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FXPLANATORY NOTE

The current system of adoption has proven tedious and expensive for many
ovonts who wanted 1o adopt. Hence, simulation of birth has become a convenient

practical alternative. This, despite the provision under the Revised Penal Code
ning sivialion of birth as a erime.

To correct this, Republic Act No. 8552 or the “Domestic Adoption Acl Gl
ows. " adepted in 22 Mareh 1998, gave a period of five years within which to reetily
rinied birins, Bven with this opporfunity, however, Petitions for Adoption with
dectiication of Simulated Birth, wunder the law, remained minimal since 18
il To date, simulation of births has remained the surreptiticusly practiced
cadoplion mechanism in the country.

Thie problem lies in various fagtors, among such are failure Lo disseminate
stion about the amnesty under the law, the tedious domestic adopiion
in the country, inability to pay the expensive cost of regular adoption, fear

Fhwinging Lo fore the family “secret” kept for so long, unpreparedness to reveal the
truti o the unsuspectng child and others.
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viore than providing amnesty for eriminal and pecuniary Habilities, however,
wrpose of the law is not primarily for the parents but for the prolection of the

e reciification of the child’s birth records will give him/her all the benelits of
wdopiion and ensure hissher status as well as his/her rights under the lyw and
society. The proposed expanded application Lo cover simulated births even alter the
stfeeiivity of Republic Act No. 8552 and the simplified procedure will ensure the best
terest of the child.
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For the above considerations, the passage of this law is earnestly sought.
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“AN ACT

PENDENG THE PRESCRIPTIVE PERIOD FOR THE RECT1E CATION
SEMULATED BIRTHS THEREBY AMENDING OF REPUBLIC ACT NO.

 DTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE *DOMESTIC ADOPTION AT O3
lgﬁjau

ciicted by the senate and House of Representatives af the Philippines in

y
UEAS Unmeriied.

SEUTION 1 Section 22 of Republic Act No. 8552 is hereby amended 1o read

section 2z, Rectification of Simudated Bivths, ~ A person who
bas, [prior to the effectivity of this ﬂ\{:t’f simulated the birth of a child
stiali not be punished for such act: Provided, That the simuilation of

'i'sil towis made for the best interest Gi the child and that he/she has

been consistentdy considered and treated by that person as his/her own
. aughter: Provided, further, That the application for correction of
the birth registration and pelition for adoption shall be filed within
[five (3} TWENTY (20) vears from the effectivity of this Act and
completed therveafier: Provided, finally, That such person complies
Lhe procedure as specified In Article IV of this Aet and other
ulrements as determined by the Departinent.

VHER

section 22 — A, SHOULD THE CHILD WHOSE BIRTH WAS
SIMULATED 1S ALREADY WITH THE PARENT/S FOR MORE THAN
TEN VEARS, HOWEVER, ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS SHALL
B ALLOWED FOR THE RECTIFICATION OF THE SIMULATED
BIRTH. FOR THIS PURPOSE, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REDUCE
VHE DOCUMENTARY  REQUIREMENTS FOR  ADC IPTION,
PERESURIBE THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDITRE WHICH SHALL
BE SIMPLIFIED AND IF PRACTICABLE, SUMMARY IN NATURE
AND IMPOSE MINIMAL ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS,
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PROCEDURES FOR THE RECTIFICATION OF SIMULATED

BIEHS SHALL BE LIBERAIIY APPLIED IN FAVOUR OF THE
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