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ESTABLISHING AN EDUCATIONAL LSCHDLARSHIP PROGRAM FOR
IMMEDIATE DEPENDENTS OF OVERSEAS FILIPINO WORKERS (OFWs)
WHO DIED OR SUFFERRED PERMANENT DISABILITIES WHILE WORKING
ABROAD OR OVERSEAS AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THERFOR

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Short Title. - This Act shall be known and cited as the "OFW
Dependents Educational Scholarship Act of 2013,

SEC. 2. Coverage. - This Act sl all cover immediate dependents of
Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs), whether documented or undocumented, who
died or suffered total and permanent disabilities while worki ng abroad. The said
immediate dependents are interested an qualified to pursue an educational
course or training primarily in the field of science and technology,

SEC. 3. Declaration of Policy. - This Act is in furtherance of the State
FPolicies provisions of the Constitution, to wit:
1. Section 12, Article II, of the Constitution states: "The State recognizes

the sanctity of family life and shall protect and strengthen the family as
a basic autonomous social institution. It shall equally protect the life of
the mother and the life of unborn from conception. The natural and
primary right and duty of parents in the rearing of the youth for civic
efficiency and the development lof moral character shall receive the

support of the Government.”
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b). "Immediate dependent” refers to the legitimate, legitimated or legally
adopted, unmarried and not gainfully employed child of an Overseas Filipino
Worker.

¢). “total and permanent disability”| if as a result of the injury or sickness
the person is unable to perform any gainful occupation for a continuous period
exceeding 120 days.

d). "Documented Overseas Filipinol Workers (OFW) or Migrant Workers”
refer to those;

1). who possess valid passports and visas or permits to stay in the
host country and whose contracts of employment have been processed by the
POEA; or

2}). Registered by the Migrant Workers and Other Overseas

Filipinos Resource Center or by the Embassy.

Those who do not fall under the preceding paragraph are considered
undocumented OFWs or Migrant Workers,

e). “Undocumented Filipinos” refer to those:

1).who acquired their passports through fraud or

misrepresentation;

2). who possess expired visas or permits to stay;

3). who have no travel document whatsoever;

4). who have valid but inappropriate visas:

5).who leave the country to work abroad without any
documentation from the POEA;

6). who initially have papers from the POEA but whose validity
expired.

SEC. 5. Objective. -The paramount objective of this Act is to provide
assistance to immediate dependents of Owverseas Filipino Workers who died or

suffered total and permanent disability while working abroad or overseas by




providing educational scholarship programs

as a form of recognition by the State

of the OFWSs significant contribution to the national economy.
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Approved,
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