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HOUSE BILL NO.

Introduced by the Honorable BENHUR L. SALIMBANGON

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The vastness of the Philippine maritime zone and its rich resources dictate that we

should have a marine-based economy, Our aquatic territory exceeding 220 million =

hectares is more than seven (7) times our land territory which is only 30 million hectares. * -
Being on ‘archipelago of ‘more than seven thousand islands. the Philippines should have
been the center of the tishing industry in Asia, if not of the world.

To ensure that the fisheries and aquaculture sectors have the Necessary support to. =
maintain their sustainable and viable industries, there must be an army of knowledgeable
and capable fisheries officers at the municipal/city level to provide assistance to these
sectors. These fisheries officers will provide frontline services so that the sectors will be . -
kept current in the technologies that they will need to be competitive: will have assistance
in complying with fisheries laws. rules, and regulations; and will have access to local and -
intérnational markets for their produce. -

This Bill seeks to further strengthen the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic -
Resources by upgrading the Bureau Director and Assistant Directors to the ranks of -
Undersecremry and Assistant Secretary, respectively. The higher ranks of these bureay
officials will give them a position of strength when they negotiate for Philippine fisheries,
especially in internationa) trade negotiations and agreements. : ' ;

- Approval hereof is earnestly sought.

BENHUR L. SALIMBANGON
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Introduced by the I.’Icrnm"ablé .Benl".mr'l_. Saii.mbahghn |

i - AN ACT
‘STRF‘\IG THENING THE BL»REM OF FISHERIES AND AQU&TIC RESUURL I:S (B!‘ ﬂ\.R}

"AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTION 66 OF REPUBLIC ACT NUMBER &350,
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE PHILIPPINE FISHERIES CODE OF 1'}98 PRDVIDWG." ot
'FL‘\DS l'HI:REFUR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES :

Be it emcm.:e’ by. the Senate am:f ihe House af Rep:eee;rmm es caf .ri?fz Ph é’fppme,a m.-
C. ongress assembled: ; . :

SECTION 1. ‘%n,ctmn 66 of Republic Act 8350, mhcmlse known as the Fhillpplﬂﬁ‘--.
Fisheries Code of 1998 shall be amended to redd as fﬂ]lﬂws ' o

‘SEC 66. C ompom:on of BFA R - Asa lme bmeau thc BFAR shall be: ilEddEd.'::.'_

by a Diréctor WITH THE RANK OF UNDERSECRETARY and assisted by two (2)

Assistant Directors WHO SHALL HAVE THE RANK OF A’GSI'*?TAI\T"

SECRETARY AND who shall sypervise the administrative and technical services of the =

‘burean respectively. It shall establish regional AND provincial [and municipal] offices.: .- -
THE BUREAU SHALL ALSO HAVE MUNICIPAL/CITY FISHERIES -
OFFICERS WITH RANKS as may be appropnate and necessary 10 carry out - .

effecm ely al‘ld efnmf:mi} the pmwsmns of this Code.”

SEC. 2 The aml_:}um necesmry tc:-_etfec{wely carry out the implementation of this Act’ .0

shall be. included in the annual appropriations of the Department of Agriculture.

SEC. 3." This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its publication in the’ '
Officil Gazette or in two (2) national newspapers of general circulation. . -

.!-"Lppmved'.



