mindoro including the complementation of activities.

SEC. 11. Seasonal Fishing Privileges - Fishers who migrate to ARNP
seasonally for traditional fishing and other activities that have benign impact on the
sustainability and biodiversity of the reef shall be allowed to continue such activities:
Provided, That the commission of any of the acts described herein or failure to report
such acts when observed shall cause the cancellation of such rights.

The ARNP-MB may retain the services of a competent lawyer to prosecute
and/or assist in the prosecution of cases under the direct control and supervision of the
regular or special prosecutor and to defend the members of the ARNP-MB, the PASu
Or persons assisting in the protection, conservation and sustainable development of the
ARNP, against any legal action related to the performance of their duties, functions
and responsibilities as provided in this Act or as delegated or authorized by the

ARNP-MB.
SEC. 12. Unauthorized Entry, Enjoyment or Use - No person or entity shall



enter, enjoy or utilize any portion of the ARNP and the resources therein for whatever
purpose without prior permission from the ARNP-MB as herein provided.

The ARNP shall not be open to navigation, except for activities that are
sanctioned by the ARNP-MB such as, but not limited to, tourism and research.
Except in emergency situations, it shall be unlawful to enter the ARNP without prior
permission from the ARNP-MB or the PASu as herein provided. It shall also be
unlawful to enter, enjoy or use for any purpose any prohibited management zone.
This rule shall similarly apply to the use of any vessels, gear and equipment in
management zones where such are not allowed.

Any person found to have violated this provision shall suffer the penalty of
imprisonment of not less that six (6) month but not more than one (1) year and an
administrative fine of One Hundred Thousand (P100,000.00) Pesos but not more than
Three Hundred Thousand (P300,000.00) Pesos, as may be determined by the ARNP-
MB. If the violator is a commercial fisher or common fisherfolk, the penalty shall be
imprisonment of not less than one (1) year but not more than three (3) vears and a fine
of Five Hundred Thousand (P500.000.00) Pesos.

SEC. 13. Damages to the Reef — Any person who inflicts to the reef shall be
fined by the ARNP-MB based on current valuation standards and shall pay the cost of
restoration.

SEC. 14. Non-payment of Users’ Fees - It shall be unlawful for any person or
entity to enjoy or utilize the ARNP and the resources therein without payment of
conservation fees as may be imposed by the ARNP-MB. Any person found to have
violated this provision shall, in addition to the payment of the conservation fee, pay an
administrative fine of double the amount of the conservation fee set by the ARNP-MB
for the activity undertaken.

SEC. 15. Anchoring - It shall be unlawful for any person or entity to hold fast
or secure a vessel m place either by using an anchor or by tying on to any part of the
reef. All vessels shall uiilize the mooring buoys provided by the ARNP. Any person
found to be violated this provision shall pay an administrative fine of not less than Fifty
Thousand (P50,000.00) Pesos and not more than One Hundred Thousand (P100,000.00) Pesos.

SEC. 16. Dumping of Waste and Littering - It shall be unlawful for any person

ar entity to dump waste including used engine oil inside the ARNP. Pursuant thereto,
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it shall be unlawful to clean a vessel within the ARNP. Littering shall likewise be
prohibited when the ARNP. Any person found to have violated this provision shall
suffer the penaity of imprisonment of one (1) year to three (3) years, and a fine of not
less than Five Thousand (P50.000.00) Pesos. The ARNP-MB shall impose an
administrative fine of not less than One Hundred Thousand (P100,000.00) Pesos and
not more than Three Hundred Thousand (P300,000.00) Pesos, and order the violator
to clean up the waste or pay for the clean-up thereof.

SEC. 17. Bioprospecting Without Permit - It shall be unlawful to conduct
bioprospecting within the ARNP without prior permit from the ARNP-MB and other
concerned agencies. Ay person found to have violated this provision shall suffer the
penalty of imprisonment of one (1) year to six (6) years and a fine: fine of Five
Hundred Thousand (P500.000.00) Pesos but not more than One million
(P1,000,000.00) Pesos. The ARNP-MRB shall also impose an administrative fine
ranging from Five Hundred Thousand (P500,000.00) Pesos to One Million
(P1,000,000.00) Pesos and shall confiscate the resources that are subject of the
offense, including all equipment, gear and vessels which shall be forfeited in favor of
the ARNP — MB..

SEC. 18. Introduction of Exotic Species - It shall be unlawful to introduce
exotic species of plants or animals into the ARNP. Ay person found to have violated
this provision shall suffer the penalty of imprisonment of six (6) months to six (6)
vears; fine of One Hundred Thousand (Pl00.000.00) Pesos to One Million
(P1,000,000.00) Pesos; and forfeiture of the resources subject of the offense,
equipment, gears and vessels. The ARNP-MB shall also impose an administrative
fine ranging from Two Hundred Thousand (P200,000.00) Pesos to One Million
(P1,000,000.00) Pesos; and confiscation and forfeiture of the resources subject of the
offense, equipment, pears and vessels.

SEC. 19. Destroyving, Disturbing, or Possessing Resources - Except in cases of
emergency and safety, it shall be unlawful for any person to actually or attempt to
hunt, catch, fish, kill, take gather, remove, destroy, disturb, or possess any resource,
whether living or non-living, or products derived therefrom, without a permit from the
ARNP-MB and such other permils as may be required by law, rules and regulations.

The unauthorized entry of a vessel in the ARNP shall be prima facie evidence of
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violation of this Section. Any person found to have violated this provision shall be
penalized as follows:

(1) Where the offender uses explosives, noxious or poisonous subslances, the
penalty shall be imprisonment ranging from six (6) years and one day to twelve (12)
vears without prejudice to the filing of separate criminal cases when the use of the
same result to physical injury or loss of human life; fine ranging from Three Hundred
Thousand (P300,000.00) Pesos to Five Hundred Thousand (P500,000.00) Pesos;
forfeiture of the resources subject of the offense, equipment, gears, and vessels. The
ARNP-MB shall also impose an administrative fine ranging from Three Hundred
Thousand (P300.000.00) Pesos to Five Hundred Thousand (P500.000.00) Pesos; and
confiscation and forfeiture of the resources subject of the offense, equipment, gears,
and vessels.

The discovery of dynamite, other explosives and chemical compounds which
contain combustible elements or noxious or poisonous substances in any vessel or in
the possession of any person within the ARNP shall constitute prima facie evidence
that the same was used in violation of this Act. The discovery in any vessel or in the
possession of any person within the ARNP of resources caught, taken, killed,
removed, gathered or destroyed with the use of explosives, noxious or poisonous
substances shall constitute prima facie evidence of violation of this Act;

(2) Where the offender merely possesses explosive, noxious or poisonous
substances, within the ARNP, the penalty shall be imprisonment ranging from four (4)
vears and two (2) months and one (1) day to six (6) years, a_fine ranging from One
Hundred Thousand (P100,000.00) Pesos to Three Hundred Thousand (P300,000.00)
Pesos and forfeiture of fish catch, fishing equipment and vessels. The ARNP-MB
shall also impose an administrative fine ranging from One Hundred Thousand
(P100.000.00) Pesos to Three Hundred Thousand (P300,000.00) Pesos and shall
confiscate the resources that are subject of the offense, including all equipment, gear
and vessels which are all be forfeited in favor of the ARNP.

(3) Where the offender takes, removes, gathers, kills, destroys or possesses
corals, except for scientific or research purposes authorized by the ARNP-MB, the
penalty shall be imprisonment ranging from six (6) years and one day to twelve (12)

years a fine ranging from One Hundred Thousand (P100,000.00) Fesos to Two
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Hundred Fifty Thousand (P250,000.00) Pesos and forfeiture of the corals, equipment,
gears and vessels. The ARNP-MB shall also impose an admimstrative fine ranging
from One Hundred Thousand (P100,000.00) Pesos to Two Hundred Fifty Thousand
(P250.000.00) Pesos and shall confiscate the corals that are the subject of the offense,
and all equipment, gears and vessels used in the commission of the crime. The same
shall be forfeited in favor of the ARNP.

(4) Where the offender uses any fishing gear or method that destroys coral
reefs, seagrass beds, or other marine life habitats as may be determined by this Act,
the ARNP-MB, other laws, the Department of Agriculture (DA), or the DENR, the
penalty of imprisonment ranging six (6) years and one (1) day to twelve (12) vears, a
fine of not less than One Hundred Thousand (P100,000.00) Pesos to Five Hundred
Thousand (P500.000.00) Pesos and confiscation of harvested resources, fishing
equipment, gear and vessels shall be imposed on the operator, boat captain, master
fisherman, and recruiter or organizer of the fishworkers involved.. The ARNP-MB
shall also impose an administrative fine ranging from Four Hundred Thousand
(P400,000.00) Pesos to One Million (P1,000,000.00) Pesos.

Muro-Ami, pa-aling, all kinds of frawls (galadgad, Norway), purse seine
(pangulong), Danish seine (hulbot-hulbot, pahulbot-hulbot, likisan, liba-liba, palisot,
patungko, bira-biru, buli-buli, hulahoop, zipper, lampomas, etc.), ring net (kubkob,
pangulong, kalansisi), drive-in net (kayakas), round haul seine (sapvaw, lawag),
motorized push net (sudsad), bagnet (basnig, saklit), or any of their variations, are
hereby declared destructive fishing methods or gears under this Section:

(5) Where the offender gathers or removes pebbles, stones, rocks, sand or other
materials or otherwise engages in the quarrying or dredging of any portion of the
ARNP, the penalty shall be imprisonment of six (6) vears and one day to twelve (12)
years a fine of not less than One Hundred Thousand (P100,000.00) Pesos to Two
Hundred Fifty Thousand (P250,000.00) Pesos and the substance taken from the habitat,
and all equipment and vessels used to commit such violation shall be confiscated and
forfeited in favor of the ARNP — MB. The ARNP-MB shall also impose
administrative fines ranging from One Hundred Thousand (P100,000.00) Pesos to
Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand (P750,000.00) Pesos.

(6) Where the subject of the offense are protected species as defined in this Act,
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the penalty shall be imprisonment of twelve (12) years to twenty (20) years, a fine of
Five Hundred Thousand (P500,000.00) Pesos to One Million (P1.000,000.00) Pesos
for every threatened or endangered organism subject of the offense, confiscation and
forfeiture of the harvested species and all equipment, gear and vessels hold in the
commission of the crime. In addition the fishing permit of the offender shall be
cancelled. The ARNP-MB shall also impose an administrative fine ranging from Five
Hundred Thousand (P500,000.00) Pesos to One Million (P1,000.000.00) Pesos for
every threatened or endangered organism that is the subject of the offense.

(7) Where the violations of this Section are not covered by the preceding
paragraphs, the penalty shall be imprisonment of three (1) years to six (6) years, a fine
of not less than One Hundred Thousand (P100,000.00) Pesos but not more than Three
Hundred Thousand (P300,000.00) Pesos, and all harvested resources, equipment, gear
and vessels used in the commission of the crime shall be confiscated and forfeited in
favor of the ARNP. In addition, the fishing permit of the offender shall be cancelled.
The ARNP-MB shall also impose an administrative fine ranging from Three Hundred
Thousand (P300,000.00) Pesos to One Million (P1,000,000.00) pesos.

SEC. 20. Poaching by Foreigners - It shall be unlawful for any foreigner,
foreign corporation or entity to fish, gather and/or purchase or possess any fishery
products within the ARNP or to operate any foreign fishing vessel in the ARNP. The
entry of any foreign fishing vessel in the ARNP shall constitute prima facie evidence
that the vessel is engaged in fishing in the area. The presence of any foreign national
in a fishing vessel of either Philippine or foreign registry in the ARNP shall be
conclusive evidence that the vessel is foreign. Any person found to have violated this
provision shall suffer the imprisonment of six (6) years and one (1) day to twelve
years (12) vears and a fine of One Hundred Thousand (US$100,000.00) U.S. Dollars,
in addition to the confiscation and forfeiture of the harvested resources, fishing
equipment and fishing vessel: Provided, That in case of non-payment of fine,
subsidiary imprisonment shall be imposed: Provided, further, That the ARNP-MB
shall impose an administrative fine of not less than Fifty Thousand (US$50,000.00)
U.S Dollars, but not more than Two Hundred Thousand (US$200,000.00) U.S.
Dollars or its equivalent in Philippine Currency: Provided, finally, That a bond may

be posted for the vessels which shall not be less than One Hundred Thousand

14
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(US$100,000.00) U.S Dollars. A Hold Departure Order shall be issued as a condition
for the grant of bail to any foreign offender. All passports and documents which may
be used by the accused to flee the country must be surrendered to the court.

SEC. 21. Violation of Environmental Impact Assessment System - The ARNP-
MB shall prosecute violations against the Environmental Impact Assessment System.
Such violations shall be punished by imprisonment of three (3) years to five (5) years,
a fine of One Hundred Thousand (P100.000.00) Pesos for every day each violation
subsists. In addition, the offender shall cause the immediate rehabilitation of the
affected area or bear the cost of the rehabilitation. The vessels. structures, effects,
materials, and equipment used, and the products of such violations shall be
confiscated and forfeited in favor of the ARNP-MB. If the offender is a corporation,
the directors and officers thereof shall suffer the penalty as prescribed above. The
ARNP-MB shall also impose an administrative fine of One Hundred Thousand
(P100,000.00) Pesos for every day each violation subsists.

SEC. 22. Violation of Standards -The owner, operator and top three (3) officers
of any vessel violating the standards set by the ARNP-MB, such as, but not limited to,
safety and sanitation standards, shall suffer administrative penalty of fine ranging
from Twenty Thousand (P20,000.00) Pesos to Fifty Thousand (P50.000.00) Pesos for
every day each violation subsists, and suspension of three (3) months to cancellation
of the permit to operate within the ARNP.

SEC. 23. Obstruction of Law Enforcement Officer - The boat owner, master,

operator, officer of any vessel or any person acting on their behalf who evades,

obstructs or hinders any law enforcement officer in the ARNP from performing their
duty shall be fined Fifty Thousand (P50,000.00) Pesos. In addition, the registration,
permit and/or license of the vessel, including the license of the officers thereof shall
be cancelled.

SEC. 24. Common Penal Provision — (a) If the vessel used in the commission
of the wviolation is owned by a corporation or entity. the fine shall be twice the
maximum amount imposed for the offense.

(b) If the vessel used in violation of this Act is foreign owned, the fine shall be
thrice the maximum amount imposed for the offense commitied without prejudice to

the other penalties imposed in Section 21 hereof.
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(c) The Captain of the vessel shall suffer the maximum duration of the
imprisonment for the offense committed.

SEC. 25. Subsidiary Imprisonment - Non-payment of judicial fines imposed
under this Act shall be subject to subsidiary imprisonment as provided for by existing
laws.

SEC. 26. Fines and Forfeitures - All administrative fines and forfeitures that
may be imposed by the ARNP-MB under this Act and the rules and regulations that
may be promulgated in pursuit of the goals and objectives of this Act, shall form part
of the funds and assets of ARNP.

Confiscated or forfeited vessels, structures, effects, materials, and equipment
which are not are not necessary for the proper prosecution of the offense charged, may
be sold to the ARNP-MB in a public auction. Proceeds of the said sale shall accrue to
the ARNP Trust Fund created under Section 29 of this Act.

In case the confiscated vessels, structures, effects, materials, and equipment are
in custodia legis, the ARNP-MB or its counsel, after proper proceedings may move
for the sale of the confiscated or forfeited vessels, structures, effects, materials and
equipment pendente lite: Provided, That the said vessels, structures, effects, materials,
and equipment is no longer necessary for the proper prosecution of the offense or if
the same are necessary but substitute evidence is accepted by the Court. The proceeds
of the said sale shall likewise accrue to the ARNP Trust Fund created under Sec. 29 of
this Act.

SEC. 27. Vielation of Other Laws - Prosecution for violation of this Act shall
be without prejudice to the prosecution of the offender for violation of other laws,
rules and regulations.

SEC. 28. Special Prosecutors and Counsels - The Department of Justice
(DOT), upon recommendation of the ARNP-MB, shall designate special prosecutors to
conduct the necessary preliminary investigation and to prosecute violations of this
Act, other laws, rules, and regulations issued by ARNP. Such special prosecutors
shall coordinate with the ARNP-MB and the Protected Area Office in the performance
of their duties and assist in the training of wardens and rangers in arrest and criminal
procedure. The ARNP-MB shall periodically submit an evaluation of the

performance of the designated special prosecutors to the DOJ.
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The ARNP-MB may retain the services of a competent lawyer to prosecute
and/or assist in the prosecution of cases under the direct control and supervision of the
regular or special prosecutor to defend the members of the ARNP-MB, the PASu and
the Protected Area Office staff or nersons assisting in the nrotection. conservation and
sustainable development of the ARNP against any legal action related to the
nerformance of their duties and as nrovided in this Act or as delegated bv the ARNP.

SEC. 29. The Apo Reef Natural Park Trust Fund (ARNPTF) - There is hereby
estahlished a trust fund to be known as the ARNPTF for purposes of financing
projects of the system. All income generated from the operation of the system or
manacement of wild flora and fauna therein shall accrue to the said Fund These
incomes shall be derived from fees from permitted sale and export of flora and fauna
and other resources from the ARNP nroceeds from lease of multinle-use areas.
contributions from industries and facilities directly benefiting from the ARNP; and
such other fees and income derived from the oneration of the nrotected area.

The Fund may be augmented by grants, donations, endowment from various
sources. domestic or foreign. for nurnoses related to their functions: Provided. That
the Fund shall be deposited as a special account in the National Treasury and
dishursements therefrom shall be made solelv for the nrotection. maintenance.
administration and management of the system, and duly approved projects endorsed
bv the PAMB in accordance with existing accounting and budeeting tules and
regulations: Provided, further, That the Fund shall not be used to cover personal
services-exnenditures.

The LGUs shall continue to impose and collect all other fees not enumerated
herein which thev have traditionallv collected. such as business permits. property tax.
and rentals of local government units facilities. Furthermore, local government units
mav charee add-ons to fees imposad by the PAMB orovided that such add-ons shall
be determined based on the contribution of the local government units in the
maintenance and nrotection of the nrotected area.

SEC. 29-A, Tax Exemption. — Any donation or bequest made to the ARNP shall
be exemnt from donor’s tax and the same shall be considered as allowable deduction
from the gross income of the donor, in accordance with the provisions of the National

Revenue Code of 1997, as amended.
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SEC. 30. Utilization of Resources - The exploitation or utilization of non-
renewable resources within the ARNP shall not be allowed. Energy projects within
the ARNP shall be allowed only through an Act of Congress, except energy from
wind, sun, and water sources and not more than one (1) megawatt capacity for mini-
hyvdro power: Provided, That these renewable energy projects are established outside
the strict protection zone, adopt reduced impact technologies and undergo the

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) system as provided by law: Provided,

Jurther, That the endorsement of the ARNP-MEB has been obtained.

SEC. 31. Appropriations - The Secretary of the DENR shall immediately
include in the Department’s program the implementation of this Act. the funding of
which shall be included in the Annual General Appropriations Act.

SEC. 32. Construction and Suppletory Application of Existing Laws - The
provisions of this Act shall be construed liberallv in favor of achieving biodiversity
conservation, protection and sustainable development. Provisions of Republic Act No.
7586, otherwise known as the National Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS)
Act of 1992 and exasting forestry laws, and their corresponding rules and regulations
not inconsistent hereto shall have the suppletory effect in the implementation of this
Act.

SEC. 33. Repealing Clause - For the purpose of this Act. Sections 11, 15, 16,
20, and 21 of the Republic Act No. 7586 are hereby modified. The prohibition and
penalties under Republic Act No. 7586 are hereby superseded for the entire area
covered by this Act. Al other laws, rules and regulations inconsistent with this Act
are hereby repealed or modified accordingly

SEC. 34. Separability Clause - The provisions of this Act are hereby declared to
be separable, and i the event one or more of such provisions are held
unconstituiional, the vahidity of other provisions shall not be affected thereby.

SEC. 35. Effectivity Clause - This Act shall take effect fifieen (15) days after

publication in the Official Gazette or two newspapers of general circulation.

Approved,
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| HOUSE BILL NO. _ 3254

Infroduced by, HON. MA. AMELITA A, CALIMBAS — VILLAROSA

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill seeks to establish the Grand fpo Reef in Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro as a
protected area under the category of natural park and its peripheral waters as buffer zones,
praviding the framewark for the sustained managesment of ils wide variely of marine life and
development of the park as a tourist destination.

Apo reef is the second largest atall-like reef in the world and the largest coral reef in the
Fhilippines. It is vital nesting ground for migratory birds and endemic species of wildlife like the
endangered Nicobar Pigeon (Caloenas nicobarica), Green Sea Turlle (Chelonia mydas) and
Hawkbill Turtle (Eremochelys imbricate).

Rare corals of no less than 197 species and sea creatures of 385 species are cammonly
spotted around the reefs, particularly tropical aguarium fish and pelagic species such as jacks,
tuna, barracudas, dolphins and sharks. Many divers have been treated o sights of majestic
manta, stingrays, crlevise-dwelling marays, blennies and gobies,

Apo Resf was declared as a Protected Area in September 6, 1996 by virtue of
Presidential Proclamation MNo. 838. Prior to the said declaration, it was proclaimed a Marine
Reserve under Proclamation No. 1801 in 1980 and as a Tourist Zone and Marine Reserve in the
Municipality of Sablayan, Occidental Mindore under Municipal Resolution No. 1108 in 1982,

In the pasl, Apo Reef was plagued by old threats and problems such as illegal fishing,
poaching and careless diving often brought on by human need, ignorance and indifferences.
Chosen as one of the fen (10) priorily sites under the Conservation of Eriority Protected Areas,
Apo Reef made a: guantum leap in regaining its world class grandeur as an Underwater
Faradise. At present, Apo Reel, a 34 sguare kilometers atoll-like reef teeming with diverse
corals, fishes, marine mammals and invertebrates, is a dream destination for many avid divers.

More imporantly it must be reckoned with that the conservation of Apo Rsef has a
tremendous impact on food security for millions of Filipinos— The atall serves as g prolific
replenishment area for the country’s declining fisheries.

Apa reef is at risk because it lacks adequate manpower and financial support far its
sustained protection and conservation.

Said bill was approved on Third Reading by the House of Representatives (14"
Congress) on February 24, 2009 and approved on Third Reading by the Senale (14" Congress)
on January 8, 2010_; Due to lack of material ime before the 14" Congress ended. su bject bill was
net passed.

In view of the foregoing, the passage of this bill is :armestly sought.

MA. AMELITA A, CALIMBAS - VILLAROSA
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Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CQiuezon City, Metro Manila

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
First Regular Session

3234

HOUSE BILL NQ.

Introduced by: HON. MA. AMELITA A. CALIMBAS — VILLAROSA

AN ACT DECLARING THE GRAND APQO REEF, LOCATED IN THE
MUNICIPALITY OF SABLAYAN, PROVINCE OF OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, AS
A PROTECTED AREA UNDER THE CLASSIFICATION OF NATURAL PARIK
AND ITS PERIPHERAL WATERS AS BUFFER ZONE, PROVIDING FOR ITS
MANAGEMENT AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:

- ,:
SECTION 1. Title. — This Act shall be known as the {Grancﬁﬁpc Reaf

Matural Park Act”

- SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. — Considering the rich biodiversity of the
(Gramﬁ Apo Reef and its vital role in the fishery and eco — tourism industries in the
country, it is hereby declared the policy of the state to ensure its protection and
conservation, including its associated waters and islands. As such, the State
shall ensure the mobilization of resources for the operation of the institutional
mechanism established for the Grand Apo Reef and the provision of scientific
and technical | support needed for the conservation of the biodiversity and
integrity of its ecosystem.

SEC. 3.:Cuverage and Scope. — The boundaries of the Grand Apo Reer
Matural Park, which is located in the Municipality of Sablayan, Province of
Occidental Mindoro, contain an area of fifteen thousand seven hundred ninety —

two (15,792) hectares, and is more particularly described as follows:
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Control L Marthings = a-f,'hﬂgc,

Points CMi{°}  LATITUDE  LOWGITUDE  {Nisters) {Meters)
1 123! 12 44’ 47 120° 270 22" 1,410,356.242 223,773.809
2 123 e 41" 117 120° 33 44" 1,403,605.487 235,240,033
3 123 12° 35 477 120° 29° 577 1,383,709.838 228,292.637
4 123 12 397 187 1200 237 46" 1,400,336.6186  217,153.883

Arny madification of the coverage and scope of t?‘ns Act due o Tactors such
as changing ecelogical conditions, new sclentific or archeological findings, or
discovery of tiadiional boundaries not previously iaken inlo account shall bs
madsa through ’,:-:r. Act of Congrese after full consullation with the affecied public
and curmar.med gwernmeqt BOENGIes.

SEG. 4. Buffer Zones.- Bulfer sones .‘3|J|]'-'JU|'I'—.|-I'_I':& the protecited ares,
containing an area of Forty-four thousand six Isurnd_led sixty-three and four
hundradth ac.wuuy dive (44,663.475) heclaraes, are likewise hareby establishad,
with the fGi!mﬁ.fI:‘!lg boundarias:

CONTROL . NORTHINGS  EASTINGS

POINTS CM{°} LATITUDE  LONGITUDE (METRES) (METRES)
. 123 12° 46’ 14" 120° 27° 227  1,413,043.227  223,151.990
2 1;-;3 12° 497 09" 120° 37327 1,418,718.531 242,164,552
3 123 12° 37’ 417 120° 42° 107 1,396,877.891 250,352,673
4 123 12° 34" 20" 120° 30° 16" 1,391,042.803 278,883.580
5 123 12¢ 38 577 1207 22° 12°  1,3£9,689.788 214,329.441

= el ; ; =
Fhe bufier zones are established for the purpose of farming an extra layer
. .

of pretschion i:;'c: n usars of nearby sea-lanes and other threats to the protected
areg. :

SEC. & L’-"*{;ﬁ Classification.- All 'ands and waters of the public domain
within the ceuer.-_.g’v and scope of this Act, inclusive of the protected arsa and its
buffer zons CJ‘:SurleEL'i in Section 4, shall fall under the classification of national

park pursuant 3 the 1987 Fhilippine Constiiution,
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See. 8. Definifion of Tenns.- Thea lollowing terms are haraby defined for
the purposes of fi'tis Act:

"Accreo m—*d NEOs/POs" shall refer o groups, m'gal‘rir_fstiorus or associations
lnat satisfactarily comply with ihe acocredialion p&c:;.... for non-governimasnt
organizalions aﬁ"gd people's organizations by the E:arvggum g Bayan of Sablayan
pursuant fo Regublic Act Mo, 7180 o The Local Gover |1':|=-ar‘|t Ceods of 1550

"D&pa;‘;‘r!?}enr" shail refer 1o the Despartmesnt of Environment and Naiura
Rescurces. I

‘M- .'e:’l;ew able resowrces” shall refer 1o those resources found within the
proteciad ared ;aru;i ils burfer zones, the naiural replenﬁ:l'm'uent rate ol which is
either not }ar':uwﬁ or takes maore than twenlty-five (25 years.

"Pazgiva fshing gear” shall refer to any means Di catching, galhering, or
collecting fish 'm' aquatic products that does not alter the capsacity of the
oSy EIEm 1o re;rplc;—nmh is=lf nor harm any prolecled species of the young of any
marine spacias.|

“Han sf—.drr refer to the management plan for the proteciion and
conservation of the Grand Apo Reef Matural Fark, |

“Protecisd species” shall refer o any species |

| of plants, animals or
ﬁ"li.l':-['f.“lc-!'gﬂr!-lﬁr"'t‘-‘-. declared as protected  under Phili;:':r:rinn: laws, rulss  and
regulations or imternational agresments/conventions n*hL.’e'H tha Philippines is =
signatory, of qurJ|OLICIE\J ir1 the management plan pursuant o this Act,

"S::‘c:.rE*rafj}—' shall refer lo the Secretary of the Dey pEriment,

Task Force” shall rafer lo the Muiii-secloral Marine Law Enforcement Unit

SEC. 7. .ﬁﬁmfﬂfs fration and Maragement.- The Grand Apo Reef Natura
i'—'arl:.. i= harei}yéplaced under ths coniral and administration of the Departrment
through the I"-‘rr:ulgectad Area Management Board (PAME)

SEC. 8. msiigiional Mechanisis.~- The iollowing administrative and
policy-making meachanisms are hereby adopited for the Grand Apc Resf Natural
Fark:

A The F’AE-J!E‘Z- There 18 nereby established a PAMB which shall be the policy

making o 13, for the protecied area. it shall be compossad of;
|
- i
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1. Thes Department's Regional Executive Direcior (RED) for Region IV-B, as

Chairpersen;

Eh

The Repressntative of the Lone District of Docidental Mindare;

3 The Provincial Planning and Development Officer of Dcocidental Mindoro,

4. The Representative of the Office of the Mayor of sablayan;

5 The 'Pr!t_as'rciem af the Liga ng Barangay chosen by and from among the
b.s_—;:ang'ay captains of the len coastal barangays of Sablavan;

o e :'n*h;-.“]ic:_r:jar' agriculturist of Sablayan, Cecidenial Mindoro;

T AR rru:.micipal envirenment and natural rescurces oificer of Sablayarn,
’IJLu-:}erri:?i hindoro

B e .'»:-a:st two r:=p=ESeﬂ{atives from accredited environmental WNGOs

ozl E.i:r.g within Sablayan, chosen from ameong themselves in a meating
ity called for the pLUrposs,

5 Al le east two representatives from accredited POs fiom the fisher folik
sacior operating within the Wunicipality of Sab!a'g,-aﬂ, chosen from among
themsealves in a meeaiing duly caliad for the pUrpoOsE,

1. One repressntative from the Municipal Fisheri e and Aguatic resources
Managament Council (MF ARMTY of SEL“H‘_-,-'E‘]I chasan from among
1_I"‘|emae~lwes i & imeeting duly called for the purpose

|

Each member of the PAMB shall serve for a t=rm DF three yvears and shall

be considered to represent his or her sector and deemed to carry the vote of such

sactor in all :1'iauers. I the case of governmeni officials, the term of their
membarsiug in Eihe FAMB shall be coterniinous with their office or unless soonear
terminated by the head of the agancy being representad.
B Powars and Funcitions of the PAMEB.- The PAMB shall exercise the foliowing
powers and functions:
ik Decic{a o mattars relating w plamnning, resouwrce protection, and general
adr‘Tt'r':JESifa‘-_lc-h of the area in accordance withe the ar:;,i:r-::wrjr:i

m;.ﬁﬂuamu. dolar

(R

Approve propos als, work plans, aclion plans, and guidslines for the
r"|"|¢'-,'i|"i&j§-':'.’f: izt of the protected area in accordancs with the approved

r11.-_.|".’.=1|_‘|eaT|:,r|L plan;



1.')e£ir===-i:=i-; and demarcale prolecled arsa boundaries and buffer zonas;

o

. Prcn‘ru.ﬂgalt_—‘: :uies and regulations to promote development programs
and projects on biodiversity conservation and sustainable deveiopment

consistent with the managemeni plan of the prolecied asres;

5 Ensure ithe implemantation of programs as prescribed in he
rr‘|a|".£~1§5|"ru:—;nt plan in order io provide employvmesnt to the people
awellin g in and around the protected ares;

& E?unirh_i and regulate the construciion, opsration, and mainienance of

infrastiucturas within tha protectad area;

_‘"I

Monitor and evaluate ths psrformance of prolecied area personnsl
FHMGEOs, and the communities and report their assessments to the NIPAS
Policy %—:nﬂ Frogram Sieering Commitiee;

8. lssue ||J|hs and regulations to prohibit and regulate acts that may be
prejudicial o the protecied area and ihe policy declaration hersin sat
forth. '

The Deparimant, throuagh the RED for Region V-8, shall exerciss authaority
over the PAME to ensure that the latter acts within the scope of its powers and
functions.  In case of conflict between administrative orders issued by the
Department puréuant o Republic Act No. 7586 or the National intsgrated
Protected Areas System Act of 1992 (NIPAS Act) for national application and ths
ruies and ragulations issued by PAMB, the PAME shall notify the Secretary who
shall decide whather to apply the rule or withdraw its application 1o the site.

G, The PASU ;’é}ﬁice_— There is hareby established a PASU Office in charge of
the rna!“;agﬁi-rnerﬂ.t protection and administration of the Grand Apo Resf
Matural F’arer The PASu Office shall be assisted by the existing personnel of
the Daparirr;&nt_ The head of office shall be the chief operating officer and
shall be accountable to the Department's RED for Re gicn V-8B and the
EAME. Tl’“-a, PASU shall have the following powars and functions:

1. Actas ﬁEF‘d of the secrelariat for the PAMB;

2 E,SIqDlI"-:TI partnership with e local commun :rt; including  groups
mterestad i the achievemeni of the goals and objectives of the

=

protected ars
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}e-\ae.lep and implement a park information,| education, and visitor

0]
=y

pregran;
4 Enforce the laws, rules and regulations relevant to the protecied ares

and sssist in the prosscution of offenses,

5. Supervise all activilies within the protected area for conformity with the
iTlar}agement plam;

&, ,ﬂ.ccep::t,r in the name of the Grand Apo Reef KNatural Park, funds
c:ir;}nat._ions, gifis, or bequesis or property for the support of its programs
and c.:erVN:ﬂs' and

7. Per rc_arﬂ such other functions as the PAMB may assign

SEC F;mrec:ﬂon and Conservation Plan.- The PASu shall take the lead
in the pre,cam:ﬁjorr of the management plan and all successor plans in
coordination w:iih the appropriate offices of the Departmeant, local communitiss,
NGOs and Pt,a,wnmlw snall be reviewesd and approved Dy the PAMEB and certified
to by the Secre .E‘ Frovided, however, That the Secretary may revise and modify
the managemei n pian, as submutisd for certification, @ ansurs its conformidy with
the laws and ap{}iécable rules and regulations, after consuitation with the PAME.

Within one year from the seffectivity of this Act, the management plan shall
have been put :i.r‘!l_cr effect following the General Management Planning Strategy
provided for mder the NIPAS Act and according to the procadure set forth in this
Act, The rr':n:ge nent plan shall contain, among others, the foliowing:

{a) the -:_Etegc-ry of the protecied area,

(b} period of applicability of the pian:

iz}  key managemsant issua;

s and objectives of managemeant in support of Section 2 harso

{2) sil= iﬁ anagement strategy; and

i) m;.nor management activities such as, but not imited to enforcement
of r:_‘\.S habitat  and  wildlife management, suszisinable use
e .égrmen* sCo-louUnsm developmeant and maintenance,
information, education, and communication =

Ons g,fee&r' zefore the axpiration of the period of the applicability of the

existing murnam:—: nent plan, the PASU shall cause the publication of notices for

>



L3

L

comments and! nugqebuaﬁs on the nexl successor plan in a newspaper of local
cireulation in the Municipality of Sablayan and the posting of such notices in the
provincial, miunicipal and barangay halls, in three other areas freguented by the
nublic a2nd on Grand Apo Resf  Public hearings ma;j,r be conducted on the
successar plan]

|

The zoning of the profecisd ares shall give primary consigaration o the
fraditional zones that have been sustainably used by fisher folks for an
appreciatle ieingih of tme, uniess such usss are :r_ieemed getrimenial 1o
biodivarsity am::d- protection of its natural characiaristics.

SEG. ﬂ]!.. Prohibited Acis and Penalties.- A fing of not less than Five
thousand pusé% (P5,000.00) ner more than Five ﬁLI*‘ﬁL"iIQL‘! thousand pesos
(P500,000.00) Dr imprisonment of not less than one (1} year nor more than six (B)
years, or bmh.! =5 determinad by the Court, shall be imposed upon any perscn
WD I
1. Hunts, dastroys, collects, disiurbs, or possasses anywhare within the

Grand Apo Feef Natural Park and its adjoining buffer zons any plants
ar afﬁ'imas sand. caral, rocks or producis derived from the area without

a proieciad area permit]

o ossesses outsida the protscied area any wild planis or animals or
products derived from the arsa without & proiecied ares parmii;

3. Explores or sxtracts minesrals will hin the protected area and it bulisr
zf.:nﬂ!e‘.

A 'F".%;;'ri wilhin the protecied arsa and its buffer zone  Usimg Sxplosives;

noxious substances, eleciriciiy or nsts below thres centimeters in size
trorm knot to knot when sirelched, or by any other destructive fishing
mathed as may be determined by law, regulations and ordinances;

!
5 Hunis, coliects, removes or destroys any srdangered or proiecied

a0

rops anchor within ihe protected area axoap in ithe designated si

or where thera is a danger to life or property which necessitates such

]

act;
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e 'Thr:_*:.ws. dumps of Calsss o durmnped Inle the ssa within the
;Ln'C}T{:'_b{ﬂEd area and its bufier zoane any non-bicdegradable maiafial or
other substance deletarious to marine life; .

g Fish in the prolected area and its buffer zone |without a protecied ares

L |
e,

Vioiates duly published rules anag regulaticraafissuecl by the PAMB for

[1p]

tha ﬁ)rotectimﬂ and consarvation of the protected arsa,

140, Ere:i'ts any permanent struciure on land or on water for any purposs
c:s,ats:ic:-'e the managsment plan Provided, Thal permaneant structures
intended for marine safety and determined o be urgenily necessary,

z=hall be

befare the next managemsani plan shall have taken effsct,
exempied from this prohibition; and
11. Possesses or deals with exglosives or noxious substances within the
*i:wr:ntf&c.‘ied STEE.
Valustich of the damage shall take into account biodiversity and
conservaiion considerations as well as aesthetic and scanic valuss,
Sec. 11 Special Prosecuiors.- Within thirly days from the effeciivity of

this Act the Depariment of Justice shall appoint a special prosecutor o whom ali

=
]

cases for violation of lawes, rules and reguialions in the proiected area shall
assignsd. T helspecial prosscuior shall soordinate with the PANME apd the PASL
ity the perfarmaim:a—:- of hisfher duties and shall assist in the training of the Grand
,&.pﬁ F;eer Nal:;é*.'ai Park personnal in arrsst and crimir&al:jerGELﬂﬁr-f‘—;é. Whensver
resources  of 5“'1'5' FAME would ailow, special privaie prosecuiors may be
appointed to z-;c;t under the control and supervision of the Qpecial piosecLUlern

Sec. 12, focal Government Units.- The Municipality of Sablayvan, its
coastal barangays and the provincial government of Occidental Mindoro shall
participale in the management of ithe Grand Apo Reef Protecied Area ihrough
representation il'i the PAME as provided undsar Saction 2
mez o Eated

¢ 13 Grand Apo Reef Froiecied Area Fund (EARPAF:- (here is

tr

hereby established & irust fund o be known as the Grand Apo Resf Protaclted
Area Fund for purposes of tinancing projects of the system. Al incoine ganaraied
frorm the aper:—.{timw of the system ar managasmenl of wild flara and fauns i ihe

fal
! i
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protected arsa shall accrue 1o the Fund. These incoms shéil be derived from faes
from permitted sale and export of flora and fauna and otlger resources from the
protecied area, P"E‘l’..--“’-“d‘é from lease of multiple-uses ar'e‘ies: contribuiions Trom
inclustries and 1'a'-"|l|t155 diractly penefiting from ths protected area; and such other
fees and income derived fram ihe operation of the protecten% areda.

The Fum% may bs auvgmnented Dy grants dG!'19'LiL‘|1“;5, eNGowWImienl Trom
various sour-:a%i ciomes-ih: ar forsign for purposes related to their functions:
Provided, Th ai h:. Fund shall be deposited as a special account in the National
Treasury Elr“‘d dmb\_.ra?menis therefrom shall be made &{J:e}*y for the protection,
maintenance, adininistration, and managesment of the sysiem, and duly approved
projects E‘I'idlﬂ‘Séd by ihe PANME In accordance with exisiing accounting and
budgeting ruies | m—d regulations: Provided, further, Thal the Fund shall not be
used io cover pe_rannal sarvices expendiiures.

The L{_?.Ué shall conlinue o Wmpose and collect @il olher fees not
enumerated hersin which ihey have fradifionally collected, such as business
permits, property (@}, and renlals of local grjvﬁ?s'rﬁ‘rmﬁt units  facilitiss.
Furthermore, local government unils may charge add-ons I{ 0 fees imposed by the
PAMB provided that such add-ons shall be determined taaaucz on the coniribution
of the loca!l government units in the maintenance and pmta iicn of the protecied
ares,

=k

Sec. 14, Utilization of Non-Renewable Resources.- Any exploration ar
utilization c:f M- eanthu resources w:thm ithe Grand Apoc Resf Natural Park
and its buffer zong shail not be ailowed. Energy projecits, whethar renewsable or
otherwise, shall be permitted only through an Act of Congress: Providsd, That the
exploilation of |'f,=,i:';ewabla snergy up to three megawalis capacity shall be sxempt
frem such rec;uirriazjnaﬁt_

SEc. 15, Eﬁ_ﬂﬁfﬂ;}ﬁ&ﬁﬂﬂé‘-,' The Secretary shall immediaiely include in the
Departmant’s prt‘i}gram the implementation of this Act, the funding of which shaill
be included in the annual General Appropriations Act

Sec. 16, Repealing Clause~ All laws, rules and regulations inconsistent

with this Act are nereby repealed or modified accordingiy.



(58]

(4]

I

SEC. 17. I Separability Clause.- If any part or 'section of this Act is
declared by fhe r!:r_‘surts as unconstitutional, such r_1eclaréti::m shall not affect the
other parts or ser:!.tiu::-.'“.s.

SEC. 8. i}:‘f:-"ecfﬁufry Clause.- This Acl shall take effect fifteen days after
its publication in the Official Gazette or in a national newspaper of gensral
circulation r-:—,'-_adily} available in the area. [t shall be translated in Engiish and
Filipine and shall|likewise be posted for three weeks in the appropriate languages
In & conspicuous place in the provincial, municipal and barangay halls within the
zrea as well as in E'ih:'ee othar places frequented by the public.

Approved, |

M DeI2008

L



HON. JOSEPH EMILIO A. ABAYA
Congressmar, [t Disteict, Cavite
Chairman, Committes on Appropriations

May 16, 2011

Republic of the Hhilippines
=1 v : -
House of Representatives
®uezan Uity, Mretro filunila

HON. FRANCISCO T. MATUGAS

Chairmar
Committee on Natural Resources
House of Representatives

Dear Chairman Matugas:

Please be informed that the Committee on Appropriations recommends the
approval of the following measures:

1

[E]

House Bill No. 3294, titled “AN ACT DECLARING THE GRAND APO
REEF. LOCATED IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF SABLAYAN, PROVINCE
OF OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, AS A PROTECTED AREA UNDER THE
CLASSIFICATION OF NATURAL PARK AND ITS PERIPHERAL
WATERS AS BUFFER ZONE, PROVIDING FOR ITS MANAGEMENT
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES", without amendmient, and

Substitute Bill to House Bill No. 3087, titled “AN ACT ESTABLISHING
THE AREA COVERED BY THE NORTHERN NEGROS FOREST
RESERVE SITUATED IN THE CITIES OF TALISAY, SILAY,
VICTORIAS, CADIZ, SAGAY AND SAN CARLOS AND THE
MUNICIPALITIES ©OF EBR MAGALONA MURCIA TOBOSO,
CALATRAVA AND DON SALVADOR BENEDICTO, ALL IN THE
PROVINCE OF NEGROS OCCIDENTAL, AS A PROTECTED AREA, TO
BE KNOWN AS THE HNORTHERN NEGROS NATURAL PARK,
PROVIDING FOR ITS MANAGEMENT AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES”,

with amendment as follows:



1. On Section 20, page 43, lines 36 to 42, delete the entire
paragraph and in lieu thereof substitute the following:

THE PAMB SHALL HAVE THE POWER TO DISBURSE THE
IPAF. TWENTY-FIVE PER CENT (25%) OF THE IPAF SHALL
BE REMITTED TO THE CENTRAL IPAF FUND IN SUPPORT
OF THE NIPAS: PROVIDED, THAT AT LEAST SEVENTY-
FIVE PER CENT (75%) THEREOF SHALL BE ALLOCATED
TO THE NNNP FUND: PROVIDED FURTHER, THAT ALL
DONATIONS, GRANTS, CONTRIBUTIONS FROWM LOCAL
AND FOREIGN SOURCES SHALL ACCRUE TO THE NNNP
FUND.

Thank you and warmest regards.

Very truly yours,

b 1 -
JOSEP iILIO AGUIKAY DO ABAYA

Hog Amelita A Calimbas-Villarosa
an. Alfredo D, Maranon
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Committee on Ways and Means "«t-"*}':ﬁ\.}.’f'n.'i".""- -
B BE St e L

Quezon City, Metro Manila

March 13, 20112

HON. FRANCISCO T. MATUGAS
Chairmarn
Committee on Natural Resources

Dear Chairman Matugas:

The Committee on Ways and Means, in its meeting today, has approved the tax
provisions on the following Unnumbered Substitute Bills, subject to the following

amendmeanis:

1. Unnumbered Substitute Bill entitied “ACT ESTABLISHING THE APO
REEF LOCATED IN SABLAYAN, OCCIDENTAL MINDORO AS PROTECTED
AREA UNDER THE CATEGORY OF NATURAL PARK AND ITS PERIPHERAL
WATERS AS BUFFER ZONE, PROVIDING FOR ITS MANAGEMENT AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES” and “AN ACT DECLARING THE AGUSAN MARSH
WILDLIFE SANTUARY AS A PROTECTED AREA AND AS A SPECIAL
ECOLOGICAL TOURISM ZONE, PROVIDING FOR ITS MANAGEMENT, AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.” (tax provision be specified in a separate seclion, to
be read as follows:)

“SEC. 29-4. TAX EXEMPTION. - ANY DONATION OR
BEQUEST MADE TO THE ARNP SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM
DONOR'S TAX AND THE SAME SHALL BE CONSIDERE
AS ALLOWABLE DEDUCTION FROM THE GROSS INCOME
OF THE DONOR, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
PROVISIONS OF THE NATIONAL INTERNAL REVENUE
CODE OF 1997, AS AMENDED. "

2 Unnumbered Substitute Bill entitled “AN ACT DECLARING THE
AGUSAN MARSH WILDLIFE SANTUARY AS A PROTECTED AREA AND AS
A SPECIAL ECOLOGICAL TOURISM ZONE, PROVIDING FOR ITS
MANAGEMENT, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.” (tax provision be specified in
a separate section, to be read as follows:)

Tel.: +632 Y31-4955 « +632 385-0825 / Trunkline: 931-500] loc 7643/ Todd



SEIE(E ) TAX EXEMETION ON DONATION - ANY
DONATION OR BEQUEST MADE TO THE AMWS FUND
SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM DONCR'S TAX AND THE SAME
SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS ALLOWABLE DEDUCTION
FROM THE GROSS INCOME OF THE DONGCR, (N
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE
NATIONAL INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1997 AS

AMENDED *

Thank you very much.

Wely truly yours,

e

- o)
b3 e

—

ISIDRO T. UNGAR

Chairman



Eepublic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
First Regular Session

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES

MINUTES OF THE 3rd REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMITIEE ON NATURAL
RESOURCES HELD ON THE 268™ OF JANIJARY 2011 (WEDNESDAY), 1:30 PM,
CONFERENCE ROOM NOS. 3 AND 4, SPEAKER RAMON V. MITRA. TR BUILDING,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, QUEZON CITY

MEMBERS PRESENT

Hon Francizco T. Matugas - Chatrman / Presiding Officer
Hon Brico Basilio A Fabian = Member
Hon. Alfredo D Marafion TIT 5 Member
Hoen. Philip A. Pichay - MMember
Hon, Peter b Unabia = Mearmbear
Hon. Auwrora Enerio-Cerilles - hember
Hon. Sharon 8 Garin - blember
Hon Herminia B. Roman < bdambear
Hon. Loreto Leo 3. Ocampos - hMember
Hon. Raymond Democrito C. Mendoza - MNMember
Hon Rufus B Rodriguer, - Member
Hon. Roger G. Mercado - Member
Hon, Jesus M. Sacdalan 5 Member
Hon Jose 5. Aguine 1l = Iember

I CALL TO ORDFR/ROLL CALL

The meeling was called to order at 1:30 pam., with the Honorable Francisco T, Mdatugas,
Chairman of the Commiittee, presiding. Thereafter. on g mation made and duly seconded.
the calling of the roll was dispensed with,

1. READING/APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed with and the same was
approved,

ML ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF GUESTS/RESOURCE PERSONS

Upon mstruction of the Chaimman, the Committee Secretary acknowledged the puests and
TeS0UCE PErsons.



IV, OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIR

Hon Francisco T. Watugas acknowledged the MMembers of the commitiee who were
f= =)

present. He exhorted everybody present to participate earnestly so that the output of the

deliberation’s in Congress will reflect the true will of the peaple.

V. DELIBERATION OF THE FOLLOWING MEASURES:

A Hovse Bill MNeo. 3087, entitled: AN ACT DECLARING THE NORTHERN

T NEGROS NATURAL PARK LOCATED IN THE FPROVINCE OF NEGROS
OCCTDENTAL, A8 PROTECTED  AREA PROVIDING FOR O ITS
MANAGEMENT AND FOR OFHEHR PURPOSES " imtroduced b_}f Hon. Alfredo T3
hfarafion

B Heuse Bill No. 3294, entitled. “4AN ACT DECLARING THE GRAND AFO REEF,
LOCATED IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF SABLAYAN, PROVINCE OF
(HCIDENTAL  MINDORO, 45 A PROTECTED ARE4 UNDER  TIE
CIASSIFICATION OF NATURAL PARK AND ITS PERIFHERAL WATERS A5
BUFFER ZONE PROVIDING FOR ITS MANAGEMENT AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES " introduced by Hone Ma. Amelita A Calimbas-Villarosa

C. House Bill No, 3623, entitled: "AN ACT DECLARING CERTAIN PORTIONS OF
LAND IN BARANGAY COMBADO, MAASIN CITY, SOUTHERN LEYTE, AS
ALIENABLE AND DISPOSABLE LANDS, mtroduced by Hon, Roger G. Mercado

e House Bill No. 851, entitled: “AN ACT RBECLASSIFVING PORTION OF
KOOSEVELT FROTECTED LANDSCAPE LOCATED N THE
MUNICIPALITIES OF DINALIPIHAN AND HERMOSY, PROVINCE OF
BATHAN A8 ALIENABLE AND DISPOSABLE LAND," introduced by Hon
Herminia B, Eoman

Honerable Philip A Pichay moved for the ommibus approval of Howse Bill Nes, 087,
3294, and 3623, noting that said measures were already approved on 3™ reading the
previous congress. With the motion being duly seconded, the measures were
approved.

House Bill No. 851 was appraved subject to submission of verification study by
Frotected Area and Wildlife Bureau (PAWE) and National Mapping and Kesources
Information Authority (WAMRIA)Y on the astual coverage of the proposal, in
accordance with present land classification standards.

E.  Tlouse Bill No. 423, entitled: “AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE GREAT AND
LITTLE STA, CRUZ [SLANDS IN ZAMBOANGA CITV A8 A PROTECTED
AREd UNDER THE CATEGORY OF FPROTECTED LANDSCAFE AND
SEASCAPE AND THE PERIPHERAIL AREAS A4S RBUFFER ZONES,
FPROVIDING FOR THE MANAGEMENT THEREQF, AND FOR OTHER
PURFPOSES,” introduced by Hon. Erico Basillio A, Fabian



F. House Bill No. 560, entitled: “"AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE AURCRA
INTEGRATED  PROTECTED  LANDSCAPE, PROVIDING FOR - TTS
MANAGEMENT AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES" introduced by Hono Juan
Fdgardo “Sommy™ M. Angara

0 House Bili No, #5250, entitled: “AN AT ESTABLISHING THE BATAAN
NATURAL PARK, SUBIC WATERSHED FOREST RESERVE AND
REWSEVICE T PROTECTED FLANDSCAPE NMTHATED IN THI
MUNICIPAFITIES  OF  DINALUP{HAN, HERMOSA, ORANT, SAMAL,
ABUCAY, BAGAC AND MORONG IN THE PROVINCE OF BATAAN AND IN
THE MIUNICIEALITY OF SURIC, PROVINCE OF ZAMBALES AND THE CITY
OF GLONGAPO, A5 ONE PROTECTED AREA UNDER THE NATIONAL
INTEGRATED PROTECTED AREAS SYSTEM, PROVIDING FOR ITS
MANAGEMENT AND FOR QTHER PURPOSES" miroduced by Hono Hermina
B Roman

L House Bill No. 852, entitled: "AN ACT DECLARING BUUG NATIONAL BIOTIC
AREA LOCATED IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF BUUG, PROVINCE OF
ZAMBOANGA SIBUGAY AS A PROTECTED AREA UNDER THE CATEGORY
OF NATURAL BIOTIC AREA AND ITE PERIPHERAL AREAS AL RUFFER
ZONES PROVIIING FOR TS MANAGEMENT AND OQTHER PURPOSES”
introduced by Hor, Jonathan Cabilao Yambao

I House Bill No. 3219, entitled: “AN ACT ESTABLISHING THIC SAMAR ISLAND
MNATURAL PARE (SINP), SITUATED IN THE FPROVINCES OF S4MAR,
NORTHERN SAMAR AND EASTERN SAMAR, A5 A PROTECTED AREA AND
1y PERIPHERAI ARFAS AS BUFFER ZONE, PROVIDING FOR ITS
MANAGEMENT PURSUANT TO REPUBLIC ACT 758 (NIPAS ACT OF 1992)
AND FoR OTHER PURPOSES, " introduced by Hon, Ben P Evardone

1. House Biil No. 3437 entitled: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE SAMAR ISLAND
NATURAL PARK (SINF), SITUATED IN THE FROVINCES OF SAMAR,
NORTHERN SAMAR AND FASTERN SAMAR, AS A PROTECTED AREA AND
ITS PERIFHERAL AREAS A8 BUFFER ZONE, PROVIDING FOR ITS
MANAGEMENT PURSUANT TO REPUBLIC ACT 738 (NIPAS ACT OF 1992)
ANTD FOR OTHER PURPOSES,” introduced by Hon, Emil [} Cng

K House Bill No. 174, entitled. “AN ACT BANNING THE CATCHING, SALE,
PURCHASE, POSSESSION, TRANSPORTATION AND EXPORTATION OF
ALL SHARKS AND RAYS IN THE COUNTRY AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ™
intraduced by Hon, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

L. House Bill No. 3521, entitled: 94N ACT DECLARING SEPTEMBER 26 OF
VERY TEAR AS “SAVE SIERRA MADRE DAYY AND FOR (OTHER
PURPOSES,” introduced by Hon Ma. Theresa B, Bonoan-David

Honorable Erico Basilio Fablan moved [or the deferment of Houwse Bill No. 423,
currently heing negatiated through a proposed Memorandum of Agreement (MOA]
between the Department of Environment and Matural Resources, Department of
Tourtsm (DOT) and the City of Zamboanga The Clity Government of Zamboanga is
proposing to take over the administration of the Great and Little Sta, Craz Izlands.



House Bill No. 830 was also deferred because the Subic-Base Metropolitan Authority
(GBMA), one of the foremost stakeholders affected by [the measure, was not
represented

House Bill Nos. 560, 852, 3219 3437, 174, 3521 were also deferred hecause the
authors were not present.

VI OTHER MATTER

Letter of TTon, Jesus I, Celeste for an ocular inspection prior to the conduct of an in-
house public hearing on House Resolution 715, entitled: “INQUIRY RE: [LLEGAL
CONTRUCTION OF DIRES AN OTHER FISH FPRODUCTION
INFRASTRUCTURES ON THE HUNDRED [SLANDS NATIONAL FPARK IN
ALAMINGS, PANGASINANY, introduced by Honorable Jesus I Celeste

The members present agreed to direct the povernment agencies concerned Lo conduct
appropriate wwestlgation and submmt their findings to the commutles, belore mutiating its

own investigation pursuant to HR 715.

VIL. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 02:30 p.m

THEREBY CERTIFY TO THE CORRECTNESS OF THE FOREGOING.

Prepared by:

./'_,/J
Lt
e

DECE ER]:‘,IE_I_F:‘;‘HH‘N B MADAMBA
Legislative Btall Officer IV

Moted by:

g - T
BAILR. . TERS

Committee Secrctary

Approved by:

HON. FRANCISCO T. MATUGAS

Chatrman





