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HON. CHRISTOPHER S. CO

EXPLANATORY NOTE

According to the Philippine Statistics Authority, the Philippines’ abundance of
natural resources has been on the decline since 2006, while the population has
meteorically risen to the number of 102 million, no doubt a number requiring the
consumption of more of our natural resources, and sometimes, their depletion and
destruction. In a rapidly modernizing and technologically-oriented society, it is easy

to forget caring for the natural environment in the name of progress.

Section two of Article Xl of the 1987 Philippine Constitution mandates that
‘“The State shall protect the nation’s marine wealth in its archipelagic waters,
territorial waters, and exclusive economic zone, and reserve its use and enjoyment
exclusively to Filipino citizens”. Further, as the owner of all the natural resources of
the Philippines, the State has the implicit responsibility to care for all forestry, waters,

flora, fauna, and other natural resources for the benefit of the bureaucracy.

One of the harms we have to guard against is the loss of our biodiversity,
whether natural, physical, or biological. Tens of species are in threat of being lost
every year worldwide, and the effects are similar in the Philippines, where hundreds
of species are vulnerable, endangered, or critically endangered, for both flora and

fauna.
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In line with the imminent loss, wa propose a bill creating a National Integrated
Protection System where areas cradling these endangered species are recognized

as heritage sites, in order to provide the proper defenscs and sccurity to the

Philippines’ biodiversity.

Accordingly, the swift passage of this bill is earnestly squght.
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Republic of the Philippines

HOUSE OF THE REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City

SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS
First Regular Session

HOUSE BILL No. 133

Introduced by HON. RODEL M. BATOCABE, HON. ALFREDO A. GARBIN, Jr. and
HON. CHRISTOPHER S. CO

AN ACT
ENHANCING THE NATIONAL INTEGRATED PROTECTED AREAS SYSTEM
(NIPAS), PROVIDING FOR ITS MANAGEMENT, AND REPEALING FOR THE
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7586 AS AMENDED

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the
Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Title.- This Act shall be known and referred to as the Enhanced
National Integrated Protected Areas System Act.
SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. — Cognizant of the impact of human activities

on all components of the natural environment, particularly those brought about by
increasing population, resource exploitation and industrial advancement, and
recognizing the critical importance of protecting and maintaining the natural,
biological, and physical diversities of the environment notably on areas with
biologically unigue features to sustain human life and development, as well as plant
and animal life, it is hereby declared the policy of the State to secure for the Filipino
people and for future generations, the perpetuation of all native plants and animals
species through the establishment of a comprehensive system of integrated
protected areas within the classification of national park as provided for in the
Constitution.

It is hereby recognized that these areas, although distinct in features, possess
common ecological values that may be incorporated into a holistic plan
representative of the natural heritage; that effective administration of these areas is
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possible only through cooperation among national government, local governments
and c
protected areas must be consistent with the principles of biological diversity and

i.?

neermad private organizations; and that the use and enjoyment of these
sustainable development.
To this end, there is hereby established a National Integrated Protected Areas
System
(NIPAS), which shall encompass physically unigue areas and biologically significant
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public lands that serve as habitals of rare and endangeored ice of plants and
animals, biogeographic zones and related ecosystems, whether terrestrial, wetland
or maring, all of which shall be designated as profected areas. The System shall

recognize conservation areas and the management regimes of loca! governments
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units (LGUs), communitios an:

The State shall ensure the full implementation of this Act by establishing the
institutionza! mochaniam for the mobilization of resources and pro—‘-f%déng for adequate
scientific and technical support for the conservation of biod and the integrity of
ecosystems and cultura!l practices,

SEC. 3. Definition of Terms.— As used in this Act:

(a) £2)

biological and genetic resources for purposes of applying the knowledge
g g g

srospecting refors o the rosearch, coliection, and utilization of

i

derived therefrom solely for co

) uffer Zones refer 1o identifie cas outside the boundaries of and

bemadiataly adincant to o
PRI R aoieiad e i

—ont 1o | orotected areas pursuant to Section 6
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hereof that need special development control in order to avoid or minimize

herbarium specimens;

(d) Collectionr or Coffscling refers to the act of gathering or harvesting

wildlife and its by-products or derivatives;
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(e) Conveyance refers to every kind of vessel, including motorized or non-
meterized vehicles, non-displacement crafts and seaplanes that are used for
or may be used as a means of transportation on land or water.

€3] Delineation refers to the actual ground survey of the boundaries of
protected areas and their buffer zones including designated management
zones using the Glebal Positioning System (CGPS) or other applicable survey
instruments and technologies conducted for the purpose of drawing up a map
of the area;

() Demarcation refers to the establishment of the boundaries of protected
areas and their buffer zones using visible markers, monuments, buoys in case
of marine areas, and known natural features and landmarks, among others,
as a result of the actual ground delincation;

(h) Ecosystem Goods and Services rafer to the multitude of material and

non-material provisions and benefits from heaithy ecosystems necessary for

human sustenance and survival including supporting processes, provisioning

and regulating of the environment and preserving cultura! resources;
(i) Endemic Species refer to the species or subspecies of flora and fauna
vasiag

ich are naturally occurring and found only within specific areas in the

country;
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6] Exotic Species refcr to the specics or subspacics of fiora and fauna
which, historically, have not been naturally occuring within the protected area;
&)

energy resources, by geological, geo-chemica!l or geophysical surveys,

) ine act of scarching or prospecting for mineral and

remote sensing, test pi
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M Gear refers to any instrument or device and its accessories ulilized in
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taking, catching, gathering, killing dostic disturbing, removing,

or possessing resources within the protected area;
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(m) Geneclically Modified Crganism (GMO) refers to any living organism

f genetic material obtained through the

that possas
use of modern béaic-chna%ogy;
(n) Hunting refers to the killing or ealching of wild fauns for food and

recroational purposes, with the use of weapons such as guns, bow and arrow,

SDears, raps and snares,;

0 Indigenous Cultural Community (ICC)indigenous Pcople (IP) refers to
b /

a group of peopls sharing co bonds of langdzge, DUsions,

and other distinctive cuittural traits, and who have, since time immemorial
occupied, nossocand and utilized a territory;
(p) Integrated Protected Area Fund (IPAF) refers to the special account

establishea for the puwpose of finsncing the prejoth of e NIEAS and

individual protected areas in accordance with Section 16 hereof;

unintentiona!iy outside their natural habilats where they have the ability to

new environment;
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protected area, whether occupied and permanent and having
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little-or 1o provision to provent saiicrosion,

(s) Multiple-Use Zone refers to the portion of the protected area where

stionant, alitonal or ~pocial uses of the ond including '“-f"a":-:!.,%ﬁture, agro-
forestry, extraction activities and income generating or livelihood activities
may be aliowed fo the extont presoribed inthe monngomoniplor

(v Nafional Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) refers to the
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diversity, to ensure suclainabic
maintain their natural conditions to the greatest extent possible;
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such in the 1987 Philippine Constlitution which include all areas as
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ated for the conservation

LJ’J

>d nabitats and cuitural diversity;
) Natural Biofic Area refers to an area set aside to allow the way of life

of societies living in harmoeny with the envirenment to adzpt to modem

technology at their pace;
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protection of small features to prote

T

features on account of thielr spacial inforest o unigue ghorasloniniisg

€3 Matural Park refers i vely large area not materially altered by
nman achyny, Wi oxbicolive roccurce uses are not wilowed and is
maintained to protect outstanding natural and scenic arcas of naticnal or

intemaﬁfmf-‘“ cm?—\ Kimmnes tTar eniontifie priientimrnl mardd reoeremdTa sl cpm e
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) Decupying refers 1o a continucus stay of individuals or groups within a

Seeand Brn, Goolew RisEiNg O oiipnd in the stion of land or
fishing for more than 24-hours
(8} Poaching refers W galhisiing, CoiSoing, or potorasmg prodicls or

natural rescurces from the protected area by any individual person,

oTpsnation or enllly whaliorlsoat or forsign; in hewoase of matine protected

1 S o i

areas, this shall refer to operating any foreign fishing vessels by any person,
corporation, or entity withoutl 2 pormil

(aa) [Frofocled Area refers to idantified portions of land and water set aside
ny mooson of Bsir anigus physioal and Blelegieal significance, managed to
enhance biological diversity and protected against destructive human
expioitation;

{bb) FProfected Arca Ccoupants refer to parsons who are residing, utilizing,
s cuttivnting arons it the aretactad area. These include private owners,
indigenous people, tenured migrants and informa! sctlicrs;

(cc) Protected Arca Retaine

maintzined by any protected area and administered by the respective
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o fnooyss Acooid relsrs 1o g trust fund

Proterdad Brom Mosoromant Toand (PAMDY morcennting the sevenly-five
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(75%) of revenues generated from the protected area to support its
management;
(dd) Profected Area Superintendent (PASu) refers to the chicef operating

nosition in the

officer of the protected arcz with a permanent pls
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR);

{ee) Prolected Landscapes - Seascapes refer 1o areas of national

significance which are characlerized b; the harmonious interaction of man

and land while providing opporly
recreation, tourism and other economic activities;
(i) Erorecled Sposivs oler

under Philippine laws, rules and regulat

or animal declared protected

g. These shall include all species

listed underthe Convendien on Internationg! Tradle m Entlangorgd Spssizeof
Wild Flora and Founa (CITES) and all s Annexes, the Convention on the
Consoriation eh iioraisny Soacios (OS], héseanadifind under the: Red-List

categories of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and

% R ORI STRE SoE A g r frs
Natural Resources (UCN), or &y planit o anisnatb Which e DENE. PAME oF

any govemment agoncy may deom necessary for conservation and
preservation in the protected area;

(gg) Quarrying refors to the process of exiracting from, transporting,
removing and disposing ot of the preteclad areg sand, grave!, guano,

~r

imestene or any material resources found within the protected area. This

1.

~tibhslances as the

Director of the Mines and Geosciences Burcau may declare as quarry

resources such ag andesilo, hasall

I S
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earth, dicrite, decorative stones, gabbro, granite, limestone, marble, marl, red

huming ¢lays for gollodes and bricks, shyclite, rock ghosphate, sandstone,
serpentine, shale, tuff, volcanic cinders, and volcanic glazs from the protected
area;

{hh)

and relatively isolated and

’ -~ h.-\.-..«a.-\.-;. P ey
WirCe mGISIve IGiers LO an i

ated o protect the natural

resources therein for future utilization and to prevent or contain development



R & o 2 T & o B e O e B

T
W N e O

1

14

15
16
17
18
19
20
2)
22
23
24
25

27
28
29
30

Page 9 of 36

activities that could affect the resource pending the establishment of

iate xnowlcdge and planning;

(i) Special Account in the Gencral Fund (SAGF) refers to the trust fund
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revenues generated from the operation of individual protected area and
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Gj) Special Use refers to the development of land or water to support
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MCRR S i :?‘.'_'._i_:..‘.'c.j, CA AT L g

n

¥ ~ L T o oed 1
ecotourisivi  activilics angd  sin

structures of national interest such as communication facilities, transmission

ines, fgnis of way, oady warmning and monitoring stations, among cothers, as
provided in Section 24 hereof,
(kk)  Sirict Nature Rescerve refers to an arcs posnoszing &« outstanding

ccosystem, features, and species of flora and fauna of national scientific

Tomt i i SPNP SR PPN S e e e B SN St S PP e R
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undisturbed state in order to preserve ecologically representative examples of

2N processes in an
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the natural environment aveiiable for soicntific study ervirgomonts!

moenitering, education, and for the maintenance of genetic resources in

o~ o~y
el
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:nd evelutionary state;
(D Tenured Migrants refer to members of tenured migrant communities
as defined in this Ad

(mm)  Tenured Migrant Communities refer to communities within protected

ed five (B) ‘ys.?ars before the

designation of the same as protected areas in accordance with this Act and

A i Fomnn mngbe m bk

which are solely dependent therein for subcintonze
(nn) Threatened Species refer to a general term to denote species or
T e APt Rt NP Sy ul | P ~

or other accepted
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categories of wildlife whose population i
(00) Wildlife refers to the wild forme end varictios of flias and faung, in 8l

develcpmental s-t;zg-as, éz-w:iudéng those which are in captivity or are being




Q@ N U B W B e

ik
O WD

11
12
3
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
FA
22
23
24
25

27
28
29
30
3%

Page 18 of 36

(pp) WA, anctuary refers to an area which assures the natural

A A e

species, groups of

e i b A D

species, biotic communitics or physica! features of the environment where

these may regulie spocific human manipulctions for el porpciustion

SEC. 4. Cudg,c,;f}s The fellewing categories of protected areas are hereby
tablished:

a. Strict Nature Reserve

b. Natural Park

¢. NMatural Monument

d.  Wildlife Sanctuary

e. Protected Landscapes and Seascapes

f. Resource Recorve

g. Matural Biotic Areas and

h. Ofher caligones as waybe csipblished by lew or international

conventions and agreements of which the Philinoine Government is a

signatory.
SEC. 5. Establishment and Extent of the System.— The establishment and

IS . g | - [ A .
sstom shall involve the following:

ot kAl ok P
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(a) All areas or islands in the Philippines proclain

% QR PRUCEIEISE At I S el SEn s i Ty XS L2 e eSS e srstgaes

pursuant to a law, presidondiz
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as nalional park, game refuge, bird and wildlife sanctuary, wilderness area, strict
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SAEE FESONVE, WIDINea, Mangidys roadive,; 1180 Sanaaany, natural and historical
b ST A A S

landmark, protected and managed landscapc/scascapc as well as identificd and still

to be identified old-growth forests bofore the efficctiity of thiz Act, arc hoseby

ey e temibd g am e - HE ] -~
aesignated as initial components of the System. The initial components of the
~ £ 3 1o P “ 1 3 R %3 1 llel AT AR

y 3 CONT b0y o 3 > 1 124 >ns not inconsistent

with this Act until delisted;

1.Establishmiont as Profoolod Arcas- Rsids o
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cstaviished as protected areas through Acts of Congress, the following
15 of land are horeby eotellished a5 pretocied arcas with the land or

Y _} i - S

water classification of national park:
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2000

2.  Agoo-Damortis Prolecled Landecape and Scazoape

2000
3. Agusan Marsh Wildiife Sancluary 913

o

4. Alburquerque-Loay-Loboc 293

h"‘-,

Protecled Landscaps/Seascapc

5. Aliguay Island Protected Landscape 106

g At im iy Tt e adad 1 o o)y v Ls}
0. NP EGWEG rTGE red Landse ape 138

7. Amro River Protected Landscape

Aprit 23, 2000
8. Avpo lsland Protected Landscape/Seascape
1994
9. Apo Reef Natural Park

September 6, 1880
10. Baliangaoc Protected Landscape and Seascape
22, 2000
11. Balinsasayao Twin Lakes Natura! Park 414
12. Basilan Natura! Bictic Arez 321
13. Bataan Matural Park 192
1987

14, Bessang Pass Natura! Monument/Landmark 284

15. Bicol Natura! Park 431
16. Bigbiga Protected Landscape 290

17. BiriLaresa Protocled Landscope/Seascape 291

18. Bongsalay Natural Park 318
19. Buenavista Protecied Lancaoans 294

20. Bulusan Velcano Matural Park 421

tiral Riotic AREA A3

Juren
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Proclamation Date
318 May 31,

ra
~1
N

il
.ﬂ\y;n 23,

October 31, 19986
April 23, 2000

May 6, 1999
April 5, 2011
274

438 August 9,

868

418 November

November 21, 2000
May 31, 2000
November 27,

Aprif 23, 2000
December 29, 2000
April 23, 2000

April 23, 2000

May 31, 2000
Aprit 23, 2000
Movember 27, 2000
Dacember 22, 1998
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ilayiban Protected Landscape

23. Camotes lsland Protected 333

24, Casacnan Protected Landscape 289

g i am ly a ciim men UH ; PO VPRRON, ] ey IO 21 o, PRI
25, Caanauanas Sl S 1 Ole3y neserve

26. Chico Island Wil
27. Chocolate Hills Matural Monument

1997

28. Cuatro Islas Protected Lanascape/Seascane
2000
29.

iver Protected Landscape 278

30. Dumanduilas Bay Pretected 158
He &
31 Stz 271
Protected Landscape and Seascape
32. (?i::nf“hf?'?ﬂi?*ﬁﬁic:pe;ﬁniﬁeﬁs¢ape

September 26, 1994

33. HinuluganTakizk Piolecicd Landscane 412
34. Initac-Libertad Protected 260
ahd Seascape

35. Jose Riza! Memoria! Protected Landscaps 278
36. Katbario-Pat
37. Lagonoy Matural Bictic Area 297
38.
39.

.l
-
)
[%%]
[
[$4]
La

40.
41.

42. Mabini Protected Landscape and Scascape 31

W
(RS
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1158 February

February 2G, 2003

April 23, 2000
123

272 April 23,2000
1037 July 1,

270 Aprit 23,

April 23, 2000
August 10, 1999

Aprit 23, 2000

469

Wovamael 17,2000

September 16, 2002

-

April 23, 200
April 20, 2007
April 24, 2000
Fabruary 3, 1998
A Apih 22, 2007
January 31, 2008
April 23, 2000
April 23, 2000

e

May 31, 2000



43.
44.
45.
2000
46.
47.
48.

62.
63.

64.
65.

66.

68.

Mahagnao Volcano Natural Park

N iy, 8
Mainit FOLSRNNG «

Malabungot Protected Landscape and Seascane

T

Manleluag Spring Prote

Maring fw(q;tv«.w Jldife San bauary
Masinloc and Oyon Bays Protecied

Landscape and Scascape

!
tati Protected Landscape

L B e AP oo STTLEL ST RER o ORI WRRLn EEIPY 5 RPN g
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Mayon Velcano Natura! Park
Mt. Balatukan Range Nalura! Park

1 P T e gy PRl L [TOE St S g Digres S
Mt. iNayayvwwan nangs NGildia: rein

Mt Isarcg Matural Park

b Weclindyimommyy vy Aoty el [l
P rhLdrisasid geall il ;.-..HLSEcIi Al

Mi. Matutum Protecied Lan LJ:C.:arf

Mts. PalayPalay and Malazs ne Gulsd

Protected Landscape
Mt Timpoceng and Hibek-Hibok

Natura! Monument
Mount Timolan P
Murciclagos Island Protected

Landscape and Seascape

Naro Island Wildlife Sanctuary

A VAT IRILLD )

Ninoy Aguino FParks arg WHaHE Cenlls

L Nearo L S PP

Morthern Megros Matural Park

1% (PAEESR 5 PESENIORISTIIE b o, SASPUECESIEITLL i (DTS SR $im WY ecdienes ]
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Olango Island Wildlife Sarictuary

Protected Landscap

¢

cted Landscape

4f’!,-_-...:--— -
i\J \., SRRV S S S B S S S

1157

320

576
596
231

912
295
413

1249

292
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February 3, 1998
December 31, 2000
288 April 23,

March 10, 1994
August 17, 2004
August 18, 1993

September 6, 2005
April 23, 2000
November 21, 2000

Mayv 6. 2007
Videy U, LW

April 23, 2000
I eoruary 20, 1996
May 8, 1968

s Yol Tata)
JU“) 30 7

G, AU

June 20, 2002
May 5, 2000
March 20, 1905

Maren 9, 2004

A and 44 f‘}r\-’\n
iy sial 1y, Ldu

April 23, 2000
May 31, 2000
August 15, 2005

April 18, 2002
May 14, 199



69. Palauiisland Prote
28, 1994
70. Pamitinan Protecied Landscape 901

cted Landscape and Seascape

71. Panglao Island Protected Seascape 426
72. PasonancaNatural Park 132
73. Pefablanca Protected Landscape and Seascape
6, 2003

74. Pujada Bay Protected Landscapo/Seascants
1994

75. Quezon Prolected Landscape 384
76. Quirino Protected Landscape 779
77. Rajah Sikatuna Profected Landscans 287
78. Roosevelt Protected Landscape 273
79. Saziinas Matural Monument 275
80. Samar Island Natural Park 442
81. Santa Lucia Protecied Landscape 206
82. Sarangani Bay Prolecied Seascape 756
83. Ezlneg izland Primgiad Londacnoe and Seastape

2000

4 E ]~ 1 e LI =

84. Siargao Islands Proiccied Landacare and Sgaccant

10, 1996

85. Sikalom Matural Park 282

86. Simbahan-Talagas Protected Landscape 267

87. Sinarapan Sanctuary

88. Siocon Resource Reserve 84

89. TaalVeleano Pr cd Landscape 923

90. Talibon Group of Islands 131
Protected Landscape and Scaccapc

91. Talaytay Protected Landscape 283

092 TaAan Sirait Protocts \;oﬂ\,\\hbe 1224

§oAdd d 3 Al b i L ; Hlacd

93. Tinuy-An Falls Protected Landscape
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447 August

October 10, 1996
July 22, 2003

July 5, 1999

484 October

431 July 31,

June 2, 2007
February 9, 2005
April 23, 2000

April 23, 2000
April 23, 2000

August 13, 2003

PNoppil 0 2000
P &ty U o

March 5, 1996
278 April 23,

oo October

April 23, 2000
April 23, 2000

February 24, 1999
Movember 19, 1996
July 5, 1999

April 23, 2000
May 27, 1998
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94. Tumauini Watershed Natural Park 355 April 4, 1994
95. Turtle islands Wildlife Sanctuary 171 August 26, 1999
96. Upper Marikina River Basin Protecled Landscape 296

November 24, 2011

The boundaries and technical descriptions of each protected area as
described in the attached Annex are hereby adopted.
The DENR, with the assistance of other government agencies, if necessary,

shall delineate and demarcate onthe ground the boundarics of each protecicd area

which shall not be modified except by an Act of Congress.

2. The Romalning /nitial Components. Within three (3) years from the

effectivity of this Act, the DENR shall undcriake the following activities in
preparation for the establishimont of the remzining initiz! componcnts as
protected areas through an Act of Congress: i) provide maps and technical

L S L e e T I TS SRR 3 [ AP D 1 -
% R e L R T B SR R TR e i e AL .".-.-,::.A..--.'l"' s e LB e

nt of the areas; and

iii) conduct public hearings.

\
s
o

Forv rmrmevmti ot
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Any initial component that does not satisfy the
requirements shall be considered delisted without prejudice to relisting based
of now scientific information.

3. Additional Areas to be Included Into the Sysfem. Upon the

i i xpiikhe gyysbeaie piasie s il umm:

Chifctos Meais Wil ain b .jj,;'-.'~.» - -'\..u_‘...\..-u';

recommendation of the DERNT

anthropolegical significance and high biclogical diversity may be proposed for

s
i
L
i}
S

areas chall undergo the same

rérent
erisE L.

procedure as the remaining initial components for legisiative enazc
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(b) All DENR records pOhGinngG W G proillond STl NEUTing Naps ang

technical description or natural boundaries, copies of rules and regulations

_,..

senizs of noliess, ord vopods sulnilied fo Congress on pending
addition, elimination, or modification shall be made available to the pub'}: These
documents shall alcc be made avallzbic fo the pulfic in the re - DENR

Regional Cffices, Provincial Environment and MNatural Resources Offices (PENROS)
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and Community Environment and Natural Resources Offices (CENROs) and
Protected Arca Management Offices (PAMOs) where protected areas are located;

(c) The DENR shall conduct suitability assessment for each of the proposed

iy

to the

£ o b by Cdvpades
for inclusion in the Systcm

protected area. If found sul

categories established in Section 4 hereof. A report shall be submitted to the
President as soon as the study is completed, to wit:

(i) Protected area occupants survey;

(i) Ethnographic study;

(i) Protected area resource profile;

{iv) Land and water use plans; and

(v) Other background studies.

.L'

(d) In the conduct of public consultalion, the DENR shal

T

(i) Motify the p ,,,‘xolic of proposed action through publication in a

and such cother means thirty
(30)
days prior to the consultation;
(i) Conduct consultation at locations nearest to the affected areas;
{iii) Advise all LGUs in the affected areas, national agencies

concerned,

e

people’s organizat and non government organizations
(NGOs)

and invite the eopective ofiicinls to the hearing and provide
position

papers at least thirly {30} daye prior to the date of hearing;
and
fv) Come up with rocommendation based on the visws and comments

gathered from the public consultation;
(e} Upon receipt of the recommondations of the DEND, the Precidont shall

issue a proclamation establishing the proposed areas and providing for measures for

S B I W TR 11 N 1 C p Dot . Ly LS i
thair orotaction untl the Ve when Co WHICs

shalt bave asnacted a law finally

U

declaring the recommended areas as part of the System; and
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(N Thereafter, the President shall recommend the Senate and the House of

nation ofprotected areas or reclassification of each area

the review which has been completed, together with maps and lega! descriptions of
boundaries.

r zones surrounding the protected areas shall be
urpose of providing an extra layer of protection

i

where restrictions can apply and communities can assist in repelliing threats to the

protected area without nced for congressiona! action. The buffor zoncs may include
public or private lands.
SEC. 7. Management Plan. - \Within one year from the establishment of the

protected area, a management plan shali be formulated for each prolecied area and
its buffer zone which shall serve as the basic long lorm framowork plan of its

management and shall serve as quide in the preparation of the annual operations

plan and budget.

The management plan shall, at the minimum, adoption and

implementation of innovative managoment echnigues, including whern nocessary,

zoning, buffer zone management protection, habitat conservation and rehabilitation,

nent, sociceconomic

Ty 5 cmm e e g ey s T g e e

and scientific researches, site-specific policy development, climate change

Sl Fia b

e el Dl
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adaptation and mitigation, and
sewerage and septage management, among others. The plan shall also provide

R I U LU S T S RIS O P YOO, PPTPE NIRR TR . IORT [ | S|
guincines for i sACCs, and foourcd migrant comimunitios in clese coordination with

local agencies of the government as well as the private sector.

b lt ' el toinine 2l least the followin

A management manua! shal be prepared conlainin

(-_{
g
{

hasic backgroeund information, field inventory of bio-physical and socio-economic

The Protected Area Super

preparation of the management plan with the participation of and in consultation with

e S A i~ L s

L) - O . R F Bam medieanal maeors
e 0 riate offices of the notionagl B8 A4 8

as the Department of

Tourism (DOT), the Nationa! Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP), if called
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for, the Depaitment of Agriculture (DA), the Local Government Units, as well as the
private cector, civil society organizations, IPs/ICCs, academic and research
institutions, and the public in general. The proposed plan shall be made available to
the public through posting in the provincizl, city and’or municinz! halls covering the
protected area as well as in the barangay halls within or immediately adjacent to the
ions: Provided, That the plan shall

be plainly written in a language understandable in the arca: Provided, further, That

nrotected area for commants and roocommond

‘\_11 LR W IR Ak hriA  1RF) LA I S SR i | Al

?

this plan shall be posted and uplosded onto the websiics of the

5 e’ = H ! ]
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ficld offices. The plan shall be reviewed and approved by the PAMB and endorsed to

the Scoretary of the DENR, through the Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB).

The management plan shall take effect after thirty (30) days from the date of receipt
thereof by the Secretary: Provided, however, That the DENR Sccorelary may revise

and modify the management plan before the expiration of the 30-day period to

P ST 4 Y et at] by ilae P ! H
iTe COfHoimity W ith = JLEHCAsE ITWS, TUies and ﬁ.—:gusations.

Once approved, the management plan sha!! be made available to the public
from the PAMO and DENR Regiona! and fieia offices. It shall likowice be distributed
to other government agencies, local government units, civil society organizations,

orivate ssetor, and indigenous and lecal communities. Al concerned local

government units shall integrate and mainstream the management plan into their

policies, programs and local developmeont planning

The management plan shall be medified and updated regularly and in

ince with sh

agscssments and surveys as well as

relevant developments in biodiversity conservation. The DENR thrm.g»“ BMB shall

e e |
Pl Ayl

monitor the implementation of the managomont pians {e enswc cu

consistency with biodiversity conservation objectives.

SEC. 8. Adminislration and Management of the System.- To carry out the
mandate of this Act, the Secretary of the DENR is empowered to perform the
following acts:

a) Issue a system wide set of rules and regulations to implement the

provisions of this Act;
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b)

f)Deputize field officers and othertechnica! sunport porzonne! ans
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Set standard procedures and protocols for the establishment and
management of protected areas of the System;

Determine a system-wide set of fees and charges to ensure
sustainable financing and protoction ¢f the System:

Impose administrative fines and penalties;

Repert onithe siotus of the Intograted Protociod Area Fund (IPAF),

its collection and disbursements;

Designate the appropriate Chair each Protected Area Management

Board 88, 9. Prefected Arca Managoment Board — A Protected Area Management

1}

Board for each of the designated, established, and declared protected areas shall be

created and sha!l he composod

a)

b)

c)

)

8)

1 :,._ls_“_..,.'..,
TO

~F 4
t i M BEHE ey

DENR Regional Director under whose jurisdiction the protected area is

located, as Chairperson;

applicable;
Coverners of the provinces covering the protected area;
ncial Planning and Development Coordinators (PPDC) or the

L

Provincial Government Environment and Natural Resources as may be
appropriate
Mayors of the cities or municipalities covering the protected area or their

duly designated representativels;

f)Chairpersons of the barangays covering the protected area or their duly

g)

designated representatives;

One (1) representative from the IPs/ICCs, if applicable;

At icast three (3), but not more than five (B) répresentatives from NGOs
duly accredited by the DENR or the local government unit operating in the
protected area which have been existing for five (5) years with track

records related to the protection and management of the protected area;

At lcast one (1), but not more than three (3) representatives from

accredited People’'s Organizations (POs) operating in the protected area,

o
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vhich have been existing for five (5) years with proven track record on a
field relzted to the protection and management of the protected area;

)] One (1) representative from an academic institution with proven track
record related to the protection and managoment of the protocted area;
and

k) OCne (1) reprocentative sach from cother departments or national

government agencies involved in the protection and management of the
protected area or have long-term projccie or pormanant faciitics located
therein.

The mcmbers of the PAMB : sorve for a term of five (B) years without
compensation, except for the actua! and necessary traveling and subsistence
expenses incurred in the performance of their dutize, eithcr in thoir atlendance in
meetings of the PAMB or in connection with other official business authorized

) PR PR 3 N fothaom TYARAT b md Ly et
AR ! i e ¥ & 3 R £ {3

gh a roaolution he PAMB, subiect to ruies and regulations. Each

member shall have the full capacity and a-ccc;;mtabé%éﬁy for decisions binding to the
member's sector. In the case of members who are governmont officizls, their
appointment shall be co-terminus with their term of office.

The members of the PAMB duly appeinted prior to the affectivity of this Act

shall continue their term until the expiration of their appointment. Thereafter,

members of the Management Board shall be appointcd in accordance with the

provisions of this Act: Provided, That the Regional Director of DENR shall ensure
that the mambors of the Manogoment Board are duly appointed by the DENR

AL
i

Secretary. Provided, further, That if feasible, at least twenly (20%) of the PAMB

L e e srreop eyt b R i [T G Ly 1 “7“.’* = _1_!. R N A T 4
members shall be women, pursuant to Republic Act Mo 9710 or the Magnz Carta of

Women.
A member may be remeved for any of the following grounds:

a) More than three (3) consecutive unexcused absences from regular

meetings of the Manzagemeant Board,

w

sion of acts prejudicial to the management of protected areas as

sotiom 10 Borenf andlar off
ik L R ] EE

B i AR R

g riles and regulations

governing protected areas;
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¢) Disassociation from the office or organization being represented;

d) Termination of with the office or organization being

represented; or

e) Conviction by fina! judgment of any cri
SEC. 10. Powers and Functions of the PAMB.-The PAMB shall, by a majority
decide on the all

Nocations of budget, approve preoposals for funding, decide on

o Y [} T ]

matters relating to planning, peripheral protection and general administration of the

protected area in accordance with the ma

wnt plan. Specifically, the PAMB

shall have the following powers and functions:

a) Oversce the Protected Area Management Office;

b) Approve the management plan of the protecited area and ensure its
harmonization and integration with the Ancestra! Domain Sustainable
Development Plan, tand use plan and other development plan;

c) Adopt maonual of opeorations to include rules of procedures in the conduct
of business, and creation of committees and their respective terms of
reference

d) Recommend the deputation of appropriate agencies and individuals for

tha anfrireomar e f tha 1n
FE R R Nt 3 L boaband iad

ules and regulations governing the conduct

or management of the prolected area

e} Allocate financial resources for the implomentation of the management
plan and manage the protected area retention income account, and other
funds in accordance with the accounting and budgeting rules and
regulations;

in accordance with existing

f)Establish criteriz and set fecs and
guidelines and raise funds for the protected area;

gy lssue rules and rogulations for the rosolution of conflicts through
appropriate and effective means;

h) Recommend approprizte peolicy changes to the DENR and other

government authorities;
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i) Monitor and assess the performance of the PASu and other protected
area personnel and compliance of partners to the terms and conditions of
any undertaking, contract or agreement

i) Recommend from among a short list of qualificd candidatzs, the
designation or appointment of the PASu; and

Mo e 4 fcﬂ__g.
k} Assesstheeffoe

ss of the management of the protecied area;
Provided, tHAT the members of the Management Board from the Local Government
Units (LGUs) and natic gencies in the PAMD shall inform thelr respective

constituents, offices or sectors, of PAMB-approved or other relevant policies, rules,

iations, pregrams and projects and shall ensure that the provisions of this Act,

A RE SRR R PO R R

and its Implementing Rules and Rega?aﬁoﬂs, are complied with, and used as
reference and framew v their respective plans, policies, programs ang projects.
Failure to comply with the foregoing shall subject such representative to disciplinary
action as the PAMB may provide: Provided, further, That the DENR, through the
Regional Director, shall ensure that the PAMB acls within the scope of its powers
and functions. In case of conflict betwoen the resolutions issucd by the PAMD and
the existing administrative orders of national application, the latter shall prevail.

QEC. 11. The Protocted Arca Managomont Office (PAMO).— There is hereby

CREATED a Protected Area Management Office (PAMO) to be headed by a PASu
who shall perform the day to day , and administration of the

protected area. The PASu shall be supported by the DENR personnel designated
therein.

The DENR shall appoint a PASu who shall be primarily accountable to the
PAMB and the DENR for the management and opcrations of the prolecied area. As
such, the PASu shall have the following duties and responsibilities:

a) Coeordinate the oreparation and inplemontation of the management plans

including the annual work and financial plans;
b) Ensure the integration of the prolected arez managoment plans,
programs, projects and policies with relevant national and local

P ES TR e :::". “'—.’ $ - o ey .
government units’ plans and programs;
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c) Provide secretariat services to the PAMB and its committees and ensure
availability of relevant and timely for decision making;

d) Formulate and recommend to the PAME the proposed policies rules and
regulations and programs ;

e) Establish, operate and maintain a database management system as
decision support toolEnforce the laws, rules and regulations relevant to
the protected area, commence and institute administrative and legal
actions in collaboration with other government agencics or organizations
and assist in the prosecution of offenses committed in violation of this Act;

)] Monitor, ¢y

of the protected arez;

ament activities

ion of ma
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g) Reqguest for and receive any technical assistance, support or advice from
any agency or instrumentality of the government as well as academic
inctitutions, nen government organizations and the private sector as may
be necessary for the effective management, protection and administration
of the protected ares;

h) lssue permits and clearances for activities that implement the
management plan and other permitted activities in accordance with terms,

conditions and criteria established by PAMEB: Provided, That all permits for

extraction activities, including collection for rescarch purposcs shall also
continue to be issued by relevant authorities, subject to prior clearance

£

m the PAMB through the PASy, in accordance with the specific acts to

i

be covered,;
) Perform such other functions as the PAME and the DENR may delegate.
The PAMO may be augmented by the deputized Environment and Natural
Rescurces Cfficers upon the recommendation of the PAMB and approval by the
DENR.
SEC. 12. Environmcnia! Impact Asscssmont {(ElA)- Considering that
protected areas are environmentally critical areas, the proponent of development
prejocts and activitics with petentially cignificant adverse impacts as determined by

the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB), whether or not these projects or
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activities are included in the management plan, shall secure an Environmental
Compliance Certificate (ECC) in accordance with the Philiopine Environment Impact
Statement (EIS) System: Provided, That for development projects and activities in
the management plan, an Initia! Environmental Examination (IEE) can be undertaken
instead of a full-blown EIA. The proponent of any deve!opment project and activity

P e ] T B0 1l -~V
shall secure orior ¢k

- 4..; e L

rance from the PAMB before undertaking or implementing the
activity and before the issuance of an ECC. Violations of envirenmental laws, rules
and regulations, including thosc undcr the EIA System, shz!! be penalized
accordingly.

SEC. 13. Ancestral Lands and Rights.— Ancestral lands and customary rights

and interests shall be accorded due recognition. The DENR shall prescribe rules and
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regulations to govemn the activi
protected areas: Provided, That the DENR shall not, at any time, evict indigenous

from their present occunangy, or ‘e them to ancther area without

their consent: Provided, however, That all rules and regulations, whether adversely
affecting said communitics or not, shall be subjected to notice and hearing to be
participated in by members of concerned indigenous community.

Indigenous communitics conservad arcas (ICCAs) within the protected area

shall be recognized and respected. The PAMB and PASu shall assist the IPs/ICCs
concerned in the identification, mapping, documcntation, and registration of ICCAs,

and the preparation of community conservation p!ans The identified ICCAs and the

£
li

xith the protected

,"."‘.'.".-’:r'or'.;"z?‘.'y comoargating nlans oha '? ot !-“'\ arm .‘; '-\pt
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area management plan and zoning. The PAME shall likewise take into account

4

ICCA issues and concerns in all managcmient planning end gigle
processes.
SEC. 14. Enorgy Resources. — Protected arcas, except strict nature reserves

and natural parks, may be subjected to exploration only for the purpose of gathering

information on energy resources and only if such activily is carricd out with the least

1J

damage to surrounding areas. Surveys shail be conducted only in accordance with a

program zappreved by the DENMR, and the result of such surveys shall be made

[ i
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available to the public and submitted to the President who shall make the
appropriate for recommendations to Congress.

Energy projects within a protected area shall only be allowed through an Act
of Congress except for rencwable energy projects which the PAME miay allow and
with the concurrence of the DENR Secretary: Provided, That these renewable

energy prejects locsted cutside the strict protection zenes, shall adopt reduced
impact technologies, undergo EIA as provided by law, and shall not be detrimental to

STt TR o Sl I et ) AU o Tty RN e PRI | e | !
ity Provided, furthzr, That a sufficicnt bond shall

ecosystem functions and biodive
be remitted by the proponent to the IPAF to be released to the depositor upon the

nissioning of all cquipment, structures and improvements and the

rehabilitation of the site according to the zones and objectives under the
management plans as attested to by the PAME.
SEC. 15. Areas Under the Management of Other Departments and

O

nlalities.- The DENR shall retain jurisdiction over all protected

areas in accordance with Executive Order Nos. 192 and 292. The DENR has

re over NIPAS except those under the

management and administrs
management and administration of other agencies pursuant to specific laws or

presidential issuances: Provided, That the department or government instrumentality

W RE LIRS B R
i

exercising management and administration over said protected area or a portion

fUTRE A e e e e e e

thereof shall coordinate with the DENR in the preparation of its managoment plan.
The DENR may enter into an agreement with the concerned government

. ' oo s 3my 1 ot e g b B A
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age >cted area specifically for activities such as

the creation of a management body, preparation of the management plan, and other
related activitics
SEC. 16. Integrated Protected Area Fund (IPAF).- There is hereby

ostablished a trust fund to be known as the integrated Protected Area Fund for

purposes of financing the projects and sustaining the operation of the protected

n and management of the

o~

areas and the System. Income generated from the op
protected areas shall accrue to the IPAF. These income shall be derived from fees
from parmitted zale and oxport of flora and fauna and other resources from the

protected area; proceeds from lease of multiple-use areas; contributions from
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industries and facilities directly benefiting from the protected area; and such other
fees and income derived from the operation of the protected area.

The PAMB of the PA shall retain seventy-five percent (75%) of all revenues
raised through the above means, to be deposited in the Prolected Arca Retained
Income Account (PA-RIA) in any authorized government depository bank within the
locality: Provided, That disburscments out of such deposits shall be used solely for
the protection, maintenance, administration, and management of the protected area
and impiementation of duly approved projectsof the PAMD. Grants, donations,
endowment from varicus sources, domestic or fo:eign or local government units, and
voluntary or legislated payments for ecogystem goods and services including fines,
penalties and compensation for damages and bonds from protected area offenses
shall accrue to the PA-RIA. The remaining twenty-five percent (25%) of the revenues
shall be deposited as a Special Account in the General Fund (SAGF) in the National
Treasury for purpcses of financing the projects of the entire System.

The use of the IPAF shall be in accordance with existing acwumti“v, budgeting
8. Provided, further, That the IPAF shall not be used

and auditing rules and regulatior
to cover personnel services expenditures.

The concerned LGUs may continue to impose and collect all other fees not
enumerated herein but which they have traditionally collected, such as business
permits, property tax within titled propertics, and renta! of LGU facilities: Provided,
That LGUs may charge additional fees to those imposed by the PAMB subject to the

al of the PAMB based on the contribution of the LGUs in the maintenance and

~
LW A

L

app
protection of the protected area.

The DENR shall submit to the Department of Bug 1t (DBM),
Department of Finance (DOF) and octher oversight government agencies, copy

c1 Tes d th 18 ”"w ere (‘\_:___. A uﬁ,-, on J.i'\_ AT
(e

spriations and the Senate Committee on
Finance, reports on the financial and physical accomplishments on the utilization of
the IPAF including the list of projects and activitics and their corresponding amounts
and, other reporting documents as may be required by the DBM.

EC. 17. Tax Exemption.- All grants, bequests, endowments, donations, and

contributions made to the Protected Area Fund to be used actually, directly, and
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exclusively by the protected area shall be exempt from donor's tax and shall be
considered as allowable deduction from the gross income of the donor for purposes
of computing the taxable income of the donor in accordance with the provisions of
the National Internal Revenue Code of 1997, as amended.
SEC. 18. Special Prosecutor and Retained Counsel. —Within thirty (30) days
from the effectivity of this Act. The Depariment of Justice (DOJ) shall appoint a
special prosecutor to prosecute violations of laws, rules and regulations in the
protected area. The special prosecutor shall coordinate with the PAMB and the
PASu in the performance of duties and assist in the training of wardens and rangers
in arrest and criminal procedures. The PAMB may retain the services of counsel to
prosecute and assist in the prosecution of cases under the direct control and
supervision of the regular or special prosecutor and to defend the members of the
PAMB, the PASu and the staff, or any person assisting in the protection,
conservation, and sustainable development of the protected area, against any legal
action related to their powers, functions and responsibilitics as provided in this Act or
as delegated or tasked by the PAMB to be performed in accordance with their
mandate.
£C. 19. Prohibited Acts. ~Except as may be allowed by the nature of their

categories and pursuant to rules and regulations governing the same, the following

L4

acts are prohibited within protected arecas:
(a) Poaching, hunting, taking, killing, cocllecting, destroying, disturbing, or

possessing of any wild terrestrial or aquatic plants or animals, flora or

te lands within

IOPTEDIN G W EEa (L TLL
om, mCiuaing n o

fauna, or by-products derived there

the protected area without the necessary permit, authorization or

exemption: Provided, That the PASu as authorized by the PAMB shall
issue a permit, authorization or exemption only for culling, scientific
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research, the exceptions provided under Section 27(A) of Republic Act No.
9147, or harvests of non-protecied species in mulliplc use zones by

tenured ";“f‘ and 1Ps: Provided, further, That the act of collecting shall

cover spacias endemic to the protacied area and in the
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possession of the perpetrator;
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(b) Cutting, gathering, removing or collecting timber within the protected area

including private lands without the necessary permit, authorization,
certification of planted trees or exemption such as for culling exotic
species. Except, however, when such acts are done in accordance with

the duly recognized practices of the IPs/ ICCs for subsistence purposes;

(c) Possessing or transporting outside the protected area any timber, forest

products, wild terrestrial or aquatic plants, animals, or by-products derived
therefrom which are ascertained to have been taken from the protected
area, other than exotic species the culling of which are authorized under

an appropriate permit;

(d) Using any fishing or harvesting gear and practices such as muro-ami, pa-

(e)

aling, all kinds of trawls (galadgad, Norway), purse seine (pangulong),
Danish seine (hulbot-hulbot, pahulbot-hulbot, likisan, liba-liba, palisot,
patangko, bira-bira, buli-buli, hulahoop, zipper, lampornas, etc.), ring net
(kubkob, pangulong, kalansisi), drive-in net (kayakas), round haul seine
(sapyaw, lawag), motorized push net (sudsod), bagnet (basnig, saklit), or
any of their variations that destroys coral reefs, seagrass beds or other
marine life or terrestrial habitats as may be determined by the DA, or the
DENR: Provided, That mere possession of such gears within protected
areas shall be prima facie evidence of their use;

Dumping, throwing, using, or causing to be dumped into or placed in the
protected area any toxic chemical, noxious or poisonous substance or
non-biodegradable material, untreated sewage or animal waste, or
products whether in liquid, solid or gas state, including pesticides and
other hazardous substances as defined under Republic Act No. 6969,
otherwise known as the Toxic Substances and Hazardous and Nuclear
Wastes Control Act of 1990, detrimental to the protected area, or to the
plants and animais or inhabitants therein;

Operating any motorized conveyance within the protected area without

permit from the PAMB, except when the use of such motorized
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conveyance is the only practical means of transportation of IPs/ICCs in
accessing their ancestral domain/land;

Altering, removing, destroying or defacing boundary marks or signs;
Engaging in kaingin or, in any manner, causing forest fires inside the
protected area;

Mutilating, defacing, destroying, excavating, vandalizing or, in any
manner, damaging any natural formation, religious, spiritual, historical
sites, artifacts and other objects of natural beauty, scenic value or objects
of interest to IPs/ICCs;

Damaging and leaving roads and trails in a damaged condition;

Littering or depositing refuse or debris on the ground or in bodies of water;
Possessing or using blasting caps or explosives anywhere within the
protected area;

Occupying or dwelling in any public lands within the protected area
without permit from the PAMB;

Constructing, erecting, or maintaining any kind of structure, fence or
enclosures, conducting any business enterprise without a permit on land
or on water for any purposes inconsistent with the management plan duly
approved by the PAMB: Provided, That large-scale infrastructure and
other projects such as medium to high density residential subdivisions,
medium to large-scale commercial and industrial establishments,
township expansions, golf courses, heavily mechanized commercial
monoculture farming system, and other activities that cause increased
migration and resource degradation are absolutely prohibited: Provided,
That anyone who issues or causes to be issued a permit for these
activities enumerated shall also be liable;

Undertaking mineral exploration or extraction within the protected area;
Engaging in commercial or large-scale quarrying within the protected
area: Provided, That only quarrying for the use of a tenured migrants and

IPs inside the protected area, in a quantity lower than one (1) cubic meter
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per week shall be allowed and a presumption of commercial or large scale
arises in any other instance;

(q) Establishing or introducing exotic species, including genetically modified
organisms (GMOs), or invasive alien species within the protected area;

() Conducting bioprospecting within the protected area without prior PAMB
approval in accordance with existing guidelines: Provided, That in addition
to the penalty herein, any commercial use of any substance derived from
non-permitted bioprospecting within a protected area will not be allowed
and all revenue earned from illegal commercialization thereof will be
forfeited and deposited in the IPAF;

(s) Prospecting, hunting or otherwise locating hidden treasures within the
protected area;

(t) Purchasing or selling, mortgaging or leasing lands or other portions of the
protected area which are covered by any tenurial instrument; and

(uy Constructing any permanent structures within the forty (40) meter
easement from the high water mark of any natural body of water or
issuing a permit for such construction pursuant to Article 51 of PD 1067;
Provided, That construction for common usage wharves and shoreline
protection shall be permitted by the PAMB only after thorough ecological
review.

SEC. 20. Penalties. - The following penalties shall be imposed accordingly:

(a) The penalties and qualifications prescribed in Articles 309 and 310 of the
Revised Penal Code, depending on the value of the resources involved in
connection with the prohibited act or a fine of at least triple the value of
the resources, or both, shall be imposed upon any person who violates
paragraphs (a) to (d) of Section 19 hereof;

(b) A fine of not less than Two hundred thousand pesos (PhP200,000.00) but
not more than One million pesos (PhP1,000,000.00) or imprisonment from
one (1) year but not more than six (6) years, or both, shall be imposed

upon any person who violates paragraph (e) to (m) of Section 19 hereof;
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(c) A fine of not less than One million pesos (PhP1,000,000.00) but not more
than Five Million pesos (PhP5,000,000.00) or imprisonment from six (6)
years but not more than twelve (12) years or both shall be imposed upon
any person who violates paragraph (n) to (u) of Section 19 hereof;

(d) A fine of Fifty thousand pesos (PhP50,000.00) daily shall be imposed on
the owner of existing facilities within a protected area under Section 23 of
this Act, if the existence of the same and its future plans and operations
will be detrimental to the protected area. For every continuing violation,
upon reaching a total fine of Five hundred thousand pesos
(PhP500,000.00), or if the violation continues to be committed for thirty
(30) days, the PAMB through the PASu and deputizing other government
entities, shall cause the cessation of operation and either forfeit in favor of
the PAMO or demolish the facility at the cost of its owner. If the facility is
government-owned, the agency in charge shall submit a plan for a
substitute facility that complies with the protected area standards and,
within one year, execute the approved plan; and

(e) Administrative fines of not less than Fifty thousand pesos (PhP50,000.00)
but not exceeding Five million pesos (PhP5,000,000.00) shall be imposed
for the violation of any rules and regulations or agreements reached
before the PAMB in the exercise of adjudicative functions.

Provided, That if an area requires rehabilitation or restoration as determined by the
court, the offender shall be required to restore or pay compensation for the
damages, which payment shall accrue to the IPAF: Provided, further, That the court
shall order the eviction of the offender from the land and the forfeiture in favor of the
government of all minerals, timber or species collected or removed including all
equipment, devices, conveyances, and firearms used in connection therewith, and
any construction or improvement made thereon by the offender shall be subject to
immediate and administrative confiscation by the PAMO, independent of the judicial
proceedings upon apprehension, subject, however, to due process and substantial

evidence requirements. When legal action is filed in the regular courts, the
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similar devices, shall not be released until after judgment of acquittal has been
rendered. Proceeds of the sale of all objects administratively or judicially confiscated
pursuant hereto shall accrue to the IPAF. Procedures for the sale thereof shall be
promulgated by the PAMB. However, no confiscated or rescued protected animal
species shall be sold or disposed of, in any manner, but shall be immediately turned
over to the PAMO for rehabilitation and release to its natural habitat, subject to
existing regulations. Valuation of the damage wrought by this Act shall take into
account biodiversity and conservation considerations as well as aesthetic and scenic
values. Valuation assessed by the DENR, in coordination with other concerned
government agencies shall be presumed correct unless otherwise proven by
preponderance of evidence.

If the offender is an association or corporation, the president or manager shall
be directly responsible for the act of the employees and laborers: Provided, finally,
That the DENR may impose administrative fines and penalties consistent with this
Act.

Any person who shall induce another or conspire to commit any of the illegal
acts prohibited under this Act or suffer their workers to commit any of the same shall
be liable in the same manner as the one actually performing the act.

The penalties specified in this Section shall be in addition to the penalties
contained in Republic Act No. 9072 (National Caves and Cave Resources
Management and Protection Act), Republic Act No. 9147 (Wildlife Resources
Conservation and Protection Act), Republic Act No. 10654 (Revised Philippine
Fisheries Code), and other related laws.

Conviction for any offense under this Act of a public officer or officer of the law
shall carry the accessory penalty of perpetual disqualification from public office.

SEC. 21. Existing Rights.- All vested property and private rights within the
protected area and its buffer zones already existing and/or vested upon the
effectivity of this Act shall be protected and respected in accordance with existing
laws: Provided, That the exercise of such property and private rights shall not
contravene the provisions of this Act and the presidential proclamations or specific

laws establishing the protected areas: Provided, further, that the DENR shall assist
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the PAMB and PAMO in the review of titles issued within protected areas and the
filing of corresponding cancellation proceedings: Provided, finally, That all existing
permits, contracts or agreements entered into by the Government for the utilization
of natural resources within protected areas shall continue until its expiration, unless
renewed, after which, such areas shall be rehabilitated or restored by the permit
holders within three years and shall revert to national parks classification.

SEC. 22. Tenured Migrants and Other Protected Area Occupants.— Tenured
migrants shall be eligible to become stewards of portions of lands within a multiple-
use zone. The PAMB shall identify, verify and review all tenurial instruments, land
claims, and issuances of permits for resource use within the protected area and
recommend the issuance of the appropriate tenure instrument consistent with the
zoning provided in the management plan.

Should areas occupied by tenured migrants be designated as zones in which
no occupation or other activities are allowed pursuant to the attainment of
sustainable development, tenured migrants shall be transferred to multiple use
zones or buffer zones through just and humane means: Provided, That protected
area occupants who are not qualified as tenured migrants shall be resettled outside
the protected area.

In the event of termination of a tenurial instrument for cause or by voluntary
surrender of rights, the PASu shall take immediate steps to rehabilitate the area.

Following the Protected Area Occupant Survey mandated under Section 5¢ (i)
of this Act, the DENR Regional Director shall submit to the BMB within six (6)
months from the passage of this Act the final list of tenured migrants, which shall
become the official list and basis for tenured migrant recognition and issuance of
tenurial instruments.

SEC 23. Existing Facilities Within Protected Area. —Within sixty (60) days
from the effectivity of this Act, an inventory of all existing facilities such as roads,
buildings and structures, water systems, transmission lines, communication facilities,
heavy equipment, and irrigation facilities, among others, within the protected area
shall be conducted. The inventory with corresponding project descriptions and
assessment report shall be submitted by the DENR Regional Director to the BMB.
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The PAMB, with the assistance of the DENR, may impose conditions for the
continuous operation of a facility found to be detrimental to the protected area until
its eventual relocation. If the conditions are violated, the owner of the facility shall be
made liable pursuant to Sec. 20 (d) hereof.

Existing facilities allowed to remain within the protected area shall be charged
a reasonable fee by the PAMB. Structures found within the forty (40) meter
easement shall be demolished unless proven necessary to protect the shoreline and
mitigate habitat destruction. The PAMB shall levy a reasonable fee for the use of
such easement for their continued operations. Wharves shall be kept accessible to
the public.

SEC 24. Special Uses Within Protected Areas.- Special use of the land may
be allowed within protected areas except in Strict Protection Zones and Strict Nature
Reserves. The PAMB may recommend the issuance of tenurial instrument subject to
compliance to ECC and payment of corresponding user fee corresponding to 4% of
the highest zonal value of the land of similar nature within the nearest barangay or
municipality where the project is located in addition of one per cent (1%) value on
improvement: Provided, That the activity shall not be detrimental to ecosystem
functions and biodiversity.

SEC 25. Local Government Unijts.— The Local Government Units (LGUs)
within the protected area shall participate in its management through representation
in the PAMB as provided under Section 9 hereof. The LGUs may appropriate
portions of their share from the annual Internal Revenue Allotment and other income
for use of the protected area: Provided, That all funds directly coming from the LGUs
shall be exempted from the twenty-five percent (25%) remittance requirement for the
IPAF under Section 16 hereof.

SEC. 26. Reporting Responsibility.— The PASu, through the PAMB, shall
submit an annual accomplishment report on the status of the development and
management of the protected area to the Secretary of the DENR through the BMB. A
report on the conditions and benefits of the biological resources and ecosystem
services of the protected area shall also be submitted by the PASu, through the
PAMB, to the Secretary of the DENR every five (5) years. Consequently the BMB
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shall likewise prepare a national State of Protected Areas (SPA) Report every five
(5) years and shall submit the same to the President and the Congress of the
Phillippines.

SEC. 27. Appropriations.— The Secretary of the DENR shall immediately
include in the DENR’s program the implementation of this Act, the funding of which
shall be included in the annual General Appropriations Act.

SEC.28. Construction and Interpretation.— The provisions of this Act shall be
construed liberally in favor of the protection and rehabilitation of the protected area
and the conservation and restoration of its biological diversity, taking into account the
needs and interests of qualified tenured migrants and IPs and local communities and
the benefits from ecosystem services and functions of protected areas, for present
and future generations.SEC. 29. Subsequent Site-Specific Legislation.— Upon the
generation of site-specific requirements for new legislation, the PAMB shall endorse
to Congress for its consideration and enactment site-specific proposals appropriately
respond to the distinct and particular needs and conservation requirements of the
protected areas in each locality. Protected areas that may be later established
pursuant to this Act shall likewise undergo the same requirements of site specific
legislation.

SEC. 30. Authority to Issue Implementing Rules and Regulations.- Within six
(6) months from the effectivity of this Act, the DENR shall prepare the implementing
rules and regulations of this Act.

The PAMB, upon public consultation, may issue corresponding resolutions for
each of the protected area, taking into consideration the particular circumstances
and concerns of each site. The PAMB shall ensure that specific provisions of the
applicable Presidential Proclamation not inconsistent with this Act are adopted in the
said resolutions. The PAMB shall transmit the resolution to the DENR through the
BMB for affirmation. Within thirty (30) days after the date of receipt thereof, the
Secretary of the DENR shall review the for consistency with relevant existing laws,
rules and regulations. If the Secretary takes no action within thirty (30) days after
receipt of such resolutions, these shall be presumed consistent with this Act and

therefore effective.
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SEC. 31. Transitory Provision— In order to ensure the recovery and
restoration of biological diversity and to develop sustainable livelihood opportunities
for tenured migrants, the DENR shall henceforth cease to issue concessions,
licenses, permits, clearances, compliance documents, or any other instrument that
allows utilization of resources within the protected area until the Management Plan
shall have been put into effect.

All existing land use and resource use permits issued for purposes which are
authorized within the protected area shall be reviewed and shall not be renewed
upon their expiration unless consistent with the management plan and approved by
the PAMB.

The prohibited acts and penalties provided in Sections 19 and 20 of this Act
shall also apply to all remaining initial components of the System. Duly organized
PAMBs for the remaining initial components of the System shall have the same
powers as the PAMBs of established protected areas.

Public lands in such initial components not yet covered by private title by
prescription shall be classified as National Parks upon the effectivity of this Act.

SEC. 32. Repealing Clause.- Republic Act No. 7586 or the NIPAS Act, as
amended by Republic Act No. 10629 is hereby repealed. All laws, presidential
decrees, executive orders, rules and regulations inconsistent with any provisions of
this Act shall be deemed repealed or modified accordingly.SEC. 33. Separability
Clause.- If any part or section of this Act is declared unconstitutional, such
declaration shall not affect the other parts or section of this Act.

SEC. 34. Effectivity.- This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its
publication in the Official Gazette or in a newspaper of general circulation.

Approved,



