Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Cuezon Ciry

Filteenth Congress
Third Regular Session

COMMITTEE REPORTNO. 247 8
22 NOV 2012

submitted by the COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC INFORMATION on

X s
FE: House Ei]] Mo, EJ 7 0 9

~ Recommending its approval in substitution of House Bill Nos, 4121, 1055 and 3838

Sponsors: Representatives Ben P Evardone, Teddy A. Casifio. Rufus B, Rodriguez, and Raymond V. Palatino

MRE. SPEAKER:

The Committes on Public Information to which were referred House Bill No. 4121 introduced by Reps. Teddy
A. Casifio and Neri Javier Colmenares entitled:
AN ACT REQUIRING THE USE OF SIGN-LANGUAGE [NSETS FOR LOCAL NEWS
PROGRAMS, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTION 22 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. F2TTAS
AMENDED BY REPUBLIC ACT 9442;

House Bill No. 1055 introduced by Reps. Rufus B. Rodriguez and Maximo B. Rodriguez Ir, entitled:
AN ACT REQUIRING ALL FRANCHISE HOLDERS OR OPERATORS OF TELEVISION

STATIONS, PRODUCERS OF TELEVISION PROGRAMS, HOME VIDEQ PROGRAMS AND
MOTION PICTURES TO HAVE THEIR PROGRAMS AND FILMS BROADCAST WITH CLOSED-

CARTION-AND-RROVIDING PENALTIES FORAICLATION-THEREQF-and

House Bill No. 3838 introduced by Rep. Raymond V. Palatino entitled:

AN ACT REQUIRING ALL FRANCHISE HOLDERS OR OPERATORS OF TELEVISION
STATIONS, PRODUCERS OF TELEVISION PROGRAMS, HOME VIDED PROGRAMS AND
MOTION PICTURES TO BROADCAST OR PRESENT THEIR PROGRAMS AND FILMS WITH
CLOSED-CAPTION AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREQF.

5 Q
has considerad the same and recommends that the attached House Bili Nu.b 7 G,‘:-mii[cd:

“AN ACT REQUIRING THE USE OF FILIPINO SIGN LANGUAGE INSETS FOR: LOCAL MNEWS
PROGRAMS, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTION 22 OF REPUBLIC ACT MO, 7277 A5
AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE ‘MAGNA CARTA FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES”

be approved in substitution of House Bill Nos. 4121, 1055 and 3838 with Representatives Teddy A Casiio, Neri
Javier Colmenares, Rufus B. Rodrizuez, Maximo B. Redriguez, Ir., Ravmond V. Palatino, and Ben P. Evardone
as authors thereaf,




THE HONORABLE SPEAKER
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
QUEZON CITY

Respectfully submitted:

BEN F. EVARDONE
Chairman
Committee on Public Information




REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
QUEZON CITY

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
Third Regular Session

A — Q
HOUSE BILL N0.8 703
in substitution of House Bill Nos. 4121, 1055 and 3858

Ju.nod iced by Representatives Teddy A. Casifie, Neri Javier Colmenares, Ru ufus B. Rodriguez, Maximo B. Rodrigusz,

, Raymond V. Palatino, Ben F. Evardone, Rodante D. Marcoleta, Rachel Marguer qte B. Del Mar, Teddy Brawner
Hag;m at. Jr. Jim Hataman-Salliman, Mercedes K. Alvarez, Raden C. Sakaluran. Victorino Dennis M. Socrates. Ma.
Victoria R. Sy-Alvarado, Mark Aeron H. Sambar, Abigail Faye C. Ferriol, Irw jin C. Tieng, Miel Benadict A. Montgjo,
Cinchona Cruz-Gonzales, Sharon 5. Garin, Bemadette R. Herrera-Dry, Rogelio J. Espina, Josefina M. Joson, Leopoldo M.
Bataail. Rodel M. Batocabe. Lani Mercado-Bevilla, Rodolfo B. Albano, Lorenzo R. Tafada [11, Roman T. Romulo, Jorge
“Bolet™ Banal, Danilo Suarez, Ma. Milagros “Mitos” Magsaysay, Walden F. BcIJn Fodolfo W. Antoning, Giorgidi B.

Acpabas, Kaka Bag-ao and Emmeline Y Aglipay e

“ANACT
REQUIRING THE USE OF FILIPINO SIGN LANGUAGE INSETS FOR LOCAL NEWS
PROGRAMS, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTION 22 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO.
7277, AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE ‘MAGNA CARTA FOR PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES™

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress
assembled:

SECTION 1. Section 22 of Republic Act No. 7277, as amended. otherwise known as the “Magna

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES R o

2 Carta for Persons with Disabilities’, is hereby further amended to read as follows:

= “Sec. 22. Broadeast Media. — ALL FREE-TO-AIR [T]television stations [shall

4 be encouraged] ARE REQUIRED to provide [a] FILIPINO sign language insets,

S AND-WHERE POSSIBLE_CLOSED. CAPTION or subtitles—in—at-leastfone L 1)] e
f TWO (2) newscast programs & day and special programs covering events of national

7 significance.”

8 THE FREE-TO-AIR TELEVISION STATIONS MAY LIKEWISE OPT TO

) PROVIDE FOR FILIPINO SIGN LANGUAGE INSETS IN OTHER PROGRAMS
10 SUCH AS THOSE PERTAINING TO CULTURAL AFFAIRS, LIVELIHOOD AWD

|1 THOSE CATERTNG TO CHILDREN.
12 SEC. 2. Repealing Clause. — All laws, decrees, letters of instruction. resolutions, orders, ordinances
& or parts thereof which are inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, are hereby repealed, amended. or
14 meodified accordingly.
I3 SEC. 3. Effectivity. — This Act shall take effect fifieen (15) days after its complete publication mn at
16 least two (2) newspapers of national eirculation.
17 Approved

Fri; sign language sub bill attached 1o CR.
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4121

HOUSE BILL No.

Introduced by Reps. TEDDY A. CASINO and NERI JAVIER COLMENARES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Concerned with the welfare of persons with disabiliries, the State affirms and mandates the
rehabiliaton, self-development and integration of Persons with Disabi hines (PWDs) mro

rnsreaTTSeeiery-throush. lu;‘T.:-l Llic Aot MNo 3277 ar the Ma r Pers

Disabiliges. Through the said law television stamons are encouraged to use subtutles or sign-
language interpreters in their newscast programs. However, 1t can be observed that none of

the major Memro Manila news pr rOgrams 4re regularly using subtitles or sign-language INSETs

1 their reports. Some regional stanons are actually nohzing sien language insets with the

help of non-government orgamizagons. Unformnately, their mother stations do not practice

the same.

With around a million PWDs, including those who are deaf, there 1s a long-standing yet
unheeded call to use subtitles or sign language on TV. Withour these aids, those Shoae
hearing-impaired are deprived of omely and relevant informaton that bhroadcast news

provides.

It should also be considered that less than 5% of the reported 120,000 hearing-unpaired are
literate or have received any form of schooling, according to the Philippine Deat Resource
Center. This is why Filipino sign language s preferred over captions.

J_h]_nu‘*ll TS DEOPOSE o l:u_l, THE ST Trretiaw ) i ]‘T'H“f'.iﬂ.'ﬂ‘:g?m""
impatred, It may also pave the way for more captioned or sien- 1:111gL age mterprered

Prooralns in the fumnre.

Cifhrosed,

T oA e
/\ -Cﬁ‘rr'r-—— \—w %
"DDY A. CASINO NERI JAVIER CO*LHE?\’&R“Q
Bayan Muna Party-List l'i huyq)ﬂ Muna Party-list lI \

N




Republic of the Philippines
Quezon City

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
First Regular Session

HOUSE BILL No. 4121

AN ACT
REQUIRING THE USE OF SIGN-LANGUAGE INSETS FOR LOCAL NEWS
PROGRAMS, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTION 22 OF REPUEBLIC
ACT 7277, AS AMENDED BY REPUBLIC ACT 9442

Be it enacied by the Senate and House of Represeniatived af 100 L Hipimes i Congress wrsem bt

SECTION 1. Shery Titd. — This Act shall be known as the “Sign-language msets fior Mews

Programs Act of 2011.7

SECTION 2. Deslaration of Paticy. — It is the Government’s concern and responsibility to
make telecommunications and mass media available to persons with disabilities for their
rehabilitation, self-development and self-reliance as provided by Republic Act No. 7277 ar
the “Magna Carta for Persons with Disabilities™ and the Philippine Constitution which

upholds the nght o mformanon.

SECTION 3. Section 22 of Republic Act No. 7277 or the “Magna Carta for Person with
Disabilities,” 25 amendad by Republic Act No. 9442, 1s hereby amended ro read as follows:

*Zee 27 Broadeast Media — ALL LOCAT. television statdons shall be
REQUIRED ta provide a sign-language inset, AND [F POSSIELE,
subntlesin at legst TWO (2} newscast programs a day and special

programs covering events of national significance.”

SECTION 4. Copstatstzonadity. — Should any provision of this Act be declared invalid or
uncensurunonal, the validiy or consumponality of the other provisions shall not be affected

thereby.

SECTION 5. Repealing Classe. — All laws, decrees, letters of mstrucnons, resolugons, orders,
ordinances or parts thereof which are inconsistent with the prowisions of this Act, are hereby

repealed, amended, or modified accordmgly.

SECTION 6. Effetrzty. — This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days afeer its publicanon in

two (2) newspapers of general circulation.

Aiiuped,
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City, Metro Manila

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
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House Bill No. 3 8 3 8

Introduced by Kabataan Party-List Rep. Raymond V. Palatino

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Magna Carta for Persons with Disabilities states:
“Disabled persons have the same rights as other people to take their proper
place in society. They should be able to live freely and as independently as
possible, This must be the concern of everyone—the family, community and

all government and nongovernment organizations.”

Television and motion pictures are undeniably today's top sources of information
and entertainment. According to Nielsen Media Research, television remains the Filipinos®
preferred medium of getting their daily dose of information, whether in terms of news
content or advertising. Despite this, television and cinema remain inaccessible to Filipinos
with hearing impairment, as most television programs and films do not have closed
captions or subtitles that can help deaf persons to fully comprehend the content of news

and entertainment programs and films.

This bill seeks to require the broadeast of television programs and showing of
motion pictures and other audio-visual presentations with closed caption and providing
penalties for violation thereof as a [tling response to the needs of hearing impaired
individuals. Closed-caption is & method of captioning or subtitling of television, home
video programs and films for hearing-impaired or foreign language viewers without
interfering with the normal television picture and films, by coding captions as vertical
interval data signal which is decoded at the receiver and superimposed on the

Lelevision picture or on films of motion pictures,
In view of the foregoing, the passage of this hill is earnestly sought. ﬁ ';/

Hon. Raymond V. Palatino
Representative, Kabataan Party-List
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REPUBLIC OF THE FHILIPPINES

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City, Metro Manila

FIFTEENTH CONGRESS
First Regular Session

House Bill No. 3 8 3 &

Introduced by KABATAAN Party-list Rep. Raymond V. Palatino

AN ACT
REQUIRING ALL FRANCHISE HOLDERS OR OPERATORS OF TELEVISION STATIONS,
PRODUCERS OF TELEVISION PROGRAMS, HOME VIDEO PROGRAMS AND MOTION
PICTURES TO BROADCAST OR PRESENT THEIR PROGRAMS AND FILMS WITH
CLOSED-CAPTION AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Republic of the
Philippines assembled:

SECTION 1. Declaration of Policy. — 1t is hereby declared the policy of the State to
ensure that the needs and well-being of persons with physical infirmities will be
given particular attention by providing them the equal opportunity to have access
to information on maitters of public concern and enjoy life as a person without

physical impairment does.

SECTION 2. Definition of closed-caption. — As used in this Act, closed-caption shall
mean a method of captioning or subtitling of television, home video programs and
films for hearing-impaired or foreign language viewers without interfering with the
normal television picture and films, by coding captions as vertical interval data
signal which is decoded at the receiver and superimposed on the television picture

or on films of motion pictures.

SECTION 3. Closed-captioning of new programs and motion pictures. — All franchise
holders, owners or operators of television stations, producers of television
programs, home video programs and motion pictures shall be required to have their
programs and films with closed-captions in order to benefit persons with hearing
impairment. Provided, however, that the words of the close-captioning will be in the

language spoken in the same program.
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SECTION 4. Penalties. — Any franchise holder or operator of television stations,
producer of television programs, home video programs and motion pictures, who
shall vinlate the provision of Section 3 shall be punished by a fine of not less than
fifty thousand pesos (P530,000.00] nor more than one hundred thousand
pesos (P100,000.00) or by imprisonment of not less than six (6) months nor
more than one (1) year or both such fine and imprisonment at the discretion of

the Court.

In case the offender is a corporation, partnership or association, or any other
juridical person, the president, manager, administrator, or the person-in-charge of
the management of the business shall be liable therefore. In addition, the license

or permit to operate its business shall be cancelled.

If the offender is an alien, in addition to the penalties herein prescribed, he shall,
after service of sentence, be deported without further proceedings on the part of the

Bureau of Immigration.

SECTION 5. Implementing  Rules and  Regulations. —  The Mational
Telecommunication Commission and the Movie and Television Review and
Classification Board, in consultation with concerned agencies and entities, shall
promulgate the necessary rules and regulations for the effective implementation of

this Act.

SECTION 6. Separability clause, - Il any provision of this Act is hereby declared
invalid or unconstitutional, the other sections or provisions thereof shall not be

affected thereby.

SECTION 7. Repealing clause. — All laws, decrees, orders, rules and regulations

and other issuances or parts thereof inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.
SECTION 8. Effectivity clause. - This Act shall take effect after fifleen [15) days

following its publication in two (2) newspapers of general circulation or in the
Official Gazette.

Approved,
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Introduced by Representative Rufus B. Rodriguez and
Representative Maximo B. Rodriguez, Jr.

House Bill No,__ + U0« 10650

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill sesks to require the broadcast of television programs and showing of
motfion pictures and other audio-visual presentation with cl 5&:’ capti:‘nn and
~—— Providingpenalfies of violation thersof to respond 1o e nseo the hearing

Impairad individual,

Closed-capfion is @ method of captioning or a,mmlmg of tzlsvision, home
anguags viswer without

video programs and films for hearing-impaired of forsign |
interfaring with the normal television picture and films, by coding capiion as vertical
interval data signal which is dacoded at the recsiver and supsrimposed on the
1=levision picture or on films of motion picturas.

With the advances of information technology and the ralsvance of tzlavision
programs, mafion pictures, and other audio-visual presentation as tools of lzarning,
there is a nasd to enable parsons with hsaring impairmants fo take advaniage of

hnology and enjoy audio-visual entertainments with theair ssemingly

such tec

unbounded innovations,

This proposed measure aims to address such nsed by making it compulsary
1or all franchise holders of operafors of {elevision stations, producers of telavision
ragrams, home video programs and motion pictures to have their programs and

films broadcast with closad captions—— EE
fh = — e

In visw of the for=going, immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.

;‘/%/

RUFUS B. Roqmuu:z

i ;'3



______ e FIFTEENTH CONGRESS J
REPUELIC C}. ‘THE PHILIPPINES— —F

FISST REGULAR SESSION j

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Introduced by Representative Rufus B. Rodriguez and
Representative Maximo B. Rodriguez, r

House Bill No.

AN ACT
5 OF TELEVISON

—— REQUIRING _ALL_FRANCHISE HD’D =RS OR OPERATOR
ELEVISION —F*Fcrfﬁ‘F%,:u'u'fsT _HOME_VIDEO

STATIONS, PRODUCERS OF
PROGRAMS AND MOTION PICTUHES TO HAVE THEIR PROGRAMS AND

FILMS BROADCAST WITH CLOSED-CAPTION AND PROVIDING PENALTIES

~OR VIOLATION THEREOF

Be it enacted by the Senata and House of Reprasentalives of the ""_"""“.'I.D.D.H"‘ES'

in Congrass assembled:
SECTION 1. Al franchize holders or oparators of television stations,
DFDCJE s :r tzlevision programs, homes wvidso

'“':uﬂ'u:ers n:uf felﬁvisiﬂn statiaﬂs
1ave thair programs and films with

JCEdCI 'ﬂp[.ons 50 as to b,ne.n ,:Jar.,:ms WI.h .'“.:a.'.'ng impairment.
As usad in this Act, closed-caption shall mean a2 method of captioning or
vision, home vidzo programs and films for hearing-impairad or

viewars without interfering with the normal television picturs and
signal which Is decoded at the

subtitling of tﬂe
foraign language
___films, by ccdmg captions as veriical interval dats

receiver and superimpossd on the Eievson picttre-er-enfilms.of motion pictures
producar

SEC
of television programs, home vide
the provision of Section 1 shall be
pasos (P50,000.00) nor more than one hundred
imprisonment of not |2ss than six (6) months nor more than one (1) year or both such

fine and imprisonment at the discration of the Court.

TION 2. Any franchise holder or operator of talavision stations,
o programs and maotion pictures, who shall violate
¢ by a fine of not less than fifty thousand
(P100,000.00) or by

punishe
thousand pasos {

se the offendsr is a corporation, partnarship or association, or any other

In ca
juridical person, the grES'“ent, manager, adminisirator, or the person-in-charge of
s shall be liable thereiore. I addition, the license or

the managamsant of the busine

parmit to oparate jits business uhar be cancelzd.



If_the offender is an alien, in addition to the penaltias herein prescribed, he

be teported-witheut-further proceedings on the

=

snzll, aner service of senizncs,
of the Bursau of Immigration.

SECTION 3. The National Telecommunications Commission, in consultation
with the Movie and Television Review and Classification Board and Videogram
Regulatory Board, shall promulgate the nscessary rules and ragulations far the
effzctive implementation of this Act.

SECTION 4. It any provision of this Act or the application thereot to any
the other provisions of this Act and the

person or I’f‘urﬂslanses i= held invalid,
application of such provision to othsr persons or circumstances shall not be afiscied
thersby.

SECTION 5 All laws, decress, orgers, rules and regulations and other
izsuancas or parts thereof inconsistent herewith are hersby repealed.

bt

asn{15) ﬂaysjo.lawmg_..s
or in tha official Gazstis

This Act shall taks sffoctafter—6

SE'“*IJ’\. B.
pers of general circulation

publication in two {2} newspa

vhichever comes earlier.

Approvad,

oart

-
—_——
_—-——_.____-_
s
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nereby established,

: Resources of the
sulture, a marine
the Municipality of
Morthern Samar,

v of Agriculture shall
nent’s program the
i the establishment
xn of the marine
Zan Jose, Province
Jeraafter, such sum
¢/ for its continued
tenance shall be
annual  General

ill take effect upon

2007,

Metre Manila, on
neteenth day of
Isand seven,

No. 9441)

ARIME RESEARCH &ND
I8 T.I_-'E MUMICIFALITY
KCE OF AURCRA,
DS THEREEOR AND

ES

nate and House of
f the Philippines in
‘e

hereby established,

of the Bursay of

SepTEMBER 3, 2007

OFFICIAL GAZETTE

5731

farmulate such operaiing guideiines as shall
be-recommended_by the Department of
Agricullure for research and experimentation
on, and the breseding, propagation and
distribution of spawnsrs, fry or fingerlings
of, maring species endemic 1o the waters
around’ the Province of Aurora.

Sec. 3. The marine research and
breeding cenler, with the technical
assistance of the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aguatic Resources of the Department of
Agriculture and such other agencies
involved in marine research, shall conduct
continuing research and experimentation on
the culiure and propagation of native marine
species especially as they apply to the
peculiarities and characteristics of local
conditions, for the purpose of improving
exisling iechnology and—for—maximizing
income potentials of the fishing industry.

Sec. 4. The marine research and
breeding center, with the assistance of the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aguatic Resources
of the Department of Agriculiure, shall take
such steps as may be necessary io
encourage the culiure of marine specigs
native to the province and thereby promote
and attract investments in this field of
economic endeavor by providing through the
facilities of the breeding component of the
center, the application of the technologies
developsd by the research component of
the center and ensure the ready and steady
supply of spawners, iries and fingerlings to
those engaged in this industry.

of The Blreau of
Resources of the
uitire, a marine
19 center in the
avines of Aurora.

of Fisherizs and
he Department of
N with the Provinge
orized to assist in
inlenance of such
=Nt as may be

the intents and
this purpose, the
2ding center shall

SEc. 5. The Secretaryof Agriculivse-shall_(20%) discount on acd
charged by theaters, cimems touses——————

include in the Deparment's program the
funding requirements for the establishment
and operationalization of the maring
research and breeding canter. Thereafier,
the amount necessary for lhe coniinuad
operation and mainienance of the center
shall be included in the annual General
Appropriations Act.

Sec. B, This Act shall take effect upon
its approval,

Approved, April 28, 2007,

5. ho, 2580
H. Moo 1214

Begun and held in Wetro—hanila, on -

Monday, the twenty-fourth day of July,
two thousand six.

[RerusLic AcT No. '9442]

AN ACT AMENDING REPLIBLIC ACT NOD. 7277,
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE "MAGNA
CARTA FOR DISABLED PERSONS, AND FOR

OTHER PURPOSEST

Be it enacled by the Senate and House of
Fepresentalives of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:

SecTion 1. A new chapler, to be
denominated as “"Chapter 8.  Other
Privileges and Incentives” is hereby added
to Title Two of Republic Act No. 7277,

otherwise known as theé *Magna Cartafor—

Disabled Persons®, with new Sections 32
and 33, to read as follows:

“CHAFTER B. Other Privileges and
Incentives

"Sec. 32, Persons with disability shall
be entitled to the following:

(a) At least tweniy percent (20%)
discount from all establishments relative
to the utilization of all services in hotels
and similar lodging establishments;
restaurants and recreation centers for the
exclusive use or enjoyment of persons
with disability;

{b) & minimum cof twenty percent

concerl halls, circuses, carnivals and
other similar places of culiure, leisure and
amusement for the exclusive use or
enjoyment of persons with disability;

{c} At leasl twenty percent (20%)
discount for the purchase of medicines
in all drugstores for the exclusive use or
enjoyment of persons with disability;

id) At least twenty percent (20%)
discount on medical and dental services
including diagnostic and laboralory fees
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o732

such as, but not limited fo, x-rays,
computerized tomography scans and
blood tests, in all governmeant faciliies,
subject to guidelines to be issued by the
Department of Health [DOH) in
coordination with the Philippine Health
Insurance Carporation (PHILHEALTH};

—{el-At least twenty percent (20%)

discount on medical and dental Zervices —

including diagnestic and laboratary fees,
and professional fees of attanding doctors
in all private hospitals and medical
facilities, in accordance with the rules and
regulations to be issued by the DOH, in
coordination with the PHILHEALTH;

(fi At least twenty percent (2
discount on fare for domestic air and SE'B
travel for the exclusive use or enjoyment
of persons with disability,

|.--\.

fg) At least twenty percent (20%)
discount in public railways, skyways and
bus fars far the exclusive use and
enjoyment of persons with disability;

{h) Educational assistance to persons

Vﬁﬁmmmwﬁmﬂmrsma with d|satnllhf claims a higher  ;
discount as may be TFEmTEd—b?——hH_inllaﬂs____

secondary, tertiary, post tertiary, as well
as vocational or technical education, in
both public and privaie schools, thraugh
the provision of scholarships, grants,
financial aids, subsidies and other
incentives to gualified persons with
including suppart for books,

disahility,

learning materials, and uniform allowance

to the extent feasible: Provided, That
shall mest

persons with disability
minimum admission reguirements;

(i} To the extent practicable and
feasibla, the continuance of the sams
benefits and privileges given by the
Sovernment Service Insurance System
(GSIS), Social Security System (S35,

- and PAG-BIS, as-the case may be, as

are enjoyad by those in actual service;

f) To the extent possibie, the
government may grant special discounts
in special programs for persons with
digability on purchase of basic
commadities, subject to guidelines {o be

issued for the purpose by the Department
of Trade and Industry (DT1) and the
Department of Agriculture (DA); and

(k} Frovision of exprass lanes for
persans with disability in all commercial
and govemnment establishmenis; in the
absence thereof, priority shall be given
to them.

available only to persons with disabifity
whao are Eilipino citizens upon submission
of any of the fallowing as proaf of his/her
entitlement thereto:

(1) .Anidentification card issued by the
city or municipal mayor or the barangay
captain of the place whers the persons
with disabilily rasides;

{Il} The passport of the persons with
disability concerned; or

(I} Transportation discount fare
Identification Card (ID) issued by the
Mational Council for the Welfare  of
Disabled Persons (MCWDP}.

The privileges may not be claimed if

commercial es Tab'lsl‘mﬂ-’u andfor under
other existing laws or in combination with
other discount program/s.

The establishments may claim the
discounts granted in sub-sections (a), {b),
(c). (e), (f} and (g) as tax deductions
based on the net cost of the goods sold
or services rendered: Provided, however,
That the casl of the discount shall be
allowed as deduction from gross income
for the same taxable vear that the
discount is granted; Provided, further,
That the total amount of the claimed tax
deduction net of value-added tax if
applicable, shall be included in their grass
_sales recaeipls for tax purposzas and shall

~ The abovementioned-privileges _are

be subject fo properdoctumeniatio n—and_;

to the pravisions of the Mational Internal
Rewvenue Code [NLRC), as amended.
"Sec. 33, lncentives.—Those caring
for and living with @ person with disahility
shall be granted the following incentives:

SEPTEMBER 3, 2007 -

(a) Persons w
treated as depern
35{4) of the Natio
Code, as amen:
individual taxpaver
be accorded the pr
code insofar as hay
the same section :

(b} Individuals
_nstitutions  est

residential commi

villages solely io
requiresments of p
shall be accorded

(i} Realty tax h
years of op

Priarity in
maintenan
municipal 1
aforesaid

Community

(i)

SEC. 2. Republic ¢
amended by inserir
and section after
dencminated as Titl
and Sections 39, 40

Prohibitions o
Ridicule and Vilifi
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(&) Persons with disability shall be
_frealed as depandents undar Section
35(A) of the National inlgmal Revenue
Code, as amended, and as such,
individual taxpayers caring for them shall
ha accorded the privileges granted by the
cade insofar as having dependents under
the same section are concerned; and

(b} Individuals or nongovernmental
institutions establishing homes,
residential communities or retirement
villages solely to suit the nesds and
requirements of persons with disability
shall be accorded the following:

(it Realty tax holiday for the first five
years of operation; and

{iiy F'r r::rr**-,r in the I:umldml:: andmr

munlmpa? roads Iaa"fln:‘.l 1r1 tnﬂ-
aforesaid home, residential
community or retirement village.”

Szc. 2. Republic Act No. T277 is hereby
amendsd by inserting a new litle, chapter

and section after Section 38 fo he.

denominated as Title 4, Chapters 1 and 2
and Sections 39, 40, 41 and 42 to read as

follows:
“Title Four
Frohibitions on Verbal, Non-verbal
Ridicule and Vilification Against Persons
with Disability
CHAPTER 1. Deliverance from Public
~idicule

7277 is herel:ug,f amende{? {o read as follows:

"CHAPTER 2. Deliverance from
Vilification

this Chapler. vilification shail be defined
a5.

{a) The utterance of x-iar‘lderﬁu_s and
abusive statements against & person with
disability; and/or

{b) An activity in public which incites
hatred towards, seriows contempt for, or
severe ridicule of person with disability.”

“Sec. 42, Any individual, group or
community is hereby prohibited from
vilifying any person with disability which
could result into loss of self-esteem of
the latter”
ot Mo

“SEC, 48, Panal Clause,—(a) Any
person who violales any provision of this
Act shall suffer the following penalties:

(1) For the first violation, a fine of not
less than Fifty Thousand Pescs
(#50,000.00) but not exceeding One
Hundred Thousand Pesas (F100,000:00)
or imprisonment of not less than six
months but not more than two years, or
both at the discretion of the court; and

(2) For any subseguent violation, a
fine of not-less than One hundred
thousand pesos (F100,000.00) but not
exceeding Two hundred thausand pesos
(FP200,000.00% or imprisonment for not
less than iwo vears but not more than

discount shall be
TOM gross income
le. year that the
Provided, further,
of the claimed tax
lue-added tax if
dded in their gross
drpases and shall
Jcumentaiion and
Mational Intemal
I, 85 amended.®

~—Those caring

500 with disability
owing incentives:

"SEC. 329, Public Ridicule. —For pur-
pasas of this Chapter, public ridicule shall
be defined as an act of making fun, or
contemptuous imitating or making mock-
ery of persons with disability whether in
writing, or in words, or in action due to
their impairment/s.

*Sec. 40. Mo individual, group or
community shall execute any of thess
acts of ridicule zgainst persons with
dizability in any time and place which
could intimidate or result in loss of seli-
eslaem of tne latier,

six years, or both al ffie @
caurt.

i) Any persen who abuses the
privileges granted herein shall be
punished with imprisonment of not less
than six months or a fing of not less than
Five thousand pesos (P5,000.00), bul not
more than Fifty Thousand pssos
{P50,000.00), or both, at the discretion
of the couri.

ic) If the violaior is 8 corporation,
organization or any similar entity, the

Ec.41. Viliication.—For plirposes of —

IECTetum of the——————
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officials thereof directly invoived shall be
liable therefor,

(d) If the viclator iz an alien aor a
foreigner, he shall be deporied
immediately after service of sentence
without further deportation proceedings.

Upon filing of an appropriate complaint,
and after due notice and hearing, the

proper authorities may also cause the

cancellation or revocation of the business
permit, permit to operate, franchise and
other similar privileges granied to any
business entity that fails to abide by the
provisions of this Act.”

Sec. 4. The title of Republic Act No, 7277
is hersby amended to read as the "Magna
Carta for Parsons with Disabifity", and all
references on the said law to "disabled
persons”, shall likewise be amended 1o read

as “persons with disability™.

SEc. 5. The Department of Social
Welfare and Development, the Naticnal
Council for the Welfare of Disabled Persons,
and the Bureau of Intemal Revenue, in
consultation with the concerned Senate and
House commitiees and other agencies,

S=cmion 1. This Act hereby declares the
Atulayvan Island of the Municipality of
Saanay, Province of Camarines Sur as a
national tourism zone.

Zzc. 2. Until compreheansive legislation
rationalizing the nalional tourism prograrn
is adopted, the following principles shall

govern the planning, development,

SEPTEMBER 3, 2007

tions, and enter into ac
ment ihis Act.

SEC. 4. This Act she
fifteen (15] days of
publication.

Approved, May 098, 2

H. No. 574

promation and 1anagement of this tourism
ZANe:

fa) The Department of Tourism [DOT)
and its attached agencies, and the Pariido
Development Administration (FDA) shall
coordinate in the formulation of & tourism
development plan for the lourism zone:
Provided, That said plan is consistent with,
or may be integrated into, the national
tourismn master plan of the DOT;

(b) The plan shall protect and snhance
the natural features and cultural heritage of
the tourism =zone, -while providing
sustainable sconomic opportunities for the
local community;

{c) The PODA and the relevant
municipalities shall utilize their powers

Begun and held in
Monday, the ni
February, two tho

[REPUBLIC AcT

AM ACT DECLARING THE
COTIVAS, GUINA
MALIBAGAN AND
MORTHEASTERN
MURICIPALITY OF
OF CAMARINESS sU

Be it enacted by the 5
Representatives ¢
Congress assemb

SEcTion 1. This Act |
Islands of Lahuy, Cc
Luksuhin, Malibagan 2

ﬁﬁﬁhﬂﬂqfnmasm—'

organizations, estaptishments—shah
formulate an implementing rules and
regulations pertinent o the provisions of this
Act within six months after the effectivity of
this Act, a

Szc. 6. This Act shall take effect fifteen
(15) days afler its publication in any two
newspapars of general circulation.

Approved, April 30, 2007.

H, Mo, 541

Begun and held in Metro Manilz, on
Monday, the nineteenth day of
February, two thousand seven.

nrovided-urde—Republic-Acl Mo AP 35
amended, and the Local Government Code,
respectively, to implement and enforce the

tourism development plan;

{d) The DOT and ils attached agencies
may provide necessary technical and
financial assistance for the development of
tourism infrastructure and skills development
whila endsavoring, when practicable, to
promate the tourism zene, both locally and
internationally; and

{e) The DOT, the PDA and the relevani
municipalilies shall create a forum by which
the private secltor, nongavernment
organizations and olher interest groups can
intaract with one another and the

Caramoan, Province of
national tourism zones

Sec. 2. Until compre
rationalizing the nation
is adopted, the follow
govern the plannir
promotion and mans
tourism zones:

iag] The Departmeni
and its attached agenc
Development Adminisi
coordinate- in the form
development plan for
Frovided, That said pla
or may be integratad
tourism master plan of

[RerusLic AcT Mo, 5444]

AN ACT DECLARING THE ATULAYAM ISLAND OF
THE MURNICIPALITY CF SAGHAY, PROVINGE
OF CAMARINES. SUR AS A TOURIST ZOME

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Represeniatives of the Philiopines in
Congress assembled:

governmeni-—te—sreate—anaimosphere hat
shall encourage investmen! and the
development of a culture of tourism,

Sec. 3. The DOT, in consultation with the
FD& and the local govarnment concerned,
shall adopt appropriate rules and regula-

(b) The plan shall p
the natural features anc
these tourism zones
sustainable economic ¢
local community;
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Bezun and held in Metro Manila, on Monday, the rwenty-second -
day of July, ninetesn hundred and ninety-one. --

" REPUBLIC ACTNO.7277

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE REHABILITATION, SELF-DEVELOPMENT
- #ND SELF-RELIANCE OF DISABLED PERSONS AND THEIR INTEGRATION
INTO THE MAINSTREAM OF SDCTE[“Y AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Beir -rrracred by the Scnatf ahd the Haure afﬁ.rnresanmuv.-:s .D_,r rhz Fh.!:pp.!ne.t in
Congress assembled:

v

; TTTLE 'DNE GENERAL PRGVISI:’.}‘\JS
LHAPT'ER i - En_mn Pnnr,lplc e

SEC"‘ION'] Trn’z : Th:s Act shall beLnan a.nd n:m:dasth: Mama Cana
for Disabled F‘..mm‘;, - e -

SK_TIDN 2. D:c.‘amnonq""afrry Tm: grant r:.t‘ Ih: ngh's andpnw!n:g.s :
for disabled p-:_rsbux shail be guided by the following principles:

(z) Disabled persons are part of Ph:l:ppm: snmft:.r thus the State shall give full
suppar 1o the improvement of the total well-being of disabled persons and
their integration into the mainstream of society. Toward this end, the State

shall adopt palicies ensuring the rehabilitation, self-development and self-
" reliance of disabled persons. It shall develop their skills and porentials 1o
~ enable them 1o compete favorably for available opporunities. :
ib} Disabled persons have the same n-.z’h.ts. as other people 1o take their proper
: place in socicty. They should be able to live freely and as independently
s p-nta.:.b'lv: This must be the concern of everyone - the family, cnmmunuy
and all government and nongovemment argzanizations. Disabled persons’
rights must never be perceived as welfare s2rvices by the Government.
~{c) The rehabilitation of the disabled persons shall be the concemn of the
Government in order 1o foster their capacity 1o arwin a more meaningful,
. productive and satisfying life. Tn reach outloa gra.-_am-numbe:r of disabled
" persons, the, r:hab:hmm services and benefits shall be expanded beyond
'th¢ f.mr.imorml urhan—hami crnlr:rstu :m‘nmunuybnsr.d |:n'nt>u-:'nr|.'|s.~ :Iw: wlli




; am: fulI pa.r'mfpa.tmn uf'd'ﬂ-'"mt s.:::tm:-'. as sup]:n::rl"d by rational and

lrpemal

Ed}— Tﬁe&m&*ﬂw raeu-gumtlmmlc of rhcpm'm sector in prummmg ﬂ't"

(©)

welfare of rilsablmdpmmus and shall encoumge pann:rshlp in pmnmms :
 that address their needs and concems.

Ta fnm!nme uuegxa:mn of dis.'ah]:d parmm mm :11: m..m;;trcam of sncmt}_

; _thsmﬂmﬂﬂvmfmmdmgtmmfnrdmabi:d persons. The
State shall exert all cffnrr: 10 remove all social, cultural, economic,

environmenal and antitudinal barriers that are prejudizial to disabled
persons.

SECTIOM 3. Covergge. - This Act shall cover all disabled persons ang, 10
the exiznt herein provided, depariments, offices and agencies of the National
Governmen! or nongovernment organizetions invelved in the attainment of the

obj_:.."ﬁvcs of this Aot

e

SECTION 4, Defininion of Terms, - For purposes ﬁfmls':-u‘., thess 1orms are
defined as follows: ? P ' il R

- &)
o ®
ic}
@
(e

(£}

_Impmrmcm‘ is any, loss, dimint

Disabled Persons ere those suffering from restriction or different abilities,
as g result of & mental, physical or sensory ]mp&iﬂﬂ:l‘lll to perfonm an

. activiry in the rmnn..r or withim the range :unsndcmd n{:r-nal n;~r 2 humn al

being;:

n or an‘rratmn -:}f psyhhuluglcal
physiological, or aﬂﬂlﬂimt...ﬂ] m-'mr- or function;

Disability - shall m-:a.n {l}l a physncal or mental i 1rrpa|rrncn1 that

- substantially limits ohe or more psychological, physiological or anatomical

funciion'of an individual ot activities of such Jrdividual; (2) a record of such
an impairment; of (3) being regarded as havmtr such an impairment;
Hondicap - refers 1o a disadvantage for a given individual resulting from
an impairment or a disability, that limits or prevents the function or activicy,
thar is considersd normal given the age and sex of the individual;
Rehabilitation - is an integraisd approach to physical, saciel, cultural,
spirineal, educarional end vocarione! meassures thar crears conditioms Far the
individual o artain the highest possitle level of funciional abiliry:

Social Barriers - refer to the charasteristics of institations, whether legal,
economic, cultural, recrzasional or other, any human group, community, or
socieny which limit the fullest possible panticipation of disabied persons in
the lifz of the group. Social barriers includs negarive ammd-s which tend

to single out and excluds drsab[:d persons and which dsu{m mb:s and inter-
personal relationship; -~ -

Am!:m—y Au:f.: and Services m..ihdﬁ

T A end gt \:.;'i- =_;'._J..

; I{I} qul:ﬂedmmpmwmh::ﬁncnvtn:ﬂmds ufd:hvmrtg mz:mab

', to individusls with hearing impairments;

 (2) " qualificd readers, taped rests, or other effective muh{:ds S delivising

mﬂmaﬂsm indi 'du&!.: wnh \nsu.u.l unuamnmu:;

-uL\_n_._:.f
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Hmﬂnﬂbk Acmmﬁdamn mc]-w:b{]} I.m]:lrm'mm of :xfstmg famhtm:g :

“used by cmployu:s in order 10 render these readily aoc:ss;hl: 1o and usable -

by d:s.abiud persons; and (2) m ificarion of work ﬁhz&ulm rEassignmen .
toa va.,:mt pasition, acquisition or modification of equipment or deviess, -
nppmpnam adjustments or modifications of examinations, training
materials or company policies, rules and rl:gll:l].:mi:rn.';T the provision of
auxlim.r].-' aids and s:rwm,mad Dthcr su‘nliar mnmudalmm fnr nmabic,d
persons; - 2

Shcﬂcrcd Empiaymmr rufars to thc pmwsmn 0fpmduc:wr, work for
dizabled persons through wm’n'.shnps providing sp-ﬂai fasilities, incorme-

: 51rr|:>':.‘-ur:mfr Projects of homework schemes with a view 1 giving them the

‘capacity re-.qulre.d in open mdusn'}r ; :
Awviliary Social Services are the, .suppurr.. ve autwmcs in the d:[w:r)' nf

oppmun:ry tocarn & hvmg thus’ cﬂﬂbhng th*m fo acquire a wﬁerﬂ

social services o the nmrgmahz:u s=ctors of society;
Ma.rgamfu:d Dmbﬂed Per.rm: refer o d:sahiad p:mms who lauk access

- 10 rcha'minanvc services an-:l apportunities tobe ableto participate fully in -

.,

soc:mc::onumlc activities and who have no means of livelihood or wmsr:
incomes fall below the ]}nvcr‘r}' thr:shmd I
Qua.l’g_ﬁcn‘ J'm:irwdud’ with a Disabiliry shall mEan an in

dividiial w:th a

. dtsablhq who, -u.1th or “without rr_:asnnab]* émnmmodanam can ]:-:rfmm
the csscnt:ak fum:nnns of the cr’lpln;mm:nt p{mt!un th.a! suf‘h !n:hvidua]

—

helds or o d l:sm:i Hnw- ver, considsration shall be Eiven to the :mplu}':r 5
_].JJgITI.,, nt as 1o wha_ funcucms of a job arz essential, and if an -‘mp'lny..,r has
prepared 2 writlen -:i-*sn:npm:u'] before advertising or imerviewing applizants
for the jobi, this description shall bs consmﬂn_d t\rldrn 01' Ehc 'ss._mm]
functioas of the jok; : G ;

Readily Achievable means a Dnal can be eas ily EFEII'I‘:L'I ..nl‘l carried out
without much difficulty or sxpense. In determining Wh"ll'b-.r an action is
readily F.r.:l'|u-ctr.*n'l:n!r, factors m he. :onssda:rr:d Inl:hui" -

i (1} .:h- nmur:an:ic{:stn: :h:a.ﬂ:nn. -.

S c{;mpﬁsll:ll‘.l]‘l.. ﬂ.run:mm a.nd funl:tmns uF m— wc:rk force of sun:h t:!'illr]r i
d r. - f =

(2 the overall financial resources of the fﬂt‘llllr or fcuhu-.s mvmm.d in
the action; the number of persons ermplioyzd at suth fatlhfv" the eff=zt
on expenses and resourzes, or the :mpar.'t oiherwise of such al:tmrl

* upon the opzration of the facilityiny o :

(3} the nvm]l financial resources of the covered m'L.1tyv- Lﬁ n:spc\.t to the

nmnbcr nf ||:s :mp]u}r::s thc number, I}pc.'md inca.tmn of 1{5 l'n._lhuc_a

{-1} “ther ryp-cn:. opcm:icm mup:muuns ofthe mvu:d-:nm}, including




o it T

{n] Fua.!_.:' _ﬂ:ln:parm.uﬂn freans r—anmnrz::on Y air, NG And 5Ea Uar
-_ 1. =7+ providss the public with "n:ncml ar ;.pt,tlni service on & r=zular n'1.':1
© . continuing basis; AniE
: or joint labor-management comminss; and”
{p) Commerce shall be taken to mean as mtw:] trads, :mmc commerce;
transporiation, or communicalion amang the provinces or between any
foreign country or any territory or possession and any provines.

B

TITLETWO - R]GHT‘S AND PRIVILEGES OF DISABLED PERSONS
CHAPTER | - Empluym-:m

SECTIONS,  Egual ! Oppartuninyfor Employment. - No disabled person shall
be deriied access (o opportunities for suitable employment. A qualifizd disabled
employes shall be subject o the same iemms and conditions of employment and the
Same Compsnserion, privilooes, b:n-]'!s, fnn"c benefits, incentives or allowances as
a gualified abls bodied person. G

Five percent (5% of all casual, emereency and cuntractua] posijions in the
Drepartments of Sccial Welfare and Dcw:'lapm:m Healrh; Educartion, Cultere and
Spons; and otlier government agencics, offices ar corporations engaged in social
development shall be reserved for disabled pf-.rsnu&

SECTION 6. Snc:'rer:d r.'ﬂp!ﬂynm: - If suitable cmployment  for disabled
persons cannot be found througl open n:mp]nymem a5 providad in the immediately
preceding Section, the Stare shall erdzavor to'provide it by means of sheltered
employment. In the placement of disabled persons in shekered employment, it £I1;|11
accord due regard 1o the individual gualities, vocationa! gozls and inclin ations 1o -:m,n..n:
a gnud working amipsphers ﬁnd efficient prmumwn

SECTIONT.  Apprensiceship. - Subject to the provisions of the Labor Code
as amended, disabled persons shall be eligible as apprentices or leamers: Provided,
Thai their handicap is not much &5 to effectively impede the performancze of job
operations in the paricular occupation for which they are hired: Provided, further, That
nftn:_r the lapse of the period of spprenticeship if found satisfactory in the job
performance, they shall be eligible for employment. '

SECTION &, J’nc‘:nuves_fﬂr Emplayers, - (8) To cncourage the active

participation of the private sectar in promoting the welfare of diszbled persons and 1o
ensure gainful employment for qualified disabled persons, adequats incentives shall
be pmwd:d 1o privare entities which :m::u]cq.-' disabled pcrsans,

; t‘b} Private entisiss that :m]:-]ay disabled persons who mest the m"]u:rcd skills
© - orquelifications, sither es regular employes, apprentice or lzarer, shall be

entitled to an additional deduction, from their gross incams, equivalent to .

- 5 twenty-five perdent (25%) of the total amount paid a5 salaries and wages
R | dLsanir:d pc:sms P'cvxiﬂ:l.. huwc:v:r That such entities present proof

:on_ Covered eniiry means an cmp]ag,--._.-', :mp!ovm nt zg:ncy. labar organization

e T Y

e
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persons arc :md:rﬂmrmplo}i Frov urther, That

i1 ol

iy mpbymnmadnndwﬂ: the Department nl’ L;bwuﬂﬁu;ﬂaymﬂm X

ﬁl:DCPHﬂTmqu*hhhutuhndmbﬁ!ty skdismdmuhfﬂ:ma.,
NNy Prmmﬂuthﬂ m;prm:rmad:fy lh:lrphyn:li El:limnm:brm
: prmld:r:am:ahl:a:cummﬂd.mm furdnsahiedpum shall also be
_mtﬁmmMﬁMmﬁm&:wmmﬂhmw
to fifty percent (50%) of thékdirect costs of the improvements or
modifications. This section, however, does not apply 1o improvements o
nﬂ:fmmdfmluwsmrdﬂ:rﬂwmmhqm

SECTION . Vocarional Rehabilitarion. - Cumw with the peinciple of
equal opportunity for disabled workers and workers in peneral, the Stare shall mke
sppropeiatévocarional rehabilitation measures that shall serve o develop the skills and
potentials of disabled persons and enable them to cc-mp:u: favorably for wuh.bk
productive and remunsmative mp!oynm uppmunum in the labor market. i

" “The State shall also rake mcasures to ensure the provisian of vocational
rehabilitation and livelihood services for d.sab&e:ipemm inthe mrnlar::a_s_ In addition,
it shall promote cooperarion and coordination between the government and
nongovernmental Drgnmr.atlms and olhv:r p- ivale r.mtnns cngngcd in 'roc:tmnnl

n:habullmuﬂn activiries.:

- The Dcpariment CrfSDCIEI ‘l.’v.':]fam and Dc:vclapmcnt ﬂmll :imgn and Irnpﬂcmcnt
training prﬂgmms that wﬂl pmﬂdt d1sab|¢d persons with' Vocational skills munlr.
them to engage in iwchhmd activities or obtzin gaml'ul n:mp]aymcnr_ Th: D:pa.rlmunt
of Labar and Emp]-::ryrncn! shall likewise design and conduct | im.mmg pmg;ams p_.:am;i
l'w. zrds pmwdmg d|sahI:d p:rsons w:!h 5L|]I,5 f'l:ur Iwchhmd

SECT!D"\-'! 10. Vocational G udancr and Cotinrefutg T'I't.. Dcpmmcn: of :
Social Welfare and Develo pment, shall implement measures providing and evaluating
vocational guidance and counseling 1o enable disabled persons 1o sscure, retain and
advance in employment. It shall ensurs the availability and training of counsslors and
other suitably qualificd siaff rcspcuns:'n] fﬂ. the \-n_aur.-nai guidanes and counscling of
disabled pc"sc-ns. : :

SECT IDN 11. Implemensing Rules and Regulasions. - The Department of
Labar and Employment shall in coardination with the Trepartment of Social Welfars
and Development (DSWD) and Nationat Council for the Welfare of Disabled Persons
(MCWDP) shall promulgate the ruies 4:::::. r.,gl..lsn IoTs ncccssa"y 1 me1*m*m rhie
prm 151008 l.md-*r this Chap[cr i
CI—L*LPI'ER'} hdu;aunn ::I'__"'__-___"“ 2

SECTICJN 12 Accen 10 Qua.ﬂ_}' tdufanan - Tht Stale shaﬂ ensurs ﬂ-at .
disabled persons are prn-.-:ded with’ adcquatc aCTEsS m qunlsry :dur:auun and ample
opporiunitics 10 develop their skills. It s.'mH takl: an::-rup- iate steps o makn sur:h

:d.J.,aucn acc.:mh] 10 all d;sahh:d pursnns 1! shall b: un'iawt'u! for n'l:,.r _n:a.mmg.-' :
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i 'Smmsha]lmkn JJ“'.I{I' cﬂns:d:mnan rh- Sp‘:fld] r:uu:-cmn:nts :ufd= abled

p:.*snns in r,hL fnnnulancm of m:.raumal po]mc* and programs. J: shall encourzee

13 Aeazawl )

lr.ammg msmutmr*s m take inmo accoy "11 Ihe spezial n::d:. of d-sabt._;‘: PeTsCNs wilh -

mg:u::mrhc-maufsq.hm] fac.]u:t:s *]a.sss*‘m:(,.l..'l...s p"t},mh,a.] h;iu:a‘mn rr,qutr-n L,
_and pther p:mn'nt mnmd"‘ﬂ.nm

Toerht

The S'a[: 5]]&[] alsh promote the prnwsnn b"r l“:._r:n-m; msntuums especially

'mgh.,rlua Ting instiiutions, of auxifiany services that will fasilitan= the tearning process

for d:l.';al:rl,d [.K:I.'S,DJ'L'-L ¥l 4 _ e

SECTION 13. Arsistance i Disabled Sridenrer The State shall provide
finznzial assistance o sconomically marginalized bur Geserving disabied students
PUTSUing post s=condary or temtiary education. Such assistance may be in the form of
scholarship grants, student loan programs, subsidies, and other i inceatives 1o qu.uﬂ':_:d
dizabled stud=nts in bath public and privatz schools. Al least five percent (5% of the
allocation for the Privare Education .‘:?rucL:n. Finanzial A Assistance Program created by
virtue of RLA. 6725 shall be g2l asids for dlsablmi students puhumg vocational or
technical and degree courses. . iy :

. SEL“T]DN 14 Spec'im’ z:du:ﬂ.mﬂ - T'h S:at: sha]l csrabhst' maintain and
£ s:mpmt a tomp]v:tr., admua::.and :nlﬂgmtﬂd s}rs:cm of special education for the visually
Impaired, h:anng impaired, m:nra!ly retarded persons and cther types of cxcaptional
children in’alf regions of the couniry. Tuwa:d this end. the D*parrmcm of Eduzation,
Culture and Sports shall cstabiish specizl education classes in public schoals in cities,
ar mum*:psjm...s. lr shall :1L5o.‘.r c.:[abhsh, where 'r:ablr: Br:u]h-. and hnﬁ L:h"a:n:s in
provinces, cltt:asor'nmuc!pa]mcs TRt

The Mational Government sha]l a]lnca!c funds :;-:..cssary fnr [h t‘fe_u-.fc
implementation of the special educationprogram nationwids. Local government units
may likewise Sppropriate counterpart funds to swpp]:mcnr national funds,

SECTION 15, V.:Jcam:m.:dﬂr T'ec.hm"u" and o Jn:r Training Programs. Tne
State shell provide dissbled persons with training in civics, vocariona) efficisnzy, sports
and physical fimzss, and other skills, The Dcpmrpuﬂ of Education, Culture and Spons
shall establish in at lzzst one govermmeni-owned vocational and technical schoal in
E¥ETy province a special vocational and 1=cnniza) training program for disabled persons.
It shall develop and implement sports and physics] fitnzss programs spacifically
desipmed for disabizd Ppersons taking into cnn.nd:r:m{m the nature of their ]LGdl..ap

ScCTIDN ta, "rrﬂn-pcnr.ai J:,ciumrcrr' Th- Sm.n: .=.ha.I! dcvctctp nos- fu:u'ﬂa'
educarion Programs imtended for the teal husman development of disablad persons, Bt
shall provide ad=guae resources for Dﬂn—fﬂ"mﬂl ndu.,a:.u:m programs and mei:u that
<& 1o Ihl: sp-l:cl.ﬂ.] nwds of auablad p: e

e SE.CIIDW I i .’Sta;c Unn-e.r:m,;md’."a'i.g:: E?]ﬂbi*mm :h S.n[-

‘ erlr..rsr-y ar SI:&.: CuIE_g: In each r=gion or province shall be mspnns:lblu far (2) the
* developmeént of material appliances and technical aids for disabled persons; (b} the -

" - development uflmrmg mmunals for vocannnal rl‘-ha.m]rl:a.unn and spc:..:la.] n:lu..a.nun :

fum:Ll, in suppc:r[ of I:he nbov- ;

fnstfuctions: and u:,r:nt mc:arc:rrml caar prog Cadsiag et Ty
impairad, h.,.amﬂqmnmrc:i,sw;:h-mmm{wi!'m 2y };-ifﬁ]ﬁirbdﬂudmﬂ, :

mentally refarded, and mulmhandn_apped :m.d n:h.-.r: and ﬂ'nc:hrnrr:annn of m::a] Si
_ berriers and discrimination agam:t dLs.an!e.d persons; and {d) inc K

Education for Dissbled (SPED) course in the curricul um:*-l ey

it L

The National Govemment shall provids thess Star wiriiversitis 2nd ; mﬂ:m with.

ths necessary special faciliviss far wsuah*mpalmd h::anug—lmpmn:d speechs
impaired, and orthapedically-impaired sruri-:nm It shall iJLtwm::-J.EiDcnt: th-n Ecessary

i

CHAP'I‘ERJ Huai:h__:

S_C'"Iﬂh‘ I8, Nariona! Hca!fh quram - The D-pa.nmcm of Health in
cmﬂ:nanoi’wuh the National Cuun._:l for the W-tr'arc of Disabled Pérsons, shall ’
institurs a national hml:h prugmm w]‘!ch s’m]l mrr. to a1tmn the fﬁr[mwna_

" (a) pn:vcntmn nf dmahnhry whcm:r Dccumng ‘prmar.aﬂy crpm-ram[!y
(b} recognition and carly diagnosis ﬁrdlﬂbllll}"‘ snd :
fc} can:,- r-imhuhmncm of the damblcd 1

e

Sr_E'I‘!L_-hI !9 .‘?e.i’miuhranﬂn Cenr.:r: - The D’cpartm:m uf TI:,..] h sha];
establish medizal rchabmtatmn cents rs in gnvtmmn:nt ]::mvmq.l Hi
include in its annual appropriation the necessary funds fﬁrﬂ'b..up:mrlm:n of such centers.

The Department of Hn:a.l:h shall Fnrmuia:e and i i

hospitals; c _: }

SECT JL}i\ 2':} Hea!rh Services. - The Stan: ShaI!]:th::t and pmmmc the right *

to hzalth of disabled persons and shall Jdﬂp. an in=zrated and m‘mps'th..nsl'v'.. apwoach

ta their health dev=lopmens whuch shall matc css_.ntm. h_al:h s:nruc:s. avaﬂ;bi: to them
2 affordables cost,

The= Mational Govemment sh.ﬂt ].':rmrid* an integrated h:a]th service for dlsab]c:d

persans which sh:s]l |n-1ud-  but not hrmTud 1o, th* I"n!]nwmf- :

(a) prevention of dlsabtl-:r_v rhm.zs_h :mmumzatlnn nuT.rm-:m envi mn'ncnta[
protection and pressrvanion, and genstic counseling: and early r:i..tn:cuv:m af
disabiliry and tmely intervention to aest \ilsablm-rmnm:rnr ..nd

b)) madical e rmn:nt a::—d r:hablilmtmn 3 b

Tie l'J-:p:ﬂm-n! r:nI'Hcaith E":ﬂ]] field m-d:..a[ p-:rstmn 1spc..ml.z_mg in the
trearment and rebabiiitation cut‘ disabled ;:-..rsons 1o provincal ]'n}sp’lmh and, when -

B

" wiahlz, 1o munl"lpal h:..mh cenvers. If shall also train its field heairfy personnz! in the -

provision of medizal :mr:r.nnn to disabled persans, It Sha,ll ﬁmn:r ensiire that fts field

health units have [11" nmaan cnp:abnhtm tn ﬁ‘ pmr.Thi:m: and orthiie - ::pp[tan{:cs nn o

Lilsabln:d pr_rs.c:ns

sp:rals and sha]i P

P ::nm apmsrmn 1o enable .
marginalized d:sabln:d pcrscms m avnll of frc: ml:abt]trm:m s:nrll::cs m unvr,mn-m =
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: , e e L e Am:m'_r.:r_aqm‘ 3 T, - m:msnﬂr:naumna:
margmaimm p\:rsuns w:pwuﬂmn’&’ﬂmw auxiliary mmﬂmw:ll restons

their social functioning and participatian in community affairs. Toward tms end, the -

D—-pa.rrmcn[ m“ Sa"m] Welfare and chinpmcn' shall develop and implement

programs an auxﬂ:a:y social m-mﬂmrmpmd to the niesds of mzrg.lrmimnd disabled
persons. ‘T'h.. cl:lmpmtms of such 2 program shall be as ’r‘oilnm

(a) aossistancein lhe acqms::um of pmsih_uc d*wc4 and m:;:hca] mt::rw:mmn
of specialty services; - L -
(b} provision of specialized trining activities designed o improve Euncmna]
_ limirations of disabled persans related 10 communication skills:
_ (c) development among disabled persons of a positive s=lf-image through the
© provision of counssling, nnmmnor. and muhmty and srr:ngrh..nmg Iialfy
living eapabiliny;
(d) provision of family care services gv;:amd towards developing the capability
- of familizs 1o r=spond o the. nzeds of the disabled members of the family;
(e} provision of substinute family care services and the facilities therefor for
abandoned, nr:gh:cr:d_ ﬂbIJS-.-J an-:l un&nnch::d disabled persons who need
: custodial care; .t
; (I‘} _pmwsmn m“ aﬂar care uiluw up s:rv:ccs for the u:un:mu-r!
ol rr.h.'lblhtatmn ina r:nmmum::,- -based sv:mn,g, of disabled persons who were
. “released from’ rmd:mm[ | cae nr"r':hnhliltatmn centers;and.
: {g} pmwsmn of day n-a:: stwh.; for dasabhd chlidr:n of pre- lem! agn '

CE-I j'J"]'ER. 5 T:l::cnrnmumm:uns

- SECTION 23 Braudca:rMen’m nTa:]cwsLnn siations sh:J.II be cnmumgr,d 1o
prDVde a sign language inset or subltitles in a1 least one (1) newscast program & day and
special pru-u.;.ms covering svents of n:numl significance. -

SECTION 23, T:I:phon: Scmces = All 1zlephone companies shall be
encouraged to install special 1ziephone devices or units for the hearing-impaired and

=nsure that they arc commercially a-ranan]: to enable them to communicate through
the tci:phc:n- s:.-'s.[tm : ;

SECTION 24. Fr:e P&Lai Chargﬂfor the Disabled, - Postal charges shall be
fres on the fn]]owmg: : |

{a} a.rtr'lr.s a-:d i|1r:rat-.:n;s ]|k* bﬂbk:. and periodicals, or'hupn:dsc and nlh'r
devices, and teaching aids far [H: usz of the disabled sent by mail within lh::
Ph:]l ppings and abroad; and :

:L-. and mh up-e.'I:_ d..w:.ts fnrrh: disabled sent abroad b)r miail for repain

vaidnd.. That the afi ar:szld items are for

p:rmnal urpes=s only: Provids
_t'unh'T Tha:thc du..nhicd mnnwammm] purpasss anly mviri.,d

|1e.d disablad as certified by the Social

UL A A e R R

i
E;
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*
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i
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et
TR RRET e LT

R HECEER

Welfare and Development Office of the En"ai gm-'cmm""t unlt mmaﬂ or :h.:
Diparment of Sociel Welfare and D—v:im-n-nf ni

CH.*.PTERG ﬁu:ws:hﬂ:ty
S‘:C""IDN.S Barr:er Fr:r Er:wmnm:m - i‘h- Eralc shal] ensure lhc :
attainment of a barrier-free environment thar will enable disabled persons fo have
access in publlc ‘and private bulldings and;srahhshm:nts and such other places
ntmmd in Eate.ﬁ Pambansa Bilang 344, ulhcrw:s,. known as the "-".-::E'.cssfhlhl}.r
JW‘ = ey
The national and ]n"al gmrcmmcnls shall a]iC"“.:IL‘; funds for ths pmv:smr: of
architcctural facilitics or structural fc:lrur*s for disabled persons :n nnv:mmm[ )
hmldmgs and facilities. : .

SECTION 26. Mobiliry. - The Sl:al* shall pmml:rh the mobility nf chsabl.:d
persons. Digabled persons shall be allowed 1o drive motor vehicles, subject to the rules
and regulations issued by the Land Trensponation Office pertinent to the nature of their
disabiliny and thl: apprcpﬁar: adaj;rlatiuns ar m::»diﬁ-::ations pads on s.un;h".l:hicic.g_

SECTION 27. Access to Public Trans;mrf Fac:fm:.t - Th: Dcpa.rtm-‘m of -
Social Welfare and Dcvclupm"m shall develop 2 Programfo assist margmahz:d :
disabled perons gain access in the use of public rransport Iamiltit*a, Such assistafes

. mmay be in the Torm of subsidized TAnspoaon fare:

The said department shall also allocare such funds as may be rk:mssaq' for ;h.: :
effective implem=ntation of the public transport program for the dr.'::ablca:[ PErSOns.

The “A:—-":ssﬂ;uinj I_,.wr as amcude:._\. sha!] I:r: mads supplcm-nmr}rm l:h:s Ac:t_- :

S“CT'ION 28 }mplemen:mg Rule.f ::nd Regu!rmcrns Thv: D:pamncnt af
Transporation and Communications shall formulate the rules dnd regulations
neoessary [ implsment ["1F provisions of this Chamcr

CHAPTER 7 - Poitical and Civil Rights

SECTION 29, System of Voting. - Disabied persons shall be allowed 1d be
assisted by 2 person of his choize in voting inthe national or local clections. The person
thiss chossn shall prepare the ballot for the disabled voter inside the vating booth. The
person assisting snall bind himself in a fermal document under ozth to fill cut the ballo
strictly in accordance with the instructions of the vorzr and nal to reveal the contents
of the ballot prcparl:d by him. Vialation ﬂ*’ this ]}F-DVES:I{:'I'I shall constitute an elestion
offenss, .

Polling places s]mu]d bz mac‘:-‘ EC:.‘-&SIb" 10 cu.,abh:d pem ons liu.an* mluondll or’

: ioca] ‘clectons.

ST-TC'I‘IOH 3(] R:_g-}:- o Asssmbf.: - Cmstsn:nt ymh '[]'u: pm'-'tsmns of th* =
Constitution, the State shall recognize the right of disabled p:rsnns 0 panicipare in
processions; rallies, parades, demonstrations, public mm:tmf-s ‘and ass,mhla*:s or
other fﬂrms of mass or L‘ancm:.d an:nnn h.Jti in pubill: A




v mquramm:_mmrw\_:mrb and advaRss
TR ent, through its agencizs,

g '-'-._%.{ﬂauﬂﬂi' their i+ smtereste. TheNarional Gavesnm :
anmum:uﬂhms and subdivisions, ‘shall assist diszbled persons in establishing s..ln-hui]:r
r-;muﬂmhy prmrudmr— thesr with the necessary technical and financizl assisance.

ents of disabled persons in order 1o respond expeditiously to the nesds of

; ."disahl-:d persons.. National line agencics and local government units shall assist

" “disabled persons in sc['!ng up specific projects thar will be managed like business

: pmpm’;f::;u'mh: active pal'l't"'tpﬂ.tlnn ofdtsabld persons in the social and economic

i d.:ve.‘lopmmt of the country, their organizations shall be an_nurng:::l o pam:npat::m

 the planning, organization and management of government PrOgrams an.d projects fof

dlsab'l.,d PETSOM05. :

. Organizations of dnsab]ad persons shall participate in the identification and

F prcpamtm:, of pmgram:. that s.hall. s2rve to d.,vdﬂp mpio}mmi n':]xmmltu::. for the

dls,ablc,d p-"*.-.nns G R . 3

TI'TLE 'I'HREE PRDHLBITIGN (}H DISCRIMI‘M-.'I'IDN
20t 0 AG AlGT ms;us LED Pzﬁsms :

r-.-

CHM"I'ER l' Ensmmma.tmr: on Ernp]n:,-mant

SE.CTIDN 31 Dur:nmm:r.:mn on Emplﬂ}'mﬁm Nn m:-:.r, wh.ih:.r pubhc or.

.;.:rn;.atc:. r.h..ll: dtsmmwat: agamst a quninw:i disabl=d pcrscm by reason of disability

in regard to job apphcamn pmc*dms the hiri mg promotien, or discharge of

©em ployess, employes compensation, job training, and other terms, conditions, arjd
. pm:]*ocs of cmptuy'nmt T'hn fa]lu:rwmg constiuie acts of d:srriml.na.mﬁ

;a}_ L|rru1mg, scgr:ﬂatmg or clusrfymg 2 d:snb'h:d job e.pphcam insucha
manner that zdversely affects his work opportunities;

(b} Using qualification standards, employment tests or other selection criteria
that screen out or tznd 10 screen oul 1 disabled person unless such siandards,
tests or other selection criteria are shown 1o be an—m'lamd for the position
in question and ars consistent with business necessity

(c) Unlmng s:tand:m;ls criteria, or mcm;':ds of :.dmmtsn-nnm r:hat
(1 haw.- the efizat nf dj.s.':nm inzticn on the huas:s .I'.'lf disztliny; o

. (2) perpemuate the discrimination of othzrs who ars suhjr:ct 1o m nmon
; admlm_'?.l:mnv: cnr:m" : : _:___ " i

'{d].. Prm uimg Jess C{:mp-:nsattﬂn such as sa!a:}r WEEE O E-[h"l' forms of

/" remuneration and fringe benzfits, to @ qualified disabled employes, by
=+ reason of his disabiliny, than the emount o which 2 “m"dtsml'cd pﬂmn

£ I'_-_.-_ e pcrfmmmgﬂ"' same work s entitled;:

e {n:} Fa\'mnganﬁn-dmbhd :mp‘m:rtr. oversa q.m‘nﬁnd du&bbd mph}'\::: wn‘h'-.
- S respect to prmnnuun. mu:u:ng appamuuuca, study and :-'-uho'lars."n'p grams, 3

Smﬂ.. Rzﬁ&;&&ﬁ-ﬁmm -'"h_.E ! _.r:':ng'-n:,.-sm.ﬁ-vn -::.,qaulr.d _

: Cnmmdmmumt. agencics and offiges shall establish closs linkages with

s

(f} Re-assigning m-u'mﬁ:mng, & disabled e Eﬂﬁ&%ﬁﬁ't _pnh ar pasmnn h-.

3 cannat prform by reason of his disebility;
£

h:sdus.zhjhty unless the emplny:r can prov=thethimpiin the satsfaciory
performarnce of the work |nvolvm§a the prefudics of the businsss entiry: -

Frovided, however, That the employer fi f'rst wughr to pmv:rin:. reasanable ;

accommaodations for disabled persons; -

Failing to select or administer in the most effective mannsr :mp!lﬂmm -
tests which accurately reflect the skills, aptitude or other factor of the
disabled applicant or employee that such test purports to measure, rather
than the impaired 5-.“50['}', manuat ar spr.a.ng skills of su\,h applicant or
employes, if any: and =

Bxeluding r.hsab]ed pcrscms fmm membcrshlp in labar Uut::r‘b ar SII'.I'I.I]d.F
nrgm:zaucms.

(R}

- (1]

%

SECTION 33, En:p!mlmeru Emrance E.‘xamma:mn ‘Llpnr an offer af

employmeant, a disabled nppl:cant may bv: subm...tt.d o mud:':.ai :1ammn.tmn on lh:
follo wmﬂ GoCasions: A

djs.abuhry‘ depl '.= i

b} mt’mmaamn obmmcd during the rm:dn:a1 condition or h15tcur_l,f of the
apphicant iz collected and maintained on separate forms and in separale

medical Fi-‘s‘hnd ] In:a:n:d a5 3 conf_dn:n[ta. rn._dl...al rcccrrd., Pmﬂdui '
howewver Th.ﬂl." Hh :

. 'I
AR A

) mlp:r\rlssrs aud managcrs may be mfurmod regarding necessary—
-+ restrictions on the work DrHuncs of the employzss and necessary
accommodations;
(2} first aid and safery personnsl may be 'tnfarnu:d, when appmprim:. if
the disability might requirs emerzency treatment;
{3} zovermment officidls investizating compliance with this At shall be
provided relevant information on request; and

{4} the resubs of such :xnmma:mn are ws=d only in accordance wuh this
At :

CHAP';I'ER 2 = Eli:.criminat'lnn on Trmkspnrtntiun R S

SECTION 34, F:r!:lf:c I'r*ms,rmrm.rrc:—:z - I. s‘m]l be n:nns1d:r:d dlscrum:m[lmq )
for the franchisees or pperators and personnel of sea, land, and air transporation
facilitizs 10 charge higher fare or to refuss to convey 2 passeneer, h1s or[hop:dm
dew.,,s. personal effzors, and m:n:han:issc by r::as‘:rn of his d:sam!rty E

1 .l.- -=< .;...._-. '-,_'-_._1' Rt Bl

cm-.PrER:a Djscrmman{mmtthscanub!b: e

Ac-"mrnndntmr-.s and. Sl:rw"cs

E R

Dismissing or tsrminating the services nFad:sab]sd;:mpla}ub}r reasonof - ¢




ss.s:n;::h 35 Pum.:man-n.adanm and s:mm For -"1."'“'JS§ of this

(=)

(d)
(ﬂ
]
)
()
(i)
4 ()

T oa
U

SECT IE}N 3&. Du'mmmanan on rh: 1 :.: af Fu.':!r: A:cmumf.rmmns {a) Mo :
disabled persons shall be dla-mmuw:d on the basis of disability in the full and equal .
enjoyment of the goods, 5:"#!!:#:5, fa..1|u.1c5 priy Tvile gﬁ advantages or accommodations

o ﬂwm.._mdl ﬂ-J..u'h-_th:_tﬂilcmnﬂ' i

(.

_:Jthn:r pianc f

an inn, hotel, motel, or n_hcr plac- of lod g:n; c:e&pr fn.- an mhl.smnmr
located within 2 building that contains not more than five (5) rooms for rent

. or hire and that is actually occupied by the propn:m of such establishment *
- &s the residsnce of such propricton, » =o. - ot

a restarant, bar, or other -.-,s{ahhshrnwmt s:rv:ng food ar dnnlv; _

a motion piciurs, theater, concert hall, st:m:hum or other place of exhibition
OF cnisriainment, . 5
an auditorium, convention center, Ie.c'urc hall, or mh:r p1a|::-'~ of pl.lb-].l"‘
gathering;

a bakery, grocery stor, hardwarc store, shcpp]mr center, or c:rﬂr:r 5-.'.‘11..-5 ar
rental establishmenr;

a bank, barber-shog, beaury- shnp travel service, fum:ra! pﬂ.ﬂnr Zas station,
office of a lawyer, pharmacy, insurance office, professional office of &
health care provider, hospital or other service establishment; -

2 terminel, dzpot, or other station us.cd for specified public lmnspurtatmn
& musssum, galiery, library or other place of public display or collection;

a park, zoo, amusement park, or other place of recreation;

anursery, elementary, secondary, unucrgmduatn ar p{:usi-gmduatc priv ate

“school, or other place of educction; » - &

a gymnasium, health spa, bowling ullr.y. ngf mursc, ar. -
erciss rrl:cn:atm :

of any place of public sccommodation by any persan who owns, l:nsr.s, of OpErales &
place of public accommodzation. The following constiture acts of d:s‘.nmrlatmn

(1}

(e

)

denying a disabled person, dire:r."['l}’ or thmugh l:untrat’tua.l. licensing, or
other arrangement, the oppartunity to pamicipars in or benefit from the
goods, services, facifiizs, privileges, adw.nrat:s or a::mmodanuns ofan
ntily by reason of his disabifing

aﬁ'ﬁlﬂﬂ“ E disabled person, onths bﬁls of hm dmabﬂr:_',r,dwscuy or Huuuﬂh
contractual, licensing, or ather arrangsment, with the opporunity o

* paricipate in of benefit frota a good, service, facility, privilege, advantage, -

of accommodation that is not squal 1o ﬂm afforded 1o other ab]a:-b-adiad
pemsons, and oo s 1

providing a disabled p-c'scm. on -h‘ basis nf his disabiliry, dirﬁﬂ!" or

- . through conmraetusl, lizensing, or other amangemant, with e sood, ssrvice, -

faciliry. advantage, privilsge, or ascommodation that is different or separate

-from that provided 1o other able-bodied persons unlsss such action'is
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d:ff:rmcpmgramsnramwm prm-':d:ad in accordancewith this section, an
individuzl with & disabiliry shall noc b:dm::d:htq:q:lunuty 1o pamv::parr.
in such programs or activirics that zre not separate or different. .-, °

(d) Association - It shall be d.tmnm.a.tm}r to exciuds Drmimmsedmy :,qua]

(el

poods, services, facilities, ad-.ramnga.pnviiug:s. accammodations or other
oppartunities to an individua) or entity because of the known disability of.

. &n individual with whom the’ md-ﬂdual or :nnr)r 15 knuwn o hav: a2
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(3) failure 1o take soch steps as mey be necessary 1o ensure that no
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_abscntu of aumlmry aids and services, unlﬁss the entity can,

* demonstrate that taking. such steps would iﬁ;:nd.au'nl:n:al];g.r alter the

nature of the good, service, famhty, prnrlil:g: ‘advantage or, .

a..cumﬁoda:mn being ¢ fov.‘.l".‘.d ob wauld result in undus burder;

i) afal]un:,m rafncve.amhu..ctuml. bamn.‘:rﬁ amr] l:ummmmﬂlm'l bama i
* that are structuralin nature, in n:ms!mg fal:mn:';. wh-._rr. su-:'h mmaval'_ :

o rl:-u.l:illy MJE.VEb]EAEﬂ#.-
(5) whefe an entity can dm‘:ansrmc !
. clause (4} is 'nm.p:ad;l':,r achic

: 5..r'-'ices; faL.;L

L ics, prwllcgcs advantag::;, ar. a:curm:uud ations -
B avztiabic thmugh :.I:r.mat:vc mﬂhods if such. mudmds are :rcadtiy -




L |

SECTION 38, Implementing Rules and Regulations. - The Deparment of
Phblic: Works and:Highways shall formulate: the niles.and.
implement the pravisions of this Chapter.
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TITLE FOUR: FINAL PROVISIONS -

SECTION 35. Housing Program. - The National Government shall take into
consideration in its national shelier program the special housing requirements of
disabled persons. : :

SECTION 40, Role of National Agencies and Local Government Units. -
Lacal government units shall promote the establishment of organizations of disabled
persons in their respective 1erritorial jurisdictions. National agencies and local
EOvemumenl units may enter inlo joint ventures with organizations or associations of
disabled persons to explore livelihood opponunitiss and other undertakings that shall

cnhance the health, physical fimess and the econamic and social well-being of disabicd
Persons. e e e T g0 .

SECTION 41. Support From Nengo vernment Organizations. - Non-
Eovemment orgenizations or privars volunt=sr organizations dedicated 1o the purpose
of promating and enhancing the welfare of disabled persons shall, s they, are herehy
encourzged, become partners of the Government in the implementation of vocarional
rehabilitation measures and other related programs znd projects. Accordingly, their.
participation in the implemsntation of ssid measures, Programs and projects is 1o be
extendzd all possible suppan by the Government.

. The Governmen: shall sponsor a volumtesr service program which shall hamess
the involvement of private individuals in the provision of assistance to disabled persons.

SECTION 42, Tax Incentives. - (&) Any donation, bequest, subsidy or financial
aid which may be mads 1o government agencies engaged in the rehabilitation of
disabled persons and organizations of diszbled persons shall be exempt from the
. donor's tax subject 1o the provisions of Sestion 94 of the National Internal Revenue

Codz (NIRC), 2s amended and shall be ailowed 25 deductions from the donor’s gross
income for purposes of computing the taxable income subject to the provisions of
Section 29 (h) of the Code. : ey :
~(b) Donations from foreign countries stiall bs exem ps from tax=s and dutiss on

importation subject 1o the provisions of Section 105 of the Tariff and

s Customs Code of the Philippinss, as amendsd, Section 103 of the NIRC,”

&8s emended and other relevan: laws and international agresments, .
(¢) Local manufacturing of t=chnical aids and appliances used by disabled
persons shall bs considered as & preferred area of investment subject to the
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(1) repaiation of investmenis,
(2) reminance of eamingsy - g '
(3) remiitancs of payments on forsigrrcontracts;
(4) freedom from expropriations;, . .
(5) freedom from requisition of investment;
(6) income 2x holiday; e
(7) edditional dsduction for labor expense; -
(8) 12x and dury exemption on imported capital equipmens;
(%) tax credit on domestic capital equipment )
- - {4 0) exemption from contrastor’s tax; ;
(11) simplification of customs procedures ECN .
(12) unrestricred use of consigned equipmeny;
(13) employment of forsign nationals; ©
(14) tzx credit for taxes and dutics onrew materials, - .
(15) azcess 1o bond=d manufacturing/rading warshouss system; :
(16) exemption from taxes and dutics on imported sparc pans; and,. -

(17) exemption from wharfage ducs and any export tax, duty import and

fee L : "! “E

alore - T

SECTION 43. Continuity Clause. - Should ary deparimsat or agency tasked

with the enforcement or formulation Dfrl.'l!e._sulldre.gula:mn::nd gt_l]_ldnihl_:s for
implementarion of any provision of this Act is abolished, merged with another
depanment or 2gency or modificd, such shall not affect the enforcement o formulation

of rules, rezulations end guidslines for implementation of this Actatheeffectthat- .

() In cass of abolition, the department or eg=ncy established to replace the
abaiished department or agency shall fake-over the functions undss this Act

i of ths abolished dspamment or agency,

(b} In case the departmen or agency tasked with the enforcement or
formulation of rules, regulations and guidelines for implementation of this

" Actis merged with another dspanment or agency, the former shall continue

ths finstions undsr this Act of the merged department or agency.

{c) In cass of modification, the departmeni or agency modificd shall continue
thz functions undsr this Act of the department or agancy tmmmugm i
modification: " 0 Lol i e e

SECTION 44, -Enforcement by the Secretary of Jussice~ _

(2) Denial of Right - _ S e (R

(1) Duryto Investigate - the Secretary of Justice shall investigate alicged”

- violations of this Act, and shall undertake periodic reviews of Al
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{1) nn]r'p“m:m Of Eroup of persons is :ngaz:d ma pan:m crrpra..nn.-ct' o
discrimination undsr this Act; or -

{2} any person or group of persons has Jbezn d:l:-::rmmar.r.d agams! umjn:r .
this Act and such discrimination raises an issue of general public

- impanance, the Secretary of Justice may commence a legal action-in
&ny appropriate cuurL

SECI'IDN 43, Awthoriry of Court. - The cour may grant any cquitable relicf
that such court considers to bc-.appmpna.tt Jincluding, 1o the extent rr.qulmd by this Ack:

(a} graniing temparary, preliminary or pe:rman:m relicf;
(b) providing an auxiliary aid or servics, modification of policy, practice or -
procedure, or aliemative method; and

() making facilities readily a\.hess.lbi.. to and usable by individuals with
d:sabllmc;s 2

SECT'IGN 46, Penal Clause < {a} A,n}r pcrscun who wo‘la:-;s any pmvmnq of
this Act shali suf fn:r the fnliowmg p:nam.,s, e

(1) for t]'u: first vmla:mn a fine of not less than F:ft}r thuusan{! PpCsos
. (P50,000.00) but not saceedi ing One hundred thousand pesos
- (P100,000.00) ar imprisonenznt of not less thar six {6) months but not more
i than two (2) years, or both at the discretion of the court; and
(2} forany subsequent violation, a fine of not less than One hundred thousand
‘pesos (F1O0,000.00) but not exceeding Two hundred thousand pEs0s
-+ (F200,000.00) or imprisonment for not less than two (2) years burnot more
than six (&) years, of both 3t the discretion of the cour.
(b} Any person who abuses the ]:rnwlcg:s granted hersin shall be pumshtd with
* ' imprisonment of not less than six (6) months or 2 fine of not less than Five
thousand pesos (P5,000.00) but not more than Fifry thousand pesos
: fPS{! (KDLOKD), or bath, ar the discretion of the court.
() Ifthe violetoris a corporation, organizetion or any similar enriry, the
; officials thereof direzily involved shall be liable therefor,
-, (d) If the viclator is an alien or a foreigner, he shall be deponed immediately
"t afier service of semence w:thnut further depontation pmc..:mn"s

SECT‘DW 47. Approprigrions. - The ATMOUNE NESSS5aTY 1o carmy out the

3 prcmsmns of this Act shall be included in the General .kppmp'mnnm At of the }r::a:
fu:rtmv-'m g its enactment into law and th..rr.aft::r

SECT'IDN 43 .'Ssp:zrabiﬂqr Clause. - Shuuld any pmwsmn af this Act b=
fuund un:onsmm:mal by & court of law, su..h p]'DVlSll:rns shall be severed from the
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its publication in any twa ) nmpapm of gmmm‘s.tm
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(Signed) Sl T ;
= TTRA o EE H’EFTALIP..GGNZ_-’-.I_ES -
RAMON V. M ; - President of the Senats -
Speaker of the House el PN e 2

: . of chn:s;mtiv;s a0

s Bill No. 1286 and House Bill No. 35091,
Thi b 1 which is & mnsnhd:.tmn nf Scna.w.
ua:fll;ﬂli:r passed by the Senate zmdth: House of R:prl‘_hmatw:s on .Tanuary 11. ]‘:}91
md]anu.a:j' 16, !9'5‘2 r:spcv::we‘ry S e i i i
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CS:UC&-;L{:}‘;M:LI i, Secratary of the Senate

House of Representatives

Apprm:c;.-‘: March 24, 1992 -
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FACT SHEET

oy ~»
HOUSE BILL NO. © 709

(as approved by the Committee)

“AN ACT
REQUIRING THE USE OF FILIPINO SIGN LANGUAGE INSETS FOR LOCAL NEWS
PROGRAMS, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTION 22 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO.
7277, AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE ‘MAGNA CARTA FOR PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES”

Introduced by: Reps. Teddy A. Casino, Neri Javier Colmenares, Rufus B. Rodriguez,
Maximo B. Rodriguez, Jr., Raymond V. Palatino and Ben P. Evardone

Committee Referral: COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC INFORMATION
Committee Chairperson: REP. BEN P EVARDONE

OBJECTIVE:

« To make television programs more accessible to persons with hearing disabilities

KEY PROVISIONS:

+ Requires all free-to-air television stations to provide Filipino sign language insets,
and where possible, closed caption or subtitles in at least two (2) newscast
programs a day and special programs covering events of national significance.

« Grants the free-to-air television stations the option to provide for Filipino sign
language insets in other programs such as those pertaining to cultural affairs,
livelihood and those catering to children.

RELATED LAW:

« Republic Act No. 7277, as amended, otherwise known as the “Magna Carta for
Persons with Disabilities”

Now. 15 2012



Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City, Metro Manila
15" Congress
3" Regular Session

MINUTES OF THE MEETING CONDUCTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
INFORMATION HELD ON NOVEMBER 13, 2012, 1:30 PM AT CONFERENCE ROOMS 3
AND 4, MITRA BUILDING, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, QUEZON CITY.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Rep. Ben Evardone, Chairman
Rep. Rodante Marcoleta Vice-Chairman
Rep. Rachel Del Mar, Vice-Chairperson
Rep. Mercedes Alvarez

Rep. Teddy Brawner Baguiiat, Jr.
Rep. Leopoldo Bataoil

Rep. Rodel Batocabe

Rep. Teddy Casifio

Rep. Cinchona Cruz-Gonzales
Rep. Rogelio Espina

Rep. Abigail Faye Ferriol

Rep. Sharon Garin

Rep. Jim Hataman-Salliman
Rep. Bernadette Herrera-Dy
RFep. Josefina Joson

Rep. Niel Benedict Montejo

Rep. Raymond Palatino

Rep. Raden Sakaluran

Rep. Mark Aercn Sambar

Rep. Victorine Dennis Socrates
Ren. Ma. Victoria Sy-Alvarado
Rep. Irwin Tieng

Rep. Rodolfo Albano

Rep. Lani Mercado-Revilla

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS AND DEPUTIZED MEMBERS PRESENT:

Deputy Speaker Lorenzo Tafiada i

Deputy Majority Leader Roman Romulo

Deputy Majority Leader Jorge “Bolet” Banal

Minarity Leader Danilo Suarez

Deputy Minority Leader Maria Milagros “Mitos” Magsaysay

Rep. Giorgidi Aggabao (deputized by Deputy Speaker Jesus Crispin Remulla)
Rep. Emmeline Aglipay (deputized by Deputy Speaker Daisy Avance-Fuentes)
Rep. Rodalfo Antonino (deputized by Deputy Speaker Pablo Garcia)

Rep. Kaka Bag-ao (deputized by Deputy Speaker Maria lsabelle Climaco)
Rep. Walden Bello (deputized by Deputy Speaker Raul Daza)



AUTHORS PRESENT:

Rep. Juan Edgardo Angara
Rep. Rodoifo Antonino
Rep. Sergio Apostol

Rep. Kaka Bag-ac

Rep. Walden Bello

Rep. Teddy Casifio

Rep. Raymond Palatino
Rep. Rene Relampagos
Rep. Rufus Rodriguez
Deputy Speaker Lorenzo Tanada il
Rep. Sherwin Tugna

OTHER HOUSE MEMBERS PRESENT:

Rep. Luzviminda llagan
Rep. Antonio Tinio

I. CALL TO ORDER
The Chairman, Rep. Ben P. Evardone, called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m.
. ROLLCALL

On motion of Rep. Apostol, duly seconded, the committee secretary was directed to call the
roll of members. After ascertaining the existence of a quorum, the committee secretary was
directed to identify the ex-officio members and deputized members present.

At this juncture, Rep. Luzviminda llagan informed the Body that she was deputized by
Deputy Speaker Pablo Garcia for this meeting. Rep. Evardone replied that Deputy Speaker
Pablo Garcia appears to have deputized two members, the other being Rep. Antonino and
that the committee is currently seeking clarification from the Office of Deputy Speaker Pablo
Garcia. Later in the meeting, the Office of Deputy Speaker Pablo Garcia confirmed that its
deputized member is Rep. Antonino and that it had inadvertently issued a deputation to Rep.
ilagan.

lll.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

On motion of Rep. Josefina Joson, there being no objection, the minutes of the meeting of
March 13, 2012 were approved by the Body,

IV. APPROVAL OF THE SUBSTITUTE BILL AND COMMITTEE REPORT ON THE BILLS
ON SIGN LANGUAGE INSETS AND CLOSED CAPTION: House Bill No. 4121 {Reps.
Casifio and Colmenares, House Bill No. 1055 (Reps. Rufus Rodriguez and Maximo
Rodriguez), House Bill No. 3838 (Rep. Palatino)

Rep. Rodriguez sought to delete the word “Filipine" from the phrase “Filipino sign language”.
He reasoned that in Mindanao, English is better understood than Tagalog, which is what the
Filipino refers to, and using Tagalog discriminates against the inhabitants of Cebu and those
from Regions VIl to XV1. He further noted that Section 22 of the Magna Carta for Persons
With Disabilities (Republic Act No. 7277 as amended), which the bill proposes to amend,
does not contain the word “Filiping”,

2



Rep. Palatino, the chair of the Technical Working Group, explained that the word “Filipino”
refers to the sign language, and not the spoken and written languages of Filipino or English.
He added that the use of Filipino sign language was the proposal of the stakeholders from
the deaf community and the academe. Rep. Palatino further pointed out that there is
American sign language but not English sign language, and that the bill is for the benefit of
the deaf community and not the media.

Rep. Casifio stressed that it is called Filipino not because it is Tagalog-based but because it
covers the anthropological devices, or cultural symbols and practices, of all Filipinos. To
illustrate, he pointed out that the sign for “dog” is the same for a deaf person using Filipino
sign language, whether that person is Tagalog- or Visayan-speaking. He assured the Body
that even the deaf population in non-Tagalog speaking regions agree on the use of Filipino
sign language, because they are more familiar with those signs compared to English or other
foreign symbols.

At this juncture, Rep. Magsaysay asked the authors for the specific provisions of the existing
law that are being amended. Rep. Casifio replied that in the existing law, the networks are
merely encouraged to put sign language insets, whereas in the bill, the networks are being
required to provide sign language insets in at least two news programs. The other
amendment specifies the use of Filipino sign language because this is what the deaf
community recommended. he added.

Rep. Antonino pointed out that major news outfits, such as The Filipino Channel and GMA
International are now broadcasting their news and public affairs programs internationally. If
these networks are required to use Filipino sign language insets, they might lose foreign
audiences that do not understand Filipino. He proposed to give the networks the discretion
to use the appropriate sign language in their news programs.

Reps. Joson, Marcoleta, Tugna, Herrera-Dy, and Tinio also propounded their views on the
matter of using Filipino sign language.

On the query of Rep. Magsaysay about the target beneficiary of the hill Rep. Casifio
stressed that the bill is intended for Filipino deaf persons, not for American, Italian or French
deaf persons. Therefore, he added, Filipino sign language is appropriate to use.

Thereupon, Rep. Banal moved to divide the House. By a vote of 19-9, the Body decided in
favor of retaining the word “Filiping”.

On motion of Deputy Speaker Tafiada, there being no objection, the Body approved the
Substitute Bill. The secretariat was thereafter directed to prepare the Committee Report.

Rep. Sy-Alvarado proposed to include all members of the committee and House members
present as co-authors of the bill. There being no objection, the motion was carried.

V.  INITIAL DELIBERATION ON HOUSE BILL NO. 3701 — An Act Declaring November

Twenty-Three of Every Year as “Philippine Press Freedom Day” (Reps. Co,
Batocabe and Garbin)

Rep. Batocabe adopted the explanatory note to House Bill No. 3701 as his sponsorship
:speech. He added that November 23 should be remembered not only for the sacrifices of
Jjournalists but also as a day to promote press freedom.



VI

On motion of Rep. Baguilat, there being no objection, the Body approved House Bill No.
3701. The secretariat was thereafter directed to prepare the Committee Report.

DELIBERATION ON THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (FOI} BILLS:
a. INITIAL DELIBERATION ON HOUSE BILL NO. 6555 {Rep. Ejercito)

Moting that the author was not present, Rep. Antonine moved to suspend consideration of
House Bill No. 6555, At this juncture, Deputy Speaker Tafiada observed that the bill is
almost the same as the consolidated version, prompting Rep. Antonino to offer to sponsor
the said bill so that it could be incorporated in the consolidated version of the 15 measures
previously filed. There being no objection, the Body authorized Rep. Antonino to sponsor
House Bill No. 6555, with its explanatory note adopted as the sponsorship speech.

b. CONTINUATION OF DELIBERATION ON THE REVISED PROPOSED
CONSOLIDATION OF THE FOLLOWING MEASURES:

House Bill No. 53 (Rep. Tafiada)

House Bill No.11 (Rep. Biazon)

House Bill No. 22 (Rep. Teodoro)

House Bill No. 59 (Rep. MNograles)

House Bill No. 86 (Rep. Angara)

House Bill No. 133 (Reps. Casifio & Colmenares)
House Bill No. 301 (Reps. Bello & Bag-ao)
House Bill No. 830 (Rep. Romualdo)
House Bill No. 1713 (Rep. Apostol)

10. House Bill No. 1968 (Rep. del Mar)

11. House Bill No. 2128 (Rep. Castelo)

12. House Bill No. 2969 (Rep. Escudero)

13. House Bill No. 4252 (Rep. Antonino)

14. House Bill Mo, 4851 (Rep. Tugna)

15. PETITION Mo. 0002 {Petition Through Indirect Initiative by the Ang
Kapatiran Party)

LoNO; bW

The Chair informed the Body that the parliamentary status of the consoclidated measure is
that in the last hearing, there were clarificatory questions propounded by Rep. Casifio to
Undersecretary Manuel Quezon, and that he made a reservation to propound further
guestions. However, Usec. Quezon was not present to answer the questions,

Rep. Casifio expressed his disappointment over the absence of the representatives from
Malacafiang. He manifested that he has several reservations on the exemptions proposed
by Malacafang, specifically the provisions exempting information on the minutes of meetings
and opinions expressed during deliberations and policy formulation, as well as information
with respect to internal security operations, which would most likely include human rights.
However, he expressed willingness to propose amendments to these provisions on the floaor,
just to expedite the process in the committee level,

At this juncture, Rep. Antonino questioned the process by which the consolidated version
came about. He observed that his bill was referred fo the Committee earlier than the version
drafted by Malacafiang. However, when the TWG came up with a second consolidated
version, it incorporated the Malacafiang inputs but did not consider his bill.
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The Chair interjected that in the last hearing, the Body was not able to resolve several
issues, such as the definition on the issue of exceptions from disclosure, and the aspect of
national security, and the deliberative process as raised by Rep. Casifio,

He added that the TWG was also unable to resolve the issues as contained in House Bill No,
830 by Rep. Romualdo, particularly the issue on how to classify information that is exempted
from disclosure, and the inclusion of private institutions in the coverage of the FOI. He
further noted that Rep. Mercado-Revilla also raised concerns about safeguards against the
possible abuse or misuse of information obtained through the FOL. Lastly, the TWG was also
unable to resclve the question of including a right of reply provision in the bill.

Deputy Speaker Tafada explained that the bill of Rep. Antonino is practically the same as
that of the consclidated version, except for the section on the right to reply. Knowing that this
provision was a contentious issue, the TWG decided to refer the matter to the mother
committee. He pointed out that after the TWG identified the contentious issues for the
mother committee to resolve, the latter should have either reconstituted the TWG to tackle
the said issues, or held mother committee hearings to address the same.

Rep. Magsaysay opined that the authors and members should have been asked during a
committee hearing about their stand on the incorporation of Malacafiang inputs in the
consolidated version.

In response, Deputy Speaker Tafiada cited page 6 of the minutes of the previous meeting,
which stated that the Bedy, on motion of Rep. Romualdo duly seconded by Rep. Baguilat
and there being no objection, had agreed to use the revised proposed consclidation of the
FOI bills with inputs from Malacafiang as its working draft in the next hearing. Therefore,
such question can no longer be entertained, he said.

On the matter of conducting committee hearings, the Chair explained that the committee
could not hold the same as it was still waiting for the comments of the other stakeholders on
some provisions. He emphasized that he did not want to ram the bill down the throats of the
members precisely because of its contentious nature.

He also read the letter of Rep. Romualdo asking the committee not to close the discussion of
the measure today to allow him to further participate in the deliberation. He mentioned that
Rep. Romualdo is currently at the Commission on Elections to file a disqualification case
against his opponent.

After a lengthy debate, Rep. Bello moved to approve the consolidated version of the FOI bill,
which Rep. Antonino manifested his objection thereto. Noting that the plenary session had
already started, Rep. Antonino moved te adjourn. Thereupon, the Chair adjourned the
meeting based on Rule 11, Section 70 of the House Rules.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no other matters to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 4:34 p.m.



| hereby certify to the correctness of the foregoing minutes.

CATHERINE N. MACIPAGAL

Committee Secretary

Approved by:

=

BEN. P. EVARDONE
Chairman



