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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Constitution explicitly guarantees fréédoﬁ_of_-spéédh; of expression ot of the. 8
press. These “embraces a number of cognate rights all aimed at insuring the free and

offective communication of ideas from mind to mind.” These rights, however are

available in so far as it is exercised for the discussion »f matters affecting public interest
and no one shall injure the right of others. e e i s
This bill therefore seeks to institute a riechanism that will provide a mantle of

- protection to any person who may be victimized by any irresponsible media practitioner,
whose reckless, careless and unfounded ‘accusations of ‘wrongdoings may ruin ones
reputation. This is not in ‘any way intended to trample upon those Constitutionally .
guaranteed rights but to curtail the abusive exercise of such rights by granting any citizen
the opportunity to respond to allegations of wrongdoings by way of the Right of Reply or
the right to defend oneself against public criticism in the same venue it was aired or
published. e i : ; T R '

__ Somie legal luminaries '_viewéd the Right of F.ep‘lfés__a’h_ interference with frre,édﬂm.
of expression. However, some see it as a justifiable measure ‘which improves the free
flow of communication by ensuring the public with both sides of the story and by

preventing costly defamation suits which drain the resources of media outlets.

The Right of Reply has been in place for many decades in several progressive
countries in the world including the United States of America, United Kingdom,
Australia, Brazil, etc. ' A - - Eraredi ey

1t is worthy to mention that the mrid_’s bﬁ}adi:astiﬁg g_iai}t,.Bri;cish_ﬁrdé;imgting e

Company (BBC) has this Right of Reply in it'S'E-d.itorial'(}ﬁidelihes, as follows:



“When our output makes allegations of wrongdoing, inequity o incompestence Of
lays out strong and damaging critique on an individual or ins_ﬁtu‘_cion; the presumption is . .
that those criticized should be given a “right of reply”, that is. given 2 fair opportunity to
respond to the allegations.” ; e i g e R S S

_ The American Convention on Human Rights requires its state p_an-iés to introduce
either a right of reply ora right of correction under Article 14, 10 Wit .3 i

1. Anyone injured by inaccurate or offensive sﬁatefnéﬂfﬁ or ideas disseminated 10

the public in general by a legally regulated medium of commuitication has the =

right to reply or to make 2 correction using the same mmfnuriicatigin_dutlet,;_
under such conditions as mg_laW-may-'ﬁt&bliﬁh:- SR T L

2. The correction or reply shall not in any _cfaééfénﬁt other legal 1iﬁt::-i'iiti'&a' that
may have been et s e ) s -

Even our very own Commission on Elécj:ions (CDM;E.LE_C); “motivated by the
desire to ensure that there will be equal opportunities for ‘all candidates and limt

possibilities of bias reporting for or against a parficular candidate”, issued Comelec =
Resolution No. 9615 granting 4 right of reply. which states, - all parties and bonafide .

candidates shall have the right of reply to charges against them. The reply shall be given
publicity by the newspaper, television and/or radio station, which first printed or aired the
charges.” ; oy TR ' '

The foregoing facts and circumstances sufficiently. warrant the immediate
approval of this important piece of legislation. e .

: mGNGLmi ROSA ANTONINO-NADRES
| _.Repr'gsem:ative oo L -
 Fourth District, Nueva Ecija
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_ e ANRCT s it 8 el el
GRANTING THE RIGHT OF REPLY AND PROVIDING _PENALTIES FOR ANY
VIOLATION THEREOF A R T i e -

 Beit enacted by the Senate and the Hﬁu&e afRépresenmﬁves
of the Philippines in Congress assembled: e

SECTION 1. Short Title. - This Act <hall be known as the “Right of Reply Act
of 2013.” . e R T LA _

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. — 1t is hereby declared a policy of the State to
promote and protect the right of citizens to free speech, of expression of of the press by
encouraging their participation in a free market of ideas in a careful, balanced and
responsible manner that will not in any way injure the right of others. : £

Towards this end, the State shall grant fair and reasonable opportunity to any
citizen who maybe injured by inaccurate of offensive statements or ideas disseminated to
the public to respond to such allegation of wrongdoing to ensure that the public will hear
or read both sides of the story. xt et oI i :

SEC. 3. Right of Reply. — Any person, natural or juridical, who are accused
directly or indirectly of committing, having committed, or of intending to. commit any
crime or offense defined by law or are criticized by innuendo, suggestion of rumor or in
any form for any lapse in behaviour in public or private life shall have the right of reply
to the charges published or printed in newspapers, magazine, newsletter or publication or
aired over the same program on radio, television, websites, or through any electronic
device or other similar medium of information. ' 2 .



SEC. 4. Where to Broadcast or Publish the Repﬁ?. "~ The reply r;sf the person so
sccused or criticized shall be aired or broadcast over the same program on radio,
television, website of through any electronic device Of published in the same newspaper,

magazine, newsletter or other similar form of publication. .

SEC. 5. When to Broadeast or Publish the Reply. — The reply shall be aired or '
broadeast or published a day after the reply has been received by the publication
concemed or by the radio or television station that carried the broadcast being replied to.

_ SEC. 6. Length of Reply. — The reply shall not be longer than the space allotted
for the accusation oF criticism aired or pgbli_s.hegl-. ean oy BrEna

SEC. 7. Reply, Free of Charge. — The _brpadcas_ting'_'o'; pubiicatian of the reply
shall be made free of charge. L e . : i s

SEC. 8. Other Legal Remedy. — The broadcasting or publication éf.the fep.ly does
not preclude the filing of appropriate charges to the party or parties concerned. :

SEC. 9. Penalties. — The station manager or owner of the broadcast medium,
aditor -in-chief or publisher, internet provided or administrator, who fails or refuses to
broadcast or publish the reply as mandated under this Act shall be imposed a fine in the .
following manner: : Sl PN T Sp s

a) First Offense - — Twenty Thousand Pesos (PZD{JGG(}D} e
b) Second Offense _ Thirty Thousand Pesos (P30,000.00) -
¢) Third Offense - Fafty T_housand Pesos (PS_D_,E_!EJQ;{]{}} :

A penalty of one (1) year impriséﬁment shall be imposed upen any of them for
repeated failure or refusal to broadcast or publish the reply. : - '

SEC. 10. Repealing Clause. i All laws, decrees, executive orders, and rules an -
regulations, or parts thereof, inconsistent with the__pmvisit;:rhs of this Act, are hereby = -
repealed, amended ot modified accordingly. Cehal e

SEC. 11. Effectivity Clause. — This Act slf!all take effect fifteen (1'5} dayé after its
publication in any newE-pape'r of general circulation, el .

Approved,



