Republic af the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Queron Cirv ; -
Fificenth Conpress "
Third Regular Sexssion
. - _ e
COMMITTEE REPORT NG, 20, -
Suhmitted by the Commiter on the Welfare of Children on __U_ i rP EEZ

Re: House Bill Na . _;5__;'.-*

H;‘-cnrn:n:rnding s approval i|;uh:-:timt|'cm of House Bill Nas. 87, 046, 312, 832, 1080, 1565,
1614, 2120, 2177, 2281, 3268, 3203, 3397, 3582, 4447, 5728, and 6495

Sponsars: Representatives Alrora Fneno-Cerilles, Sisan A Yapad Bernadetre R 1
(B I

Trea-

My Speaker:

The Committes vm the Welfyre of Children v which wore roforred House Bill N, 82
mhedeed by Reps, Swan .y Yap, Maria Carmnen Zamora-Apsuy. Cesar V. S MCEl,
bmephine Veronique R. Lacson-Noel. Aupusio “Boboy™ Syviieo. Loni Mereado- el
Ceanna D Unidi. Rachel Marguerite B. Del \ur, {rico B, Aumentido, Thehmg 2. 3 lmorio
Wb Pedra B Romcalde, colitfed:

“AMN ACT

ESTABLISHING AT LEAST ONF (1) SPECIAL EDLCATION CENTIR

FOR EACIT 5CHOOL DIVISION AND AT LEAST FHREE (3} SPECT L

EDUCATION CENTERS IN BIG SCHOOL. IMVISIONS FOR CHILDREN

WITH  SPECIAL NEEDS, GUIDELINES FOR GOVERNMENT

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND OTHER INCENTIVES AND SUPPORT™

Heuse Bill No. 646 introduced by Reps. fuan Cdgardo M. Aflgard. Anguste " 13oboy RASIEEY
arnt Salyader 1P, Cabalu 11, entitled-
“ANACT
PFROYIDING FREE AND SUITABLE PURLIC EDLCATHYN FOIR
HANDICAPPED CHILDREN AND APPROPRIATING FLUNDS
THERFFOR"

House Bill Na. 812 introduced by RReps  Aupuae THahay T Ssquen and Imcida G ¢ s oo
Rubrianc. emined.
"AN ACT
CREATING THE NATIONAL PROGRAM FOR FILIPINO GIFITLD
CHILPREN aNp SCIENCE-ORIENTED YOLTH, APPROPRIATING
FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSEST



House Bill No. 832 introduced by Reps. Tedro B, Acharon. Jr. Tomas V. Apacible. Mary
NVitar L Caayon. Ewnerencisna "FEmmi” AL Tde fesus amd Madve [ Primdcias-Apabas.
er-itled:
AN ACT
ESTABLISHING AT LEAST ONE (1) SPECIAL EDUCATION {SPED)
CENTER FOR EACH SCHOOL DIVISION AND AL LLEAST THREFE (3
SPED CENTERS IN BIG SCHOOL. DIVISIONS FOR CHILDREN WITH
SPECIAL NEEDRS (CSNsy, CREATING FHE  IMPLEMENTING
MACHINERY THEREOY, PROVIDING GLINDELINES FOR
GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND OTHER INCENTIVLES
AND SUPPORT, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES™

House Bill No. 108{ introduced by Rep. Bemadette R Nerreca-Dy, entitled:

*ANACT

ESTABLISHING AT LEAST {L)SPECIAL EDUCATION (SI'ED) CENTER
FOR EACH SCHOOIL. DIVISION AND AT LEAST THREE {3y SPED
CENTERS [N BIG SCHOOL DIVISIONS FOR CHILDREN WITH
SPECIAL  NEEDS  (CSNs), CREATING THE IMPPLEMENTING
MACHINERY THEREQGF, PROVIDING GUIDELINES FOR
GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND OTHER INCENTIVES
AND SUPPORT, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES™

House Bill No. 1565 introduced by Reps. Fualopio "Amang” B, Magsavsay and Mary Ainn
L. Cajavon, entitled:
AN ACT
FSTABLISHING AT LEAST OMNE (1) SPECIAL iiDUCATION (SPED}
CENTER FOR EACH SCHOOL DIVISION ANIF AT LIEAST THREE (3)
SPED CENTERS IN BIG SCHOOL DIVISIONS FOR CHILDREN WITH
S5PECIAL NEEDS  ((USNs), CREATING THE [IMPLEMENTEING
MACHINERY THEREOF, PROVIDING GLUIDELINES FOR
GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND OTHER INCENTIVES
ANEB SUPPORT, AND FOR OTHER PITRPOSES™

House Bill No. 1604 introduced by Reps. Danile Ramon S Fernander and Maria Isabelle
Hreng' Gl Climaco. eniitled:
“ANACT
FSTABLISHING A CENTER FOR FILIPINO GIFTLED AND TALENTED
CHIT.DREN AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THERVEFOR™

House Bill No. 2129 introduced by Reps. Winston "Winnic" Castelo anid Lani Mercado-
Bevilla, entitled:
AN ACT
ESTABLISHING SPECIAL EDUCATION CENTERS FOR CHILDREN

WITH SPECIAL NEEDS IN EVERY LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENIT AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES”

House Rill No. 2177 introdoced by Reps. Danilo Ramon S V'evnandez. Chastopher » Co.
Rude! M. Batocabe, Altredo Garbin, Jroand Darvl Grace J. Abay i, entished:



“ANACT
ESTABLISHING AT LEAST ONE {1} SPECIAL ERUCATION (SPED;
CENTER FOR EACH SCHOOL DIVISION AND AT LEAST THREE 1 3)
SPED CENTERS IN 1BIG SCHOOL THVISIONS FOR CHILDREN Wi
SPECIAL NEEDS {CSNs), CREATING FOR THE P'URPOSE THE
BUREAL OF SPECIAL EDUCATION aND APPROPRIATING FUNDS
THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES”

House BBill No. 2280 imyuduced by Reps. Rufus
Florencio T, Micaflores, Falogio
entitled:

B. Rodrigues. Maximo B. Rodriguez, Ir
“Amang R Magsaysay and Marceling R. Teadoro.

AN ACT

ESTABLISHING AT LEAST ONE (1) SPECIAL EDUCATION {SPE1y)
CENTER FOR EACH SCHOOL DIVISION AND AT LEAST THREE 1%}
SPED CENTERS IN EVERY BIG SCHOOL MVISION FOR CHILDREN
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS (CSN), CREATING THE IMPLEMENTING
MACHINERY THERLEOF, PROVIDING GUIDELINE FUHR
GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND OTHER INCENTIVES
AND SUPPORT FOR OTHFR I'L RPOSES”

Hoeuse Bill No. 3268 inrroduced by Reps. Joseph Victar (3, Ljercito. Rachel Marguetite .
Dl Mar and Cinchona © tiez-Cronzales, engitted:

AN ACT
TO FXPAND  AND REVITALIZE THE SPECIAL EDLCATION

PROGRAM FOR GIFIED AND HANDICAPI'ED CHILDREN AND
YOUTH IN THE PHLLIPPINES™

tiouse Bill No. 3293 introcluced

by Reps. Imelda G. Calixto-Rubjano and Winston "3 nnie”
Castelo, entitled:

“"AN ACT

ESTABLISHING AT LEAST ONE (13 SPECIAL EDUCATEON (SPEY)
CENTER FOR EACH SCHOOL DIVISEON AND AT LEAST THRFEF i.3)
SPED CENTERS IN RIG SCHOOL DIVISHONS FOR CHILDREN WITH
SPFECIAL  NEEDS {CSNs), CREATING TUE  IMPLEMENT NG
MACHINERY THEREQF, PROVIDING GLIDELINES FOR
GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL ABSISTANCE AND OTHER INCENTIVE'S
ANDSLPPORT, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES™”

House Bill No, 3397 jnrroduced by Reps. Rasmond V. Patatine, Rachal Marpuerite 12 Del
Mar. Lurviminda ¢ Hagan, Antonio [ Tinio. Bafasi V. Mariano, Carol Javoe B, Lopez and
Lnterenciana "Cmmi” AL e Jesus, eniitled:

3N ACT
PROVIDBING FOR FREE AND APPROPRIATE PUBRBLIC FDUCATION
FOR FILIPINO CHILDREN AND YOUTH WITH SPLECIAL NEEDS™



House Bill No. 3382 introduced by Reps. Rodolto G Diazon and Apngelo B, Palmones.
TR
“ANACT
T EXPAND AND REVITALIZE THE SPECIAL EDUCATHON

PROGRAM FOR GIFTED AND HANDICAPPED CHILDREN AXND
YOUTH IN THE MHILIPPENES”

House Bill Mo, 4447 introduced by Reps. Ma. Georgina P De Veneciy, Eufranio C. Eniguel,
Mark A, Villar, Carol Jayne B 1oper. Bernadette Hererra-Dy, Josephine Veronique Lacson
Noei and Marta Isabelle Climaco. entitled:
AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR  THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTFERS FOR

CHILDREN WITIL ALUEISYM AND THOSE WITH HEARING ANDD
SPEECH PMIPALRMENT™

House Bilt No, 3728 introduced by Rep, Linabelle Ruth B Villarica, entitled:

“ANACY

INSTITETING  INCILUSIVE  EDUCATION  THROUGH  SPECIAL
EPUCATION IN ALL PUBLIC AND PRIVATE ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY SCTOOLS NATIONWIDE FOR CILLDREN AND YOU'TH
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS AND ESTABLISHMENT OF BUREAL OF
SPECIAL EDUCATION CREATING THE IMPLEMENTING
MACHINERY THEREOYT, PROVIDING GUIDELINES FOR
GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND OTHER INCENTEVES
AND SUPPORT FOR OTHER PLRMSLES™

and House Bill No. 6495  introduced by Reps. Diosdude M. Arroyo, and Gloria M
Macspagal-Arrovo, entitled:
“ANACT
PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF MUNICIPAL  SPECIAL
LRUCATION CENTERS FOR DEAF-MUTE AND BLIND CHILDREN
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSEST

- o kA

. Jda S
has considersd the same and recommends that the attached Hoose Bill No. . — .
entilled

“ANACT
ESTABLISHING AT LEAST ONE (1) SPRCIAL EDUCATION (SPED)
CENTER FOR EACH SCHOOL DIVISION AND AT LEAST THREY (3}
SPRED CENTERS IN BiG SCHOOL DIVISIONS FOR C1ULBREN WITH
SPECTAL NEEDS (C8Ns), PROVIDING GUIDIELINES THEREFOR, AN
FOR OTHER PURPOSES™

he approved in substinion  of  House Bill Nos. 82, 616, 3]2,_832., FORA, I:'vﬁ.i.. 16d4,
2129, 2177, 2280, 3268, 3293, 3397, 3582, 4447, 5724, and 6495 with Reps \"”_1"' 5o
Argara. Syjuco.  Acharon Ir, Hemera-Dy MMagsaysay {F"}‘. l'em.amd-:?. l.. a:.'lcl_n.
Redrigugz( RO, Rodriguez (M. Ljereito. Calixto-Rubiano, Falﬂtmu: Blazu_n‘ M2 Venevi
Vitlarics, Macapagal Arove (D0 Macapagal-Areoyo (3.3, Apuaecible. £:|n1n.m-:—;-\p.~fu;.._.
Sacmiento (Con Lacson-Nogi. Co. Batocabe, Garhin I Abuyon, Mercadou-Revitla



Miratlores, Det Mar, Cruz-Gonzales, Umali (C.), Enerio-Ceriiles, Gunisundo I, Aglipay,
Ferriol, Catamco, Palmones, Hagan, Cajavon, De Jesus, Tinio, Climaco, Mariano. Primicias-

Agabas, Enpuel, Villar, Lopez (C.J.), Cabaluna {ll, Aumentado. Almario, Eomuatdo, and
Teodoro as authors thereot.

Respectfully submitted,

THE HONORABLE SPEAKER

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
QUEZON CITY



Repubhic of the Philippines
[HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVLS
Quezon Ciry

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
Third Regular Session

) - Dby oAy
HOUSEBILL NO. O Jd<4 !
Tz substitution of House Bill Nos. R2, B16, 812, B32.1080.1505.1604, 2129, 7177,
2280, 3268, 3293, 3397 3582, 417, 3728 andl HlGs
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INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES YaAp (5.0, ANGARA SYJUCD, ACHARDN
IR HERRERA-DY, MAGSAYSAY (£} FERNANDEZ, CASTEI O RODRIGUES (R 3
RODRIGUEZ (MR, FIERCITO, CALIXTO-RUBIANG. PAI ATING, RIAZON, i'L
VENECIA, VILLARICA, MACAPAGAL ARROYO (D), MACAPAGA|-ARROY D [ 1.
APACIBLE, ZAMORA-APSAY, SARMIENTO (Lo LACSON-NOEL. OO, BATOE A0
GARBIN JR. ADBAYON. MERCADO-REVILLA. MIRATLORES, NMEL MAR. CRL 7.
GUNZALES. UMALY {00 ENERIO-CERILLES, GUNIGLNDO | AGLIPAY, FERRIC _
CATAMUO, PALMONES, ELAGAN, CAJAYON. DE IESES. TN, TN AL )
MARIANG. PRIMICIAS-AGABAS, ERIGUEL, VIL1.AR. LOPEZ, CABALUNN O]
ALMENTADO, ALMARIO, ROMUALDO, and TEQGDORD

AN ACT
ESTABLISHING AT [LEAST ONE (1} SPL.CIAL TDUCATION {SPEDR) CENTER
FOR EACH SCHOOL DIVISION AND AT LEAST THRT - (3} SPLDY CENT RS
I BIG SCHOOL DIVISIONS FOR CHIT.DREN WITH SFECTIAL NEEDS ((5h .
PROVIDING GLIDELINES THERLFOR, ANIDD FOR OTIER PURPOSLS

Be it enacted by the Serate und House af Representatives of the Philippees
{ongress asserdiled:

-

SECTION 1. ¥ite, “This Act shall be known as the “Spicciat Eedrcol n

(SPED) Agy af g2

SEC. 2 Dectaration of Polics Tiis hereby declared e policy of the State

protect and promote the rights of children with spectal newds [(CSN) to qualiv
education anid o take appropriate steps to make suck educaiion accessible o the .
The Srate recopnizes their vital role in society and endeavors 1o inclhiske their needs v
mtegral part of nationai develapment stratepias.

It is alse the policy of the Swre to give funli suppact fioe their welfare 5 d

vevelopment. ensure their [ull integration in society. as well 1- fcititaie their wade
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piriicipation in the affairs of the Srate. Towards this end and also pursuant e e
mandate stated in the f957 Constinetion yvSection 13, Anicle 11 Secuan 13, Anicle
ML and sections 1and 2, parapraphs 1 and 3. Arsicle XV Articte 3 of President:al
Lizerez No, 603 (The Chifd And Yourh Welfare Caded and Serciiong 12-14 of Rapubtic
Aot N 1277 (Magna Carte For The Disabled). the Staie sball instimhionaiize an
dieguate and refevant educational program for every USN theomph the establstiment
<7 SPED Centers and the peovision of vilal support mechanisms for such. Thus. all
CSNLinany degree of sensory, physical orintellecmal disabilily or needs. shall have
tne oppurlunity to be developed in the most enhancing environment cunsistent with
e provision of a quality education that best meets their needs.
SEC. 3. Ohjectives. The objectives of the SPED oy of 2012 are:
a. Ta provide CSN  access to basic 2ducation througii the termal sysien: and
other alernanyve delivery senvices in edacation,

b, lo facilitate integranon of TSN with mainstream edocation:

]

o ensure that ©SN fully develop their potentials owards sell suffwieme
and became more effectiy e parners in the affairs ol the coniney:

d. To ensure that CSN understand. appreciate and respact difterences amangst
oroups and members in society and also to nederstamd the nature of

society iy which they live:

2. Toidentily pifted and ralented childrer from ages three {31 1o sixt2en {16k

f To provide the parents with information on the 11l comineum off SPED
services and possible placement options for thei chiltren thus  enadle
them to miake intformed choices and declsions:

2. I'o enhance the role of parents, teachers and othor caregivers as prioir

educaturs and caregivers of the children by equipping theni witn

|2
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capabililies t identify. prevent. refer or intervenc with the developmenal
disorders and disabilities of children:

h. To invelve private groups, local govemment units (LGLs) and naticnal
agencies other than the Depantment of Fducation (MDepEd) In he
education of CAN; and

1. To create significant and positive changes in community attitudes wwznds
disability and she need o provide special education and proper care Dor
TSN

SEC. 4 DNefinition of Terms. -

For purposes of this Act, the following 1+ s

are defined:

a.  Disahility refers 1o any of the foflowing:

1) a physical or mental impatrment that substantially limits  one or
more psychalogical. physiolozival or anatomical function of an individa or
activities of such indiyidual:

2yarecord of such an impaimment: or

3) being regarded as having such an impairment,

Impaireient refers woany less. diminution or aberration of psxchotogi:al,
physialogicul or anatomical stnicture or function.
¢. Handicap refers w a disadvartage of an individual, resulting trom an
tmpaiment or a disability, that limits or prevents the function or acii.in
that is considered nurmal given the ape and gender ol the individual.
d.  Persons with disabifitiex (PID; tefer to those suffering from resirictio - or
different abilities, as a resuit of a mental, physical, sensory or neurslogical
Impawrnient, o perlormi an activiey i the manner or within the e

comsidered normal lor 2 human heing.

i
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e.  Marghudized disudvansaged  persons  with disabilities tefer 1o disabled

persons who lack access 1o rehakilitative services and  educational
opportunities due 1o povenry. abandoument, iilness and other forms of
neplect. For purposes of this Act tie word “poor” relers to persons who
either have no weans of liselihood or have incomes below the povery
threshold as determined by the National Statistics Coordinating Board
(NSCB )

Children with special needy (CSN) refer 1o those who are gifled or are 1ast
learners; and those who are disabled. impaired or handicapped and in need
of special education as well as services for rehabilitation. Thes differ from
the average children in mental characteristics, sensory  abilitics.
neuromuseular av physical characterisiics. and social allributes, o such an
extenl that requires the use of modibed school practices or special
education services o develop them w maxnnoum capability. They may he
classitied as follows:

1. Cifted children and fast fearners are those capable of superior
performance including those with demonstrated achicvement or
potential abilicy in one or mare of the following areas: veneral
inteliectual  ahilily, specific academic apliude, creative or
productive thinking abitity, leadership ability, ability in the
visual or performing arts and psyehomotwr ability, or thos2
individuals who consistently manifest the following cluster of
traits: above average ability (including inteligence), high
creativity (implies  the  derelopmental  appreciation  of

innovative ideasy and hiph ask commitment {related to a high
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depree of motivation) and those wha by reason ihereof, reuire
services or activities not ordinarily prov idled by (he schoo.
Children with meniad retordation’ imellectial dlisability are
thase who have snbstantial limitation in present tunctic ning
characietized by  significant sib-average  intefleriual
functioning existing concurrendy witl related limitatiors in
o or more of the appiicable adaptive skill  areas:
communication.  self-care,  home leving,  social  skills,
community use. self-direction, health and safety. fonctonal
academucs, leisure and work,

Children with  visual impuirment are Whose who are bl or
have low vision. Persons are blind H they have visual capacity
ot 20/200 or less in the better eve aftr max mum correction,
The low vision persons retain relativehy low degree o vision
and c¢an read only enlarged print or recuigr print under special
conditions.

Children with hearing impairment arc \hose who ane denf or
hard-of-hearing. Deaf persons are those whose hearing arc
non-functonal tor ordinary purposes in lile. The hard-af-
hearing bave a  defective sense of hearing that is funciional
with ar without a hearing aid.

Children with hehavior probfemy ure those whoe cannot azjost
to the sociafly accepted norms of belurior and. Conseruently
disrupt their academic progress. the 'carning iforis of their

classmates and ioterpersonal relations,

A
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Children with  orthopedic pinsical Acinificap are those whose
impairment permanently or temporarily interleres with the
normal functions of the joints. muscles or limbs,

Children with special health problemy are those who have
bealth conditions that tend 1o keep children aut-of-schoal or
those with chronic andior debilitating i'nesses such as cardiac
(heart) diseases, asthma. diabetes, whercyulosis and  other
respieatory allmenls. carcenomza, cpilepsy. malnutrition and
others.

Children with learning disabilities  are those who although
normal in sensory, emotional and intelicctual abilities exhibit
disorders in perception, listening. thinking, reading. writing.
spelling or arihmetic. They have such conditions as percepial
handicap, brain injury, minimal brain vsPinerion, dyslexia ar
developmeniat aphasia.

Children with speech defects arc those whose speech differs
trom the average so far as to draw unfivorable attention to the
manner of speaking rather than to the thought conveyed.
Children with gutism are those with developmental disabilities,
the onset of which nccurs before thinty (301 months of age and
which is marked by disturbance in developrient. laneuare and
relationship with persons. activities and objeers and which may
coextst with imellecmal disabiliey and cpilepsy. Children
alflicted with this disorder have perceplual.  cosnitive.

comimumicatian and social difficubies v hicli chanwre over 1ime.
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Y. Chifdren with mitlei-handicaps are those with more than One

disability  such as the deaf-blind ar those diagnosed with
auttsm and inkellecigal disability.

Anxilivey aitds and services  refer to services that are basically nim-

education, but enhance on the cducation process of the child with spe il

needs. These inelwde:

1. Therapy;

ke

ualified  Inlerpretations  or  other cliective methods  of

delivering materials 1o individuals with nEaring impaicrments .

Lt

- Quatificd Reading, aped tests or ather ellective methods of
delivering materials 10 individuals with visual impaitments:

- Acquisition or madification of equipment or divices; and

L

- Other similar services ard actions oc afl types of aids iad
services that facilitare the learning process of people w 1h
mental disabitiiy.

Special mstructional materials refer to tr::xthﬁﬂhs in Bealle, large tvpe or

any other mediu or any apparats that convey information to a siuden: or

oltherwise contributes w the |earnin B Rrocess,

Private sectar purricipation refers o all torms of indispensable, substantiul

and meaningtid panicipation of privale individuals. partnerships, group: or

calttics,  community-based  organizatons o Non-g0vermmen:al
organizations in the deliveny of educational and rehabilitative services ‘or
stucents and (SN

HRasic Fdneation refers 1o hinderparicn. ar least six (f) years of elementiv

education and at least four t4) vears of secondary educanon.
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Special Education reiers 1o basic education that takes into account e
specidl needs of both disabled children and gifted clildren.  This is &
systematic #nd Jdeliberate process thar enabics TSN 1o achieve functional
fteracy and  Lhe highest tevel of their individual potential and capacinn. It
15 also defined as that tpe of education wilored o meet the needs ol
children who cannot protit because of or exceptional abilities. SPED s
geared towards integration of CSN with mainstream education: and
Frnctional literucy tefers 10 the level of lieracy necessary for the student
or child to become a usetud citizen and effcetive member of society.

SEC. 5. Coverage. — This Act shall cover all students and children with specia’
nzeds (CSNY nationwide.

SEC. 6. SPED Centers in Regular Schoofs. — At least ane {11 SPED center for
ezch school division and a: least three 131 SPEIY centers in hig schoo! divisions shal;
he established in regular schools. wiwre there are no existing SPED centers. Thess
S711¥ centers shall be adiministered by thie priceipal of the regular school.

The SPED Center shall function as the resource cener for the implemenration

0T Inclusive education thar will accept all kinds of children on regular schools, It

shiatl:
a. support CSN o be inregrated included in regular sehowls;
b conduet school-based wratnune of C8N:
. produce apprapriate teaching marenals for CSN; and
d. conduct ssseasment of CHN.

It shall also be the responsibilits of the SPED Centers 1o assist, facilitate, and
monitor the transfersadmission of qualified children witli disabilities ™ post-

seeondary ot tertiary education instuons,



da

Facli SPED Center shall have specialized teachers who can handle chijdren

and youth with special needs who may include But shall not he limited o those with
visual impairment, hears NZ 1mpaiment, autism, learning isabilitics. beha oral
problems. multiple disabilities. mental retardationhandicap and moental gifredness.

Regular teachers currenty handling special cducation of CSN shall hencetodh
be classified as SPED teachers,

There shali be an assistant principal for each SPII? Center who bl
administer and supervise the alternative educational progrins; carly mienvenion
Programs; imonitonng, supervision. and provision of technical assistance. training.
and enhanceenent programs to SPET personnel;  referral and placement procedires:
and marsee the other components of the special education program. The assistant
principal shall also be responsible for the tormation and supervision of placciieni

commitiee as well as in the resalution of disagrecments on placement and services.

SCEC. 7. Other Personnel of SPED Centers, — The adininistrative core and

rlacement committee of the SPED unit shall COnsist ol;

a. Ome (1) cducational psychologist er psychometriciang
h. Ome (1) physical therapist;
c. One (1) oceupational therapist:

d. One {13 speech and languape thevapist/speech correciion teacler; and

e

One (1) education supervisor,

They shall also be jointly tasked 1o develop and musintain a data bank it
special education in their respective jurisdictions. The placenicit committes shal. . in
consultation with and active participation ol  parents among others, ensure thap

students with disabilitics are educated as close as possihie o dheir homes and
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wlongside their age-appropriate peer groups. and that these stedents atiend their local
»rhoots or travel the shortest distance to avail of educational services..

SLC. 8 Mineramt SPED Teachers. — ltincrant SPEDY ieuchers shall also he
appointed whenever necessary, They shall assist isolated or remote schools with
wpecialized cyuipment, individual programs. curriculum adjustnient, ieaching aids andd
tuilding modifications,

SEC. 9. duthority of the Secretary of Education to ive Grans to. or Enfer
Jato Covuperative Arrangementy Jow the Creation of SPED Centers. — The Secretany of
tdacation js hereby authwrized to give ETanis 1o, or =nier i couperaiive
drrangenients or conlracts with public or private non-profit upencies. institusions or
Crgamzations [or the establishment or ereation of SPED conters for CSN or  for
roprams such as the following:

a.  lTechnical assistance to SPET) centers:

b Training of professionals or reluted services persinnel who are preparing

10 5crve or are serving TSN

¢ Replication uf successful innovative approaches in providing educational

or related services to CSN;

d.  Facilnation of parentzl invaelvement in the education of their C3N;

e.  Diagnosis and educational evaluation of CSN;

. Consultative. counseling and training services {orthe families ot CSN: or

g.  Familianization of the municipality or city being served by a SPEE center

with the problems and potentislities of such childeen

SEC. 100 Continuing Research to Kdentify: Needs of ©'5A - The DepCd b
jgelt’ or in assogialion with organizations or mstitations shall undertake continuing

research w identily and desigm programs that shail mcer the {ull range of needs ol the
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CSN: Provided, That sueh conunuing research shall also be used ta develop

Instrictional techniques for use by the SPED {Centers towards improving OS5~
acquisition of skills necessary for their transition 1o independent living, vocational

Iriming or compelizive development: Provided, further, That sucly cantinuing research

shall further be used to design physical education and therapentic reereation program

for use by the Centers to increase the potential of CSN for community participation,

SEC. L1, Student Assistance. — The DepEd shall provide Iinancial assistanze

W economically marginalized but deserving students with special meeds at e

elementary and secondary levels which may come in the form of scholarship graics:
allowances for transportation. food, lodging, and books; studen: loan pragrams:

artistic and cultural [WIEs: Lraining  programs; subsidies; and other incemiyes.

Marginalized o disadvantaged persons with disabilities and thase coming fr m

indigenous communities shall be the prionty in the grant of the aforesaid assistance.

Special equipment like wheelchair, eruches, special tailet and Inoiene
reqlurements, hearing aids, eveplasses, and such other assistive deviees required v
the students to optimize education and paricipation in the educational process shall
alse be provided for tres

or at discounted rates w deserving stodents and at LTV

affordable rates in general through a reasonabie funding scheme that shall be desipiied

by the DepEd.

SEC. V2. Medicad Asvistance, - The Depkd shall prepare a scheme that 11l
ensure adequate and free medical ussistance and intervention nrograms, including
those essential o the student or child’s rehabilitation like therapy, pevchome:ric
assessments, medical examinations and the like with government clinics, hosp als
and other health tucilities, In case the medical service is not oficred by the neares or

accessible government health facility, or cunnot be obtined by reason of eniti.:al
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immediacy, of needs u more specialized or advanced treatment, CSN shat| be

entitled 10 twenty percent (20%: discount from the services of any private hospinsd
v clinie: Provided, That these privare hospitals and clinics may claim the cost as tax

cradit

SEC. 13, Nuweritional Programs. — The nutritional pragrams for TSN shall ha
supervised by the Natiunal Nurision Couneil (NNCY and the Departmient of liealkth
{120H) in coordination with the LGU! health u:icer.

SEC. ¥4, bsreblivhment of Speciclized Dav Core Centers. — Day care cenlers
specially designed for pre-school children and their parencs, where early tdeniliculion
ut disabilities and special aceds and introductory educational and imecvention
prrograms will he administered, shail also he established near or within gxisting SPLED
vznters or those that will be created by the DepFd with the support of the Department
uf Social Welfare and Development iDSW D and LGL in the area. As far as
practicable, the use of existing day care centers and facilities shall be maximized.

SEC. V3. Recreational and Arvistic Upporrunities,  The DepEd shall instinue
4 program tor CSN that will afford them full epportanities for sate and wholesome
reereation and activities, individual as well as social, for aptimal use of their leisure
bours and tor the advancemanr of their physical, mental, social and cultural
Jevelopmen:t.

SEC. 16, Remuneration and Benetits. - The SPED teachers and school
administrators managing SPED centers and special schools shall be assigned a salan
urade thatr is three {3) salary grades higher thar that of a regular eacher and schood
adrmirustrater, respectively.

The Deptd shall cnhance he dght of the teachers/instructors ko prolessional

advancement and ensure that the teaching siall will attract the hest available talents
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\brough adequate remuneration, scholarship and rraming grants. teacher exchasge
programs, incentives and allowances snd other means of securing job satisfacuon and
fulfillment as well as their long and stable tenure in (heir FeSpeCtive posts. A simoar
program shall be designed for suppont personnel like mwerpreters. psycholopists,
sucial workers and others also invelved in the education and rehabilitation of the
child.

The Depid shall idenlify at least ome (1) leading instisution or UTHVETSIEY 1N
Luzon. Visayas and Mindanao whose faculty ts considered or regarded as highly
competent in the area of special educatton and where a wiiform or standardized
curmiculum tor any post-graduate education program shall he desipned o henoiii
SPED teachers and other personnel of SPED centers. The manner of selection of s scli
insttution shail be provided under the Implementing Rules and Regulalions ol iy
Al

SLCNT. Parenr. Sibling and Caregiver Educution. - 1here shall be a formai
raining and counseling program for parens. siblings, and caregivers of €SN lur
them 1o acyuire a working knowledge ol special education, gain an understanding ol
ihe psychology of CSN. and be aware of their crucial ole 3+ educators so that 1761
maxinuze their knowledge and skitls for optimum devetopment of the notentials of
e cheld.

SR 18, Special Inseructional Magerials. - Publishers shall grant the Denkd
the authority to transcribe adopled insiructional materiaks int Braille, large type Lo
audio-tape without penaslty or payment of rovaliy. Furthenore, an or befoee <he
second  (2™) working day after the adoprion of lextbook titles by the [Deplid. each

publisher of newly awdopted instroctional materials shall provide competerized fites as

L)



speitiied by the Deplid which may be copied and distributed upan reguest. 1o a school
division fer insuructional purposss.

Copies of these instructional matentals shall he fumished without cost to either
the stadem or teacher who ts blind or visually impaired. The matertals are 0 be
loaned 1o the public school distrier and are to be renrned when no Tonger needed.

SEC Y fncentives o Privare Sectar Participation. — Yarinership hetween the
go.emment and private inslitulions catering o the needs of C5N shall be encouragad.
Al pratits and ineome generated by the SPED Center derived {rom its fundamental
funzuon as an educational institotion shall be exempt from income x. Amy donatton.
vortnbution, bequest and gramt which may te made {o the cunter shall he exempt
frome donor's tax and the same shall be considered as allowable deduction from the
2Tuss income in the computation of the meome wx of the donor in accordance with
the provisions of the Nadoad Mternal Revente Code of 1997, 05 amended: Provided.
LEar such donations shall not be disposed of_ wransierred or sold. Feonomic, technicad
ar.l culwral books and/or publications shatl be imported duty-tree upon certificunion
by the Depkd thar such impored books and’or publicatioms sre tor cconomic,
technical. vocational, scientific, philosaphical. historical or cultural porposes. in
accordance with the provisions ol the tanff and customs code, as amended.

SEC. 200 Focel Government Unit Parlicipation The TGy shall be
tespronsitle tor the {ollowing:

a. Provision of buildings or centers  which are CSN-riendly and sites where

there are no cxisting school facilitics that may be used for the speciai

education of 5N, as well as the establishment ol day care pursuant

Sece. 15 hersal;
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Orgamzation of onz (1) parent-teacher association  for CSN in even

school bitering special edueation in their respective jurisdictions,

¢. Identification. courdination and the tapping ol public or private oluntesrs
and  private organizations, national or interoational, for informution
dissemination campaigns. funding procrams and olher projects 10 aupment
the tunding for SPFI) programs and equipment, among others: and

d.

Provision of counterpart funds for the training and seminars of parents and
teachers, and nutritionat programns tor the CSN in their respective [ocalities
to be determined by the Depkd. in coordination with the Department of
Budget and Management (DBAM ) and the Depariment of Finange 11011,

SEC. 21, Public nformution, Edwcation and Commenicarion. — A nalionwide
intormaton dissemination campaign on the provention, carly identtfAcation anc
rlervention  programs for CSN shall be inensified. This shall be the Joine
rexpensibility of the Philipaine Information Ageney (PTA)Y, Councit for the Weltare o
Children {(CWC) and 1he Deplbd. The DepEd. in collahoration with the DO and
Department of Labor and Empioyment (DOTE). shall also disseminale materials and
information concerning effeciive practives in working with, Lraining and educaling
O8N

SEC. 22 Appropriciions. - The Secretary of the Lepid shall immediarel,
imclude in the Depariment’s programs the implementation of this Act, the funding oY
which shatl be included inthe menndd General L ppropriations Ace.

SEC. 23, Implemenring Ruley and Regndations. — The DepTd. in coordinatiun
with the THWT, DILG. DOH, DOF. BIR, CW and Naional Council on Disabilne
Affairs (INCTXAY, shall promulpate and issue tha necessary puidelines for the crearic

and operation of SPLD Centers within sixey (60} davs after the elTectvity of dhis Aet

™
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SEC. 24 Sepavability Clanse - 1f Tor any reason, s provision or part hereol 15
decizred invalid, other provistons not affected thereby shall remain in full force and
eltect.

SEC. 25, Repealing Clanse. ANl laws, decrees. executive orders. reles and
T2 AHONs conlrary or inconsistent with rthe provisions of this Act are hereby repealed
or mdiited accordingly.

SEC. 2o, Eftectiviry, — This Act shall wke effect fifreen (13) days  afer ils
publization in two (2) newspapers of general circulation.

Approved
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OB.ECTIVES:
= To provide children with special neads {CEN} access o basic education:
« Toensure that CSN fully develop their abilities, talents interasts and all azpect

of their development to become more responsible for their lives and more
effective partners in all the affairs of the state:



Tao inform and equip parents, caregivers and teachers with the capabilities to
identify, prevent, refer and intervene with the disabilities of children and their
developmental disorders: and

To invelve private groups, local govemnment units and national agencies in the
education of CSN.

KEY PROVISIONS:

Defines CSN as those who are gifted and those who are handicapped:

Establishes at least one specia! education (SPED} center for each schoo! division

and at least three (3) SPED centers in big school divisions where there are no
existing SPED centers:

Mandates full continuum of educationat services by DepEd to those CSN below
school age through regular home visits, consultations, day care activities and any
other proper medium or program:

Enhances the right of teachers and support personnel to professional

advancement thraugh adequate remuneration. scholarship and training grants
and other incentives:

Frovides financial assistance to economically marginalized but deserving CSN
at the elementary and secondary levels:

Ensures adeguate and free medical assistance and intervention pragrams for
CSN;

Grants incentives to private institutions catering to the needs of CSN: and

Mandates local government units to be responsitie for the provision of CEN-
frendly sites and counterpart funds for fraining and seminars of parents and
teachers in their respective localities.

RELATED LAWS:

R.A. No. 7277 — Magna Canta for Disabled Persons
F.D. 603 - Child and Youth Weffare Code o
Sec. 13, Article If, Article Xl and Article XIV- 1987 Philinpine Constitution



