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EXPLANATORY NOTE

i1 tight of recent pronouncements of Malacanang to the Benilde hazing suspects 1o face lhe full
force of the law on the one hand and the resolve of De La Salle — College of Saint Benilde to
launch an anti-hazing drive or so-calied ‘Break-away from tradition’ advocacy for the death of
one of s swudents due to alleged fraternity violence or hazing on the oiher, it becomes
incumbent upon policymakers to think of immediate and effective solution to address this never
ending culture or hazing behavior in many campus colleges or universities.

Sadly, what a research study examining hazing beliefs, behaviors and atlitudes in college
students only found that while hazing occurs on campus, these hazing behaviors are not
identified by the students as hazing activities. In fact, 90% of students who identify having
experienced hazing behavior or aclivity do not identify that they have experienced hazing.

And yet, hazing as an activity has been proven to be detrimental for all parties involved
including the students who are subjects of hazing, the students who perpetrate it and the
institution overall Besides, it can have lasting effects on the physical and psychological well-
being of students if not as a leading cause of campus deaths and often result in liability
concerns for the nstitution.

True enough, hazing practices, used as rites of passage on college campuses, date back to the
seventesnth century and were offen used as methods for upper-ciass (oider] siudents 1o
intimidate or punish lower-class (younger) students. It is high time to apply the brakes for this
persistently recurring cultural phenomenen and it is the intent of this bill to put an immediate and
efective stop o this e of passage, inlalion, and ciass fivally. Hazing deatiis cannul BT
should not be a commonplace in the Philippine university landscape.

In ihis propossd measure, the CHED is mandated o come up with s following coursss of
action, namely: 1) provide a clear and single definition of hazing, 2) identify those forms of
hazing that students are most likely to encounter in their organization, and 3) clumping of
activities differantisting those found fo he accentable and appropriate and those that would be
considered hazing. This approach implies that more education needs to occur before students
come fo campus in order to make them aware of the dangers they may encounter.

in other words, CHED shouid be abie to impose upon colleges or universities what the
institution perceives as hazing and prescribe relevant rules, regulations, and guideiines for all



coileges or universities under its supervision and control. It can issue a common set of
referance on what activities could be endorsed and what could not be as they are tantamount 1o
he bordering on hazing.

For exampie, the foliowing items couid be listed down in a particular coilege or university
Student Handbook 25 constitutive of hazing and thersfore not sanctioned by said cellege or
university, the violation of which should be meted stringent disciplinary punishment, namely:

Forced participation in a drinking game

Forced assasciztion with certain peeple and not others

Sleep Deprivation

Drink large amounts of a non-aicoholic beverage (e.g. water)

Be yelled at, screamed at, or cursed at by other members

Any form of humiliation or degrading behavior

Foroed or excessive physical activity

House duties

Forced to perform sex acts

10. Carrying of ifems not associated with your daity routine

11. Consumption of food items not part of your regular diet

12. Forced singing or chanting

13. Personal Servitude (i.e. reliieving meais, cleaning aparuneiis, diiving)
14. Locked in or restricted to a room or basement of a house or building against your will
15. Physically punched, siapped, struck, kicked or beaten in any way
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17. Drink large amounts of alcohol to the point of getting sick or passing out
18. Being awoken in the middie of the night
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20. Dress Codes
21. Coliecting active members signatures through the process of inferviews
22 Paddling

23. Wearing inappropriate apparel or costumes
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Nothing in this humble measure stops the CHED or its concerneg college or university
from revising this hierarchy listtmap when newer deveiopments emerge in the campus scene
constitutive of hazing behavier,

The immediate passage of this modest measure is prayed for.
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AN ACT
UNILATERALLY MANDATING COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION TO DEFINE
CAMPUS HAZING, ENUMERATE FORMS OF HAZING, AND DISSEMINATE THROUGH
PERTINENT CIRCULAR ACTIVITIES THAT COULD BE ENDORSED IN ALL COLLEGES
AND UNIVERSIHIIES AS APPROPRIATE AND FUR OTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted in the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines
in Congress assembied.

SECTION 1. This Act shall be known as the ‘Agency-Based Hierarchy Map Against
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SEC. 2. The Commission on Higher Education shall be the Office of Primary
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hierarchy list/variable map the forms of hazing, and clump activities that it deems acceptable
against those it deems inappropriate relative to hazing behavior.

Under this Act, CHED is hereby mandated to issue ruies, regulations, and guideiines
through appropriate circular for compliance by all colleges or universities within its supervision
and control.

SEC. 3. Nothing in this Act stops the CHED and its agency-based approach against
hazing from issuing new items in the hierarchy listivariable map whenever new developments
emerge in the campus !landscape or when contingencies so demand.

SEC. 4. The CHED therefore shall hoid concemned colieges or universities liable in
sccordance with existing laws for student deaths or injuries resulting from hazing, its variant

forms. and other similar otherwise inappropriate activities not endorsed by CHED.

SEC. 5. This Act shail take effect upon its approval and its publication in at ieast two (2]
newspapers of general circulation.



