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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES R “‘ﬁf\
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES o ¥,
£ 3

Quezon City, Metro Manifa

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
Third Regular Session

COMMITTEE REPORT NO. 2385

Submitied by the Committee on Suffrage and Electoral Reforms on

—86-56P-2012

Re . house Bill No. __ B942

Recommending 1ts Approval In Substitution Of HB Nos. 3001, 3023, 32{1 and
3996

Sponsors : The Honorable Representatives Elpidio F. Barzaga, Jr.,
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, Salvador H. Escuderc 1, Walden F. Bello, Al
Francis DC. Blchara, Maria Isabelle G. Climaco, Rufus B. Rodriguez, Edcel C.
Lagman, Rexlon T. Gatchalian, Neptali M. Gonzales I, Arene J. Eag-ao,
Rodel M. Batocabe and Erico B. Aumentado

Mr. Speaker:
The Committee on Suffrage and Eleciorat Reforms, to which were referred:

House Bill No. 3001 intreduced by the Honorable Representative Gloria Macapagal-Amroyo.
entitled:

AN ACT
TO AMEND REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9189 OTHERWISE KNOWN £5 THE CVERSEF 3
ABSENTEE VOTING ACT OF 2003

House Bill No. 3023 introduced by the Honorable Representative Salvador H. Escudero il

enttled:

AN ACT
AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9189 OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE OVERSEF S
ABSENTEE VOTING ACT OF 20037



House Bill No. 3201 introguced by the Honecrable Representatives Walden F. Bello, Al
Francis DC. Bichara, Maria Isabelle G. Climaco, Rufus B. Rodriguez, Fdcel . Lagman,
Rexlon T. Gatchalian, Neptafi M. Gonzales |l, Arlene J. Bag-ao and Rode! M. Batocabe

gntitled:

“AN ACT
AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 2188 OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE OVERSEAS
ABSENTEE VOTING ACT OF 2003

and HB 3966 introduced by the Honorable Representative Erico B. Aumentado entitied:

"AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION OF VOTING BY MAIL AS AN CPTION TO PERSONAL
VOTING [N ALL COUNTRIES WITH OVERSEAS FILIPING WORKERS AMENDING FOR THE
pRPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9189, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “THE QVERSEAS
ABSENTEE VOTING ACT OF 20037
| 5042
has consicered the same and recommends that the attached House Bill No. _ entitled:

AN ACT
AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 91885, ENTITLED “AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A
SVYSTEM OF OVERSEAS ABSENTEE VOTING BY QUALIFIED CITIZENS OF
THE PHILIFPINES ABROAD, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES®

be approved in substitution of House aill Nos. 3001, 3023, 3201 and 3996 with the Honerable
Representatives Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, Salvador H. Escudero 1ll, Walden F. Beilo, Al
Francis [C. Bichara, Maria Isabelle G. Climaco, Rufus B. Rodriguez, Edcel C. Lagman,
Rexlon T. Gatchalian, Neptali M. Gonzales |, Arlene J. Bag-ao, Rodel M. Batocabe and

Erico B. Aumentado as authors theraof.

Respecﬁdiy/i mittth: |
. A x

Chairman
Committeé on Jufirage and Electoral Reforms

/o
HON. AL F S C. BICHARA

Chairman
Commitiegjon Foreign Affairs
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
15tF Congress
Third Regular Session
L A)
H.BE. Nu.__Ub 4=
{In substitution to H.B. Nos. 3001, 3023, 3201 and 3966)

INTRODUCED By Reprzsesrats o Mazapagal-Amrove. Escudero, Bello. Bichr-a. Chimac.

Rodriguez (R}, Lagman. Gaichatian. Gonzales €)1 Bag-ao . Batocabe aud Aumena.c

AN ACT
AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO, 9189, ENTITLED “AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR A SYSTEM OF OVERSEAS ABSENTEE VOTING
BY QUALIFIED CITIZENS OF THE PHILIPPINES ABROAD.
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER
PLRPOSES™

B it enociod by the Sencte and Howse of Bepreseniatives of the Plalipgines (o Cong 252

assemblea:

Section 1. Section ! of Republic Act No. 9189, otherwise known us “The
{Overseas Absentee Voting Act of 20037 i< hereby amended to read as {ullows:

“Spe, 1. Short Title. — Thiz Aet zha:l bs known as “The Overscas
[Abzentee] Voting Act of 12005] 20127

Section?. Section 3 of Republic Act No. 9182 is hereby umended to read

as fullows:

“Sec. 2. Definition of Terms. - For purpeses of ths Act:

[¢] A [“ICertified fist of Oierseas [Absentee] Voters[] (CLOY) refer|s]
e the Hst of registered overseas [ahsentee] wulers whise
applications to vote [in absentia] OVERSEAS have hoen
approved by the Commizzion. said Hst ro be prepured by the
[Committee] OFFICE [on] FOR OVERSEAS [Absentes] Voung

of the Commission, on 4 country-hv-eeuntry A ND POST BY
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1 POST baais. The l:at shall be approved by the Commission 16 arn

I3

ert bone resolutio

b. [¥] Commission["] refers o the Commission on Blections:

I,JJ

4 [d]C. “1Day of Eleciion[7 refors to the seiual date of elections in the
5 Philippines:
& D. DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OVERSEAS

VOTING SECRETARIAT (DFA-OVS) REFERS TO THE

8 SECRETARIAT BASED AT THE DEPARTSENT OF
9 FOREIGN AFFAIRS (DFA) HOME OFFICE TASKED TO
10 ASSIST THE OFFICE FOR OVERSEAS VOTING {OFOV)
11 UNDER THE COMMISSION, AND TO DIRECT,
12 COORDINATE AND OVERSEE THE PARTLJTPATION OF
13 THE DFA IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
14 OVERSEAS VOTING LAW (OVL):

15 £ FIELD REGISTRATION REFERS TO THE CONDUCT OF
16 REGISTRATION OF OVERSEAS VOTERS AT PRE-
17 DETERMINED LOCATIONS, EITHER IN  THE
18 SHILIPPINES, 48 MAY BE DETERMINED BY THE
19 COMMISSION, OR OUTSIDE THE POSTS, UPON THE
29 FAVORABLE RECOMMENDATION OF THE DFA-OVS.
21 ROTH BEING OF LIMITED DURSTION AND BASED ON
7 HE GUIDELINES PRESCRIBED BY THE COMMISSION
7 COR THAT EXCLUSIVE PURPOSE: THE GOVERNMENT

SHALL NOT COLLECT FEES FOR THE SAME.
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F. MOBILE REGISTRATION REFERS TO THFE CONDUCT
OF REGISTRATION OF OVERSEAS VOTFRS AT
VARIOUS LOCATIONS OCTSIDE THI POSTS, OTHER
THAN AT FIELD REGISTRATIONS, UNDERTAREXN AS
PART OF THE POSTS MOBILE CONSULAR AN
OUTREACH ACTIVITIES TO FILIPINOS WITHIN THEIR
JURISDICTIONS;

6. MUNICIPAL/CITY/DISTRICT REGISTRY OF OVERSEAS
VOTERS (ROYV) REFER TO THE CONSOLIDATED LIST
PREPARED, APPROVED AND MAINTAINED BY TH=
COMMISSION FOR EVERY
MUNICIPALITY/CITY/DISTRICT. OF UVERSEAS
VOTERS WHOSE APPLICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION
AS SUCH, INCLUDING THOSE REGISTBHEt} VOTEERS
UNDER REPUBLIC ACT XNO. 5188, “VOTER 'S
REGISTRATION ACT OF 1996, WHO APPLIED FOR
CERTIFICATION AS OVERSEAS VOT tRS, H'VE BEEN
APPROVED BY THE ELECTION REGISTRATION BOARD
ANIDHOR  RESIDENT ELECTION REGISTRATION
BOARI)

[elIl [F1National Registry of Overseas Absentesl Tnters (NROV)[]
vofors  to the comsolidated list  prepard. cpproved  and
wmaintained by the Commission. af overses Jabsentes] vaizrs
whose appiications for re;isiration as OVERSLEAS [ahaent -]

vorers, including those registercd voters UNDER REPLUBLIC
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ACT NO. 5789 who have apphed be e ied as fabseniac]
OVERSEAS voters have been approved by the RESIDENT
Elertion Registration Board, INDICATING THE POST

WHERE THE OVERSEAS VOTER I5 REGISTE . ED:

7. OFFICE FOR OVERSEAS VOTING (QFOV) REFERS TO THE

1.

falk.

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSION TASKFD TO OVERSEE
AND SUPERVISE THE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE OVERSEAS VOTING ACT:

[“1(hersaas [Ahsentee] Voterl'] rofers to oo citizen ol the
Phubippines who 1s qualified to register and »ote undezr this At
not otherwize disgualified oy law, who iz abroad on the day of
eloctions;

[“]OVERSEAS [Absentee] Voring('] refers o the peoces: by
which gualified ciuizens of tke Philippires abroad exercise
their right ta VOTC:

POSTS REFER TO THE PHILIPPINE EMBASSIES.
CONSULATES, FOREIGN SERVICE ESTABLISHMEXNTS
AND OTHER PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
MAINTAINING  OFFICES ABROAD AN HAVING

JURISDICTION OVER THE PLACES WHERE THE

OVERSEAS VOTERS RESIDE:

_RESIDENT ELECTION REGISTRATION BOARD (RERB)

REFERS TO THE IN-HOUSE ELECTION ROGISTRATION
BOARD IN EVERY POST ANRD IN THE OFOV. WHO

PROCESS, APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE ALL
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APPLICATIONS FOR REGISTEATTION AND/OR

CERTIFICATION AS OVERSEAS VOTERS, INCLUDING
DEACTIVATION. REACTIVATION AND CANCELIATION

OF REGISTRATION RECORDS:

. SEAFARERS REFER TO SHIP OFFICERS AND RATINGS

MANNING SHIPS, INCLUDING OFFSHORE WORKERS.
SERVICE PROVIDERS AND FISHERMEN, AS DEFINED
IN THE REVISED RULES ON THE ISSUANCE OF
QEAFARER’S IDENTIFICATION AND RECORD BOOK OF

THE MARITIME INDUESTRY AUTHORITY;

0. SPECIAL BALLOT RECEPTION AND CUSTODY GROUP

(SBRCG) REFERS TO THE GROUP CONSTITUTED BY
THE COMMISSION TO RECEIVE A.ND TAKE CUSTODY
OF ALL ACCOUNTABLE AND OTHER ELE CTION
FORMS, SUPPLIES AND PARAPHERNALIA FROM THE
OFOV FOR TRANSMITTAL TO THE SPECIAL BOARDS
OF ELECTION INSPECTORS AND SPECIAL BOARDS
OF CANVASSERS;

SpPECIAL, BOARD OF CANVASSERS (SBOC) REFERS TO
THE BODY DEPUTIZED BY THE COMMISSION T
CANVASS THE OVERSEAS VOTING ELECTIOXN
RETURNS SUBMITTED TO IT BY THE SPECIAL BOARD
OF ELECTION INSPECTORS:

SPECIAL BOARD OF ELECTION [ NSPE CTQRS (SBE/)

REFERS TO THE BODY DEPUTIZED BY THE
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Sec. 4. Sectien of the same
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COMMISSION  TO CONDUCT THE VOTING AND
COUNTING OF VOTES:

R. SYSTEM OF CONTINUING REGISTRATION REFERS TO
THE ACT OF ACCOMPLISHING AND FILING OF A
SWORN APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION AND/OR
CERTIFICATION BY A QUALIFIED OVERSEAS VOTER
BEFORE THE PERSONNEL DEPUTIZED BY THE
COMMISSION WITHIN SIX (6) MONTHS BEFORE THE
START OF THE OVERSEAS VOTING PERICL AND OF
INCLUDING THE SAME IN THE NROV UPON

APPROVAL BY THE REREB; AND

S. VOTING PERIOD REFERS TO A CONTINUQUS THIRTY-

DAY (30) PERIOD. THE LAST DAY OF WHICH I5 THE
DAY OF ELECTION. INCLUSIVE QF ESTABLISHED
HOLIDAYS IN THE PHILIPPINES AND JF SUCH

OTHER HOLIDAYS IN THE. HOST COUNTRIES.”

See. 3. Section 4 of the same Act iz hereby amerded as follows-

“Gae. 4. Coverage. - All oirizens of the Philippues abkroad.
who are mot otherwise dizquzlified by law, at fce: 1 eiphteen (18)
vears of age on rhe dav of cleciions. may voie for Plp]resident.
Viv]ice-Plplresident. senalors and party-list rOpresEntativas, AS
WELL AS IN ALL XNATIONAL REFERENDA AND
PLERBISCITES.”

Apt 35 heroby smended a3 follows:
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“Gue. 5. Disqualifications. - The followme shzll

dizsgualificd from REGISTERING AND voung under i o= A

i

b

t)

Those who have lost their Filipino citizensalp in aceordance
with Phatippine Jaws:

Those who have expressly renounced therr Philirpine
citizenship and who have pledeed allegiaioe o ou Fovesor
country, EXCEPT THOSE WHO HAVE REACQUIRED
OR RETAINED THEIR PHILIPPINE CITIZENSHIP
UNDER REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9225, OTHERWISE
ENOWN AS THE “CITIZENSHIP RETENTION AND
REACQUISITION ACT OF 2003™,

Those whn have cemmitted and are convicted m oa fina
judgment by a PHILIPPINE court or iribunal of un otferse
punishable by inprizonment e not less ooan one 1l vear
[including these who have commirted ans been Iound gwry
of Dislovalty as defined under Article 1.0 of the Rovized
Prnal Code] such dizabil:ity not having liees removed DY
plenary pardon or amnesty: Provided, Lowever, That oy
person  disgualified to vote under thiz subscetien &b 2l
cutomarically acquire the right fe vote upon THE expirator
of five (31 vears after service of sentence. SoWNDy [Procined

further, That the Commission may rake oomizance of foe

1

—_

judgments issued by forelgn courts or mrilhenal- caly on The

o 1he forpeinies gac

=1

hasis of rsciprocity and subiect
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prosease - praseribed Dy “he Rodee o Cneoti LToscRDTT
Tudzmeni-]

[-d? An immigrant ov & prrmaneil resitien who i raconmed
45 such in the host country, uniess helziv: auecures, wpoll
regisiration. an aifidavit prepazed for his purprse by The
Commission  declaring thas feiche sholi resarac acoual
phaveical permanent re<idence in the Phiiippines not fater
than three i3 vears Iom apprival of b aer W rLRELALION
sader 1hiz Acr. Such affidavn shall also z.1e thae hesshe b
ol applied fur ciitzenzhip in another ooanrry. Failar- tu
return =hall be the cause for ihe removil of the rwane of the
immigrant of permanent rezident from 1he watione! Regismn
of Absentes Voters ans Bis'her peroianenl Alsgualficarwn toe
vate 11 ubseniicl.

[e] D. Any eaizzen of the Philippines broad previculy
dovlared insane or IGCOMDEIEDT by comipelens aathority bR T
Philippines  or abroad. as wvenfied T the Phibpoine
orpbassios. consmiartes or  forvelgn zervle westablizhmenss
coneerned, unless uch compeienl auihi nity ~uhseguenily

somifice  that such  person 18 DN Sarger o nEans 0T

inesmpetont.”

Sec.d. Seetion 6oof the same Acr iz hereby arended T reni #s Toirew s

“Gee, K. Personal Querseas [Ahseniee] Registration

ANTD/OR  CFRITICATION. - Remat shlon ANDIOR

CERTIFICATION as an overseas [apsentoe] vou s Wl R Gnne i
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person AT ANY POST ABROAD OR AT DESIGNATE[-]
REGISTRATION CEXNTERS OUTSIDE THE POST OR 1IN
THE PHILIPPINES APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION,
[Qualified citizens of the Philippines abroad who failed o
register under Repubhic Act No. 5184, atherwise known as the "The
Voters Repistration Act of 199687 may personally  apply  for
registration with the Eiectuion Registration Board of ihe =gy or
munizipality where they werz2 domiciled immediately prior to their
departure from the Philippines. or with the representative of the
Commissior. at the Philippine embasses, econsulates and other
forcign serviec estahlishments that have jumsdiction over the
Incality where they remporarily reside. Sub.ject to the specifis
guidelines horein provided. the Commission is hereby wuthorized ©2
prescribe additional procedures 10r Overseas absrntee reglstralion
pursaant to the provisions of Repubkic Act No. 8185, whenever
applicable. taking mto striet considaration the Lime Zones and ths
various perivds and processes herein provided for ‘the proper
implementatior. of this Azt The embassies. consulates and other
foreign service establishmerts chall transmit within (3} davs from
receipt the acromplished rzpistration forms to the Commiasion.
after which the Commission shall coordinate with the Electzon
Officer of the city or muzicipaliny of the applicant's stated residence
for verification. hearipg and annotatien in the permancnt list ot

vOTETE.

All applicaiions for the Mayv. 2004 elections zhnall be filed
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wich the Commissior nof lster ‘han two hundred eishry {250k
niepdar davs hefore the day of elections, For succecdiry clactions.
the Commizsion  shall provide  for the perind  within which
applications T TOEISIET st he filed.
ln the ease of seafarers. the Commission shall provide 2 aprmal
mechanism for the time and Manner of peraonal registration taking
into consideration the nature of their work.

6.1. Upon receipt of the application {or registration. the
Election Officer shali immediately s¢1 the application for hearing.
the notice of which shall be posted In A CONSPICUDUS place n the
remises of the olev or muricipal building of the appligant's arated
residence for at least one (1 week before the date of ihe hearing.
The Election Officor shall immediztely furnish a copy of the
application to 1he design 4rod representatives of pulivical parties ard
other accredited groups.

69 1If po vertfied objection 10 the applicetion is filed. the
Fiecrion Officer shall jmmedaiely forward the applicution to the
Election Regisiration Board. whick shell decide on the application
within one (1) week from Lhe date of hearing withou weﬁtiug for the
quarterly meeting of the Board. The applicant shall be roiified orf
the approval or disapproval of bis her application by regisiered
mail. |

&3 1o the event that 4B ohjection to the applicatlon 1% flad
pricr 16 or on the date of hearing. 1he Flaction Officer shall netifv

the appiicant of siid chieesion by remisterod mail. enclosing theroin
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copnes of atfidavita oy dooumens submirted cr Ruppert oD oo
shaeetion [iled with i said Electien Officer. 1 suv . Tor spplicant
chall have the righs to file ki seamier-affidavit v vegisrered meth
cicarly arating therein facis and defenses sworn bofors oo oo
the host countey authorizee to adminsster eaths.

f.4. The applicatinn shall be approved or oL ;1ppfr.-n-:1 baz-d
cn the merits of the ohjection. counter-affidas and doeurner =
<ubmitted by the parey objecting and those ol the Appilcant.

g5 A Certificate of Registrarion as an sverseas absentee
voler shall be issued by the Commission 1o all applicaniz whe-e
applications have besn approved including chose cortitied e
regisiered voters. The Commigsion shall inefade che approvic
apwlications in the Natlonal Reqstry ol Absentes Y oters.

6.6 1f the application has been approvad. any JntereEt i
party may file a petition for exclusion not later than two hundy d
ton 12107 dave before the day of elections with the proper TIUnIoiy 4
ar metropolian trial ccurc The pentieo shail he duclied within
ffteen 1157 davs alter irs Bhng on the basi= of The Jocumean-=
ubmitied ju ronneetion :herewith, Should the cour [al o rendet &
Aveision within the preseribed perind. the mihng cf e Bieemion
Hegistraiion Board shall he crnasilaeed afiirm: i

67 17 the apphication has becn disapproyd, Lhe apphzant v
hiz aurthorized representanve shall within o pociod nl e o3
from rveccipt of tae nonee of Aigpporoval have the it v il

petation for inclusion with the proper municiy ) or
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trial eourt. The pelition shall be decidid within fve (3 davs aier
itz filmg on the basls of ducuments submiil=d 11 connecticn
therewith

(ualified eittzens of the Philippines  hroad. whe bave
previously registered as voters pursuant tu Eepuhblic Art Noo §189
chall applv for certification as abzeniee voters and for mnelusion 1n
the National Registry of Overseas Absentee Voters, with 4
corresponding annotation 10 the Certified Voters' List ] |

FIELD AND MOBILE REGISTRATION {CENTERS
SHALL BE SET UP BY THE POSTS CONCERNED TO
ENSURE ACCESSIBILITY BY THE DTERSIE_-’&E-; VOTEERS.

ALL APPLICANTS SHALL SUBMIT THEMSELVES
FOR LIVE CAPTURE OF THEIR BIOMETRICS.

REMOTE REGISTRATION MAY ALSO BE ALLOWED
BASED ON GUIDELINES AXND PROCEDURES TO BE
DETERMINED BY THE COMMISS] ON: PROVIDED. THAT
THF APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY SHALL BY ADOPTED
TO ENSURE ADEQUATE SECURITY AND VOTER
AUTHENTICITY,

THE COMMISSION SHALL ISSUCE AN OVERSEAS
VOTER IDENTIFICATION CARD T THOSE WHOSE
APPLICATIONS TO VOTE HAVE BEEN APPROVIED.

A new Section T is hereby inserted o read as feilrws;
«SEC. 7. RESIDENT ELECTION REGISTRATION BOARD

(RERB); COMPQSITI ON, DISQUALIFICATI ONS  AND
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COMPENSATION. . THE RERB SHALL BE A THREE %)
MAN BOARD COMPOSED OF: A) A CAREER OFFICIAL OF
THE DFPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (DFA) AS
CHAIRPERSON: B) THE MOST SENIOR OFFICER FROM
THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT
(DOLE) OR ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY OF THE
PHILIPPINES MAINTAINING OFFICES ABROAD AS
MEMBER; AND C) A REGISTERED OVERSEAS VOTER OF
KNOWN PROBITY, AS MEMBER.

IN CASE OF DISQUALIFICATION OR NON-
AVAILABILITY OF THE MOST SENIOR OFFICER FROM
THE DOLE OR ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY OF THE
PHILIPPINES MAINTAINING OFFICES ABR™AD, THE
COMMISSION SHALL DESIGNATE A CAREER OFFICIAL
FROM THE EMBASSY OR CONSULATE CONCERNED.

THE RERB IN MANILA SHALL HOLD OFFICE IN THE
MAIN OFFICE OF THE COMMISSION IN FNTRAMUROS.
MANILA. THE RERB SHALL BE COMPOSED OF ANY
SENIOR OFFICIAL OF THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS
AS THE CHAIRPERSON AND THE TWO (2) OTHER
MEMBERS SHALL BE FROM THE DFA AND THE DOLE.
WHOSE RANK SHALL NOT BE LOWER THAN A OIVISION
CHIEF OR ITS EQUIVALENT.

7.1. DISQUALIFICATION OF MEMBERS OF THE

RERB. - NO MEMBER OF THE RERB SHALL BE RELATED
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TO EACH OTHER OR TO THE INCUMBENT PRESIDENT.

A\TCE-PRESIDENT OR SENATOR OF THE PHILIPPINES OR

ANY INCUMBENT MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF

RFPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTING THE PARTY-LIST

SYSTEM OF REPRESENTATION, WITHIN THE FOURTH

CIVIL DEGREE OF CONSANGUINITY OR AFFINITY.

74 COMPENSATION OF THE MEMBERS OF TIHE

RERE - EACH MEMBER OF THE RERB SHALL BE

ENTITLED TO AN HONORARIUM AT RATES APPROVED

BY THE DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT

(DBM).”

See. 7. A new Section 8 1s hereby inserced to read as follows:

“SEC. 8 DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE RERB. - THE
RERB SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOWING DUTIES AND
FUNCTIONS:

4 POST IN THE BULLETIN BOARDS OF THE EMBASSY
OR CONSULATES OR AT THE OFFICE OF THE OFOV, AS THE
C ASE MAY BE. AND IN THEIR RESPECTIVE WERBSITES, THE
NAVMES OF THE APPLICANTS AND THE DATES WHEN THEIR
A\PPLICATIONS SHALL BE HEARD. AS WELL A3 THE PLACE
WHERE THE RERE WILL HOLD ITS HEARING:

B. NOTIFY. THROUGH THE OFOV. "ALL POLITICAL
PARTIES AND OTHER PARTIES CONCERNED OF THE
PENDING APPLICATIONS THROUGH A WEEKLY UFPDATED

PUBLICATION IN THE WEBSITE OF THE COMMISSIOXN;



X

[T

we L

T

e’ i

1+

L

C. ACT ON ALL APPLICATIONS RECEIVED:

D. NOTiFY ALl APPLICANTS. WHOSE APFLICATIONS
HAVE BEEN DISAPPROVED. STATING THE REASONS FOR
SUCH DISAPPROVAL:

E. PREPARE A LIST OF ALL APPROVED APPLICATIONS
DURING EACH HEARING AXND POST THE SAME BULLETIN
BOARDS OF THE EMBASSY OR CONSULATES OR AT THE
OFFICE OF THE OFOV. AS THE CASE MAY BE. AND IN THE'R
RESPECTIVE WEBSITES:

F. DEACTIVATE THE REGISTRATION RECCORDS OF
OVERSEAS VOTERS; AND

G. PERFORM SUCH OTHER DUTIES AS MAY EE
CONSISTENT WITH ITS FUNCTIONS AS PROVIDED UNDER
THIS ACT.”

See, B. A new Soctiorn 915 hereby inserted to read as foilows:

“SEC. 8. PETITION FOR EXCLUSION, MOTION HOR
RECONSIDERATION, PETITION FOR INCLUSION -

4l PETITION FOR EXCLUSION. - [F THE
APPLICATION HAS BEEN APPROVED. ANY INTERESTED
PARTY MAY FILE A PETITION FOR EXCIUSION NOT
LATER THAN ONE HUXNDRED EIGHTY (150) DAYS
BEFORE THE START OF THE OVERSEAS VOTING PERICD
WITH THE PROPER MUNICIPAL / METROPOLITAN TRIAL

COURT, IN THE CITY OF MANILA O WPERE THE
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OVERSEAS VOTER RESIDES 1IN THE PIHILIPPINES. AT
THE OPTION OF THE PETITIONER,

THE PETITION SHALL BE DECIDED ON THE BASIS
OF THE DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED WITHIN FIFTEEN (13}
DAYS FROM ITS FILING., BUT NOT LATER THAN OXNE
HUNDRED TWENTY (120) DAYS BEFORE THE START OF
THE OVERSEAS VOTING PERIOD. SHOULD THE COURT
FAIL TO RENDER A DECISION WITHIN THE PRESC—RIBED
PERIOD. THE RULING OF THE RERB SHALL BE
CONSIDERED AFFIRMED.

9,2. MOTION FOR HECU;’\’SIDER.ATIU:'\". - IF THE
APPLICATION HAS  BEEN DISAPPROVED, THLE
APPLICANT OR THE AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE
QHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO FILE A MOTION FOR
RECONSIDERATION BEFORE THE RERB WITHIN A
PERIOD OF FIVE (5) DAYS FROM ERLCEIPT OF THE
NOTICE OF DISAPPROVAL. THE MOTION SHALL BE
DECIDED WITHIN FIVE {3) DAYS AFTER ITS FILING OX
THE BASIS OF DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED. THE
&ESOLUTION OF THE RERB SHALL BL IMMEDIATELY
EXECUTORY, UNLESS REVERSED OR SET ASIDL BY THEY.
COURT.

9.3, PETITION FOR INCLIUSION. - WITHIN TEN (10}
DATS FROM RECEIPT OF NOTICE DENYING THE MOTION

FOR RECONSIDERATION. THE APPLIC__—";HT MAY FILE A
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PETITION FOR INCLESION WITH THE PROP‘E-R
MUNICIPAL / METROPOLITAN TRIAL COURT. IN THE
CITY OF MANILA OR WHERE THE OVERSEAS VOTEER
RESIDES IN THE PHILIPPINES. AT THE OPTION OF THE
PETITIONER.

THE PETITION SHALL BE DECIDED N THE BASIS
OF THE DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED WITHIN FIFTEEN (15)
DAYS FROM FILING. RUT XNOT LATER THAN ONE
HUNDRED TWENTY (120) DAYS BEFORE THE START OF
THE OVERSEAS VOTING PERI1OD. SHOULD TﬁE COURT
FAIL TO RENDER A DECISION WITHIN THE PRESCRIBELD
PERIOD, TH¥ RERB RULING SHALL BE CONSIDERED
AFFIRMED. |

QUALIFIED PHILIPPINE CITIZENS ABROAD WHO
HAVE PREVIOUSLY REGISTERED AS VOTERS PURSUANT
TO REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8189, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE
“OTERS REGISTRATION ACT OF 1996” SHALL APPLY
FOR CERTIFICATION A5 OVERSEAS VOTERS AND FOR
INCLUSION I THE NROV. IN CASE OF APPROVAL, THI:
ELECTION OFFICER CONCERNED SHALL ANNOTATL
THE FACT OF REGISTRATION/CERTIFICATION AN
OVERSEAS VOTER BEFORE THE VOTER'S NAME AS
APPEARING IN THE CERTIFIED VOTERS LIST AND IN

THE VOTER'S REGISTRATION RECORDS.”
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Sec. 9. A new Section 14 i= hereby nzerted 1o read as fallows:

“SEC.I0. TRANSFER OF REGISTRATION RECORD. -
IN THE EVENT (OF CHANGE OF VOTING VENUE, AN
APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER OF REGISTRATION
RECORD MUST RBE FILED BY THE OVERSEAS VOTER
WITH THE OFOV, THROLUGH ITS CHAIRPERSON, AT
[LEAST ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY (180) DAYS PRIGR TO THE
START OF THE OVERSEAS VOTING PERIOD: PROVIDED,
THAT THOSE WHO WOULD EVENTUALLY VOTE IN THE
PHILIPPINES SHOULD REGISTER WITHIN THE TIME
FRAME PROVIDED FOR LOCAL REGISTRATIQN IN THE
MUNICIPALITY, CITY OR DISTRICT WHERE THEY
INTEND TO VOTE AND: PROVIDED: FURTHER, THAT
THOSE WHO HAVE REGISTERED IN THE MUNICIPALITY,
CITY OR DISTRICT WHERE THEY RESIDED .-RIOR TO
THEIR DEPARTURE ABROAD XNEED NOT REGISTER
ANEW, PROVIDED: FINALLY, THAT TRANSFEREES SHALL
NOTIFY THE OFOV, THROUGH ITS CHAIRPERESON, OF
THEIR TRANSFER BACK TO THE PHILIPPII'ES AT LEAST
ONE HUT‘I\'DRED EIGHTY (180} DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT
NATIONAL ELECTIONS FOR PURPOSES OF CANCELLING
THEIR NAMES FROM THE CLOV AND OF REMOVING

THEIR OVERSEAS VOTER'S REGISTRATION FROM THE

BOOK OF VOTERS".
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Cpe. 10 Section 7 oo the same el 13 hershy repumbered - =evteon D
i on amenged 1o read as feliows:
“SEC.J7fi1 - System of Continuing Registration.  no
C 15 3] tak apegre thar the benefits of ‘he -v-om
DIMITILS S0 =Ild-s cn=Qre thal e prnellls o e Lelnn

confinuing  rogislrafion are exiended to  quunohied  cverssas
labsentoe] vorers, REGISTRATION SHALL COMMENCE NOT
LATER THAN SIX (6) MONTHS AFTER THE CONDLECT OF
THE LAST NATIONAL ELECTIONS. Toward- thiz =nd. the
Commission :kuil BE AUTHORIZED TO UTILIZIL AND .« piiraze
the use of existng fasilities. parsonnel and ﬂ;i::‘::'.:—auiﬂt*-.; of the
vAPiOUS gOVernment amencies for purpeses of data cathesing AND
[data] validation. irformation discemination and t-rintanen of the
reglsrration process.

Pre-departure ORIENTATION SEMINARS [nr: zrems]
(PD0OS), services and mechanisns offered and admunsizr-o by the
Department of Forslgn Affawrs, Department o Laber  and
Empleyment, Phibtippine Overseas Employment  Culraline ration
Overseas Workers  Welfare  Administration, {ommi-=on o
Filipinos Overseas anc BY orher appropriate : fenli=- o the
soveramen: AND PRIVATE AGENCIES PROVIDING THE
SAME SERVICES SHALL INCLUDE T.E SALIENT
FEATURES OF THIS ACT AND shall be ut,iliz-:a-f foromuTos s ool
supporung  the  oversess |absemies]  registrati v CR TR S - 1ot
processes, subjsel 10 SYSTEMS Limnations f-'s.l\D THOSE mp 504

by law,
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ALL EMPLOYMENT {ONTRACTS PROCESSED AND

APPROVED BY THE PHILIPPINE OVERSEAS

EMPLOYMENT ADMINISTRATION SHALL STATE THE

RIGHT OF MIGRANT WORKERS TO EXERCI.E THEIR

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE WITHIN THE

LIMITS PROVIDED FOR BY THIS ACT.”

See. 11. Scetion R of the same Act is heredy renambered as See. 12 andd

iz amended 1o read as follows:

“See. [8] 12. Reguirements for Regisfration. - Every

Fidoins regietrant =pall be required to furnish the follow ing
4] q 2

documents:

al

b

A valid Philippine passport. In the clsenee of a vald
passport, a certification of the Department of Foreizn Affairs:
that it has reviewsd the sppropriate docurnents submritted by
the applicant and HAS found them sufficient to warrant the
issuance of a passport, or that the applicant 15 a hebler af a
valid pasaport but 15 wnable 1o produce the <ame for a valld
FEASON:

Accomplished  remstravicn  form prezeribea by the
Commission, AND: feontaming the following mandsatory

information:

i Last known residence of the applicant in the. Phibppanes

hefore leaving for abroad:
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i Addreas of applicen: crroad. or Torwarding address 1o ine

case uf seafarsrs:

il Where vorng by masl i ajlowed, the appheant’s mailiny
adcress outside the Philizpines where the ballol for absentes

vaters will be zenr in proper sases and;

iv. Name and address of applicant's aurhonzed
representative in the Philippines for purposes af Section 6.7

and Section 12 hereof.

In the case of immigrants and permanent residents nit
atherwise disgualified o vale under this Act, an affidav::
declaring the intention to resume actual physical permanen:
residence in the Philippines not later than three (3} vear:
after approval of his/her Teglstration as a0 oVerseas abseniec
voler ander Thi= Act. Such affidavit shall also state tha:

heshe has not applied for citizenship in another countrv]:

ORIGINAL OR CERTIFIED TRUE COPY OF THE
ORDER OF APPROVAL ON THEIR APPLICATION TO
RETAIN ©OR REACQUIRE THEIR FILIPING
CITIZENSHIP ISSUED BY THE POST; OR FOl
APPLICANTS WHO AVAILED THEMSELVES OF THE
CITIZENSHIP RETENTION AND REACGUISITION

ACT {BA 8213). THEIR [DENTIFICATION
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CERTIFICATE i53TED BY THE BUREAU OF

IMMIGRATION.

The Commmission mev  alsc require addittonal data o
facilitate regizrranion and reesrding. Mo omiormanon other than
thise necessary to =2stablizh tne ddeatity and gualifieation of the
applicam shail be required.

ALL APPLICATIONS FOR REGISfRA'TID‘T AND/OR
CERTIFICATION AS AN OVERSEAS VOTER SHALL BE
CONSIDERED AS APPLICATIONS TO VOTE OVERSEAS.
AN OVERSEAS VOTER IS PRESUMED TO BE ABROAD
INTIL THE OVERSEAS VOTER APPLIES FOR TRANSFER
OF ONE'S REGISTRATION RECORDS OR REQUESTS TO

BE DETL.ETED FROM THE NROV.T

See, 12 Secticn 2 of the same Aot 1: hershy renumbersd as Section 13

ard 13 erended to read as follows:

“See, f9113. National Registry of Overseas [Auseniee]
Voters (NROV). — The Commissinn shall maintain » XNanonal
Reoiztry of  Overseax [Abzerniee]  Voters DR. NREOV
CONTAINING THE NAMES OF REGISTERED OVERSEAS
VOTERS AND THE POSTS WHERE THEY ARE
REGISTERED. [Approved applicatioms of DVETHERS absenles
vegistranis shall alsu be inzluded in the permanent lis of volers
of ithe ity or municpalite where the regisirant is domlelled. with

the coreesponding annetation that such person has been
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regiatered or will be voring 4 an overseas absentee voter. Tae
reaistry shall also include those regizrered under Rep ablic Act
No. 8188 and who have heen issued certifications as overseas
absentee voters. The earries in the National Registry of Overseas
Absentze Voters and the annotations as overseas absentee voters
in the Certificd Voters' List shall be permanent, snd cannoct be
cancelled or amended except in any of the following cazes:

@.1. When the overscaz abszentee voter files a letter under oait
addressed to the Comriizsion that hefshe wishes to be removed froe
the Registry of Overseas Absentee Vaters, or that hissher name b=
transferred to the regular regisiry of vorers: or,

9.2, When an overseas absentee vorer's name was ordered
removed by the Commission from the Registry of Overseas Absentes:
Voters for histher failure 1o excrcise histher right to vote under this
Act for two (23 consecutive national elections ]

LIKEWISE. THE COMMISSION SHALIL MAINTAIN A
REGISTRY OF VOTERS (ROV) PER MUNICIPALITY, CITY
OR DISTRICT CONTAINING THE NAMES OF REGISTERED
OVERSEAS VOTERS DOMICILED THEREIN. THE
COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE EACH AND EVERY
MUNICIPALITY, CITY OR DISTRICT WITL. A COPY OF

THEIR RESPECTIVE ROVs FOR THEIR REFERENCE.”

Sec. 12 A new Secrion 14 i: hereby inzerted 1o read as follows:

“SEC. 14, DEACTIVATION OF REG.ESTRATION. - THE

RERE SHALL DEACTIVATE AND REMOVE THE
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REGISTRATION RECORDS ©OF THE FOLLOWING
PERSONS TROM THE CCORRESPONDING BOQOOK OF
VOTERS AND PLACE THE SAME. PROPERLY MARKED
AND DATED, IN THE INACTIVE FILE AFTER ENTERING
ANY OF THE FOLLOWING CAUSES OF DEACTIVATION:

A) ANY PERSON WHO HAS BEEN SENTENCED BY
FINAL JUDGMENT TO SUFFER IMPRISONMENT FOR NGOT
LESS THAN ONE (1) YEAR, SUCH DISnBILITY NOT
HAVING BEEN REMOVED BY PLENARY PARDON OR
AMNESTY: PROVIDED., HOWEVER. THAT AXY PERSON
DISQUALIFIED TO VOTE UNDER TﬂIS PARAGRAPH
SHALL AUTOMATICALLY REACQUIRE THE RIGHT TO
VOTE UPON THE EXPIRATION OF FIVE (5) YEARS AFTER
SERVICE OF SENTENCE. AS CERTIFIED BY THE CLERKS
OF COURTS OF THE MUNICIPAL / MUNICIPAL (CIRCUIT 4
METROPOLITAN / REGIONAL TRIAL COURTS AND THE
SANDIGANBAYAN;

By ANY PERSON DECLARED BY COMPETENT
AUTHORITY TO BE INSANE QR INCOMPETENT, UNLESS
SUCH DISQUALIFICATION HAS BEEN SUBSEQUENTLY
REMOVED BY A DECLARATION OF A PROPER

AUTHORITY THAT SUCH PERSON IS NO LONGER INSANE

OR INCOMPETENT;
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{) ANY PERSON WHO DID NOT VOTE IN TWO ()
CONSECUTIVE NATIONAL ELECTIONS AS SHOWN BY
VOTING RECORDS, AND
D) ANY PERSON WHOSE REGISTRATEON HAS BEEN
ORDERED EXCLUDED BY THE COURTS.
THE FACT OF DEACTIVATION SHALL BE ANNOTATED IN THE
VROV AND THE CORRESPONDING ROV.”
Sar. 14, Sectinn 10 of the zame Act 15 hereby renumbered a5 Section 13

“Gege 1[0]5. Notice of Registration and Election. TE.
Commissien shall, through the embassies. consulates »and other Torversn
copvice establishmernts, csusc the pubheation in a nowspaper of gener:!
circuiation of the place, duie and time of rhe holding of a rogular or
pecial national elecrion and the requirements for the partc ganten of
cuajified vitizens of the Phrhppines abroad, at loast =ix 6 menths hefors
+he date se1 for the filing of applcations for registraticn,

The Commission shall determine the countrics where publizaiin
:hall be made. and the freguency therent, taking into Conide TATION 15T
numbct of overseas Filipimos prezent m such countries. Ligowize, Th2
Commission and the Department of Foreign Affalrs shall poat ihe a5
i1 their respoctive wensites.”
See 13. Sections 11 and 12 of the same Act are hereby dilaved.

[Sec. 11. Procedure for Application 1o Vote in Absentia. -

11.1. Every gualificd vitzzen of the Philippines shyagd wheai

application [or remstration has hecn approved inclulmg thnss

previously regtstered under Republic Aci No. 81%b. shail 1 e
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national election, file with the officer of the emlisy consulare or
sther foreign service estabhishment avthorized b the Cimmzssn,
4 sworn written application to vere in a form areserihed By othe
Compission. The authorized officer of such embi. sy, :.:Un::u!-atf:- ar
other foreign service establishment shall jransmil Lo the
Commission the said application to-vote within five (3 Aave from
receipt thereof. The application form shall Ib{-: aecomplizshed n
wriplicate and submitted rogather with the phorocopy of his‘her
averseas absentee voter certificate of remstration,

11.2. Everv application (o vote in absentin mayv pe done
personally at, or by mal ta. the embasav, conzulate or foreigm
service pstablishment, which has jurisdiction over the country
where hefzshe has indicated hisher address for purposes of the
elections.

11.3. Conzular and diplomatle  servics randcred I
connection with the overscas absentee voting nooneswc s shall be
made available at no cost o the overaeas abscnies voter.

See. 12, Verification and Approval of Application (o
Vote. - All applicanons shal be acted upon by the (omrri=sis upon
receipt thereof, but in po case later than one hundred fifts 1ol
daye before the day of elections, Tn the event of disapproval of the
applicalion. the voter or his suthorized reprosentativ mas file a
Metion for Reconsideration with the Commission personaliv. or by
rogistered mail, within ten 100 davs from recernt of the potwe o

dizapproval, The Commission shall act within five 31 davs from
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receipt of such Motion for Reconsideration and shail :rnmp:imm'_—;-
notify the voler of :12 decizion. The decizion of the Commizsion shail
be firal and execcutory,

The Commuizzien zhail izsue an oversess absentse voter
dentification card to those whose applications Lo vote have been
approved.]

Sec. 16. A new Secrion 16 of the tame Act 12 herchy 1nserted 12 read as
foliows:

“SEC. 16, REACTIVATION OF REGISTRAT. ON. - ANY
OVERSEAS VOTER WHOSE REGISTRATION HAS BEEXN
DEACTIVATED PURSUANT TO THE PRECEDING SECTION
MAY FILE WITH THE RERB AT ANY TIME. BUT NOT
LATER THAN ONE HUNDRED TWENTY (120) DAYS
BEFORE THE START OF THE OVERSEAS VOTING
PERIOD, A SWORN APPLICATION FOR REACTIVATION
OF REGISTRATION IN THE FORM OF AN AFFIDAVIT
STATING THAT THE GROUNDS FOR THE DEACTIVATION
NO LONGER EXIST.”

See. 17. A pew Sccton 17 of the same Acr is hereby inserted to read as

follow s:

“QEC 17, CANCELLATION OF REGISTRATION, - THE
RERB SHALL CANCEL THE REGISTRATION RECORDS OF

THOSE WHO HAVE DIED, AS CERTIFIED BY EITHER THE

POSTS OR BY THE LOCAL CIVIL REGISTRAR, AND THOSE
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WHG HAVE BEEN PROVEN TO HAVE LOST TIEIR

FILIPINO CITIZENSHIP.”
Reeo I8 A new Section 15 of the same Aot - hereby inserted 1o read as
fullew

"SEC, 18, VOTERS EXCLUDED FROM THE NROV
THROUGH INADVERTENCE, - ANY REGISTERED
OVERSEAS VOTER WHOSE NAME HAS BEEN
INADVERTENTLY OMITTED FROM THE NRQOV MAY.
PERSONALLY OR THROUGH AN  AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE, FILE WITH THE COMMISSION OR
WITH THE POST EXERCISING JURISDICTICN OVER THE
VOTER'S RESIDENCE, AN APPLICATION UNDER OATH
FOR REINSTATEMENT NOT LATER THAN ONE dUNDRED
TWENTY (120) DAYS BEFORE THE START OF THE VOTING

PERIOD.”
See, 18 A new Sectton 19 of the same Act 1= hereby inserted to read as
Lo s

“SEC. 1% APPLICATION FOR :’;.‘URRF( TION OF
ENTRIES AND CHANGE OF NAME. - WITHIN NINETY (90
DAYS BEFORE THE START OF THE VOTING PERIGD, ANY
REGISTERED VOTER MAY FILE WITH THE OFOV. OR
WITH THE POQST HAVING JURISIMCTION OVER THE
VOTER'S RESIDENCE. AN APPLICATION UNDER OATH
FOR THE CORRECTION OF MISSPELLED NAME OR

OTHER ENTRIES: CHANGE OF NAME' BY REASON OF
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MARRIAGE. DEATH OF HUSBAND, OR BY VILJUE OF A
COURT ORDER: AND/OR CHANGE OR CORRECTION OF

ANY ENTRY IN THE NROV, CLOV AND THE VOTER'S ID&.7

See. 20. Section 13 of cthe zamc Aol iz horeby renumbercd as Sectwen 20

and is amended to read as follows:

“See [13] 20 . Preparation and Posting of Certified I st
of Overseas [Absentee] Voters. - The Commizsion =hatl prep-re
the Certified List of [Absentee] Ovarscas VOTERS OR CLOV
[within enc hundred twenty 1201} NOT LATER THAXN NINETY
{90) days before [every elzetion] THE START OF THE
OVERSEAS VOTING PERIOD. and fornisk within the &eme
period ELECTRONIC AND HARD copics thereel 1o “be
apprupriate POSTS [embassies, consulates sl oinor  Iore gn
corvice establishments]. which shall post The sams 10 ThCr buili-tin
noards ANTWOR WEBSITES witkin 1em (10 dayvs from resiipl
therent,

Subject 1o reasonable regulation and the paymeni of fee- 10
such amounts as may be fixed by the Opmmiseion. the candidazs
political partias, sueredited citizens arms AND af other intare-1ed
persons [and all cmbas=ies, consulates and ofn {'r:-r;-*'-.:n LEPVICE
exzablishments] shall be firnished copies therenfl:]: PROVIDED.
THAT, NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS AND
OTHER CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS ACCREDITED
BY AND WORKING WITH THE COMMISSION AS

PARTNERS ON OVERSEAS VOTERS EDUCATION AND
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PARTICIPATION SHALL BE EXEMPT TFROM T HE

PAYMENT OF FEES”

07 Gaction 14 of the zame Aet i= hereby repumbered as Scetion 21

-

and ‘= amended to read as follows:

“Sec. [I4] 21. Printing and Transmilia! of Ballols,
Voting Instructions, Election Forms and Parapheraalia. -

[14.1] 21.1. The Commssion shall eause the priniing of
ballots for ovorsens jabsenteel voters, [voting instre . cions.} and
ALL OTHER ACCOUNTABLE election forms in such number as
mav be pecessary. but in no case shall [it] THESE zxceed the total
number of approved applications. Security markings skall be used
in the printing of ballots for overseas [absentee] votera.

[14.2]21.2. The Commission shall present to the aushorized
represeniaiives of the Department of Foreign Affairs and OF rhe
aceredited malor political j.;arti.eé the ballots for overseas [absentee]
VOLETE, vnti.ng instructions. election forms and other clection
paraphernalia for scrutiny and inspectlon prior i Their 1 ransmaittal
o the POSTS Jembaszies. consulates and other foreven zervies
astablishments concerned].

[14.3]21.8. The Commission shall TRANSMIT. AS FAR AS
PRACTICABLE BUT not larer than FORTY [sevenry]-Gve [T3]
(45) davs BEFORE the da: of elecrions. [iransmu} by special
pouch 1o [the) ALL POSTS [embassies. comsulaies and orher
foreign  service ezrablishments § the exact rumber of haliol- for

overseas Jabaontec] vorers corresponding to the nmmber aF approwed
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See. 22, Section 15 of the same Act 15 hereby renmumbered as Secncr 22

~— o 1
applications,  along  wieth such frogterin's  ami Shonnm
naraphernahin}] ACCOUNTABLE FORMS neri=2ary Te cnsurs “hi
integrity of the clection.

[14.4121.4. The authorized representsiives of accrediied
major politicai parties shall have the might be present inoall
phases of printing. transmittal anc casung vf MAJLED ballots
abroad. [Unclaimed ballots properly marked as such. =hall he
cancelled and shipped 10 the Commission by the jsast ool

method.]”?

W

and iz amended to read as follows:

“Sec, |13] 22. Regulotion on Campaligning Abrond.
PERSONAL CAMPAIGNING. [T]The use of campalgn ma:er:iils.
az well ag the limits on campaign spending shall be ,;:m'érned bv the
laws and tegulations applicable in the Philippinzs AND TO THE
EXTENT ALLOWED BY THE LAWS OF HOST COUNTRIES:
PROVIDED. THAT. ALL FORMS OF CAMPAIGNING
ABROAD WITHIN THE THIRTY-DAY (30} {NERSEAS

vOTING PERIOD SHALL BE PROHIBITED.”

See. 28, A new Section 25 of the same et 15 herchy mEorled o read a-

Snliows

“GEC, 23. VOTING. - VOTING MAY BE DONE EITHER
PERSONALLY. BY MAIL. OR BY ANY OTHER MEANS AS
MAY BE DETERMINED BY THE COMMISSION. FOR THIS

PURPOSE, THE COMMISSION SHALL IssUE  THE
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NECESSARY  GUIDELINES  ON  THE MANNEER  AND
FPEOCEDURES OF VOTING.

THE OFOV, IN CONSULTATION WiTH DFA-OVS.
SHALL DETERMINE THE COUNTRIES WHER®Y VOTING
SHALL BE DONE BY ANY SPECIFIC MODE. TARKING INTO
CONSIDERATION THE MINIMUM CRITERIA
ENUMERATED UNDER THIS ACT WHICH SHALL
INCLUDE THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED: VOTERS.
ACCESSIBILITY OF THE POSTs, EFFICIENCY OF THE
HOST COUNTRY'S APPLIED SYSTEM AND SUCH OTHER
CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MAY AFTECT THE COXDLUCT OF
VOTING.

THE COMMISSION SHALL ANNOUNCE THE
SPECIFIC MODE OF VOTING PER COUNTRY/POST AT
LEAST ONE-HUNDRED TWENTY (120) DAYS BEFORE THE

START OF THE VOTING PERIOD.”

SEC 24, Seezion 14 of the same At is hereby renumberd 82 <e0tinn 24

and i= zmmendad oo read as fillows:

“Sec. {16} 24 PERSONAL VOTING, - Casting and 3 bmicsion of

Ballors.

[16.1] 24.F Tipon eecept [y the desigmatid o*flecr of tas
embassy, consulale and cther [oveign service sstnblishmenrt<j of the
N OTHER

haliote  for  overseas  |absenteel inters

ACCOUNTABLE FORMS. VOTING MACHINES ANTD OTHER

HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE. [for oversess shsenise vaters
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vatie instructions, eheetion formz and orher paraphernaliaj THE
SBRCG [heshe] zhall make [them} THESE avatluble on ihe
promizes to the gualificd overseas [abscntee] vorces in their
respective jurisdictinns [during the thirty (30) days before the day o
slections when overscas absepize voters mav cast their voto
Immediate’y upen receiving 1. The overseas absentee vorer must
fill-out his‘her hallot personatly, in secret, with nat leaving th:
premisez of the embaassies. consulares. and other Foreign Servies
establishmenrs concernzd.] DURING THE THIRTY-DAY (30}
VOTING PERIOD.

THE COMMISSION SHALL CONSTITUTE AS MANY
SBRCGs AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO RECEIVE AND TAhL
CUSTODY OF ALL ACCOUNTABLE AND  OTHER
FLECTION FORMS. SUPPLIES AND PARAPHERXNALLA
FROM THE QFOV FOR TRANSMiTTAL TO THE SBEIs AND
TO THE SBOC. EACH SBRCG SHALL BE COMPOSED OY
THREE (3) MEMEBERS FROM AMOXNG THE STAFF OF THE
POSTS CONCERNED. INCLUDING THEIR ATTACHED
AGENCIES. AND FILIPINO CITIZENS ABROAD.

THE COMMISSION SHAILL LIKEWESE, CONSTITUTE
AS MANY SBEIs AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO CONDUCT
AND SUPERVISE THE VOTING AND CUL';\;-'TIEG OF

VOTES.
EACH SBEI SHALL DRBE COMPOSED OF A

CHAIRPERSON, DESIGNATED AS SUCH BY THE
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COMMISSION FROM AMONG CAREER PUBLIC OFFICERS
POSTED ABROAD. AND TW( (2) GOVERNMENT OFFICERS
AS MEMBERS, ONE OF WHOM SHALL BE DESIGNATED AS
POLL CLERK. IN THE ABSENCE OF S5UCH GOVERNMENT
OFFICERS, THE TW0O MEMBERS SHALL BE FILIPINO
CITIZENS QUALIFIED TO REGISTER OR VOTE UNDER
THIS ACT AND SHALL BE DEPUTIZED BY THE
COMMISSION XOT LATER THAN SIXTY (60) DAYS
BEFORE THE START OF THE VOTING PERIOD.

ALL SBE! RESCLUTIONS SHALL BE VALID OXNLY
WHEN APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF
THE BOARD. |

242 VOTING SHALL BE DONE AT THE POSTS. OR
WHEREVER FIELD REGISTRATIONS WERE CONDUCTED,
OR AT ANY OTHER PGLLING PLACE
DESIGNATEIVACCREDITED  AS SUCH BY THE
COMMISSION.

{16.2. The overseas abszemee wvoter shall personally
scenmplish hisdber baliot at the embassy. consulate or other foreign
serviee cstablishment that has jurizdicuion nver the country where
heishe temporarity resides or at any polling place designated and
aceredited by the Commission.d

[16.3]. 24.3. [The] AN overseaz [ahsentee] voter shall cast
hizther [ballot] VOTE. upor presentation of the [abseates] voter

identification card issued by the Commissinn OR SUCH OTHER



i DOCUMENTS DEEMED BY THE SBEI AT THE POST AS
2 SUFFICIENT TO ESTABLISH THE VOTER'S (DENTITY
K [within thirty (300 duvs before the dav of clections. In the case of
4 seafarers, they shall cast their ballots anyvtime within =ixtv 160
3 days before the day of elections ae prescribed in 1he implementing

==

i | ]16.4] 24.4. Al arcomrphished hz-a]:Tots recelved shall be plac-d
& IN sealed containers and keot in a secure plém designated hg.j :he'- o
G Commission.

iE [16.5] 24,5, The SBRCG [embassies. consulates and orther
11 fureign service establizshments concerned] shall keep a compless
12 record of the balluts for cvcracas [absentee] voterz, specifically
i3 mdicating the number ¢f bailots [they] actually received [, and in
T4 cascs where voring by mail iz allowed onder Section 17 hercof the
13 names and addresses of the voters (0 whom these ballots were scn7.

WTBCAIng proct of receipt therecf]. In sdaition WTTERET

v (30) DAYS FROM THE DAY OF ELECTIONS the SBRCG
1R [embassics, consulates and other foreign service establishmentz]
19 shall submt o forma? repert 10 the Commission and TO the Join:
Ly Congressional Overstgar Commirtes ercated under this Act. [within
21 thirts (300 davs frim the dev of elections ] Suaen report 'E-Iha]_l CORTAIDN
o2 data on the number of hallor: cazt and recctved by the offices. <h-
23 number of invalid and wnclaimed hallors and other perunent daa
24 24.6 BEFORE THE START OF THE COUNTING. ALL

25 U‘\.USED B%LLDT‘: SHALL BE ACCOUNTED FOR AND
- P AT LR T e NS T o, C i e gy
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DISPOSED OF APPROPRIATELY BY THE CONCERNED
POSTS., WITH THE CORRESPONDING FORMAL REPORT
OF SUCH FACTS TRANSMITTED TO THE COMMISSION.

[16.6. ‘The oversens absentes vorer shall be instructed that

his/her kmll_n;__g_ha_]l not be ceunted f 11 is not m-cude threi special
envelope furnished him/her when 1T 15 casl.

16.7. Ballots nm ctaimed by the overseas absentee voters art
the embassies. consulates and other fareign service establishmsants.
in case of personal votng. and balloss returned fo the embazsies
consuwlates and other oreigm zervice establishments concerned. 1n
the case of voting by mail, shall be cancel]ed- and sh'ped to the
Commission by the Jeast costly method within six {6} moenths from
1he day of elections .}

[16.8] 24.7. Only balists cast [and mailed ballots recetved by
the Philippine embassies, ronsulates and other foreign service
pstablishments concerned in accordance with Section 17 hersof
hefore the close of voting on the dayv of elections shall be counted in
accordance with Section 1% herzof. Al envelopes containing the
hallots receivad by the embassies. consulates and other foreign
service establishmenis after the prescrzbed pertod zhall not be
opened. and shall be cancelled and shipped 1o the Commiszion by the
least. costly method within six 16, months from the day _”f olactionst
AT OR BEFORE THE CLOSE GF VOTING ON THE DAY OF

ELECTIONS SHALL BE COUNTED.”

Y

E R LR
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See. 25. Section 17 of the same Aot 12 bevehy renumberag as Section 2o

~ - 37
{16.9. A Speaal Ballwt Reeepuon and Custooy Ooap
composed of three 13y members shall be constitutec b the
Commission from sumone the staf of the embazsi2: consudate- and
ovher foreirn cervice eslablishmenrs—eoncerncd, including tieir
attached agencies, and citizens of the Philippikes abroad. who will
be deputived 1o receive ballots and take cu-tedy of the =sme
preparatory to thelr transmittal to the Special Board: of Elechon
Inspectors.]

[16.10] 24.8. During THE VOTING. [zhis phase of The
election process} the authorized reprezeniatives of political paries.
candidates, and accredited zitizens' arms of the Commiszion shall be
natified THEREOF in writinyg {thereof] anc zhall have the night to
withess the proceedings.

[18.11. The Cemmiszsion shall study Lhe wse of clectronie
mail. Internet. or other secured networks 1n the casting of vores ang

submit A repors thereon to the Joint Congressional Oversicht

Committes |

=17

and o= amendoed o read as fodow s

“See, [IT] 23 VYoiting by Mail. - MAITING AND

SUBMISSION OF BALLOTS,
[17.1.For the May, 2004 elecuons. the Commession =X ail

suthorive voting by mail in nor more than mreo {3 countrie:,

aubject 1o the approval of the Congressional Oversight Commitien,
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Voning by omail may be allowed in countres that sat<x oo

fotlewing conditinns:

Where the meailing svstom is fairly well-developed and

secure (o prevent the accesion of Jreud,

 Where thers  existz  a technically  establizhed

ideptification svatem hat would preclude malnple or

proxy voring: and.

Where the svster of reception amd custods of miakod
wallots ic the embassiss, consulate= and orher foreign
corvice esiablishments ooneerped ars adequate and

weil-zecured.

Thereafter. voring Iy Imul IR any counicy <hafl be llowed

Committae.]

siilv upon review and approval of the Joint Conurosston .l (hersichr

35.1. THE COMMISSION SHALL MAIL THE BALILOTS

INTENDED FOR THE REGISTERED VOTLERS THROUGH
THE POSTS USING THE DIPLOMATIC POUCH OR CARGO
FACILITY OR SUCH OTHER FACILITIES AS MAY BFE
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: PROVIDED, THAT THE
SECRECY AND SANCTITY OF THE MAILED BALLOTS ARE

ENSURLD. MAILING OF THE BALLOTS SHALL BE DONE

NOT LATER THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS BEFORE THE START

OF THE VOTING PERIOD.
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FOR THIS PURPOSE, THE COMMISSION SHALL
ISSUE THE NECESSARY GUIDELINES AND PROCEDL RES
TO IMPLEMENT THIS PROVISION.

THE COMMISSION SHALL CONSTITUTE SBROGs
FOR EVERY POST FOR WHICH VOTING BY MAIL IS THE
DESIGNATED VOTING MODE TO RECEIVE ;}..\' D TARKE
CUSTODY OF ALL ACCOUNTABLE AND OTHER
ELECTION FORMS, SUPPLIES AND PARAPHERNALIA
FROM THE OFOV FOR TRANSMITTAL TQ THE 5BEIs AND
TO THE SBOC, AS WELL AS TO RECORT, VERIFY.
RECEIVE AND TAEKE CUSTODY OF AlLl  MAILED
ACCOMPLISHED BALLOTS. EACH SBRCG SHALL BE
COMPOSED OF THREE (3) MEMBERS FROM AMONG THE
STAFF OF THE POSTS CONCERNED, INCL"IMNG THEIR
ATTACHED AGENCIES, AND FILIPINO CITIZENS
ABROAD.

[17.2] 25.2. The overseaz [shaentee] votor shull <wnd THE
jhisther]  accomplished ballm IN THE ACCOMPANYING
SPECIAL. ENVELOPE AT ANY TIME AFTER RECEIPT
THEREOF AND ENSURE THAT THE SAME BALLOT iS5
RECEIVED AND STAMPMAREKED BY THE POST ON OR
BEFORE THE CLOSE OF VOTING ON THE DAY OF
ELECTIONS [to ihe corresponding embdassy. consuins or CILEr
fureipn service eetablishment that has jurisdictucn aver the courry

where he'she temporartly resides. He/she shall o oennried roomoss
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hizher ballot st wmy time upon hisher receipt thereol provided thus
the same iz received before the close of vonng on the day -f
eloctinms, The overseas abaentee voler shall bo instrw-ted thas
hig’her ballot shall not be counied 1if not transmitied n the =oema.
envelope furnished him/'her},

[17.3] 25.8. Onlv mailed hallots STAMPMARKED BY
THE LOCAL POSTAL SERVICE AS HAVING BEEN
MAILED BEFORE CLOSE OF VOTING AND RECEIVED
BY THE SBCRG DURING THE COUNTINS OF VOTES
SHALL BE COUNTED, [received by the Plilippine rmbassy,
conzulate and other [ureign service carablishmenis before the cloze
of voring on the day of elections =shall ke cnunta—{] i1 aenerdames with
Sertinn 18 hereof] All envelepes sontaining the ACCOMPLISHED
bailots recoived AFTER THE COUNTING OF VOTES SHALL
NOT BE OPENED AND SHALL BE FILED AND EEPT [by the
emhassics. consulates aad other foreign zervies establishments
aftor the prescribed period shall not be opencd. endd =hall he
cancelled and disposed of] appropriazely FOR PURIPOSES OF
DOCUMENTATION. with & corresponding INVENTORY report
theresn [ubmitted to the Commission not later than ihirn IRIRY
davs from the dav of slectons]. ACCRETHTED MAJOR
POLITICAL PARTIES SHALL BE FURNISHED COPIES
OF THF SAID REPORT NOT LATER THAN THIRTY

(30} DAYS AFTER THE DAY OF ELECTIONS.
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554, THE COMMISSION SHALL MAINTAIN A
COMPLETE REPORT OF THE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF THE VOTERS TO WHOM THE BALLOTS WERE SENT,
INCLUDING THE NUMBER OF BALLOTS CAST AND
RECEIVED RY THE SBRCG, THE NUMBER OF INVALID
AND UNCLAIMED BALLOTS, AS WELL AS OTHER
PERTINENT DATA AND SUBMIT A TIMELY REPORT
THEREON TO THE JOINT CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE.
555 ALL MAILED BALLOTS MARKED “RETURN TO
SENDER” AND RETURNED TO THE COMMISSION SHALL
NOT BE OPENED. THE SAME SHALL BE CANCELLED AND
DISPOSED  OF  APPROPRIATELY,  WITH A
CORRESPONDING INVENTORY REPORT THEREON DULY
FURNISHED THE MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES NOT
LATER THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE DAY OF
ELECTIONS."
Sec. 26. A new Sceiion 26 of the same Act 12 hereby inseried to read as
frllows:
“QEC. 9. VOTING BY SEAFARERS. - SEAFARERS
MAY VOTE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTIOX 23 OF THIS
ACT. FOR THIS PURPCGSE. THE COMMISSION SHALL
PREPARE A SEPARATE CLOV FOR SEAFARERS.”
Sep. 27 A new Section 27 of the same ASH 1 herehy inserted to rzad az

follows:



— _
1 “SEC. 27. VOTING PRIVILEGE OF MEMBERS OF T.:’f"
2 SBEI, SBROG AND S5BOC. - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
3 POSTED ABROAD WHO WILL PERFORM ELECTION
4 DUTIES AS MEMEBERS OF THE SBEl. SBCRG AND SBOC
3 SHALL BE ALLOWED TO VOTE IN THEIR RESPECTIVE
6 POSTS; PROVIDED, THAT, THEY ARE REGISTERED
7 EITHER IN THE PHILIPPINES OR AS OVERSEAS
al VOTERS.”

& Nee. 28 Scetion 18 of the same Act 1= kereby renumbered as Section 28

10 and amended to read as follows:

11 “See. [18]28. - On-site Counting and Canvassing -

12 [18.1] 28&.1, The counting and canvassing of votes shall be

13 conducted onsite in the courrry where the votes were artually cast,

14 The opening of the specisllv-marked envelopes and conmtainers

13 containing the ballotz and rke ccunting and canvass g of vores

16 shall be comducted within the premises of the [embazzies

17 conswlates and other Forelzn Service establishments. or in zuch

18 ather places as may be desiznated by the Commission pursuant 1

19 the Tmplementing Rules and Regulations] POSTS or WITHIN

20 ANY OTHER POLLING PLACE DESIGNATED/ACCREDITED

1 AS SUCH BY THE COMMISSION. The Comm:ssion =hall

22 cnsure that the start of counting in polling places abroad shall [be

23 svnchronized] AS FAR AS PRACTICABLE, COINCIDE  witz

24 che start of the counting in the Philippincs, TARING INTO

25 CONSIDERATION THE RESPECTIVE TIME 20NE3 OF THE
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DIFIFERENT POSTS: PROVIDED, THAT, NO COUNTING
AND CANVASSING SHALL COMMENCE PRICL. TG THE
CLOSING OF VOTING. ™

{18.2]. 28.2. [Far these purposes. thh Commes=-irn -hali

COnANTULe as many Special Boards of Eleerion Iisnertor- (SBEI: as
may be necezsary to conduc: and supervige the counting of veoe s

provided n Sectior 18,1 hersaf Tae Specizl Boards of Elecaon
Inspectors to he comstituted therain shall e compozed o7 #
Cha:rman and 1o {2 members. ane (1} . whom zha'l he
designated as poll cierk, The ambazsador, or consul-genoeral. or any
varear nublic officer pested abroad designared 1+ the Commizzinn
Az the caze mav he shall act as the chairman, i the ahaene of
other government cfficers the two (2) ather members shall he
vitzens of the Philippines who are gualified oo regiztes and vore
under thiz Act and-deputized v rhe {ommission nmor laer toae
asistv (60 davz bhefors the day of elsctions All recoluiions of The
Specizl Bouarls of Electicn lnspeciors SBEl: on gszaes booasht

hefore 1 during the conduct of 1= procesdings -hal? be vulid ~niv

when thev carry the approval of the chatrman ]

Immediarely upon the completion of the countinu. b
[Special Dowrds of Eiection ipspeciors] SBEls shul 1_':;'1:'.-._-'11-*,!1 [z
facsimile andior slectrenie ma!] the results THEREQGF

Commission in Manila and TO the acoradited majoes polirioal Daries

VIA FACSIMILE, ELECTRONIC MAIL ANINOF BY ANY
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DOTHER SAFE, SECURE ANT) RELIABELE MEAXNS OF
TRANSMISSION.

[18.8. Only nallers cast on, or received by 1ac embasiacs,
ron=ulates and other foreign serviee establishments bofure the cloze
of voting on the day of efections zhal! be ineluded 10 the counting of
votes, Those received sfterwards shall not be counted |

[18.4] 28.3. [A Special Board of Canvassers] THE SBOC
compesed of THE HIGHEST RANKING OFFIC_R FROM THE
POST [+ lawver preferably of the Commession]  as
chair[man]PERSON. 2 seniar career offiver from any of the
oovernnlent agencles mulntaining 4 post abrr_ra.d and. ir “he ahsenco
-f another government officer. a ciizen of the Philippines qual:fed
tn vote under this Act AND deputized by the Commission, gz viee-
shair[man] PERSON and member-sacrerary, vespectively, shall be
sema-iruted to vanvass the elestion returns submitted 1o 9t by the
SBEls  [Spacial Boards of Elcenion [napectors]. Immeodiately upon
“he completion of the canvasz. the chair[man]PERSON o the
SBQC [Sperial Boards of Canvassars] shall transmus iz favsimile,
slectronic mail. AND/or BY znv other SAFE. SECTURE AND
RELIABLE means of transmiszion [equally safe and r-liable] the
Cormficates of Canvass and the Statements of Vires 10 the
Commission, ang shal) cause to presorve 1he same bnmedize-i

ascr the cunclusion of the cenvass, #nd make iU availubic upon ras

antuetions of the Commizsion.
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The SBOC [Spesiai Board of Carvassers] shall also furn:<h
the aceredited muier political parnes and aceredited citizens arms
with copies thereof via Tacsimile. slecironic mat]l ANDYor BY any
other SAFE, SECTURE AND RELIABLE means of transmizsion
[equally safe, secure and rehakic].

The Certificaies of Canvass and the aceompanying
Statements of Voles as wansmitted via facsimile, elecsronic maadl
AND/or anyv other SAFE. SECURE AND RELIABLE meanz of
transmission [equally safe. zecure and reliable shall be _l.hs.- primanry
bazis for the nationzl canvass.

[18.5] 28.4, The canvaz: of OVERSEAS votes shall not cauze
the delay of the proclamancn of a3 winmng Icandidat‘.e OR THE
DETERMINATION OF THE RESULT OF _ATIONAL
REFERENDA OR PLEBISCITES if the outcome of the election
will not he affeetad by ihe resulte thereof Norwithsranding the
foregoing, the Commissivn. AS NATIONAL BOARD OF
CANVASSERS FOR SENATORS AND  PARTY-LIST
REPRESENTATIVES. OR COXNGRESS, AS NATIONAL
BOARD OF CANVASSERS FOR PRESIDENT AND VICE-
PRESIDENT. SHALL PROCLAIM THE [is empowered to crder
the proclamation of] winnina cancidales OR ANNOUNCE THE
RESTILT OF NATIONAL REFERENDA OR PLEBISCITES
despite the fact that the scaeduled eleetion has not taken piane in 4
particnlar country or countries. if the aulding of elections 1there:n

has been rendered impossibie by events, factors and clreumstane: <



|-

r__.;

46

poculiar w o such country or countres. and which events, faorors and
carcumstances  dare  bevond the  contrel or  influence  of the
Commission.

{158.6] 28.5. It the proparation of the final tallv of voresz on
the results of the navional electims [rie Commission, shall ensure
that] the votes cenvassed [ev] IN cach znd every country shall be
reflected as o separaie item from the tally of nationa’ vores. For
purposes of this Act. the retarn: of every election for Plplresidznt
and V[v]ice-P[pJreszidert rprepared by the [Special Board of
Canvassers} SBOCs shail be deemed a certificate of canvass of a
CITV OF 4 ProvinGe.

[18.7]28.6. Where feazible the counting and canvassing of
vote: shall be avtomarted. Towards this end, the Commission 1=
hereby authorized to borrow. rent. lease or Aciuire antomated
[voting] COUNTING machine: for purposes of can.assing and
eounting of votes pursuaat 1o the provizionz of this Aet. and 1n
arcordanee with  the  Tmplemernting Rules and  Resulations

promuigated by the Commission.

Eec. 29, A new Scetion 29 15 hereby mzerted 1o read as foli-ws:

“SEC. 29, AUTHORITY TO ADOPT OTHER MODES
OR SYSTEMS {'SING AUTOMATED ELECTION SYSTEM -
NOTWITHSTANDING CURRENT PROCEDURES AND
SYSTEMS HEREIN PROVIDED. FOR THE PROPER
IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS ACT AND IN VIEW OF THE

PECULIARITIES ATTENDANT TO THE OVERSEAS
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VUTING PROCESS, THE COMMISSION MAY EXPLORE
AND ADOPT OTHER MORE FEFFICIENT, RELIAPLE AXND
SECURE MODES OR SYSTEMS, ENSURING THE
SECRECY AND SANCTITY OF THE ENTIRE PROCESS,
WHETHER PAPER-BASED OR ELECTRONIC-BASED
TECHNOLOGY OR SUCH OTHER LATEST
TECHNOLOGY AVAILABLE, FOR ONSITE AND REMOTE

REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS.™

Sec. 30. A new Section 30 i hereby insaried o read as Dillows:

“SEC. 26, PROCUREMENT OF FACILITIES
EQUIPMENT, MATERIALS, SUPPLIES OR SERVICES. —
TO ACHIEVE THE PURPQSE OF THIS ACT. THE
COMMISSION MAY. LIKEWISE. PROCURE FROM LOCAL
OR FORELIGN SOURCES, THROUGH PURCHASYE, LEASE.
RENT OR OTHER FORMS OF ACQUISITION.
HARDWARE OR SOFTWARE, FACILITIES, EQUIPMENT.
MATERIALS, SCPPLIES OR SERVICI 3 IN
ACCORDANCE WITH EXISTING LAWS. FREE FROM
TAXES AND IMPORT DUTIES, SUBJECT TO
GOVERNMENT PROCUREMEXNT RLULES AND

HEGULATIONS.”

See. 21 fSec. 19 of the same Act iz bereby enumbersid as] A NEW

section D1 [and 1 amended] 18 HEREBY INSERTED o read us Sl s

“Ser. 21 ESTABLISHMENT OF AN OFFICE TFOR

rd

OVERSEAS VOTING UNDER THE COMMISS{0ON.- THE

47
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COMMISSION IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO ESTABLISH AN
OFFICE FOR OVERSEAS VOTING TASKED SPECIFICALLY TO
OVERSEE AND SUPERVISE THE EFFECTIVE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OVERSEAS VOTING LAW:
PROVIDED, THAT ITS SECRETARIAT SHALIL COME FROM

THE EXISTING SECRETARIAT PERSONNEL GF THE

COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS.™

Sec. 32, A new Section 32 1s hereby inserted to read as fullow s,

“SEC. 32, CREATION OF THFE DEPARTMENT OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OVERSEAS VOTING SECRETARIAT (DFA-
OV5) - A SECRETARIAT BASED IN THE DEPARTMENT OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (DFA) HOME OFFICE 15 »EREBY
CREATED TO ASSIST THE OFOV, AND TO DIRECT.
COORDINATE AND OVERSEE THE PARTICIPATION 0T THE
DFA IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OVERSEAS VOTING
LAW (OVL): PROVIDED, THAT ITS SECRETARIAT SHALL
COME FROM THE EXISTING SECRETARIAT PERSONNEL OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS.”

Sec. 33. Sec. 19 of the same Act 1+ hereby delered,

48

{"Sec. 19 Authorily of the Commission fo Promulgale

Rules. — The Commission shail is:ue the noressary rules and

regulations to effectively tmplement the provisions of this within

Aty (60% days from the effecuvity of this Act. The Implementine

Hules and Regulaticn: shall be  cubmirted  to the  Jfomm
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Congressional Oversight Commutter ereated by vwrtue of chis Ac for
priar approval.

In the formulausn of the rules and regulation=.  the
Commission shall coordinae with the Department of Fowiign
Affgirs, Depurtment of Labor and Emplovment, Phibippies Overicas
and Employment Administration, Overseas Workers' Wellare
Administration and the Commission on Filipinos b szeas. Non-

government organtzations and gecredited Fil'prmo organization- or

assoclations abroad shall ke consulted.”)

Sec, 34, Sectivn 20 of the same Act is hereby renumbered as Scetion 33

and 1z amended to read as fllows:

“Sec. [20123, - Information Campaign - The Commission. iv

coordination  with agencies concerned, shull underiake an

-

information campaign to educare the puhlic‘ on the manner
OVERSEAS [absentee] vorng fur gualified overseas [absert:z]
votars, [4 mav require the support and assistance of the Departme at
of Foreign Affairs, through the POSTS, [embassics, sonziiates angd
other foreign scrvice establishments), Depariment of Labor and
Employment. Department of Transportativn and Communication <.
Philippme Pustal Corporation. Philippine Oversens Emplovmenr
Admintstrabion, Overseas Workers' Welfare Administraticn and theo
Commission on Filipinos Overseas. [The Commisiaon max G it -
Filipino organizations/associations overseas {or (he saie puUrpos
Provided, that any such deputized organization: a-<omaan shali oo

prohibited from participating 10 the elections by campuiuning Sov ¢ o



i

]

N1

i
111

e —
30

feliing candidates: Provided. forther, That o any <uch depuizsd
arsunizaticiiassociation 2 Jizcovered 1o have | member wizo 1. no
a nqualified overseax abszentee wvarsr. as hiveln defined. such
deputized  orgenizationassociation  shall  he  hanned v
participating in anv muannsr. and 40 any sace. 7o Dhalippine
political process abroad ]

Such informatior campaien shall educar: the Filipine publwe.
within and outside the Philippmmes. on the PHILIPPINE
ELECTORAL SYSTEM. [on] the rights of -.-rer.q{«a@: [Aksenice}
cotevs, fubscntee] OVERSEAS voring processo= and srher relared
concernz.  Infurmarion meterials shall be  daveloped by the
Commission for distribution. throwveh the 2a3d ¢ vernm i ngenoes
and private nrganizativns, No goverament aganey [or acere e,
private organizations] shall prepsre. print. disirtbure or post in
fwebsites] any information marerial without the prier approvn! of
the Commission.

THE COMMISSION IS AUTHORIZED TO ALLOCATE
NOT LESS THAN TEN PER CENT (10%) OF THE OVERSLEAS
VOTING BUDGET TO DEFRAY THE COSTS OF
EFFECTIVELY CARRYING QUT THE OQVERSEAS VOTERS
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN.

THF COMMISSION MAY ENTER INTO CONTRACTS
WITH PUBLIC OR PRIVATE ENTITIES T{'}. ENSURE

EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT INFORMATION

DISSEMINATION."
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Sec. 35\ now Seciion 34 iz hereby inserted teread s fllws:

"SEC. 24, ROLE AND ENGAGEAtENT OF FILIFING
CIVIL SOCIETY GRGA_TIEAT}DNS. - THE COMMISSION
SHATL. ENCOURAGE AND ENGAGE THE P:’-'LRTICIPATIO_‘C
OF LOCAL AND OVERSEAS FILIPINO ChviL SOCIETY
DRGANIZATIONS AS ACCREDITED ‘OR  DEPUTIZ ED
PARTNERS AT  ANY STAGE oOF THE OVERSF AS
ELECTORAL PROCESS, SUBJECT TO THE GUIDELINES
AND LIM ITATIONS ELSEWHERL PROVIDED 1N THIS ACT
OR IN OTHER RELEVANT LAWS, AS WELL AS THOSE
THAT THE COMMISSION SHALL PR OMULGATE:
PROVIDED, THAT ANV SUCH ORGANIZATION OR
ASSOCIATION SHATI BE :'&CCREDITED OR DEPUTIZED
ON THE BASIS oOF THEIR PRESENCE, RELCH AxNp

RESQURCES TO EDUCATE THE FILIPINO PUEBLIC o~

AS  OVERSEAS VOTERS., THE OVERSEAS VOTING
PROCESSES AND OTHER RELATED CONCERNGS, AS WELL
AS TO DISSEMINATE INFORMATION DEVELOFPED EY
THE COMMISSION EFFECTIVELY AND IN 4 TIMELY
MANNER: PROVIDED, rrp T'HER, THAT NO Ssucy
ACCREDITED OR DEPUTIZED ORGANIZATION SHALL

PREPARE, PRINT, DISTRIB UTE ORr POST ANy

APPROVAL QF THE COMMISSION: PROVIDED,
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FURTHERMORE, THAT ANY SUCH ACCRELITED OR

DEPUTIZED QORGANIZATION OR ASSOCIATION SHALL BE
PROHIBITED FROM CAMPAIGNING FOR OR FIELDING
CANDIDATES: PROVIDED, FINALLY, THAT IF ANY SUCH
ORGANIZATION OR ASSQCIATION IS DISTOVERED TO
HAVE A MEMBER WHO IS NOT A QUALIFIED OVERSFAS
VOTER AS HEREIN DEFINED, SUCH DEPUTIZED
ORGANIZATION OR ASSOCIATION SHALL BE BANNED
FROM PARTICIPATING 1IN ANY MANNER AND AT ANY

STAGE IN THE PHILIPPINE POLITICAL: PROCESS

ABROGAD.”

Sec. 36. A new Section 33 1= hereby inserted to read ax lollows:

“SEC. 35, TRAINTNGS., - AL MEMBERS OF THE
FOREIGN SERVICE CORP SHALL RECEIVE TRAINING ON
OVERSEAS VOTING PROCESSES., . RULES AND
PROCEDURES FROM THE COMMISSION. SUCH [RAINING
SHALL BE UNDERTARKEN IN COORDINATION WITH THE
DFA-OVS, AND SHALL FORM AN INTEGRAL PART OF
THEIR PRE-POSTING BRIETFING AND ORIENTATION,

THE OFOV, THROUGH ITS CHAIRE ERSDN, MAY
ALSO AUTHORIZE THE CONDUCT OF TRAINING FOR
THE MEMBERS OF THE DEPUTIZED BODIES
CONCERNING THE PROCESSES, | RUL®S AND
PROCEDURES ON REGISTRATION AND ELECTION BOTH

HERE AND ABROAD AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED TWENTY
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(120} DAYS BEFORE EACH SCHEDULED RECGISTRATION
ORK NATIONAL ELE CTION™
Sec. 37, Sequnn 21 ol the snme Apt iz hereby renumi- Ped m: Nooron a0

[y

Sec. 38, Seetion 29 af the same Aot ia hereby renumiered - Seetiag 37

and s amended o read as ol e-

“Sec. f22737. - Assistance from Crovernment Agericies. -
Al sovernment Lifteers, pariacularlv from [ e .}rpa tmsnr oaf
Foreien  Affaies, Department  of  Laper ped Fmplismien:

Uepariment of TIANERGTiZiion andg Communiiat inax Phil:nrs

Fuszia! Carnoracion. Phrimpine (heorag Tmpleva:enn
Admintscration, {lerses:z Workers”  \Welfa, o Admimsreir

Commission an Fillpmos Overseas and other sivernment o e
concerned with the welfare of the Filipinos aversogs shirll 1w -he
EXWnt comprithle with their PITWUry responsiiaflies assior " ae
Commission in rrving ot the provisiops of ihis e Al cueh
azencies ur oificers therenf ahail tike reazonahle MELRUreS o
expedite all elseriog aCinvillas. which 1he Commis<ion shall rosa; e
of thew. When neec =2ary, the Commiszion niay ~end superviz g
weancs headed by carcer officers 1o £221530 “he POSTS [cmbacgs
s utates and ncher foreipn service establishment. CUNeE o]
LIKEWISE. CON SULAR AND DIPLOMATIC SERVT CES
REXDERED [N CONNECTION WITH THE OVERSEA-
VOTING PROCESSES SHALL BE MADE AVAILABLE AT NO
COST T THE OVERSEAS VOTER. FEES SHALL BE

CHARGED A8 UsUAL ON ALL OTHER COAS( LAR AXD
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DIPLOMATIC SERVICES NOT EELATED TO OVERSEAS
VOTING.
Sec. 39. Scction 25 of the same Act 1z herebyv renumbuared 22 Sertion 55
See, 40. Section 24 of the same Act 13 hereby renumbered as Soction 4%
and 15 amended 10 read as foliows:
“Sec. [24] 38. Prohibited Acts. In addinon to the prohibited
acts provided by law. it shal. be unlaw ful:

[24.1] 39.1. For any cfiicer or emplores of the Ph:lippine
government to influence ar atrempr to influence any person zovered
by this Act to vote. or not o vore for a parnieuiar candidate.
Nothing in thiz Act shall be deemsd to prohihir free dizcusziom
regarding politics or candidates for public ofﬁce‘_

[24.2] 39.2. For any porson to deprive ANOTHER [any
person| of any right secured 1n this Aect. or to grve falae information
a= to ONE'S [hisher] name. address, ar pericd o restdence {or the
purposes of establishing THE [hishoer] eligibilite or inelygiabilin 1o
register or vote under this Aet: or o conspire with another per<on fir
the purpuse of encouraging the giving of false information in order to
gxtablish Lhe eligibility or ineligibility of any individual 7o regstar oy
vote under thiz Act; or 1o pav. or offer 1o pav. or @0 GeCcCpT pavmen:
etther for application FOR REGISTRATION. o1 by viting:

[24.3] 39.3. For anv perzor to STEAL, CONCEAL. AT'TER,
DESTROY, MUTILATE, MANIPULATE, OR IN ANY WAY
ramper with [the ballor] the mail contaimiag the Frdlots for sversens

[absenice] voters, THE BALLOT, the clection venurn. {including
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LN destruction. MULEALOn gnd manipularing therecf’] OR AXNY

RECORD, DOCUMENT OR PAPER REQUIRED roORg

PURPOSES OF THIS ACT:
[24.4. Fyr NV Derion 1o osteyl destray, conceal, munlar- oy

alter any recopd. document ar EADET a5 roquired for Purposss of -his

Aet ]

[24.3] 39.1. For ALY dopuiized SECH to refuse wirhgyt
Justifinhle Htound, 1¢ soree oy COnIInne BETVING, O o comply woth
ONE'S [histher] zworg duties afier acceptance of THE Thishep
appointmaent] DEPUTIZATION.

[24.6] 395 For ary  public  officer oy tmplovee QR
ACCREDITED ORr DEPUTIZED ORGANIZATION OR
ASSOCIATION TG Iwka skall} cause the Preparation. printing,
distriburiom OR POSTING shinformation QR muterial, [or post rhae
“A4me In websires] withour the Frior approval of the Commissing-

{24.7) 39.6. Fur 4% pubiic officer o emplovee (0 cayse the
Iransior, PIOTAGOIGN, eXtension, reqyl] of anv member ' the foreien
SEIVICC COrbs, moeluding members f tne  attache.d ﬁgﬂncie.r‘, or
WEherwize cause the Imoverrent of any such membey from THE This]
VHITRRD DOSt or pesilion ane 1 Year hefore and thpee ) month-
after the day of clections withayr FECUTING the i:nrim' aprraval af the
Commizaon:

24.8] 39.7. oy A0y person wha cfiar being deputized by 1 he

_VITUMIESION 1o undertage  activirge: I connection with the
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implementarion of thrs Azt <hajl CEMpAten oy r;r CEESEIe. whz;-rcﬂ.'?!‘
manner, candidates in the siertions

39.8. FOR ANY PERSON TO ENGAGE IN PARTISAN
POLITICAL ACTIVITY ABROAD DURING THE THIRTY-DAY

(30) OVERSEAS VOTING PERIOD.

[24.9) 39.9. For anv persom who is not s citizen of rhe
Philippines to partcipate. by word or deed. directly or indirecriv
through qualified Organizaflons assaciations, i any manner and at
any stage of the Philyppine pobitical process abroad, including
participation in rhe cimpaien and elections

The provizion  of éxrsting  laws  to the CONTrary
notwithzatanding, and with due regard 1o the Principle of Doubie
Criminality, the prohibited acis deseribed in this section are
electoral iffenzes and SHALL BE purishable in the Phil‘ppines.

The penzlties impcsed wader Secrion 264 of the Omnibus
Election Code, sz amendc2, <hail be impo==d on anv ;1 reon found
gudlty of commirtting anv of the probibued acts as defined in this
Feeiion: Provided, Thot the penaliv of prision m ayor in Its minimum
pered shall be impossd upen any peraon found guilty UNDER
Section [24.3]139.3 hereof wizhoul the bencfir of the speration of rhe
Indeterminate Senrence Law. If 1he o

candidate, the penaliv :zhall he SN maver I ils maXimum

penied. In additton, the off:ndsr shall e sentenced oo suffr
perperval disqualificaiion o hoid putlic office and deprivation of the

righ to vote,
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[Immigrents and permanent residenics whe do opor Ioslmee

.

residence in the Philippines gz stipulated . 1heir (fficavic ander
Section 5id! within threc 3. vaars afier Apbriva. of Lizther
regmistration Under rppe AC and ver wvote g the next o oetinns
toatrary to the waid secrion shall be penalizcd by imprizsonreent of
nol less than nne L vear. and shal; he dremed disqualifed xs

provided in Seeting 3ici of this Apt hsther pessport gaug) he

stamped "not allowed o vioie.”]

Sec. 41. Sectiun 25 of the zame de1 iz hereby renumbiorng ax Sectipn 40

and iz amendnd Lo read us follows:

“Sec. [257 10, Join? Congressional Oversight Comm Ftfee,
- A Joint Congressions] Oversight (ommitiee 2 hereby orered,
composed of the Chair[man]PERSON of the Serate Coirmirre:. on
Constitutional Amendments. Revision of lpdos and Laws. ind
seven {7) other Senators ¢ezifmated hy the Sepaie President, wnd
the Chaivfman)|PERSON of the House Commirr.. on Suifrase ind
Electoral Reforms and FVen U arher Members of the Hogse of
Representatives designated hy ihe Speaker of 1h, Hiise  of
Representarives: Provided. Thar of the soven {7 merabers 1t e
designated by each House of Congress, four 4 sould cume from
the majority TO INCLUDE THE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEFE
ON FORFIGN AFFAIRS and :he remaining th. e (30 from (-

minority,™

[
=g

The Joint Congressional Oversight Commirre. thall bave ¢}

PUWEE 1o monir and evaluate rhe mplementation of 1hye At [If
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1 zhall review. revise. amend ape approve the Implemenung Rules
2 and Regulatinns promuluarsd by the Cemmizssion.]

3 Ser. 42. Sections 26, @5 and 25 of the same Act are hereby renumbered

4 aveerdingly.

] Ser. 43 A new Section 44 15 hereby inseried 10 read as follows:

6 “Sep. 44, TRANSITORY PROVISION - ALL PRIGR

7 ACTS, RESOLUTIONS, ISSUANCES OF THE

? COMMISSION UNDER THIS ACT. NOT OTHERWISE

49 INCONSISTENT HEREWITH, INCLUDING THE
10 REGISTRATION OF VOTERS AND MODES OF “;"DTING.

11 SHAILL. REMAIN VALID AND EFFECTIVE.”
12 Sec. J28] 44. Appropriations. - [The amount necessary to carry out

13 the arovisiuns of this Aet shall be provided in a supplemental ~udget or
14 ncluded in the General Appropriations Act of the yrar of 1t: tnactment into
13  law. Thereafter, the expenses for its coniinucd Implementation shall be
16 included :n the subsequent General Appropriauons Act] THE AMOUNT
17 NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT
1§ SHALL BE INCLUDED IN THE BUDGETS OF THE COMMISSION ON
14 ELECTIONS AND THE PEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN
2t THE ANNUAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT.

iy See. 45. Implementing Rules and Regufations. — The Commiszion
22 shall promulgate rules and regulaticns for the implementzion  and
2% eniorecement of the provision of this Act within sixty {60 days from the

2+ effectiviy thereof
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Seeo 46 Separabilify Clause. - 10 anv part or proviaion of 1hi< T

sanil be declared uneonstirenonal or anvehd. other provisions hereof whech

are noi affeered thereby chall comrinue 1o be ie full foree and efico1.
Sec, 47, Repealing Clause. - Al laws. presudential deoroo:. execurne
orders. rule: and regulatisns siher is:uances. and parts thereof which ave
1negnsistent Witk the provisisns of this Aet are bereby repealed or modifi-d
aceorrhingr,

See, 48, Effectivity Clause. - Thiz A shall take effeer fiftcen 115 davs

after i1+ [eomplers] publicatior in the Official Gazette or a1 least in itre= 15

TWO (2) nawspapers of gensral circulation.

Approved.



FACT SHEETY

N
House Bill No 6942

———

{In substitution of House Bill Nos. 3001, 3023, 3241 and 3968)

AN ACT

AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NC. 3183 OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “THE

OVERSEAS ABSENTEE VOTING ACT OF 2003

Infroduced by, Reps. Macapagai-amoyo, scudero, Balio,
Bichara, Chmaco Fogngeez (5 Lagman, Gatchaliarn,
Gorzales iN! Sag-ag  Salacabe anc Aumentado

Commiftes Referra!” Committees on Suffrage and Elecioral Reforms
& Foreign Affairs
Commttoe Chairpersaons. HON. ELRPIDIO F. BARZAGA, JR.
& HON. AL FRANCISE C. BICHARA

OBJECTIVE:

« To enfranchise mare Fifiping cverssas voters woridwide by softening restnctive

provisions of the axisting law.

KEY PROVISIONS:

Deletes the word "absente=" 10 the aw wrich will now be termed as "QOverssas
Wating.”

Provides for the expansion of the coverage of the law under Section & by
allowing Filipmo overseas voters to vote not only for the presidentizi and midtsrm
elections, but also in alt natioral referanga and peebiscites.

Provides for the deletior of Secticn £ 10) of the law entited, ‘Dic~ualfizations’
which requires an irmmigrant or permanent resident to execute an affidavit Lzon
registration declaring that the resident shall resume actuat physical residsnce in
the Philippines not later than three i3: years from the approval of the registration.
The same afidavit likewise sta‘es that tne applicant shall not have appliec for
citizanship in anothar country wh ok rens counter to the "Dual Chizership Lot
which was enacted nto law aier the institutionalization of the “Overseas
Absertee Voting Act.”



Amends Section 5 of the law by making registration for overseas voting more
accessible to Filipinos woricwide by way of sefting up field ane mobils
registration cenlers by the posts concerned This includes pre-deparu-s
registraticn that shall be conduzied in accredited government agencies or
facilities to be determined oy the Sommussion. As regards to overseas Filiping
warkers, they may file their application personally at any post or ¢ designated
fegstration centers in the Phikppinss approved by the Commission. They sha'
Ikewise submi: themselves for live capture of their biometrics.

Expands ihe three (3) modes of voting as provided in a new section namely
personal woling, voting by mail and any other means as may be allowed urder
existing faws (Section 52{[; of Batas Pambansa Blg. 881 as amended )

Creates a new Section 29 in the iaw entitled. “Authority 1o adopt other modes or
systems wusing Automated Election System”™ COMELEC may .xplore ard acopt
other more efficient. reliable and secure modes or systems. whether paper-based
or electronic-based technology or such other tatest technolegy available. for
onsite and remote registration ang electons.

Establishes an Office for Overseas Voling tasked specifically to oversee ang
supervise the effective implementation of the COverseas Voling Law.

Mandates the creation of the Department of Foreign Affairs Overseas Voting
Secretariat” (DFA-OVS) based at the DFA's home office to assist the Office for
Overseas Voting, and to direct. coordinate and oversee the DFA’s participation in

the implementation of the Overseas Voting Law.

Provides that for an "Informatics Campaign.” which authorizes the Commission
an Elections to apprepriate not less than ten percent (10%) of the overseas
voting budget for infermation dissermination and education campaign. 1t likewse
gives authority to the COMELEC to enler nto contracts with public or private
entities to ensure effective and effizent informaton dissemination.

ELATED LAWS:

Republic Act No. 3188 {The Overseas Absentee Voting Act of 2003)
Batas Pambansa Blg. 881 (Tha Omribus Election Code, as amendad)

Sepublic Act No. 8189 {The Continuing Ragistration Act)



