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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The barangay, as the basic unit of the country’s social structure, should be insulated from
the influence of partisan politics. Unfortunately, the next Barangay election is scheduled on the
same year as the nationwide national and local elections on May 9, 2016. The politics and
inherent divisiveness of the 2016 nagional and local elections will greatly influence the conduct
and outcome of the next barangay elections, unless if postponed to a non-election year. -

It was noted by the Supreme Court, in the case of Occefia vs. Comelec, that there are
good reasons for insulating the barangay from the divisive and debilitating effects of a partisan
political campaign, as the barangay captain and the barangay council also act as agencies for
neutral community actions such as distribution of basic necessities, conducting plebiscites and
settling local disputes. Hence, the High Tribunal noted that “it would definitely enhance the
objective and impartial discharge of their duties for barangay officials to be shielded from
political loyalty. ™™

Moreover, the postponement of the 2016 harangay elections wiil allow the incumbent
barangay officials to continue to implement their projects and initiatives. Scheduling a
nationwide barangay elections toc soon will disrupt the continuity of the programs and the
implementation of projects in the various barangays all over the country. Hence, it is best 10
schedule the next barangay election on the last Monday of October 2018,

It 1s also necessary to schedule the next elections five years after, instead of three years,
in order to insulate the elections from the national and local elections (which take place every
three years). Consequently, the term of the elected officials and the synchronized barangay and
sangguniang kabataan elections must likewise be exiended to five years. -

The power of Congress to determine both the term of office and the term limitations has
been affirmed by the Supreme Court when R.A. 9164 was questioned before the High Tribunal,
in the case of COMELEC vs. Conrado Cruz, et al.. The Supreme Court noted that “Congress has

- plenary authority under the Constitution' to determine by legislation not only the duration of the

term of barangay officials, but also the application to them of 2 consecutive term limit”

*Occefia vs. Comeles, G.R. No. L-60258 (ianuary 31, 1384)
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Moreover, the High Tribunal observea the “textually demonstrable commitment by the 1987
Constitution to Congress of the authonty to determine the ferm duration and limitation of
barangay officials under the Constitution.”

In view of the foregoing, I highly encourage the approval of this bi

. G.R.No. 186616 {November 20, 2003} (emphasis supplied). |




TS VS T N S Y

W 0o~ o

| i [IY 1=t [ frad
B & 3 T ¥

Uy L WO L e

ol

[ N6 T TR N0 S N G R R
W W= O W o

NV VN N e A A
W DD o~ h

W Laow
BRSO

da e W oo W
= D W 0o o) o

gl

Repubiic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Quezon City
i

SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS
First Regular Session
HOUSE BILL NO. 657

Introduced by Honorable Jerry P. Trefias

AN ACT RESETTING THE 2016 BARANGAY ELECTIONS TO THE LAST MONDAY
OF OCTOBER 2018, AND EVERY FIVE YEARS THERFAFTER, AND SETTING TEE
TERM OF OFFICE OF ELECTED BARANGAY AND SANGGUNIANG KABATAAN
OFFICIALS TO FIVE YEARS,

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the anppmei in Congress duly
assembled: -

: i _
Section 1.Section 1 of Republic Act No. 9164, An Act Providing for Synchronized Barangay and
Sangguniang Kabatacn Elections, Amending Repybz’ic Act No. 7160, as Amended, Otherwise
known as the “Locgl Government Code of 1991, and jor other purposes, is hereby amended as

follows:
Section 1. Date of FElection.— [ii?ﬂefe—sh&il—%e——s*ﬁeé&eﬁee

Oétober—and—every—three—(3)—years—thereafier] The next
synchronized barangay and sangguniang kabataan elections
shall be held on the last Monday of October 2018, and the
subsequent elections shall be held every five (5) years from the
preceding barangay and sanggun’iang kabataan elections.

Section 2.Section 2 of Republic Act No. 9164, An Act Providing for Synchronized Barangay and
Sangguniang Kabataan Elections,. Amendmg Repub?zc Act No. 7160, as Amended, Otherwise
known as-the “Local Government Code of 1 9917, and for other purposes, is hereby amended as
follows:

Sectwn 2.Term of Office.—The term of of’fice of a!! harangav and

sangguniang kabatahn officials | his-Aet]

shail be [three{33] five (5) years.

No barangay elective official shall serve for more than [three
£3] three (3) consecutive terms in the same position: [Provided;
however—Thatthe-term of office shall be reckoned fFromthe 1004
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barangay—eleetions:] Provided, that veluntary renunciation of
office for any length of time shall not be considered as an

interruption in the continuity of service for the full term for
which the elective official was elected.

Section 3,Section 43 (¢) of 'Republi'c Act No. 7160, otherwise known as the Local Government
Code of the Philippines, is hereby amended as follows:

Section 43.7erm of Offfice. -

{¢) The term of office of barangay officials and members of the
sanggumang kabataan shall be for [%hfee&)] five (5} years B

by o by -‘_e Ly 13 ala SRS
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i—hﬂ-seeeﬂé%{eﬁéay—ef—wlay—w%i Neo barangay eleciwe ofﬁcmi
shall serve for more than three (3) consecutive terms in the
same position: Provided, that veluntary renunciation of office
for amy length of time shall not be comsidered as an
interruption in the continuity of service for the full term for
which the elective official was elected. '

[

Section 4.Section 429 of Republic Act No. 7160, otherwise known as the Local Government
Code of the Philippines, is hereby amended_-as follows:

Section 429.7erm of Office. - The sangguniang kabataan
chairman and members shall hold office for a period of [three
3] five (5) years, unless sooner removed for cause as provided
by law, permanently incapacitated, die or resign from office.
: ¢ - : ;
Section S. All incumbent Barangay officials shall remain in office unless sooner removed or
suspended for cause until their successors shall have been elected and qualified.

Sectmn 6. The Commzsszon on Elections shall pyomu]oate the 1mplement1ng m;es and

. regulations necessary to implement this Act

Section 7.Separability Clause. - If, for any reason, any section or provision of this Act is held
unconstitutional or invalid, the other sections or provisions hereof shall not be affected and
thereby remain in full force and effect.

Section 8.Repealing Clause. — All laws decrees, executive orders, and rules and recuiatzons or
parts thereof, inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, are hereby repealed or modified
accordingly.

Section 9.Effectivity Clause.— This Act shall take effect fifigen (15) days after its complete
pubhcat;on in at least two (2) national newspapers of general circulation.

Approved,




