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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Pursuant to Consttunonal panciple that public office 15 a public trust, and the
corresponding  declaration that all public officers and employees are ar all nmes
accountable to the people, Section 17, Armicle X1 of 1987 Philbippine Constution
mandates that every public officer or employee shall submit a declaration under oath of

his assets, habilines, and net worth,

The Philippine legislanure enacted Republic Act No. 3019, otherwase known as the Ani-
Graft and Corupt Pragices A, on 17 August 1960. It has provisions that require the
mandatory disclosure of all public otficials and employees of their finances and financial
interests and is evidence thar, as early as 1960, Congress has already recognized that full
transparency on members of the povernment service 13 essential against corruption. Even
the Supreme Court, in the case of Morfe vs. Mutse (G.R. No. 1.-20387, 31 January 1968),
recognized and held thar RA 3019 “was precisely wmed ar curtaihng and muinimizing the
opportunities for official corruption and mamtaining a standard of honesty in the public

service” “intended to further promote morality in public administration.”

The disclosure requirements in RA 3019 were superseded by those under Republic Act
No. 6713, otherwise known as the Code of Conduct and Ethical Standards for Public Officials
and Employees, which laid down the rules on the mandatory filing by all public officials

and employees of thewr annual statement of assets, habilities, and ner worth (“SALN™).

The need to clanfy the mles on disclosure of the contents of a2 SALN and the




corresponding right of the people to access it has come to fore in light of the recent
exposes on cormuption issues. The plunder of public funds by unscrupulous public
officers and employees underscores the importance of open and public scrutiny 1n order

to promote honesty and inregrty.
This bill will ensure that the administration’s fuid #a dagn will be achieved. It 15 an
updated version of House Bill No. 2827 introduced by AKBAYAN Representanves

Walden F. Bello and Kaka . Bag-ao in the Fifteenth Congress.

In view of the foregoing, the passage of this bill 15 earnestly sought.

IB@B@UERRE‘Z I WALDEN F. BELLO
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AN ACT
PROMOTING TRANSPARENCY AND INTEGRITY IN THE GOVERNMENT
SERVICE BY ENSURING ACCESS TO THE STATEMENT OF ASSETS,
LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH AND THE DMSCLOSL RE OF BUSINESS

INTERESTS AND FINANCIAL CONNECTIONS FILED BY PUBLIC OFFICIALS

AND EMPLOYEES, AMENDING FOR THAT PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO.

6713, OTHERWISE ENOWN AS THE “CODE OF CONDUCT AND ETHICAL
STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES” AND FOR OTHER

PURPOSES

Be iz enacted by the Senate and Hosse of Repreremtatives of the Plalgppenes in Cougress assensbied.

SECTION 1. Short tritfe—This Act shall be known as the “3iip LALN Aot of 20737
SECTION 2. Declaration of policy—TPursuant 1o Secuon 17, Arnucle X1 and 1o Secuons 27
and 28, Article 11 of the 1987 Philiptine Consiitution, 1t 15 hereby declired a policy of the State o
ensure that the public will have access to the Statemnents of Aszers. Liabihines and Net Worth and

[hsclosures of Business Interesrs and [Financial Connectons filed by public officials and

employees to the end of promoting transparency and integriry in public service.

SECTION 3. Amendatory provision—Secction 8(C) of Republic Act No. 6713, otherwase



known as the “Cod of Comdind and Erbued Standiard

s Darployees” is hereby

amended to read as follows:

SO lvversibedity of docieseniy.—

(13 Any person shall have the right to inspect. any and all

statermnents filed under this Act Prsadd, Thar altbe—made

avatsbletor inspection s made dunng sevessensble Office hours:

Proprded, fariber. That this right is absohite and mav not be denied

or restricted for any other reason or on any other ground by the

the persons entrusted with the custody of the same as provided in

sttt MR

section 8{A) paragraphs (11, (23, (31, (41 and (51 of thi= \ei.

) Such starements shall be made scalalle toe copvme o
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filed as I't"i.’s'l]ll'{:’k_"l b_l. Jae,

(3) Any person shall have the mpht 10 obmin seguestns a

copy of 2 such staternents by giving a request, personally, by mal,

or clectronically, to the persons entrusted with the custody of the

same, as enumerated in Section 8(A) parapraphs (11, (2], (3], (4)

and (5] of this Act. and upon shaltberequiredse-par—s pavment

of a reasonable fee 10 cover the cost of reproduction and mailing

of such statement, as well as the cost of certficatnon: Prorded,
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statement within five (5] working days from receip

request; Prosided, fwrtber, That this rght is absolute and mav not be

denied or restricted for any other reason or on any other sround

by the the persons entrusted with the custodv of the same as

provided in Section 8(A) paragraphs (1), {2}, (31, (41 and (5] of

this Act.

(4 Any statement filed under this Act shall be available to the
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public for a period of ten (1) years atter recoipr of the smement.
After such period. the starement may be destroved unless needed
IT AN ONEeUE HVESIPanon.
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5y The persons entmsted wath the custody of the staiements

LS

required to be filed by Section ${A] pg&_;_‘a_u‘:'ap}‘.s (1) and ;:;__1;_1' this

Act shall, wadin duety (30) calendar days from the ome the

statements are filed as required by law, upload o ther otficial

websites a copy of such statements: Prasided, Thar such shall be

made available in the website for a period of ar beast three (5

years from the time they are uploaded.™

SECTION 4. Repealing clause—Any law. presidenual decree or issmince, executive order,
letter of mstructon, adoumistranve rule or regulation conirm 1o o nconsistent with the

provistons bE this ety particularh those nchnsistent provisiaisi= Mo b=t oo e L STk

i s herdbn repealed, modified or

aof Coosderst awd Edbival XNiaudards jor | Yealadis f)"'!l:;'f:?'f.-'.-‘:f and s |

amended accordingly. Secuon # of RA No. 6713 15 amended accordingly

SECTION 5. Separability clause—I f for any reason or reasons. 2y DA o provision af this
Act shall be held unconstitugonal, invalid or withour anv force or effect, other parts or

provisions hereof which are net affected thereby shall contnue 10 be n full toree and etfect.
SECTION 6. Effectivity clause—This Act shall take effect ffteen (15) days afier the
completion of its publication in the Offfdal Gagelte or in twa (2} newspapers of general

clreulation.

Approved,



