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EXPLANATORY NOTE

A minor is one of the most important assets of the nation. Every effort should be
exerted to promote his welfare and enhance his opportunities for a useful and happy
life. A minor is not a mere creature of the State, hence his individual traits and aptitudes
should be cultivated to the utmost in so far as they do not conflict with the general
welfare.

Today, one of the biggest issues confronting the youth is the negative
consequences of internet and computer addiction among the students. The youth, as
young as seven years old would spend eight hours a day at cyber cafes playing online
and off-line games instead of using the internet to do their homework.

It has been observed that minors, most of them in school uniforms, are seen in
the internet cafes during class hours, instead of attending classes in school. In fact,
teachers have also complained that school attendance of some students in some
classes is very poor.

In fact, minors would come to use the internet cafes, often unlicensed for gaming
purposes. Upon spending their money, the minors would become indebted to the café
operator and offered the chance to clear the debt by performing indecent, sexual acts
with largely foreign clients. Photographs and videos of the incidents would then be
uploaded onto the internet and the minor would either pay the debt and leave or
continue working to earn mare maney to fund their gaming.



The operations of these establishments have been inadequately regulated
especially those in close proximity to educational institutions, contributing to the rise of
internet child pornography.

Likewise, the entry of minors/students to internet cafes or computer rental shops/
computer gaming shops or centers must likewise be regulated to prevent them from
excessive playing of computer games especially during school hours that can adversely
affect their performance in school.

For it is the youth who will eventually be called upon to discharge the
responsibility of leadership in shaping the nation’s future; nevertheless, the time that the
minors spend at the cafes and video game shops provides negative impact on their
education.

It is for these reasons that the immediate approval of this Bill is earnestly sought.
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AN ACT PROHIBITING THE ENTRY OF MIMORS I INTERNET CAFES OR
COMPUTER RENTAL SHOPS/ICONMPUTER GAMING SHOFPS OR CENTERS,
PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR WVIOLATION THEREOF AND FOR OTHER
PLURPOSES
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